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Dear fellow members of the Soft Coated Wheaten Terrier Community,  

 

The purpose of the Soft Coated Wheaten Terrier Club of America Inc. is to protect and preserve the breed 

and the club but as individual members, our responsibilities also lie with our dogs and our puppy owners. 

Questions like òWhen do I stop breeding?ó, òHow many dogs should I have in my possession at the stage 

in life?ó, òWhat can I do to protect my dogs if I am hospitalized, or worse?ó, and òWhat changes should I 

make in my living arrangements to make things safer for my dogs and me?ó Obviously, these answers 

depend upon your health, your physical abilities, your support system and possibly your finances. 

SCWTCA Inc, is working to present a Webinar to address some and possibly all of these questions. 

Meanwhile use common sense and please be careful. Manõs best friend can leave a sloppy, slippery trail! 

Rooms at the Hyatt are nearly filled for the National Specialty weekend. Please visit the SHOP on 

SCWTCA.org to buy lunches for Saturday and Sunday, the Annual meeting dinner, and a wide variety of 

Wheaten ware fundraisers. Please check out all of these wonderful Wheaten products and do your 

Holiday shopping with us. Contact Nancy Draper or Barb Peterson with any questions. Check out the 

biographies of our two breeder judges on the website and please support YOUR National Specialty. 

Looking forward to seeing you in Pennsylvania this October!  

Slán go fóill,   

Or 

Bye for now,  

 

 
Emily 
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Cher's show career was brief but her status as a Therapy 

Pet Partner was well known at Nashville's hospitals and 

nursing homes. After becoming a champion and being 

mother to a few litters, she's enjoying retirement with 

Rosemary and Bud Walters as a therapy dog, and still does 

her visits occasionally.  

At the senior living center, Cher is quite well known 

among the residents. Last year Cher was presented with a 

bronze statue of herself with over 80 people attending, 

complete with champagne and petit fours. 

     Cynthia Hollis  

CHER 

CH HOLLYWOOD'S I GOT YOU BABE 

DOB: 5-16-2010                                                                                                                  

CH BON AQUAREL ICON O'KALER X HOLLYWOOD'S DANCING WITH THE STARS  

OWNERS: CYNTHIA HOLLIS AND ROSEMARY WALTERS 

 

Johnny lived a good life,   first as a show 

dog and Rally performer, then as a retired 

beloved pet of Karen Davis in Nashville, 

living the "Life of Riley." He had just 

reached 16 years before crossing over the 

Rainbow bridge. 

At one point Johnny was the sire of the top 

2 Wheatens in NOHS. His picture was on 

the Wheaten calendar in 2017 (shown). 

   Cynthia Hollis  

JOHNNY 

CH HOLLYWOOD'S JOHNNY B. GOODE RN  

5/12/2008 -5/20/2024  

CH HOLLYWOOD'S DAGWOOD BUMSTEAD CD RAE NA NAJ X HOLLYWOOD'S 

VENUS IN BLUE JEANS 

OWNER: CYNTHIA HOLLIS AND KAREN DAVIS  
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s˨ĥēēĴˋ˩_Ĵ µëÙÀġÙĀ vÙĚÎĥÙ 
By Rose Lawrie  

SCWTCA member 

rose2ramble@gmail.com  

 A neighbor down the street who has a Wheaten, told me she saw a beautiful female 

Wheaten puppy at the local pet store.  My husband Jon and I have been waiting 

patiently for a Wheaten puppy from a reputable breeder in our national club, so I had 

no intention of keeping a pet store puppy.  However, I put a crate 

in my car and perhaps this was instinctual, but I drove to the pet 

store to possibly rescue the puppy to find her a home.   I arrived to 

see an alert Wheaten puppy pacing in her long òcage,ó with a water 

bowl, a food bowl and a chew toy inside.  

I asked the clerk if I could see her.  He said she had been for sale for 6 

weeks. This bothered me. 

He locked me in a six by six cubicle with this 3 month old puppy.  She 

ran around and round me, mouthing and licking my ankles and tugging 

on the strings at the bottom of my cargo crop pants.  I picked her up. She 

kissed my chin and said to me, òPlease take me outaõ here.ó  

After a nail trim, a packet of papers and shot records from òa breeder in Kansas,ó I purchased 

her for $1,300.00 with the intention of doing Godõs work that day. I was on a mission to 

find her a home, though I will not make a habit of this.  

I couldnõt stand the thought of this puppy alone for one more night, and one more day 

of people walking by the glass window and saying, òOh how cute,ó never to get 

adopted. 

I took her home, bathed her, we loved her, and òPuppyó got a 

well check at the vet. I consulted with Nancy Butler, the 

amazing and dedicated President of National Wheaten Rescue, 

and former Rescue Chair for SCWTCA, and she put me in touch 

with their Rescue Coordinators who were dedicated and easy  

to work with.  

We had òPuppyó for a week.  I trimmed her, and we gave her the love she was desperate 

for.  We watched American Idol together. We gave her toys. We held her. She slept 

quietly in a crate by our bedside and she was an angel. 

 

At the pet store 

In my car 

Bath time 

Play time 

Me saying goodbye 

New Loving owners 

Rescue puppy on the 

left, with the new 

ownerõs 13 year old 

female wheaten 

National Wheaten Rescue offered that out 

of two hundred applicants, they found her 

a good home with an existing 13 year  old 

female Wheaten.  

My husband Jon and I delivered òPuppyó 

to the new owners at a meeting point five 

hours away.  We said goodbye and we got 

photos of each other.  I later received a 

photo of the puppy with her new Wheaten 

friend in their yard.  We miss her but we 

know she is happy in her new home.  
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Pedigrees are much more than names on a piece of 

paper. To top breeders, pedigree analysis is more 

important than DNA because a top breeder can òreadó 

genetic soundness. 

Purebred dogs are much more than a pretty cover so it 

is the òfamily treeó that determines what is inside the 

eye-catching exterior. 

Most kennel names on the pedigree should be familiar, 

and certainly some dogs should have the coveted CH. 

or even GCH, and ideally, some dogs should be 

recognized top producers. 

Itõs a fast paced world out there and increasingly, 

everyone is or wants to be in the express lane.  As you 

may have noticed, that can lead to pileups.  If you're 

too busy to study a stud dog's pedigree and learning 

basic genetics seems like a waste of time, well, your 

"breeding program" is headed towards a fatal crash. 

According to AKC records, the average life span of a 

new breeder used to be 5 years but Iõll wager it is now 

less than 3 years.  So it only seems fair to take 3 minutes 

to learn things that can improve your time in 

dogs.  Small rewards, like "bait" lead you onwards and 

help you succeed as a breeder. 

First, accept the fact that names on the pedigree tell you 

nothing unless youõve seen at least half of the first 14 

dogs. 

If a dog is òrepeatedó, i.e., appears more than once, pay 

particular attention and research that dog.  If you 

havenõt observed the dog in person, try to get a 

video.  Photos are better than nothing but be aware 

that digital retouching is common today and the very 

fault you are trying to eliminate from your breeding 

program can be erased from a photo. 

Parents and grandparents usually represent the most 

dominant genes in the pedigree but not 

necessarily.  Weõll get to the òdoubled up onó factor 

shortly but for right now, you need to know the 

phenotype and genotype of the first 6 dogs: sire, dam, 

and all four grandparents. 

vÙÀÓíĀç sÙÓíçĖÙÙĚˋ ZĆĚġ Ėġˑ 
By: Barbara J. Andrews      

Publisher, Hall Of Fame Breeder 

The importance of having a 

knowledgeable AND 

objective mentor in the 

breed canõt be stressed 

enough.  Depending on 

which bloodline the 

pedigree represents, your 

mentor may be a bit 

biased.  Itõs human 

nature.  The important 

thing when selecting a 

mentor to help you sort out 

a particular pedigree is: Has 

your potential mentor 

actually seen the first 6 dogs 

on the pedigree and 

hopefully, some of the 

siblings? 

Look for genetic evidence 

of thoughtful line -breeding on a particular dog within 

the third or fourth generation of the pedigree you are 

literally buying into.   If that dog produced consistently 

well, count him as being in the first or second 

generation because his genes are more concentrated 

and should therefore be more powerful.    

A dominant, linebred great-grandsire repeated on the 

pedigree can contribute as much as one of the first 6 

dogs. 

Hang on though, before you run into that pedigree 

pileup, you need to know thereõs a little glitch in the 

above statement.  More so today than ever before, 

most so-called line breedings occur as a matter of 

economy or convenience, not due to study of the 

genetics involved.  A mediocre dog repeated in the 

pedigree can be bad news.  Itõs up to you to ferret out 

the concentrated dogõs quality before getting excited 

about a òline-bredó pedigree. 

Top ranked BREED winners in the first two generations 

indicate someone was willing to spend time and 

money to prove their quality.   Those dogs could be  

Barbara "BJ" Andrews is an 

AKC Hall Of Fame 

Breeder who conducted 

Judging Workshops and 

Breed Seminars. She is the 

breeder of over 300 AKC 

Champions including over 

a dozen All-Time record 

holders. She is the author 

of numerous articles and 8 

breed books. She is the 

founder of 3 AKC Breed 

Clubs. In 1998 she 

launched the worldõs first 

public website 

(TheDogPlace.org) 

followed by 

TheDogPress.com and 

Books and since 1968, has 

been a featured columnist 

for all major dog 

publications, including the 

AKC Gazette.  

http://www.thedogplace.org/Writers/Andrews-Barbara.asp
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your super highway to breeding success.  If the pedigree 

doesnõt reflect one or more verifiable top ranked Best 

Of Breed winners within the first three generations, it 

means one of two things; either there are no 

outstanding dogs despite any claims to the contrary OR 

you just learned that incompatible top winners bred to 

each other for the wrong reasons do not guarantee 

success.  Even if a dog and bitch are outstanding 

representatives, it matters not unless they are genetically 

compatible. 

A compatible pedigree means that neither sire nor dam 

share the same fault either visibly (dominant) or hidden 

in their genes (recessive). 

Ideally, both would be dominant for the most 

important features of breed type and/or soundness.  Do 

not mistake compatibility as being "from the same 

bloodline" because frankly, very few real bloodlines 

exist today.  Anyone can get lucky once or even 

twice.  Before you buy into a pedigree, you need to 

slow down and take a good look at the road 

ahead.  You must have a readable map (pedigree) 

because thereõs no shortcut. 

Don't let the scenery distract you; see the dogs and 

apply what youõve learned into structuring a pedigree 

that will last and hopefully, become a superhighway 

for someone else! 

As a Master Breeder, I've presented dozens of seminars 

on breeding practices but as years went by, it became 

increasingly obvious that many breeders read names 

on a pedigree but have no idea if those dogs were 

prepotent and if so, for what?   Today breeders put 

more emphasis on ring fame and not nearly enough on 

prepotency and actual quality.  Breeding to a top dog 

means saleable puppies but it may not increase your 

reputation as a gifted breeder. 

Ring success can be bought with a good handler and a 

fat wallet.   What you do afterwards involves you!   I 

trust you are willing to take the time (gasp) to learn 

the basics and apply yourself to doing it right. 

Portions extracted from AKC Gazette Toy Fox Terrier column, 

June 2008 and ShowSight Magazine 2012 #149s1511612                                       

http://www.thedogplace.org/GENETICS/Reading-Pedigrees_BJA

-133.asp 
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THE EARLY HISTORY OF THE SOFT-COATED WHEATEN TERRIER AND BEYOND  

                                                      

The Early History Of The Soft-Coated Wheaten Terrier And Beyond is a must 

read for any Wheaten Terrier  enthusiast and a fabulous addition to a wheaten 

ownerõs  collection. On the back cover, author Barbara J Penney has written the 

following to entice us all.  

òWhat do we know about the Soft-Coated Wheaten Terrier? Itõs a good question 

and the answer is contained within these pages. 

The Early History Of The Soft-Coated Wheaten Terrier And Beyond has been 

thoroughly researched over 20 years using worldwide records, to assemble a 

lasting legacy of this wonderful breed. 

Put the kettle on, or pour a nice glass of Irish Whiskey, settle in your most comfy 

chair, and come on a Wheaten adventure through history. 

        Barbara J Penney  

Following written by Jo Dowdy (Breed Note Correspondent for Our Dogs UK)  

 I was very recently gifted a copy of  Barbara Penneyõs book, by the author herself,  with the question  òIs it what 

you were expecting?ó I was speechless, unusual for me but the book far exceeded any expectations I had held. 

Barbara & I have been friends since 1994 and I know for the last 20 years she has put her heart and soul into this 

book, such is her passion for Wheaten Terriers, let me tell you all it is one amazing book, with  WOW factor. 

The first thing to stand out was the beautiful front cover and the overall quality, then the thickness of the book 

containing no less than 430 pages & 600 photographs, walking us through the history of the breed. 

It is comprehensive and so beautifully written, 10 Chapters cover a timespan of ninety-one years from 1934 to 

present day. The first chapter quite rightly starts in Ireland & is entitled òMyths, Legends and Facts.ó I thought I 

knew them all, seems not. 

The global history of the Wheaten has certainly been professionally researched with sections on Australia, New 

Zealand, Canada, Denmark, Finland, Germany, Ireland, Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, United Kingdom, and 

United States of America.  

I could go on detailing the books virtues, as it is seriously packed with delights, but I will 

leave you to discover these and sign off by saying òAn adventure through breed history  

truly does await you.ó 

Finally, Barbara, we are all so immensely proud of you, and delighted your dream has 

come true. 

HOW TO ORDER 

The book will be available to order from the SCWT Club Of GB Shop Website in the 

near future, The Club shop can be located  at www.wheaten.org.uk/wheaten-club-shop. 

The cost is 30GBP, plus postage. 

Author      

Barbara J Penney 

ĀÙĲ +ĖÙÙÓ +ĆĆ÷ ĆææÙĖÙÓ ġëĖĆĥçë z-µ¢- fæ G+ 
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+ĖÙÙÓíĀç æĆĖ ġëÙ 2íææÙĖÙĀÎÙ Carmen L Battaglia holds a Ph.D.  

Most people think and act within the narrow 

limitations of what they have been taught during their 

early years as a breeder without ever questioning the 

basic assumptions that structure their world as a 

breeder. Because technology has become a tool that 

every breeder can use, it is important to stop 

periodically to see if we are experiencing a slippage in 

our values. This is an area that no breeder can afford to 

ignore and no one should drift from his or her breed's 

standard when it comes time to select sires and dams. 

Every breeder knows that there are more than enough 

problems to worry about. The key to success is staying 

focused on the important issues. Many times the 

problems of least importance are given more attention 

then they deserve. In practice, no breeder can 

realistically focus on every problem. This means that 

choices have to be made. In this regard, one of the 

worst dilemmas will come when a breeder discovers 

that they do not know what problems exist in their 

breed. This is closely followed by not knowing what 

problems exist in their pedigrees. Regardless of what 

problem seems to be important, how much progress a 

breeder will make can be linked to the learning of skills. 

Three standout. They are understating your breed's 

standard, knowing the modes of inheritance that effect 

the traits to be eliminated or improved and knowing 

what the strengths and weaknesses are that present in 

your pedigrees. In this regard there are several factors 

that separate success from failure. In this regard, some 

will know more about the ancestors in their pedigrees 

than others. Generally it will be those that occur in the 

first three generations because they contribute the most 

to each litter. Others will only study and use champions 

in their breeding program. This is because they are easy 

to notice and everyone appreciates a winner. Those 

with the least amount of experience will concentrate on 

only breeding to the dogs with health certifications 

(OFA, CERF, etc). This is because they do not know 

how to manage the carriers. Then there are those who 

believe that producing one good puppy or a champion 

will make them successful. In the end, most of these  

reasons will not be good measures of anything given 

what is known about breeding methods and genetics. 

For example, one good pup in a litter of faulty 

littermates is not progress. Even worse, is for the pups 

to be of such poor quality that most must be sold on 

spay/neuter contracts or on limited registrations. 

In order to know whether 

a breeder can make a 

difference begins by taking 

a close look at the 

qualities found in the 

litters they have already 

produced. This begins 

with the core elements 

(health, conformation, 

and temperament). 

Quality and soundness are 

the proven measures of 

progress and they are the 

factors that will make the 

difference. In this regard, everyone is not equal. Some 

breeders begin with better quality dogs then others. 

Some know more about how to pick and choose the 

best offspring. Some know which breeding method is 

best suited for each sire and dam. Some will have more 

breed knowledge and better networking skills. While 

all of these factors are important, until a breeder 

understands what strengths and weaknesses are 

imbedded in their pedigrees not much can be done. In 

practice, every dog has some traits that need 

improvement. This is true even among the better 

individuals. Ask this question, is there one trait or 

characteristic you would like to fix or improve in the 

dogs you are breeding? It is not enough to know the 

breed standard and which traits are to be faulted and 

disqualified. To do a better job, one most know the 

modes of inheritance for each trait. The mode tells the 

breeder how a trait will be inherited. But of all the 

things that might go wrong, one of the worst problems 

is to not know if the problems are caused by the 

recessive genes or by the management of the dog itself. 

Carmen L Battaglia holds a 

Ph.D. and Masters Degree 

from Florida State University. 

As an AKC judge, researcher 

and writer, he has been a 

leader in promotion of 

breeding better dogs and has 

written many articles and 

several books.Dr. Battaglia is 

also a popular TV and radio 

talk show speaker. His 

seminars on breeding dogs, 

selecting sires and choosing 

puppies have been well 

received by the breed clubs 

all over the country.  
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Unfortunately, there are no reliable estimates for 

knowing the frequency of problems that occur in a 

breed. This forces each breeder to develop his or her 

own list of problems to worry about. One technique 

known to be effective is to begin with a sheet of paper 

that has two vertical lines drawn from top to bottom. 

Space them wide enough so they form three columns. 

Over the first column write the words, "Problems in my 

breed". In this column list the traits and diseases 

considered of greatest importance to your breed. They 

might be size, short upper arm, small eyes, 

temperament or a specific disease(s). For example, in 

Dalmatians and German Shepherds it might be color, 

temperament, topline, upper arm or some disease. In 

other breeds, it might be body proportions, expression, 

shyness, lack of angulation, etc. The list could be long, 

but in every breed there will be at least four important 

problems that are more important then others. They 

should appear at the top of the list. 

At the top of the other remaining columns write the 

words, "Weaknesses-Pedigree of: ______________". 

Enter over each column the name of the sire and the 

name of the dam to be bred. Under each of their names 

list the traits that need to be improved based on the 

breed standard. At the bottom of their lists add a 

section called "Strengths". Under this heading list the 

traits that are considered their strengths based on the 

breed standard. When both columns have been 

completed, the problems and the priorities for each dog 

will become apparent.  

These three columns now become the road map for 

things to study and worry about. These lists also make 

clear what information must be collected about each 

breeding partner. Illustrated below is the list for a 

typical stud dog and brood bitch.  

Identifying problems on paper first helps to focus and 

give directions to a breeding program by keeping the 

important things in perceptive. It also serves as a 

reminder for what problems are present and which 

ones should be given the priority. The exercise of 

writing things down should be done before making the 

decision to use a sire or dam. This exercise helps to 

clarify and highlight what specific strengths and 

weaknesses are involved between the breeding 

partners. It also helps to identify the difference that 

exists between them. If the strengths and weaknesses of 

each breeding partner do not offset each other, it 

makes no sense for the breeding to take place. It makes 

less sense to worry about improving coat quality or 

color, if structure, temperament or health are the 

problems. In the example used above, notice that both 

the sire and dam have poor toplines. Unless they both 

have littermates and ancestors with correct top lines it 

would be difficult to justify this breeding because it is 

likely to concentrate the genes needed to produce a 

litter with the same poor top lines as their parents. 

Another common mistake is to place emphasis on only 

one trait. Those who do not consider the total dog, 

meaning the core traits (conformation, health, and 

temperament) will find that over time, the quality of 

their pups will soon begin to drift toward the breed 

average. In time, their pups will show all of the 

variations found in their breed.  

In the final analysis, how much of a difference a 

breeder will make in his or her breeding program will 

be directly related to how well these principles are 

understood. 
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The SCWT Club of Greater St Louis celebrated its 45th Anniversary 

at its Gateway Getaway specialty show on Friday, May 30, 2025, 

at the Purina Event Center near St. Louis MO.  The specialty was 

held as part of the Mississippi Valley Kennel Club all-breed show.   

Mrs. Rosalind Kramer judged the entry of 29 in the regular classes.  

Mr. Jonathan Herbert judged 14 in puppy sweepstakes.  Ring 

Stewards were Ed and Jan Koharik assisted by Susan McGee.   

The five day 

òStart Juneó cluster attracted Wheaten exhibitors and friends 

from across the country.  Specialty winners took home 

beautiful hand-crafted wood cutting boards selected by 

trophy chairs Jinx Moore and Karen Mueller.  The Club 

sponsored prizes for winners at each of the five shows.   

Club President Karen Mueller 

welcomed guests from 12 states 

at the buffet dinner following 

the show at the Hawthorne Inn.  

Jeanine Salvati arranged the dinner. Dinner guests shopped at the silent auction 

organized by Cindy Shea and Jan Schoenherr.  The auction featured Wheaten 

themed items.   

Festivities began with the Thursday show.   Raffle tickets went on sale for 17 fantastic 

items including a large Yeti cooler, Puppy Play Time mobiles, Radley London cross-

body bags and treats of all kinds.  Deana Boerckel chaired the raffle committee 

assisted by Lynn and Lanny Lenker, Jinx Moore, Karen Mueller and Jeanine and 

Tony Salvati.  Tony designed the specialty logo and 

donated the large banner for the raffle.   

SCWTCA Breeder Education Chair Shari Boyd, Dana 

Barton and Willie Rueda led a discussion of breed 

characteristics focusing on the Wheaten head 

Thursday afternoon. 

Saturdayõs BBQ was a time to relax and visit with 

friends.  Grill-master Denise Daniel and Jan 

Schoenherr made sure everyone was well-fed and 

comfortable.   

Putting on the specialty weekend was a group effort 

by Club members and friends.  Congratulations to 

all the winners.   

BY ELAINE AZEROLO  
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SWEEPS JUDGE,  MR. JONATHAN HERBERT: NO CRITIQUE  

BREED CRITIQUE:  MRS. ROSALIND KRAMER 

Dear Members of the Soft Coated Wheaten Terrier Club of Greater St. Louis, 

Thank you so much for the opportunity to judge your specialty in Gray Summit!  It was 

a pleasure and I enjoyed all the exhibitors and the dogs!  

My entry overall was quite nice. In the classes I felt bitches were stronger than dogs. 

Both my Winners Bitch and Reserve were lovely type.  Most of the class animals were in 

good coat and physical shape.   

While there were many good champions, I was pleased to see some 

lovely Irish Coated entries. 

Most entries were in great condition, and it was a pleasure to judge dogs in such good 

shape. 

Overall, my Best of Breed Bitch had lovely shoulders, was very sound both ends with a 

good tail set and good expressionélooked like a bitch!  My Opposite Sex was a lovely dog 

with good bone, lovely expression and in lovely coat.  

Overall, I think your breed is in quite good shape!  A few 

could use a better eye, and a better head.  Fronts in general 

could use some improvements, but most had good toplines 

and tail sets. 

Overall, I think it was a great entry of dogs.  Thank you 

again to all who exhibited, the show committee, and most 

of allñThe Dogs!  Also want to thank the Committee for 

the lovely judgeõs gift of which I will remember with 

fondness. 

BISS: STAR DOUBLE SHOT OF WHISKEY (B) 
GCH CH STAR TOO HOT TO DANCE TKI X CH STAR SEEING IS BELIEVING 

BREEDERS: COURTNEY KRUG, DENISE DANIEL  
OWNERS: DENISE DANIEL 

BOSS/RWD: JENDU GET BACK 
MACPHAIL FROM REX AUTEM SPIRITUS X CH JENDU AT LAST 

BREEDERS: DANA BARTON, CATHERINE PERRON 
OWNERS: DANA BARTON, CAROLE EVANS 


