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Emily 

Dear SCWTCA Membership: 

We need to ramp up our search for a New 

Benchmarks Editor. Helen Fraguela has been very 

patient with us and itõs time we stop taking 

advantage of her kind spirit. She has served this 

membership faithfully for many years. Her level 

of dedication will be nearly impossible to 

duplicate but we must try.  If none of you are 

willing or able to take on this task, we will be 

forced to reduce it to a much less impressive 

publication.  Perhaps if members realized that 

none of our former editors had previous 

knowledge or training in magazine design /editing 

but took on the job and learned while doing, the 

idea would be less daunting!  Seriously, folks, itõs 

an excellent learning opportunity for any member 

willing to take it on. Understand, you would be 

working with a more seasoned mentor. Please 

consider this challenging but rewarding 

opportunity.  

The SCWT has been officially classified by the AKC 

as a Low Entry Breed. This classification has 

ramifications beyond the number of Wheatens 

entered in a dog show. A more consequential sign 

of decline was the AKC report showing the sharp 

decrease in litters whelped by club members. 

There are those who feel that this may actually 

create a more positive future for the breed, while 

others fear the opposite.  

Several negative incidents have contributed to this 

downward spiral. CH Carlinayerõs Brendan 

Murdock ROM (Dockers) gained his ROM in 1997 

and sired nearly 100 litters before dying of PLN/

PLE in 2001. The 400 plus puppies Dockers sired 

had a stigma, as well as those of several other 

frequently used dogs that also proved to be 

affected. That year saw 9/11, airline travel 

difficulties have eliminated many competitors and 

Covid was a blow to the dog show world as well.  

It was a devastating time for all of us on so many 

levels and although 2001 brought one of our  

highest entries of all time at MCKC, we have been 

spiraling downhill ever since.  

It's important that our current breeder/exhibitors be 

reminded of the dangers inherent in breeding 

programs that involve use of the òPopular Sire 

Syndrome.ó I am issuing this warning based upon 

recent show catalogs that indicate breeders are 

returning to this frequently -used -sire type of 

breeding. It is particularly frightening, based upon this 

breedõs past history, the fact that PLE is still unresolved 

genetically and that some other genetically based 

health issues have more recently surfaced as well. I 

really hope that history doesnõt repeat itself. As a 

breed, itõs not a good idea to òbe putting all our eggs 

into one basket.ó 

Our breed grew very quickly because of its many 

positive traits; among them: no shed, no smell, its 

exuberance, adaptability, and overwhelming cuteness, 

along with the integrity of its early breeders. 

Unfortunately, many of those breeders have followed 

their dogs over the rainbow bridge while others have 

òaged out.ó Because we have failed to develop a next 

generation of breeders and exhibitors, our breed is 

coming up short. Health is very important, but we can 

be proactive without making it appear as though the 

breed is riddled with disease. We can encourage pet 

breeders to become new members and be a little less 

judgmental in our approach to club members who 

donõt necessarily do things as we do. Encourage 

people in your area to join the National Club. Finally, 

we can honor our breed and our breeders by 

supporting our breed club and our National Specialty 

as we celebrate fifty plus years of National Specialties, 

1973 -2025. 



 

Copyright©  SCWTCA, Inc. March 2025 - Volume 52, number 1                           5                        

     bŜǿ aŜƳōŜǊǎ    {ǇƻƴǎƻǊǎ 

CǊŜŘ CƛƴƴŜȅ - LƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ                   {ƘŀǊƛ .ƻȅŘ ŀƴŘ !Ƴȅ IŀǾŜƭȅ 

/ŀǘƘȅ ²ƘƛǎŜƴŀƴǘ - LƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ         {ƘŀǊƛ .ƻȅŘ ŀƴŘ !Ƴȅ IŀǾŜƭȅ 

CŀƛǘƘ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴ -  LƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ                aŀǊŎȅ YǊŀǳǎ ŀƴŘ {ǳǎŀƴ wŀǘƭƛũŜ 

9ƭƛȊŀ {ŀƎŀƭŀ - !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜ                  tŀǘǊƛŎŜ /ƘŜǾŀƭƛŜǊ 

tŀǘǊƛŎƛŀ {ŎƘƳƛŘǘ - LƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ          bŀƴŎȅ DǊƛŶƴ ŀƴŘ WƻŀƴƴŜ aŀƴƴƛƴƎ 

¢ǊǳŘȅ .ŀƴǘƭŜ -  LƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ                 {ǳǎŀƴ wŀǘƭƛũŜ ŀƴŘ aŀǊŎȅ YǊŀǳǎ 

[ŀƴŎŜ /ŀƴǘŜǊ - LƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ                   wƻǎŜ [ŀǿǊƛŜ ŀƴŘ aŀǊŎƛŀ ²ŜƛǎƳŀƴ 

tŀǳƭŀ wŀŘƛƴ  - LƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ                   tŀǘ aǳƭƭƛƴ ŀƴŘ Wƛƭƭ aƛƭƭŜǊ 

 

{/²¢/! ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƴŜǿ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊǎΥ 

µëÀġĚ˫ `ÙĲˑ 

I brought my first show Wheaten home in 1999. And so began the journey of 

showing, handling, grooming and breeding Wheatens. This journey has brought me 

wonderful friends, beautiful dogs and exciting wins. 

 The foundation for my breeding program is CH Gleanngay Tilde Wink. A beautiful 

typey, square bitch who I purchased from Gay Dunlap. I will be forever grateful that 

Gay sold this bitch to me and then let me purchase Doc frozen semen. From that 

start, I have bred successful show dogs including GCHS Lochlinear Gleanngay Cha 

Ching òChipó who reached #1 male during his career and GCH Lochlinear Head Over 

Heels òSmittenó who won BOS at our National Specialty.  

 I was first approved to judge Wheatens in 2018. I will soon have about half of the 

Terrier group. 

 I have a degree in Computing Science and moved to õSilicon Valleyõ, California from Canada in the 80õs. After 

working for many start ups and as a consultant, I joined Visa and worked there for 20 years before I retired. 

 I escaped the traffic and crowds of the Bay Area and now live in the Sierra Nevada Foothills - just 1 hour from 

Sacramento and 1 hour from Lake Tahoe with my 4 Wheatens (Blaze, Smitten, Knickers and baby Drew). 

 I am currently President and Show Chair for the Northern California Terrier Association, Co-Show Chair for Gold 

Country Kennel and Treasurer for Del Valle Dog Club of Livermore. I am past Treasurer for SCWTCA and past 

President for SCWTCNC. 

 I am looking forward to judging the SCWTCA National Specialty. It is an honor.  

 Pat Mullin, AKC Judge #101733 

  

MEET PAT MULLIN: 2025 SCWTCA SPECIALTY JUDGE 
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CHER  

CH HOLLYWOOD'S I GOT YOU BABE   

                                   DOB  5-16-2010                                       

BON AQUAREL ICON O'KALER X HOLLYWOOD'S DANCING WITH THE STARS                                                        

OWNERS: CYNTHIA STOKVIS & CARL MCGILL  

Cher is a star wherever she goes. She had a career as a show dog 

before coming to live with us. She was perfectly trained and as 

sweet and gentle a dog as we have ever known. When I learned 

about the Pet Therapy Program, I knew she would be a perfect fit. 

We trained and received our certification in 2016 as a registered 

therapy team. We retest and renew our certification every two 

years and were one of the first teams in Music City Pet Partners in 

Nashville, TN. Cher is loved at home and abroad by all the people 

she interacts and brings cheer to. She really brings so much joy to 

everyone she encounters and is so calm, nothing bothers her. As I 

always say, "Cher does all the work....I just walk behind heró as she 

brings smiles to all who encounter my sweet, gentle dog.       

      Cynthia Hollis  

9ȄŜǘŜǊϥǎ Lǘ !ƭƭ IŀǇǇŜƴǎ CƻǊ ! wŜŀǎƻƴ  5/!¢ {²9 {Lb9 {I5b w!¢{ /D/ ¢Yb 
hǿƴŜŘ ōȅ /ȅƴǘƘƛŀ {ǘƻǾƪƛǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƪƛƴƎ ²ƘŜŀǘŜƴ !ŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ 

ό²²!ύ !ǿŀǊŘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ нлнп !ƴƴǳŀƭ .ŀƴǉǳŜǘ ŀƴŘ !ǿŀǊŘ 
tǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝƻƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŀǿŀǊŘ ǿŀǎ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ƛƴŎƻǊǊŜŎǘƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлнр ²ŀǾŜƭŜƴƎǘƘǎ 
ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƪƛƴƎ ²ƘŜŀǘŜƴ aŀǎǘŜǊ !ǿŀǊŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ǝǘƭŜǎ ǿŀǎ ƛƴŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜΦ 
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CH Cela Right Amount Of Posh Mackanme One Great Pair Of Genes CH Cela Eternal Life  

CH Reyem's It's Going Down CH Kilronan Take It To The Limit CH Serendipity's Lady Liberty 

CH Star Dream Weaver GCH CH Star No Shirt No Shoes No Service CH Star Of The Sea  

CH Sundance Sandy Toes Sunkist Nose GCHB CH Sundance's Finnigan Wake Me When 

The Dream Is Over 
CH Sundance Kiss Me Kate 

CH Cameron Glorious Game Cameron Game Of Life Cameron Mary Mack 

CH Diamondjewel's Make Mine Notorious Music CH Exeter's I Hope You Dance DCAT CGCA 

CGCU TKI 
Diamondjewels Stylish One RN  

CH Joia's Heart Of Gold GCHB CH Greentree Olympic Charm GCHS CH Joia Gemstone's Brazilian Bombshell 

CH Pointbreak Keepsake Outlander CH Boreal Keepsake Immortal Boreal Victory Goddess Nikko 

CH Stratford Star Spangled CH Stratford Paperboy GCH CH Stratford West With The Night 

CH Tyrone Kir Royale Tyrone Summer Solstice Keepsake's Flirt In A Skirt 

CH Clover Kisses Sweeter Than Wine GCHB CH Keepsake Boreal Victorious GCH CH Clover's Kiss From A Rose 

CH Coventry Farm's Put It There Pal GCHB CH Keepsake Boreal Victorious CH Coventry Farm's Ain'T She Sweet 

CH Harbour Hill Pivot Pivot! CH Harbour Hill Mike Delfino GCHG CH Harbour Hill One In A Million 

CH Joia Gemstone's Lady In Red GCHB CH Greentree Olympic Charm GCHS CH Joia Gemstone's Brazilian Bombshell 

CH Keepsake's Game On GCHB CH Keepsake Boreal Victorious CH Keepsake's Simply Marvellous 

CH Greentree Olympic Goal GCHB CH Greentree Olympic Charm CH Greentree Goal Scorer 

CH Sandcastle's Hot, Hot, Hot!!! GCHB CH Keepsake Boreal Victorious CH Sandcastle's Golden Princess On The Emerald Coast 

GCH CH Lochlinear For Love And Money GCHS CH Lochlinear Gleanngay Cha Ching GCH CH Lochlinear Head Over Heels 

GCH CH Monarch Tails From Margaritaville GCHB CH Cailin Isle Autumn Running Like The 

Wind 
CH Mackanme Real Gold For Gemstone 

GCH CH Heirloom Gangster Of Love CH Moxxy Shandalee Unforgettable Fire CH Heirloom Anything But Ordinary Addie TKI 

GCH CH Rosheen Acacia Geragold CH Geragold Orla Finlandia GCH CH Rosheen Nua Glan At Acacia 

GCH CH Sandcastle's Live, Love, Laugh in 

Hollywood 
GCH CH Macphail Just The Real Thing GCHB CH Sandcastle's Aingeal In Disguise SWA SCE 

SEE RATN 

GCH CH Cadenza Op. 9 Seize The Day GCHB CH Greentree Olympic Charm Cadenza Op 7 One Jump Ahead 

GCH CH Pointbreak Keepsake Outlander CH Boreal Keepsake Immortal Boreal Victory Goddess Nikko 

GCH CH Charm Cyborg Personal Assassin CH Silkcroft Freeze Frame GCHS CH Greentree Charm Dynagriffe TKN 

GCH CH Heirloom Don'T Let The Sun Go Down On 

Me BCAT 
Stratford Too Close To The Sun Heirloom Perfect Harmony With Dromara 

GCH CH Leaping Leprechaun's Majestic Prince CH Bradberry's Regent Street London CH Sandcastle's Junkinthetrunk 

GCH CH Whindancer's Coming In Hot CH Tyrone Quintessential Pinehome CH Whindancer's Dancing Through The Fire 

GCHB CH Villanova Clean Sweep To Adako GCH CH Adako Ta-Ta For Now GCH CH Villanova Good Golly Miss Raleigh 

GCHS CH Atas The Music Man GCH CH Atas Harbour Hill Take A Bao CH Atas Riddler On The Roof 

 

DOG                                      SIRE                                  DAM  
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Jameson and I have 

been competing in 

scent detection 

with the SDDA 

association for two 

years now.  It has 

been an amazing 

and exciting 

adventure from the 

start.    

We began our scent training with no true objective in 

mind aside from having fun and continuing to grow our 

bond together.  Jameson 

was truly loving the sport, 

and showing his 

talent!   We practiced for 

about a year when we 

decided it was time to 

give a competition a try 

because why not!  It could 

be fun and another new 

adventure.  At the first trial entered Jameson was 

successful in all three Started component earning his 

started title with special mention.   This means he 

cleared the 

containers, an 

interior room and 

exterior 

search.  We 

moved ahead and 

continued our 

practice where we 

now have 

completed advanced (2 times) and most recently 

achieved his Champion Games 2.  Jameson 

accomplished this by completing 7 aerial searches, 7 

WŀƳƛŜ ǿƛǘƘ WŀƳŜǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ōŀōȅ 
ōǊƻǘƘŜǊΣ IŜƴŘǊƛȄ  

VÀÿÙĚĆĀ 2ĆíĀç zÎÙĀġ µĆĖ÷ By Jaime Borenstein 

Our next goal is to 

achieve our Excellent 

title.   We have 3 

excellent 

containers.  We have 

come so close to the 

interior but missed it by 

a whisker!  He works 

so hard and never stops 

trying .   It truly is a lot of fun to see him work and 

listen to his nose go.  His beautiful stack when he has 

found his odor is 

incredible and very 

clear!   One thing I 

adore about this 

sport, it is truly all 

about Jameson,  I 

may be at the end 

of the leash, but he 

leads the way and 

tells me when he 

knows, I call alert, but it is truly all him.   We have 

been working in other sports as well to help us gain 

strength and confidence to climb on objects that 

move and shake.  Being a smaller dog, hides that are 

4 ft high can definitely 

be challenging. Jameson 

has been training in rats, 

power jumping, dock 

diving, fitness and 

hoopers all of which 

help his impulse control, 

his smell and his ability 

to crawl, climb and feel 

more comfortable.  

aŀǊƻƭƻǳ ²ƘƛǎƪŜȅϥǎ [ŜƎŀŎȅ WŀƳŜǎƻƴ  ./!¢ 5{· 5W 5W! 5{ I5b 5{! /Db wb wL t/5 /5 L.!w L.wI b.!w b.wI 
!.!w !.wI a.!w a.wI /Ƙ.!w /Ƙ.wI ¢ww5 ¢w.Ǌ w!¢L L/Dw b/Dw !/Dw L/.w b/.w !/.w DwDb DwD!  {Φ5 

D/I {Φ5 D/Iн {5-{ {5-! {5-D! {5-D5 {5-D{  
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133 Soft Coated Wheaten Terriers bred last year by 

SCWTCA members are missing.  They havenõt been 

registered by the AKC.  Registration is the largest source 

of income for the AKC and, since Covid, registrations 

(along with litter numbers) have dropped dramatically 

and now, more than ever, every puppy counts.  

What does your puppy registration do? 

The AKC is the framework for the world of purebred 

dogs. It registers our dogs, which in turn makes them 

eligible to be shown not only in conformation but also in 

the ever-widening group of performance and companion 

eventsñAgility, Obedience, Rally, Fast Cat, Barn Hunt, 

Scent Work, Farm Dog, and CGC, to name a few.   These 

events could not exist without the AKC ð it sets the rules, 

approves events and judges, records the results, and sends 

out the titles. 

AKC inspectors visit kennels and check documents, which 

can result in the suspension of AKC privileges for puppy 

mills and bad actors.  This is how the AKC fights puppy 

mills. 

The AKC Government Relations Department fights on a 

local, state, and federal level for your rights as a dog 

owner and breeder. 

The AKC has been a major donor to the AKC Canine 

Health Foundation since its inception 30 years ago.  Some 

of our early research on PLN was funded by the CHF.  

Currently it is supporting research on hemangiosarcoma, 

probably the most deadly and undetectable form of 

cancer in dogs.  What Wheaten breeder has not lost a dog 

to hemangiosarcoma? 

When the 2024 AKC registration statistics were published 

in April, I asked Vanessa Skou of AKC Breeder 

Development, how many puppies of the litters registered 

by SCWTCA members with the AKC were individually 

registered.  Of the 69 litters and 362 puppies, to date, 

only 229 or 63% were registered ð 133 were not 

registered.   

Traditionally, breeders withheld registration applications 

until the puppy was spayed or neutered ð many of these 

puppies were never registered simply because people  

ʵʷʷ _MzzM`G s¦ssM8z 
ōȅ {ŀƭƭȅ {ƻǝǊƻǾƛŎƘ 

{/²¢/! !Y/ 5ŜƭŜƎŀǘŜ 

didnõt see the need.   The AKC added Limited 

Registration as an option in 1990 ð 35 years ago - and 

statistically SCWTCA members are using it ð of the 229 

puppies registered, 129 or 56% are on Limited 

Registration. 

How can we improve our registration numbers?   

Currently, our Code of Ethics does not require that 

puppies be registered ð it only stipulates that a 

registration application be provided to the buyer.    Our 

Code of Ethics should require that all puppies bred by 

members be registered. 

Breeders of Merit are required to register all puppies they 

produce.  I have suggested to Ms. Skou that  puppy 

registration by Breeders of Merit be monitored by the 

AKC.  Breeders of Merit who do not fulfill their 

commitment to register their puppies should be 

removed. 

Breeders of Merit are required to register all puppies they 

produce.   Breeders of Merit who do not fulfill their 

commitment to register their puppies are removed. 

AKC 

registration 

ensures that 

valuable 

health 

information 

about your 

puppy can be 

entered in the 

SCWT Health 

Endowment 

Database, 

which benefits 

not only the breed but your breeding program.  

Make your puppy people proud of their AKC 

registration.  Make sure they are aware of what they can 

do with an AKC registered puppy ð that pet you place 

may be a future Rally champion or a star in Fast Cat.  

And make sure that your kennel name is on that future 

star. 
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2Ćç `ÙĲĚ˔ ʶʴʶʹ sĥĖíĀÀ sĖĆ súÀĀ zëĆĲ 2ĆçĚ Ćæ ġëÙ ·ÙÀĖ ĲÀĖÓĚ 

¢˨ëÙ GĆúÓÙĀ ¢íÎ÷Ùġ ˩ .ȅ 9Ƴƛƭȅ IƻƭŘŜƴ 

There was a missed phone call, attempts to return the 

call, and then a letter that came over a month late due 

to my recent move. I was instructed not to tell anyone 

the news until after November 1, when Dog News 

would announce the nominees. Then the Golden Ticket 

arrived. Obviously it wasnõt a ticket to a chocolate 

factory.  

Every year Purina Dog Food and 

Dog News combine forces to 

present awards to those they 

consider the best of the best in the 

dog show community.  

This year a new category had been 

added, National Specialty, and the 

Soft Coated Wheaten Terrier Club 

of America, Inc was one of the 

three clubs nominated. The 

Newfoundland Club and the 

Shetland Sheepdog Club of America 

were the other two nominated. 

Anna Marzolino made sure that the 

voting information was spread over 

SCWTCAõs social media. Relatives 

and long lost friends were contacted, actually anyone 

we thought could turn on a computer 

was asked or coerced into voting for our 

club. 

January 2025 was decision time. While 

the invitation was addressed to me, I 

would have been happy to have 

someone else represent the club. Anna 

Marzolino and Pam Tinnelly co-chaired the specialty in 

question. Neither could come across the country due to 

health issues. I was concerned about navigating NYC 

myself but finally came up with a plan.  

At 10am on February 8, 2025, I boarded an Amtrak 

train in Harrisburg, PA bound for Manhattan. It was a 

short walk to The Refinery Hotel, a boutique hotel in 

the Fashion District. They were hosting a dog adoption 

event in a room off of the lobby as people checked into 

the hotel. Westminster weekend had started off well. 

After a short rest it was time to dress for dinner and 

head for Gotham Hall. Red carpet, greeters, and coat 

check ladies met as we entered. The Hall was huge and 

lovely with lots of great views. 

There was an open bar on a 

balcony with a great view of the 

main floor. Canapés abounded and 

liquor flowed. Old friendships were 

rekindled. I visited with Peter 

Green, handler of my first 

champion, Irish, American CH 

Benmul Belma. Andrew did his usual 

delightful tale of how I was his 

babysitter when he and his siblings 

were youngsters. After visiting with 

a few other old friends, I made my 

way to the assigned table. The seats 

were assigned 

according to the award categories so 

I sat between the Sheltie and the 

Newfie people. The Newfoundland 

Specialty Chair was very friendly and 

described how the club combined 

three years of specialties into one.   

They hosted the Specialties in 2023 

after taking off two 

years for Covid.  

As much as I would have liked for our 

club to win, it was no surprise to me 

that the Newfie Club took the first 

prize. After music and some comedy 

bits, it was time to return to the 

hotel. As we exited, there was a very uncomfortable 

surprise. It had started to sleet very hard and there 

were several inches of slush on the sidewalk and 

roadéand not a cab in sight! 

Fortunately the hotel was not too far and it was lovely 

and warm.  

That ends the highlights of a twenty-three hour 

whirlwind trip to the Purina/Dog News Banquet and 

Awards! 
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Applause, applause! Another psychological pressure. It 

makes for a very sporting atmosphere and a happy 

experience when winners are applauded. In some 

breeds it is a matter of course and every class winner is 

applauded throughout the judging. In other breeds 

there is silence. 

Be aware of the rather forced and tumultuous applause 

which greets the end of some classes. A very popular 

winner it might seem... or is it a very popular defeat of 

the consistent winner? 

Applause can be very reassuring for a judge but 

sometimes misleading and often calculated to seduce 

the judge. It is important that the judge turns a deaf ear 

to this ð he is judging to please himself, not to please 

the ringside.  

In the US the whooping and hollering at the big shows, 

especially during the specials class (best of breed) 

judging has often been written about as a testament to 

the love the fans have for great dogs ð and Iõm sure 

that is often true. But look carefully at the ringside in 

some breed judging and it can be seen that handlers 

have placed their team of assistants and friends 

judiciously around the ring to cheer on their dog.  

Unfortunately this has caught on over here when the 

group glitterati have their rent -a-crowd ringside to 

cheer on their dog. That is artificial applause, calculated 

to seduce the judge seeking security and popularity.  

The aspiring judge must be aware of the strength of 

character needed in the competitive environment of 

the show ring, especially when there is bad 

sportsmanship and gamesmanship from some 

individuals ð often well known for their behaviour ð 

who try to intimidate judges.  

 The long, hypnotising stare practised by some 

exhibitors as the judge walks down the line trying to 

pressurise a judge is easily avoided by looking only at 

the dog. Any attempt by an unhappy exhibitor to be 

confrontational in the ring should be nipped smartly in 

the bud.  

¢ëÙ sĚĴÎëĆúĆçíÎÀú sĖÙĚĚĥĖÙĚ Ćæ VĥÓçíĀç 
ōȅ CǊŀƴƪ YŀƴŜ 

όƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭƭȅ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ōȅ 
5ƻƎ ²ƻǊƭŘ лпκлпκнлмпύ 

Bad losers  

Bad losers are as they are because they have been 

allowed to get away with tantrums and sulks for too 

long. Stand firm and donõt be tempted to put up their 

dog as an easy way out. Stand firm and ignore their 

looks of disbelief, raised eyebrows and shakes of the 

head ð all theatrics to psyche out the judge and make 

him feel as if he doesnõt know what he is doing. Be 

aware of their psychology and stand firm!  

If advertising is calculated to influence judges to buy 

into a dogõs success, then there is another method of 

influencing opinions of dogs but in a very negative 

way. Unfortunately there has been a growth in 

another agenda used by some exhibitors to damn the 

chances of rival dogs by criticism and malicious gossip. 

Sometimes this is done on chat lines and social 

networking sites, and I am really pleased that the 

Kennel club has taken a stand on this, but it is often 

done at shows in the presence of judges about to 

judge the breed and criticisms are just casually dropped 

in.  

"How easy it is to judge rightly when one sees what 

evil comes from judging wrongly.ó  

I find this insidious spiking of dogs, the spreading of 

rumours, the insinuating of faults and destructive 

criticism the most disgusting and abhorrent trend in the 

dog world at the moment ð especially as it is a world 

supposedly populated by people who appreciate dogs. 

The agenda is to weaken a dogõs chances and, 

unfortunately, there are some who can be 

brainwashed in this way against a dog.  

What is even more disturbing is that people pass on 

rumours which are totally unfounded; they become 

embedded as fact and a dog is damned for something 

which is untrue. Sadly, there are judges who are 

influenced by their coterie leaderõs opinions, often 

subtly planted: "You couldnõt like that head, surely?ó 

or "You would want better movement than that, 

wouldnõt you?ó  
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This spiking of dogs often comes from a person who 

just happens to be showing a dog in the same breed or 

from someone who simply wants to try to have 

influence in a breed and seeks power over others and 

control a breed.  

It is important that other exhibitors and judges are 

aware of the subtle psychology being used here and 

stand by their own opinions rather than those being 

foisted upon them. it might be reassuring to feel ôin 

the gangõ but keeping your integrity means standing 

up for what you think rather than what someone has 

told you to think.  

Ah, integrity, that much used word and that much 

valued quality. Can we teach it at seminars? not at all 

ð but we could warn future judges of the pressures 

that might try to undermine it. I feel strongly that we 

should do more to prepare our judges and harden 

them up for some of the scenarios I have outlined.  

Judge the dogs  

I believe we have many excellent specialist judges 

who, in the true tradition of breeders and stockmen, 

ignore all the pressures and all agendas and go in and 

judge the dogs. It is a pleasure to watch.  

I was heartened to watch one such judge tackle her 

breed recently where she had a highly competitive 

open class with all the top dogs in the breed present. 

After the BOB judging her travelling companion and 

fellow exhibitor in the breed went up to her and 

said: "You poor thing ð that open class must have 

been a nightmare for you.ó the response was 

instantaneous: "no, quite easy really ð I just judged 

the dogs.ó Take heart!  

An awareness of agendas and pressures is important 

in preparing to be a judge when there should be only 

one agenda ð to judge the dogs on the day based on 

an interpretation of the breed standard and shedding 

all the other agendas such as reputation, ownership, 

friendship, favours, others' opinions... and so on. 

shed the psychological baggage and JUDGE THE 

DOGS!  

To wrap it up in a nutshell, take this moral from 

Elisabeth Gaskell, 19th century author and a keen 

observer of human nature: "How easy it is to judge 

rightly when one sees what evil comes from judging 

wrongly.ó  
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