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Emily 

In January 2020, five SCWT Board members 

resigned and the remaining four members were 

charged with approving the replacements. Dana 

Barton was the only member left from the 

previous Board. Bonney Snyder and Connie 

Koehler were elected the previous October as 

was I. As the new President, I chose the people. 

At the time my requirements were: 

1. Regional choices 

2. People without close ties to one another or 

to me (avoid cliques) 

3. Free thinkers with eyes on finances 

4. At least half with Board or Committee 

experience  

5. New people who wanted to grow from the 

experience  

 

The Nominating Committee for the 2025 Board 

is: 

Maggie Snow (OH) - chair 

Elaine Azerolo (MO) 

Pam Mandeville (NJ) 

Anna Marzolino (CA)  

Kathy McIndoe (AZ) 

Beth Sorenson (CO) alternate 

Susan McGee (MO) alternate 

 

Members are encouraged to email or write letters 

supporting their suggestions for the Board or 

explaining why they prefer a certain nominee. I 

am sure that this committee will be interested.  

This is the Presidentõs last year, and yes, I am 

finally leaving this Board. I have had the privilege 

of serving this club for ten years as President, five 

or six years as Secretary and Director, two  years 

as Specialty Show Chair, several years on 

committees, etc. 

Under my leadership SCWTCA developed Rescue 

and thirty years later said goodbye to a 501c3 

National Wheaten Rescue. Richard Tomlinson, 

past secretary of SCWTCA and I introduced the 

Open Registry and it morphed into the SCWT 

Database under Carol Carlsonõs direction. 

I have seen this club go through so many transitions 

during the past fifty plus years. Any number of times, 

there were claims that the club would fall apart if 

òblankó were elected or if òblankó judged MCKC. The 

club survives because the majority of the members 

share the core values listed in our Mission Statement. 

Please encourage one another and work to make this 

club even stronger. 

MISSION STATEMENT 

The objectives of the Soft Coated Wheaten Terrier 

Club of America, Inc. (SCWTCA) shall be: 

¶ to bring to perfection the natural qualities of the 

Soft Coated Wheaten Terrier. 

¶ to encourage the organization of independent 

local Soft Coated Wheaten Terrier Specialty Clubs 

in those localities where there are sufficient fanciers 

of the breed to meet the requirements of the 

American Kennel Club. 

¶ to urge members and breeders to accept 

the Standard of the breed as approved by The 

American Kennel Club as the only standard of 

excellence by which Soft Coated Wheaten Terriers 

shall be judged. 

¶ to do all in its power to protect and advance the 

interests of the breed and to encourage 

sportsmanlike competition at dog shows and 

obedience trials. 

¶ to conduct sanctioned matches, specialty shows 

and obedience trials under the rule of The 

American Kennel Club. 

¶ to guard against the commercial exploitation of the 

Soft Coated Wheaten Terrier. 

¶ to accept and abide by the Code of Ethics of the 

Soft Coated Wheaten Terrier Club of America. 

09/27/2011 
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SCWTCA Endowment, Inc.SCWTCA Endowment, Inc.  

a 501(c)3 non-profit organization, donations are deductible for Federal Tax purposes 

The SCWTCA Endowment Inc. wishes to thank its donors for supporting Wheaten health and 

research. Through these donations we were able to fund: SCWT Health and Pedigree Database, Dr. 

Katie Tolbert Chronic Kidney Disease & GI Bleed Study at NCVMF, DNA Testing Rebate Program 

and 4 webinars on Addison's Disease, Leptospirosis & PLN by Dr. Meryl Littman, Atopic Dermatitis 

by Dr. Ed Jazic and PLE Update by Dr. Katie Tolbert.   
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Mekayle was a very special girl who trained me as much as I trained her.  Her 

whole life was special; she flew back from DC just making the plane as we watched 

the temperature that afternoon decrease by a degree allowing her to fly.   Being 5 

months old, she had to be in a crate so I stood at Washington National watching 

the temp bounce up and down until we got the wave to  load her;  I was the last 

and most unpopular passenger on that plane to Minneapolis that day.  

Mekayle was incredibly intelligent, quickly flew through beginning obedience 

classes, finished her Championship, CGC and TKN.  My instructor suggested Rally or 

Agility so we took classes but due to my heavy work schedule, I only entered fun 

matches.  She started Barn Hunt when she was a little older and she quickly earned 

RATN, being in the ribbons right away. 

Most of all, she loved time at home; she would quickly run Rally signs upon 

command. She loved attention, and was known in class to stop and run over to the 

fence to ôgreet anyone watchingõ.  She always seemed to smile being featured in 

two SCWTCA calendars with her ôgrinõ.  We called her the ôMagic Carpetõ 

Dogé.after moving to a new two story house, she decided to jump at the screen in 

an upstairs bedroom and ride it down to land  in the shrubs (safely).  We saw her 

jump, gasped, thinking it was the end but when we arrived downstairs, she hopped 

off the screen and walked unaffected over to the kennel.  I credit agility for her 

ability to calmly ride a screen down 2 stories without panicking or trying to jump 

off!  

As she got older, she became my husbandõs companion as we retired.  Always by 

his side, she loved going for rides or Motorhome trips.  We decided for fun to enter 

her in Scent Work Container element last October at 15 yrs 7 mos.  She earned a 

ôQõ prancing off so proudly that everyone commented on her attitude.  It was 

classic Mekayle. She earned the Silver Sniffer Award for being the oldest dog out of 

several hundred in the Trial.  That was early October, and I was planning to enter her in another single element 

trial but by Thanksgiving, she was diagnosed with an aggressive melanoma of the mouth.  Still, she ran the stairs, 

did Rally commands and danced for her dinner.   

We went through Christmas and hoped to manage her to her 16th Birthday March 12th, but sadly, it wasnõt to be 

and we knew the time had come when she suddenly became weak as the tumor took over the left side of her 

mouth.    

Although we knew the end had come, itõs so hard to hug them for the last time and not want to let go.  Rest in 

Peace, sweet Mekayle, weõll always have you here in our heart with love and hundreds of  memories. 

              Cyndi Stokvis and Dale Schmidt 

MEKAYLE  

                                

    

                                                                                         

    CH EDGEWOOD IDOG CLASSIC RATN CGC TKN                              

              3-12-2009 TO 1-14-25                                          

CH DUIDREAM QUICKTIME X CH EDGEWOOD BUGABOO BAMBOO                                                            

OWNERS: CYNTHIA STOKVIS & CARL MCGILL  
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-ëĆĆĚíĀç À sÙĖæĆĖÿÀĀÎÙ sĥēēĴ .ȅ .ŜǘƘ {ƻǊŜƴǎƻƴ 

Evaluating a performance puppy for structure and temperament 

W ith the vast variety and availability of 

performance events more people are 

discovering how much fun it is to compete with their 

Wheaten Terrier partners. Before searching for a 

performance puppy, it is important to realistically 

evaluate your goals. Pick the performance venues of 

interest, and choose the right balance for you of 

conformation (if you also plan to show in the breed 

ring), structure, temperament to fit your life style, and 

competitiveness in your chosen sports. 

Although Wheaten Terriers arenõt a common breed in 

performance events, they have competed successfully in 

many arenas including agility, obedience, rally, 

tracking, flyball, herding, tricks, barn hunt, dock diving, 

coursing, disc dog and scent work. Performance titling 

options continue to grow including the relatively recent 

addition of fetch and farm dog. Many Wheaten Terriers 

can experience some level of success in most of these 

venues. There are a number of Wheatens that have 

earned the MACH and UDX titles as well as the AKC 

versatility titles (which require titles in obedience, 

agility and tracking). However, if your goals are to win 

at the top echelons of one of the competitive sports, 

you may be happier with another breed. I donõt expect 

to see a Wheaten on the AKC agility World Team or as 

the next national obedience champion (Iõd love 

someone to prove me wrong!).  

Most of my experience is in agility, obedience, tricks 

and rally, although I have done some tracking, herding 

and coursing. Whatever your own specific goals, it is 

nice to pick a puppy that maximizes your chance of 

having a good working partner that can stay sound for 

many years. In all cases it is important to select a puppy 

with good structure and temperament. Which specific 

traits are most important depends on which venues are 

most important and what level of performance is 

desired.  

Structure 

Good structure is important in all working Wheaten 

Terriers. A dog with good structure will be able to  

perform better and hold up for an extended career. 

While most breed show dogs compete for a relatively 

short period of time, many performance dogs compete 

into their middle or even senior years. 

Structure is particularly important for agility dogs since 

the physical demands of this sport are significant. 

Jumping ability, ground speed and ability to turn 

tightly are all desirable in an agility partner. Not all 

Wheaten Terriers have good jumping style. The most 

common faults I have observed are stutter-stepping, 

jumping early and overjumping. The stutter-stepper 

has a hard time picking a take-off point, and adds extra 

strides before jumping (these dogs also frequently jump 

early). This takes more time on course for each jump. 

Dogs that jump too high may have good timing, but 

their style adds hang time and also reduces their speed 

on the course, although not usually as much as the 

stutter stepper. A good confident jumper is the most 

efficient and fastest on course. Ideally dogs should 

barely clear the bar and the maximum arc of the jump 

should be centered over the bar. If a dog takes off 

early, it will appear to be angled downward when 

over the bar. Examples of three jumping styles are 

shown in Figures 1-3. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CƛƎǳǊŜ мΥ /ƻǊǊŜŎǘ ƧǳƳǇƛƴƎ ǎǘȅƭŜΦ bƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƎ Ƙŀǎ ŀ 
ƅŀǘ ŀǊŎ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŎƭŜŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōŀǊΣ ƴƻǘ ƻǾŜǊƧǳƳǇƛƴƎΦ 
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When choosing a performance puppy, ideally you can 

evaluate the performance of the sire, dam and/or other 

relatives, although nice working dogs can certainly be 

found in litters without proven parents. The proof of a 

working dog is in the ring. Titles indicate working 

ability, but actually seeing the dog work is even more 

useful. Some things like drive, attention and jumping 

ability are impossible to truly evaluate from the titles.  

When evaluating structure there are several aesthetic 

faults that can be overlooked, if you are not interested 

in competing in the conformation ring. Incorrect coat 

quality or color, ear size and set, bite and head shape do 

not adversely affect the performance dog. There are    

CƛƎǳǊŜ нΥ tƻƻǊ ǝƳƛƴƎΣ ƧǳƳǇƛƴƎ ŜŀǊƭȅ όƴƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƴŘ 
ƭŜƎǎ ǇǳƭƭŜŘ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ƧǳƳǇύΦ ¢ƘŜ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ 
Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƧǳƳǇƛƴƎ ŀǊŎ ƛǎ ǿŜƭƭ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ōŀǊΦ 

CƛƎǳǊŜ оΥ hǾŜǊƧǳƳǇƛƴƎΦ {ƻƳŜ ŘƻƎǎ ƻƴƭȅ 
ŜȄƘƛōƛǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴŀƭƭȅΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ 
ƻŦ ŀ ǊǳƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ƧǳƳǇ ŀǊŎ ƛǎ ŎŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ 
ōŀǊΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ǘŀƪŜǎ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ǘƻ ƧǳƳǇ ƘƛƎƘŜǊΦ 

also some breed structural faults that arenõt 

detrimental to performance dogs, including a sloped 

croup, lower tailset, topline that isnõt perfectly flat, 

and a longer body (if the length isnõt in the loin). 

However, it is very important to select a puppy with 

balanced conformation including good front and rear 

angulation. 

An accurate evaluation of structure is important. If a 

puppy is sold as òpet qualityó due to structural faults it 

will not be the ideal performance choice. The most 

important traits to look for are a well -angulated and 

balanced front and rear. Most Wheatens tend towards 

straighter angles. A conformation assessment is usually 

done at around eight weeks of age. If you arenõt 

comfortable evaluating structure, you will need to 

depend on the breeder or bring in an outside person 

to help evaluate the litter.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CƛƎǳǊŜ пΥ aƻǊŜ ŀƴƎǳƭŀǘŜŘ ǇǳǇǇȅ 

CƛƎǳǊŜ рΥ [Ŝǎǎ ŀƴƎǳƭŀǘŜŘ ǇǳǇǇȅ 
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Figures 4 and 5 show a more angulated and less 

angulated puppy at eight weeks of age. Both of these 

puppies have gone on to successful agility careers 

although the more angulated puppy is a better jumper.  

When jumping 16ó, there is some difference in jumping 

style, but it shows up significantly more at 22ó. The less 

angulated dog has less power and has to choose her 

take off place carefully to clear the jump. 

Temperament 

When I evaluate puppy temperament for performance, 

I look for specific traits in three categories: drive (desire 

to work), biddability (willingness to be trained), and 

general qualities (easy to manage and live with). 

The ideal puppy has strong drives. He loves food and 

toys and will both tug and retrieve. The pup has a long 

attention span and is very sociable with people, 

preferring interacting with people to dogs. A smart 

puppy is easier to train, but the pup also needs good 

focus, and a willing and forgiving attitude to be a good 

partner. Other desirable qualities include boldness, 

curiosity, and a medium to high energy level (preferably 

with the ability to settle when not working). For agility 

I also like a puppy with some body awareness. These 

pups are coordinated and, in my opinion, they seem to 

be more careful jumpers. 

Competition life will be easier to manage if your pup is 

a good traveler, eats well on the road, and has no noise 

sensitivity. A dog that is not reactive to other dogs is an 

advantage in both the class and trial setting.  

Evaluating puppy temperament 

Temperament starts with genetics, so it is ideal to know 

the sire and dam. I have a set of questions I ask about 

potential stud dogs to improve the chances of happy, 

confident, well -balanced puppies. If you canõt meet the 

sire and/or dam you can ask the breeder relevant 

temperament questions. 

In my opinion, breeders should use ENS (early 

neurological stimulation) on the litter and ideally ESI 

(early scent introduction), which is particularly useful in 

the scent sports. The breeder should provide an 

enriched environment for the litter including 

introducing them to many surfaces and noises, and 

exposing them to children and strangers. I like the 

òPuppy Cultureó program which is an extensive 

socialization and training program for puppies. 

Temperament testing of litters can be a useful tool. I 

have used the Volhard test as well as a test developed 

by Sheila Booth (it is called "Positive Puppy Preview"). 

The basic tests are similar, but Sheilaõs unique 

perspective tries to determine if a pup's drive can 

overcome its stress. She has a nice method to assess 

food and toy drive and the ability to switch between 

them. Ideally, the breeder will have the litter 

temperament tested and will share the results. 

However, in my experience temperament testing is just 

a snapshot of one day in the pupõs lives and is not 

necessarily predictive of future temperament. Good 

breeders spend countless hours with the litter and have 

a more complete picture of each pup over a longer 

period of time in a greater variety of settings. 

I have noticed that some puppies respond quite 

differently with a stranger or in a new location. Donõt 

rule those pups out as long as they score well 

otherwise. However, they will take more patience to 

learn confidence in all situations.  

When I raise a litter, I look at them both individually 

and as a group using a variety of games. To evaluate 

independence and òpushinessó I take the pups into a 

yard or large area, get their attention and run away. 

Typically, the pups all chase me, and once they are 

close I feed each one a treat, and then run off again. 

Some pups wander off or lose interest if they aren't the 

first one fed or after a few repetitions. Some get 

distracted by other things in the yard, while others get 

more focused on the game. I look for the pups that 

find the game exciting - even after quite a few 

repetitions they are pushing me for more. This is also a 

good way to evaluate food drive. Another game I play 

with the pups is using a flirt pole (a tug toy on a long 

flexible stick). This is a good way to evaluate prey and 

toy drive.   

I look for the puppy that wants to be with me in 

general and seeks eye contact. I also pick several tasks 

to teach each puppy individually - it can be sit, spin in 

a circle, get in a box, touch my hand with your nose, 

whatever. I prefer the puppy that learns quickly, 

doesn't get bored with the game and is pushy. I am 

also looking for resilience - if I change the game slightly 

the pup should keep trying or offer an alternative 

behavior rather than giving up. When I raise a litter, I 

work each puppy away from the litter at least every 

other day so I can evaluate their behavior one-on-one.  
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Another useful test is introducing them to odd and/or 

wobbly surfaces. A ball pit (balls in a kidõs swimming 

pool) and saucer sleds are two options. It is great if you 

can spend some time with the pups when they are with 

the breeder to see the differences in individual 

behavior. However, good breeders do their best to 

match each puppy with an appropriate home. 

Finally, part of what makes a great performance dog is 

the teamwork - 

everyone has a different training style and personality 

preference. If you like an assertive puppy, it may be 

harder to train a more docile puppy that needs a lighter 

touch and takes more work to build confidence and 

drive. On the other hand, if you like a softer 

temperament, the pushy puppy may frustrate you as a  

working partner and pet. Remember that most of the 

time you will spend with your dog wonõt be training 

or in the ring, so picking a pup that you personally 

enjoy is of utmost importance. 

It's also important to pick a puppy that fits in with the 

rest of the family. Very high prey and/or food drive 

can be challenging with young children. 

Genetic temperament traits are only part of what 

makes a nice working partnership; the final result is up 

to the trainer. Positive training methods work very 

well with Wheatens and a good trainer can 

accomplish a lot with almost any dog. Although most 

Wheatens arenõt given an opportunity to compete in 

performance events, I believe there are many that 

would make great working dogs given the chance!  
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I  tõs perfectly natural for dogs to bark. Itõs one of the many ways they express their innermost feelings and 

share valuable information with their pack, humans 

included. They provide a valuable service alerting us to 

strangers and telling us when they need to go outside. It 

would be unfair to expect a dog to never bark. But 

what happens when a good thing goes too far and 

becomes a problem?  

There are many reasons that dogs bark and the first step 

to reducing nuisance barking is to identify why the dog 

is barking. This is important for applying the right 

approach to training. Itõs also helpful to keep track of 

where and when the barking happens. Not all barking is 

the same. Itõs a complex, self-reinforcing behavior that is 

challenging to change, but with patience it can be done.  

Remember shouting does not help and will possibly 

even convince your dog that you want to join in on 

making noise with him. Instead speak in a calm yet firm 

tone. Train your dog to understand the word òQuietó 

instead of shouting random words. Itõs something all 

dogs can learn and understand. If there are multiple 

dogs take the time to identify the one that starts things 

off and work with that dog individually. A dog that has 

adequate mental stimulation and exercise is less likely to 

bark. The longer barking is allowed to continue, the 

harder it is to stop.  

Teach Your Dog the Meaning of òQuietó 

When your dog is barking observe when he quiets down 

even for 1-2 seconds. When heõs calm say òQuietó then 

praise him and give a soft treat. You are rewarding for 

no barking. Repeat this several times a day for the next 

few days. When he understands increase the challenge 

for up to 10 seconds then praise and treat. If he does not 

stop, decrease the amount of time and practice more. 

Eventually you can treat randomly for good behavior. 

Another option for training is to use a crate or gate. If as 

you approach, your dog barks move back and when 

silent say òQuietó then praise and move forward. Your 

interaction and attention is the reward. You may also 

use a clicker as a sound marker in addition to praise. If 

waiting it out does not work then itõs important to 

remove what the dog wants most. If he is barking to be 

removed from the crate then advance toward the crate 

when quiet and away when barking. It does not take 

long for them to figure this out.  

Basic Obedience and Teaching Impulse Control Helps 

Teaching impulse control and putting the dog on a  

òlearn to earnó program can help. For instance having 

dogs sit and stay for food, before going through 

doorways or before crossing the street are all examples 

of trained impulse control.  

Why is My Dog Barking? 

1.  òYouõre on my property!ó 

Your dog may be protecting his territory which can 

include the home and surrounding area. He may also 

be afraid. As the perceived or real threat gets closer the 

barking may increase in intensity and the body 

language may appear aggressive or assertive.  

Solution: Often this type of barking comes from what 

your dog sees and hears or interprets as threatening. By 

reducing what your dog sees you can reduce this type 

of barking. This may require solid fencing for 

perimeters or added landscaping. Removing the dog 

from being able to look out of windows and glass 

doors or adding window coverings will help reduce 

barking.  

2. òLook at me!ó 

Attention -seeking barking is common when dogs want 

something including companionship, basic needs and 

play. 

Solution: If your dog barks to go outside consider 

teaching him to ring a bell instead. If your dog barked 

at you when he was hungry and you fed him you may 

have inadvertently taught him to bark for his food. 

Instead have him go to a place or sit quietly and feed 

him on a regular schedule. Seek out other ways to 

have your dog communicate and express needs 

without barking.  

3. òIõm lonely or bored!ó 

Anxiety-induced barking can have a compulsive side to 

it as the dog may bark excessively and pace 

simultaneously when left alone. They may also appear 

depressed and become destructive.  

Solution: It is wise to consult a veterinary behaviorist 

for this type of barking who can recommend the 

proper solution whether it be the use of a DAP 

product, anxiety wrap, behavior modification or drug 

therapy. Boredom can be lessened by leaving out a 

few food -dispensing toys. And exercise and mental 

stimulation prior to leaving the dog alone can help 

too. Separation anxiety takes time to resolve and can 

be mild or severe. It can be caused by moving to a  

KĆĲ ¢Ć vÙæĆĖÿ À +ÀĖ÷ÀëĆúíÎ 
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new home, the 

absence of a 

family member, a 

change in 

schedule or being 

re-homed. Itõs 

helpful to 

contact a 

certified 

veterinary 

behaviorist who 

can help with 

behavior and medication if necessary. The American 

College of Veterinary Behaviorists (ACVB) is the 

certifying board for veterinarians who are specialty 

trained to advance the behavioral health of animals 

through research, science-based behavior education, and 

the practice of clinical behavioral medicine. Their 

website has resources and a listing for finding a certified 

veterinary behaviorist at dacvb.org 

4. òIõm so frustrated!ó 

When dogs are confined and cannot get to what they 

want they will bark out of frustration. For instance it 

may be a dog walking down the street.  

Solution: There are a few methods that can help resolve 

this issue. One way is to ignore the barking and reward 

your dog when he is quiet. You can use a clicker or the 

work òyesó to mark the behavior and then praise and 

treat. You can also counter-condition by offering high 

value treats for looking at you in the presence of the 

distraction. Another option is to limit your dogõs view 

by using window coverings. 

5. òI hear my friends calling!ó 

Dogs are social animals and often when they hear their 

friends barking they will begin to join them.  

Solution: You can discourage your dog from barking by 

playing music (to drown out the sound) or distracting 

your dogs with training or play.  Dr. Pamela Fisher, 

founder of the Rescue Animal MP3 Project has put music 

in more than1,100 animal shelters around the country 

claiming it has a calming effect and reduces barking. And 

according to a 2012 Colorado State University study, 

published in The Journal of Veterinary Behavior, dogs 

were less likely to bark when Mozart, Beethoven and 

other classical artists were playing, but not altered or 

other sounds. 

6. òIõm so happy to see you.ó 

What Wheaten Terrier can resist greeting their humans 

with a joyous exclamation barking.  The body in this 

case is loose and they may also whine. 

Solution: Teach your dog a different behavior like going  

to a certain place and stay there when you come 

through the door.  You can make this into a game and 

his focus on the effort will reduce barking.  

What Not to Doé 

Shock collars can hurt your dog and make dogs more 

aggressive especially if they associate the human or 

animal they are barking at with the pain.  Spray collars 

have become more popular since owners have become 

more aware of the negative psychological effects of 

shock collars.  Studies by the Animal Behavior Clinic at 

Cornellõs College of Veterinary Medicine suggest they 

are more effective than alternative shock collars.  The 

spray collars often use citronella, lemon juice or water 

to spray water in the dogõs face when the microphone 

picks up barking. However since it can also pick up 

other sounds, including other dogs barking, it can have 

a serious psychological effect and unduly punish the dog 

for good behavior.  The same holds true for Sonic 

collars. Any automatic collar can shock unnecessarily or 

too intensely as good behavior goes unnoticed and 

unrewarded. 

De-barking is a highly controversial procedure that 

carries severe health risks. According to the American 

Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA): òCanine de-

vocalization should only be performed by qualified, 

licensed veterinarians as a final alternative to euthanasia 

after behavioral modification to correct excessive 

vocalization has failed and after discussion of potential 

complications from the procedure with the owner. 

When dogs are housed in groups (e.g. laboratories, 

breeding facilities, kennels) de-vocalization should not 

be used as an alternative to appropriate animal 

management and facility design.ó 

Despite breederõs best attempts to reduce barking it is 

the new pet owner that will determine the successful 

outcome relating to behavior and barking. According to 

Jane Killion, dog breeder and author of the òPuppy 

Cultureó program and series of videos which provides 

guidance for puppy development from the whelping 

box and beyond, òAs a breeder, you can do everything 

you can to prepare the puppies for their lives but the 

new owners are ultimately going to shape and 

determine how all of your great preparation actualizes.ó 

In other words it is the owners who will often break 

down the good behavior put into a puppy by the 

breeder. It may start as simply as letting the puppy out 

of the crate on the way home when he whines.  

As with so many forms of behavior, education, 

continued training with a certified CPDT-KA 

professional and consistency can keep dogs and their 

owners headed in the right direction.  
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Mġ˫Ě ÌĆĥġ ¢ëÙ sÙĆēúÙ ¢ĆĆˍ .ȅ YŀǘƘŜǊƛƴŜ wƻƭŘŀƴ 

I have heard it said that òitõs all about the dogsó but I 

have learned itõs important to be òabout the peopleó 

too. Let me explain. 

It wasnõt long ago that I fell in love with my first 

Wheaten. Since then I have been introduced to a 

wonderful community  of individuals who love this 

breed as I do. As a new member of the dog show 

fancy, I try every day to learn the most I can 

about Wheatens. And there is a lot to learn! The breed 

standard and understanding it, the dos and donõts 

about showing, reading pedigrees, learning about 

important  Wheatens in the pedigrees, Wheaten 

grooming and ring presentation, health issues, and 

good breeding practices, all make it a journey of 

continuing education. 

I was invited to Ohio 

with one of  my mentors 

Sandra Ross and fellow 

Wheaten lover Susie 

Ratliffe. We ventured 

out for the evaluation of 

a lovely litter that Dana 

Barton and Cathy 

Perron bred. I was so 

excited to be able to 

attend and be present with long -time breeders during 

an evaluation. The first night we looked at the 

puppiesõ pedigrees. I am familiar with  half of the 

pedigree and was very excited to learn about the rest 

of the pedigree. It was fascinating to listen to these 

ladies talk about dogs in the pedigrees and what they 

loved about them.  They were open with each other, 

discussing their goals, challenges, and even 

disappointments over time. They were sharing 

information  about their breeding programs and how 

they want to go forward.  

The next day Jeri Voyles joined us from Arizona using 

Facetime when the puppies were evaluated. I have 

attended only a few evaluations but what was nice 

about this one is I was able to watch where they were 

putting their  hands and actually feel what they were 

feeling. I got to ask a 

lot of questions and 

make some 

comments too. I 

watched how 

puppies were stacked 

and gently 

handled to look for 

angles and other 

structural 

features. They 

described the attributes of the puppies in words that 

I had not heard before. The terms prompted me to ask 

them what they meant, how could you tell this on 

a puppy and why is it important to note.  

I asked if it was common for Wheaten breeders to 

gather at a breederõs home to evaluate puppies and 

discuss breeding. I learned that since Covid it has not 

been practiced as much. Covid took a lot from us but I 

hope that this is one practice that more breeders start 

doing again. I think itõs valuable for us to not just do 

this for the dogs but 

also to create breeder 

connections. Isnõt this 

why we are in the 

dog fancy? To enjoy 

being part of a 

community that loves 

the breed just as much 

as we do ourselves. 

The time 

these breeders gave 

me and their kindness to share their knowledge I will 

treasure forever. I learned so much and I feel it is 

important for  newer people to set aside their fears 

and reach out to experienced breeders and ask them 

to invest time to help educate them. By doing so I 

hope we learn to  continue healthy breeding to the 

standard. If you are more experienced, please consider 

inviting newer people to learn from your 

experience and your puppies. òIt's all about the dogsó 

for sure, but itõs also about the people! 
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