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“BOB b

DOUBLOON'S DOUBLE DARE

Bob winning WD/BW/BOB from the bred-by class at MCKC.
Thank you to breeder-judge, Kathy Clarke, for awarding Bob
this amazing honor.

ALWAYS OWNER HANDLED

[ BEST OF NGRS
I°5" BREED

CH Kincora Tara Life In The Fast Lane x CH Doubloon'sSnow Queen

DOUBLOON WHEATENS Elena Landa

elenamlanda@gmail.com
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fif Presidents Message

My year has revolved around the National
Specialty since the first. In fact my first
Montgomery County show was 1972. |
showed a Dandie Dinmont for Peter Green. It
was the only dog in his string that lost that
day. | have wonderful memories, great
friendships and lots of amazing dogs, all on
this journey with me. None of those great
times eclipse the great times we had this year.

The Hyatt hotel was nothing short of perfect!
There were so many areas for friends to sit
and reminisce. We had a very nice meeting
room for Cindy Vogels to present a terrific
update to the Judgeds
originated by Gay Dunlap. The food served in
this hotel was delicious and service was
excellent. While hosting the annual dinner on
Thursday meant that several members needed
to attend from home, the Soft Coated
Wheaten Terrier Club still maintained a
quorum. The Awards Ceremony celebrated
the many years of service and many positions
held by Gary Vlachos and Bill Behan . These
gentlemen both have served on the SCWTCA
Board, Montgomery Coordinators,

Committee co-chairs, Trophy Chairs and as
Ring Decorators. They are truly artists,
gentlemen and heroes of the breed.

Editor's Message

Betsy Geertson was honored with the Lifetime

Achievement Award. Betsy has been an active breeder
for many years but her devotion to Performance has
kept it alive for SCWTCA for most of that time. Willie
Rueda created a lovely tribute to Betsy, ending with
tears all around. The AKC Outstanding Sportsmanship
award was awarded to Chuck Rodamer. Chuck has
been working with Gary Vlachos for the past several

years and has gained respect and friendship from all he
meets. Chuck offers his help to all and consistently

proves that chivalry is not dead.

All awards are listed herein along with other details of

this lovely evening.

Friends, new or old, could get together in one of

multiple indoor and outdoor conversation areas with
food and drink service with the dogs welcome in many

of these areas.

It is a huge honor to have our National Specialty

recognized as one of the top three in the USA by

Pedigree and Dog News Awards. Please vote!
https://showdogsawards.com/vote2025/

Scroll down to:

NOMINEES FOR SPECIALTY SHOW OF THE YEAR

E mi

While we make every effort to obtain win photos from the Specialties, it is often very difficult and becoming
harder each year.

Most photographers will only provide photos if they were purchased by the exhibitor. This makes perfect sense

as they have a business to run. In some cases they are just too busy to acknowledge the request.

It is important for Specialty Chairs to communicate our needs with the photographer prior to the show. That
helps to lay the foundation for our follow -up conversations.
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/™®  Celebrating Long Life

LAYLA FINN
GCH STAR BRIGHT MYSIC GAL CH STAR KALER FOUR TWENTY
1324-2009 TO 11-07-2024 1124-2009 TO 01-29-2024

CH BON AQUAREL ICON O'KALER X STAR LIGIT STAR BRIGHT
OWNERS: JAN AND ROB SCHOENHERR AND DENE DANIEL
BREEDERS: DENISE DANIEL ANBONNIE LAR®N

Layla came home on a cold January day in 2010. She was a
wild child - full of energy and always moving. Finn came
home on Super Bowl Sunday in February. | remember the day
well, because later that day we took them both to a Super
Bowl Party - where everyone thought we were crazy to have 2
eleven week old puppies. Well, crazy we were - but we never
looked back! Together they calmed each other and became
best friends. Finn was always my special guy, while Layla's
heart belonged to my husband.

They did the show dog thing - both becoming Grand
Champions before they retired to just being pets. They shared
their time between our home downstate, where they slept with
us and protected us and our home from any number of dangers
- from the UPS guy to leaves falling from the trees.But, | think
their favorite place was Up North, where we have a small
vacation home in the woods. There, they ran free, off lead,
along the many trails my husband carved out with his tractor.

They both lived very happy and healthy lives for many
years. Then, at 12 years of age, Finn was stricken with liver
cancer. He had surgery to have theleft lobe of his liver
removed. He recovered well, and without chemo or radiation, lived happily for 2 more years. But, alas, that
nasty cancer came back, and we made the difficuldecision to help him to the Bridge.

Layla continued on, protecting us, with the assistance of her daughter, and then her granddaughter.Things were
going well and | thought she'd be with us to celebrate her 15th birthday. But then, in early November, the girl
who NEVER turned down a meal, stopped eating. We took her to the vet, who ran tests and told us he thought
she might be in liver failure. And, once again, we had to make that horrible decision.

People often ask how you know when it's the right time. Both Finn and Layla let us know. We didn't want either
of them to suffer - so, both times, we found a vet who came to our home, and with their family surrounding them
and cuddling them, helped them to the Bridge. | think they both left this world on a "good day" (as if that day can
ever be good for those who love them). They went on short walks, greeted visitors who came to say theirfinal
good-byes, with wagging tails, including the person who helped them to the Bridge. Neither seemed to be in pain,
just tired and ready to move on. We'll love you both and miss you forever - you definitely changed our lives in
the best possible way. We really weren't crazy after all.
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Andover Challenge Il

The Best of Breed winner at the SCWTCA National Specialty that is [f@ldregceby Elena Landa
October in conjunction with the Montgomery County KC show.

Amaden Best of Opposite Sex Trophy CA US GCHS KEEPSAKE TIMTARA IM A RO{

The Best of Opposite Sex winner at the SCWTCA National Specialty @anischeydShari & Sydney Robinson & Priscilla Tim
every October in conjunction with the Montgomery County KC show/ & Cheryl Satherley

Gleanngay Holliday Tropi@ay H. Dunlap PEGGY GALE

The breeder of Winners Dog at the SCWTCA National Specialty that B helEVd @ MEO S CLEAR SAI LI NG
October in conjunction with the Montgomery County Kennel Club show.

Everett Keller o0Ballyhood6 Me mo BARBARAISMOTH M IOPEZ & GUILLERROEDA

The breeder of Winnerds Bitch aACAGIATREBOCIAREPO DRBEAMi onal Speci all ty t
every October in conjunction with the Montgomery County KC show

Bryan E. McNamara Memorial Trophy GUILLERMO RUEDA AND BARBARA SMITH

The owner of the Wheaten bitch that wins Bred by Exhibitor Bitch at tA&BCWTIEREBOL DARE TO DREAM
National Specialty that is held every October in conjunction with the Montgomery
County KC show.

Jim Little Trophy PEGGY GALE

The owner of the Wheaten dog that wins the Bred by Exhibitor Dog ¢lads &8¢ OME® S CLEAR SAI LI NG
SCWTCA National Specialty that is held every October in conjunction with the
Montgomery County KC show.

Best in Show Award GCHP DOUBLOON'S EXTREME GAMER BCAT

Any Wheaten who wins Best in Show at any AKC show, but not at a|Srfai@beatey Kennel Club #1 Saturday, September 30, 2023
Wheaten Terrier Club of America specialty, as verified in American KdodgeCl#y Richardson

Owned by Elena Landa

Reserve Best in Show Award GCHP DOUBLOON'S EXNIE GAMER BCAT

Any Wheaten who wins Reserve Best in Show at any AKC show, oth&ttldaseph Kennel Club, Inc. Sunday, July 23, 2023 Judge: Jamie Hubbar

SCWTCA specialty. Owned by Elena Landa

Best in Specialty Show Breeder Award (National) ELENA LANDA

The breeder who wins Best of Breed at the SCWTCA National Spec|ditpvthaBisT E R 0
held every October in conjunction with the Montgomery County Kennel Club

Caraway Celebrate Life Best of Winners PEGGY GALE

The breeder who wins Best of Winners at the SCWTCA National SpeBiditNtfaHOME 6 S CLEAR SAI LI NG
held every October in conjunction with the Montgomery County Kennel Club show
and Roving Specialties as held.

Brenmoor Bre®y Exhibitor Challenge Award (Specialty) BARBARA SMITH, MEAISOPEZ & GUILLERROEDA

The breeder or breeders of the Wheaten that accumulates theromost pat#sCIA TREBOL DARE TO DREAM
the Bred by Exhibitor class over the National or Roving Specialty wegkend.

Brenmoor Bre®y Exhibitor Challenge Award (Roving) MELISA LOPEZ

The breeder or breeders of the Wheaten that accumulates the most pRD&HEEN SWEET DREAMS OF YOU
the Bred by Exhibitor class over the National or Roving Specialty wegkend.
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Abbyés Postage Dhu OdéWaterford

The Wheaten that has defeated the most Wheatens by winning Best

during the show calendar year.

CAQJS SEHSKEEPRAKE BASHION ICON
Jf BfEeR ONI1 CA ™"

Register of Merit
Top Producing Wheatens:

Sires must produce fifteen (15) champions of record Dams must produce eight

US CA |IE CH GERAGOLD ORLA FINLANDIA
CA US GCHS KEEPSAKE TIMTARA IM A ROCKSTAR

(8) champions of record; Effectfive for ROM6és granted after |Octo
Obedience Dog of the Year CH KILRONAN RUN FOR THE ROSES CD BN RA CGC TKN
The Wheaten with the highest average Obedience score at AKC showwrdRtingp® Kathy Clarke
the show calendar year, with a minimum of three qualifying scores that are
averaged.
Agility Dog of the YeaMACH) AGCH2 MACH20 RORY RED KING OF THE LINKS MXC5 PDS MJS6 P,
MEB2 TQX T2B10 DCAT THD A RATN TKP
The Wheaten with the highest MASTER Agility points at AKC shows, Wh02|s Q obc cee
owned or eswned by a SCWTCA member. Mary Whiting
Agility Dog of the Yed?ACH) PACH STRATFORD SPLENDID OUTCAST OA AXJ MXP6 MXPS MJP7
MJPG PAX MFPB T2BP3 BCAT
The Wheaten with the highest PREFERRED Agility points at AKC shov‘\}s,(\afvﬁo |)§ 3BC
owned or eswned by a SCWTCA member. Lisa Clagett
Ida Sawtelle Mallory Versatility Dog Standard Award (VX) GCH ORION TREBOL BREAK THROUGH CD BN TD NAJ CGC TKI
Any Wheaten who has achieved advanced titles in two different comBeisgrGeertson
areas, including Conformation, Obedience, Agility, Tracking, or Herding.
Ida Sawtelle Mallory Versatility Dog Excellent Award (VS) PACH WHINDANCER MOCKINGBIRD PAWS CDX MX MXJ MXP4 MXF
MJP5 MJPB PAX ACT1 RATCHX CGC TKP
Any Wheaten who has achieved advanced titles in two different competition
areas, including Conformation, Obedience, Agility, Tracking, or HerdiRgtricia Wiltse
CH KILRONAN RUN FOR THE ROSES CD BN RA CGC TKN
Mari Phipp& Kathy Clarke
Working Wheaten Standard Award (WW) GCHB VANBEARDG6S Ol LI BHEAR STARLI
Any Wheaten owned by a SCWTCA member that achieves advanced#tleieém R. OstranBewers
different competition areas including Barn Hunt, Dock Diving, Flybal é\'l%ls y&\r}fiD MY LAST DANCE FOR YOU AO, OAJ, SCN, SC|, BN
Rally or Therapy.
Amy & Robert Crowe, Denise Daniel
AGCH2 MACH20 RORY RED KING OF THE LINKS MXC5 PDS MJS6 P.
MFB2 TQX T2B10 DCAT THD CGCA RATN TKP
Mary Whiting
CH KILRONAN RUN FOR THE ROSES CD BN RA CGC TKN
Mari Phipp& Kathy Clarke
Working Wheaten Advanced Award (WWA) EXETERG6S I T ALL HAPPENS FOR A REA
Any Wheaten owned by a SCWTCA member that achieves advancedijhdisianStodvis
ggﬁreonrtfﬁg:get'“o” areas including Barn Hunt, Dock Diving, Flyball, Nosg Worke 100 Rory RED KING OF THE LINKS MXC5 PDS MJIS6 P.
Y by MFB2 TQX T2B10 DCAT THD CGCA RATN TKP
Mary Whiting
MACH PACH2 DUNFRAEG6S LI VE I N|MOME
MJIP6 MJIPS PAX2 NF OFP SWA SBE SCE RATO CGC TKP RATI
NwW1
Dina Melendez
BALLYBAE KELEIGH'S W'WILOMENA ERIN FCAT7 CGCA TKP VSWI

Dorice Stancher
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Working Wheaten Advanced Award (WWM) MACH PACH2 DUNFRAEGS

Any Wheaten owned by a SCWTCA member that achieves advancecsv'lt‘ljt es in two
different competition areas including Barn Hunt, Dock Diving, Flyball,DNoaeVidleridez
Rally or Therapy.

Cheryl Mitchell

LI VE I N|MOME

6 MJPS PAX2 NF OFP SWA SBE SCE RATO CGC TKP RATI Nw1

KALER'S ROXIE THE DAME WITH MOXIE RA SWA SCM SBE|RATO TK

Health Award Recipients Congratulations to the dogs belonging to these owners who have complete

Awarded to Soft Coated Wheaten Terriers that have met one or more of 4 speci

all the dOCLHPentation for the awards!

levels of health testing requirements and have posted those results {dMaggBC8ibw, Lori Fernandez, Sandra Ross, Katherine Roldan, [Carolyn

Health and Pedigree Database. Garrett, Patricia & John Swaney, Deb Van De Ven, Patrice CheValier,
Lana Campbell, Dawn Sealy, Susan Ratliffe, Art Miller, Abby Koc¢han,
Marci Kraus

Wheaten Terrier Ambassador Award Summerland's Rhett Butler

Presented to the Wheaten Terrier that has made a difference in its cdowmenityy Jeff Verkon
Preferably titled in one AKC performance event, the emphasis of this award is.on .

. . . red by Jessica Schollaert
diplomacy and community service through therapy work and/or excegptional
fundraising activities for the greater good. An added bonus is the willingness to
participate in new ventures including -vestilimag testing, or outdoor sports

such as skijoring or kayaking; exhibiting a zest for life.

Rescue Family of the Year Award Karli Mueller

Awarded to the person or family who exhibits extraordinary care, dedication, and
personal sacrifice in the performance of rescue efforts on behalf of the SCWTCA
rescue.

Distinguished Service Award

GARY VLACHOS and BILL BEHAN

member may receive this award.

CHUCK RODAMER

Lifetime Achievement Award

future.

BETSY GEERTSON

AKC Outstanding Sportsmanship Award

Awarded to a member in good standing with the AKC and with SCWTCA.
A nominee should embody the AKC Code of Sportsmanship, and should reflect those qualities which|perpetuat
image of SCWTCA and its membership, as well as the sport of purebred dogs. There is no limit on the number

SEE NOMINATING LERTEN FOLLOWING PAGE

Presented to a member in good standing with the AKC and with SCWTCA for a minimum of 5 years, who ha:
selfless devotion to our breed and to our Club. This is not necessarily an annual award. It is reserved for an ou
individual who, over the years, has consistently demonstrated exceptional commitment to SCWTCA by suppo
mission of the Club with enduring dedication and extraordinary contributions to the Club and to Soft Coated V
Terriers while exhibiting good sportsmanship, good will, and consideration of others.

Presented to a club member who has made significant contributions to the breed or the club over many year
recipient should be widely recognized by club members as having contributed in meaningful ways in breeding,
conformation, performance, health, education, rescue, mentoring, or other aspects of the breed that are critic

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL!
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Betsydéds contributions started with her first &hstaaceien i n 1
AAs an owner, breeder, and mentor to many puppy ownher s;
AAs a relentless, kind and fair trainer, who hliagdgnallamesasst ed
obedience, agility, nose work or her passion: tracking;

AAs a member of the larger terrier community by athnal ping i
Specialty;

A As the owner of a thriving training facility and commun
AAs volunteer to her local kennel club and bearer to all

Notably, as an owner/ breeder:

AsShe put a Championshi p ddJsd CEDX omrt rleerd sf iKri smtg Whea tl eers, 000y
AShe owned and bred 11 Champions of Record and is direct]
AHer breeding has achieved recognition in gr oumpnaSpeogiyet i t i
Sweepstakes Winners;

AShe has reached high in her training with mul ttoapkhowledyek C a
and reward owners of all breeds that compete in Obedience, Agility, and Tracking events. Two of her dog&CEX;ny, D&, level 2
TD) and one attaining level 1 (CD, NA, NAJ, TD);

AHer dogs have always carried titles as pr ef yNosea\ork Seentf f i x
Work, Barn Hunt, Trick Dog, and Canine Good Citizen.

For years, she acted as the Clubdés Performance Chair, fac

Ashe, along with Carol Carlson, was a driving dcatyheléatbehi n
Montgomery County Kennel Club (now part of the events at Palmyra);

AShe hel ped est abl i sTerrie Tridls tlat lepd up tozhe Natidnal Specéaky IEvehtah igoongatainy the
SCWT by having the Club sponsor days dtdhicAlrials;

AHer 1l eadership routinely generated profit usgegteBdaafohael p o
separate Performance Budget derived as a percentage of profits from those events;

AShe worked diligently with other terrier cl| odwlestincludingient i
securing trial secretaries, managing volunteers, determining awards, setting up and tearing down show sited, comd itezsseing b
ABet sy was instrument al in establishing the r\Wmatensrwhoeecalt s
in conformation, obedience, tracking, agility, and herding;

Ashe played a major role in creating the Wor ki Whatebvehat e n
achieve in other sports including: Barn Hunt, Rally, FASTCAT, Trick Dog, Scentwork, among others; and

AShe helped secure AKC recognition of the Soft Coated Whe
And finally, over the years as a club member:

AShe was a frequent contributor to Benchmarks, furthering
AShe is always available to help committees be hsiQmiitdgehe sc
ABet sy was recognized by her fellow Club Members in 2011

Aln 2015 with the now retired Jan Linscheid Fell basnsatiei p Aw
an extraordinary contribution to the SCWT Club of America and to the Breed, and who epitomizes the outstaaidisng human qualitie
Linscheid.

| ask the Board to recognize my long time friedutesabc@long with the support of at least 30 members, whorer@éisied|ar
order, and who contacted me to support this proposal for

Sincerely, Guillermo Rueda
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Congratulations to Wheaten Ambassador Award Winner for
2024 Jeff Verkon and Rhet't
Butler) bred by Jessica Schollaert (Summerland)
nominated by Lynn Cone.

SUMMERLAND'S RHETT BTLER
GCH Raelyn Jewel Of The Nile X GCH Marquee's Pretty Littl
Love Song :

Rhett is a typically friendly Wheaten but when he is wearing his Service Dog harness he is focused on working as
a task trained service dog. Jeff and Rhettt go everywhere together including visiting local veterans and
encouraging them to either train their dog or have Service Dogs 4 Veterans get them a dog to train. Rhett is truly
Jeffds best friend and has guided other veterans 1in

SCWTCA 2025 Calgndar

-
Full of stunning color phqtc')graphs

of our beloved Wheatens
. kK ~
13 Months from Jan 2025 to
Jan'2026

¥ %k
.

Holidays and upcoming Wheaten

event schedules R
%%k %k .

Order online at

4 www.scwtca.org/shop/

four perfect l'lolld
" For frgends rélatlis and your‘pupp
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+J _AETJ WEAT
Our performance wheatens returned to In the Net Sports Complex in Palmyra, PA on September 30th for the start
of a busy four days featuring agility, obedience, rally and Fast CAT.To encour age breed spirit

competitiondé was held again this year. Villages were e
OHal |l oween! 6

Four teams competed in agility--Diane Guillotte, Lorene Jones, Barbara Fleichmann and Annie GelinasEach day
brought new course challenges by judges Sherry Jefferson (PA) and Ginger Robertson (GA)The enthusiasm and
skill of our SCWT teams was so very impressiveevery team brought home ribbons, memories, and
accomplishments.

Congratul ations to this ygée
Dianne Guillotte and (Motion) Marolou Motion

Dianne Guillotte and (Highway) Marolou Highway
Annie Gelinas and (Sybelle) Pinehome Sybelle Anime

Barbara Fl eichmann and (D
Daisy

Lorene Jones and (Chance) Diamondjewel Luvs Second
Chance

Special congratulations to Lorene and Chance who qualified in four of six runs and completed their novice standard
and novice jumpers titles!

Updates from the Performance Committee:

Next year the SCWTCA will be sponsoring one of the four days at the cluster. Mark your calendars for Tuesday,
September 30th, 2025. We hope to celebrate with a LA

The SCWTCA Performance Committee is active again. If you have suggestions and ideas about performance,
please contact cachairs Sharon Masica (smasica@buckegxpress.com) and Marcy Kraus
(marchwindwheatens@gmail.com).
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The very first Soft
Coated Wheaten

A Terriers, two of

. f them, arrived here
from Ireland in

breed was not
forthcoming
however, and, although they were shown the following
year at Westminster, early efforts to earn breed
recognition met with defeat.

4 About 10 years
later, when
Mar gar et
along with her
brother, Tom
OdConnor
priest) and mother,
Cecelia, became
involved, things

Early 1940s Wheaten began to move

1946. Interest in the

Oi

(i

along at a brisker clip. It seems Margaret had happened

upon a picture of one of the early imports and,
contacting the owner, she ultimately was put in touch
with I relandds Wheaten T

er

Holmes. The result was that, in 1957, a Wheaten Terrier

bitch named Hol menocks G
their lives.

Then, in 1961, Mar gar et
Staten Island Kennel Club show. Naturally, the show
bug bit her and Margaret, needing some competition,
began searching for other Wheaten owners. In her
enthusiasm (she could be most persuasive), Margaret
convinced Charles and Eileen Arnold (Kennel name,
Cobalt and later Sunset Hills) to join her in working
toward AKC recognition. Their mutual enthusiasm was
contagious, and as a result, a small group of 12 or so
Wheaten owners was brought together. Quite
appropriately, on St Pat
they met at the home of
Ida Mallory, in Brooklyn NY, to form the Soft Coated

ra

de

ri
Ma

Wheaten Terrier Club of
America. The group set as its
goal the preservation and
protection of the breed in

the United States.

I nstrument al
success was M
in public relations which
provided her with the
necessary skills for promoting
the breed. A club newsletter
was an early order of the
day. The first edition was
mimeographed and mailed to 12 subscribers and by
fall of that same year, the second edition was sent to
50! Margaret also convinced Dan Kiedrowski, editor
of the then new publication, Terrier Type, to accept a
monthly Wheaten Terrier breed column.

IRIS

It is not my intention to present a history of the
SCWT&6s earliest days in this
detailed history is availabl
The Complete Soft Coated Wheaten Terrier. Rather, |

want to share from my own personal perspective

what it took to move the breed forward, from 1970
through breed registration,
recognition by AKC in 1973 al
granting the SCWTCA permission to hold its first

national specialty in 1975. It took many additional

years to win the acceptance and respect of the Terrier
Group at | arge. Thatods a s

My own personal involvement began in 1970, when,

after failing to acquire a show quality Yorkshire

Terrier, a friend suggested that | might want to

consider a Soft Coated Wheat
of them, 6 | responded. My fr |
for a couple of years prior and had met a few while

there. Upon investigation, | immediately became

intrigued. After all, I t hou
about a medium sized 9§§v1
smell or yap?6 FortunatéFy,
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in the northeast, and | was living in Westchester well, notably the Tibetan Terrier, Bichon Frise and the
County, NY at the time. Although it took some Akita. Added to our winning incentive, dog

research, | ultimately, met up with a delightfully publications had devised a point system for
enthusiastic young lady, Anne Elwell, and her charming  Miscellaneous Class wins.

Wheaten Terrier bitch, Sunset Hills Toby Mug. Anne

had no puppies, however, so she sent me to Toby
Mugds breeder, Charles Arn
me to Jean Free, who, conveniently, lived in New York

While we were

busy working

toward breed 2rr e
3 recognition in the

City. Jean had imported a bitch from Ireland that show ring as
recently had whel ped a |it individuals, there : u d
dog, O6Call ahan of Sunset were other 5

connection that, in early 1971, | found myself with an challenges to deal
eightweek-ol d Wheaten puppy bit : with on a group
Annie Sullivan. GAY AND JACKIE WOHR level. Whereas
WHEATENS AT WESTBURY We were all goal
oriented and on
the same page with regard to recognition, a deep
divide was brewing that threatened our ties. Many
referred to it as the oBatt]l ¢
Spearheading this potentially critical divide was the
then prominent Kerry Blue Terrier breeder exhibitor,
Judd Perry. Judd had taken on Anne Elwell as his

| immediately joined SCWTCA and began to haunt the

| ocal dog shows. By then,
Arnolds had convinced everyone in the Northeast with
a Wheaten Terrier 6 months and older to promote the
breed by showing them at AKC dog shows and
matches. There were voluminous matches back then as
well, and these were a godsend for breeds not yet

registered or recognized by AKC. They also gave
g g y y g protégé of sorts and together they commandeered a

neophytes, which | surely was, the opportunity to not .. .
phy y PP y . few others to insist that the Wheaten Terrier should be .
only |l earn but to put into skil

. rimmed. Other k th ite si f the fen

and ring conduct. Sadly, these matches have all but t e,d Othe §too the opposite side o\t © fence,
. . . saying in effect, 0Over our

disappeared today, along with handling classes.

. . | suspect the latter group felt threatened for the
Haunting dog shows was how | met and became quite ) ) .

, . : o obvious reason that they had no idea how to trim a

close with Jackie Gottlieb. She was campaigning her

Wheaten Terrier, Stephen Dedalus of Andover (call d o.g and, perhaps didndt want
R , . dedicated dog people that way, notably, Barbara
name O0OSweeneyo) . Il was i mm

L . : Miller who turned her passion from Wheaten Terriers

Jackieds wing by virtue of
. to Norfolk and became the breeder of fame we now

most beautiful Wheaten | had ever seen. | would show

. R . know through her Max -Well Norfolk success.
Jackie photos of my, OANnnNiI . . . . 1e

. . Nonetheless, emotions ran high, with both sides
thought Annie would be as pretty as Sweeney. Looking e o
. . claiming the other would be the ruination of the

back at those days, we both realized the question was breed. However. our mutual desire for breed
quite absurd since Jackie had at best a thimbkull more ’

recognition won over and we were able to put our
knowledge than I. But onward we trudged. | began . . . .
. . . . divergent views on presentation aside, at least for the
showing Annie at matches first and it was there that |

met other Wheaten Terrier owners, Emily Holden i NG,

(currently president of SCWTCA), Carol Carlson, Meanwhil e, Cecelia O6Connor,
Marjorie and Dan Shoemaker, Pat Devlin and many mother, kept members of the club informed and on

others. As soon as Annie reached 6 months, she was track through the clubds new:
entered in her first show. We were eligible to enter the recurring theme was the importance of entering our
Miscellaneous Class only, so there were no dogs at AKC events and of registering them in

championship points, but we took it quite seriously, SCWTCAG6s Studbook, both vital
nonetheless. The competition was rather robust, and consider the Wheaten for registration and subsequent

not only against Wheaten Terriers but other breeds as recognition. The dedication of our early members was
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mind boggling such that by the fall of 1972 we would
claim over 500 club members and a registry of over a
thousand dogs. Recognition by the AKC also required
that the breed display geographic distribution, and we
soon had representation across the country.

Emily Holden even flew out to Los Angeles with two
of her Wheatens, to show them and garner interest
there. A new board was
Tom6 would serve as
as Vice President. In an effort to create a board that
was more supportive of an untrimmed Wheaten, my
name was added to the slate, and | was subsequently
elected. At that time, | was a rank novice and very
tight with Jackie Gottlieb who was a vociferous
proponent of the un -trimmed Wheaten. | imagine that
my close relationship with Jackie created the
assumption that | was against trimming. Father Tom
was so against trimming that he went so far as to
suggest we cease our efforts for AKC recognition,
which he felt would ultimately lead to the destruction
of the breed. But by then, the dye was cast; we were
full speed ahead and determined to have our breed
eligible for AKC conformation competition.

It was in late 1972 when we were notified by AKC that
breed recognition was imminent. We had much to do
in preparation. First of all, we had to determine our
preference regarding Group Classification. The old
guard Terrier people were far from welcoming and
there were some Wheaten folk that felt we might be
better suited to the Non -Sporting or Working Group.
This idea was met with intense disfavor. Given our
Irish heritage, along with our tight ties to the Irish

Terrier and the Kerry Blue, placing the breed anywhere

but the Terrier Group was to fly in the face of breed
history. Terrier Group it was. Once this was done, we

were called upon to revise our breed standard in order

to comply with AKC guidelines. A standard revision
committee was appointed
Directors and, since the general membership was

opposed to trimming, the committee was weighted
heavily with

Only one committee member, Charlie Arnold, wanted
the dogs trimmed. Others on the committee, Father
Tom, Marjorie and Dan Shoemaker and I, represented
the non-trimmers, although at that time only Father
Tom was steadfast while the other three were more
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by the pattern for a

t hose-trimmers i d EThose of us with an

minded. Finally, on the committee in an advisory
capacity, was preeminent terrier judge, author, and

well-respected Westie breeder, John (Jack) Marvin and

presi cWerequestioning our competence with scissors.

Meanwhile, we puzzled over the Irish Kennel Club
Standard that <clearly
Some of our Wheatends
from Ireland, were truly abundant which was
confounding since these coats were quite apart from
the coats of their Irish import parents (Irish Coats, we
call them today) al so
Exactly what did abundant mean? We then found
ourselves being accused by Wheaten Grand Dam,
Maureen Holmes, of introducing other heavily coated
breeds into our gene pool. As rank novices, we were
purists in the strictest
for a second consider such a shameful, reprehensible
deed as outcrossing with another breed. In addition,
and although a few British Wheatens had been brought
into the country, most of us were steadfastly breeding
to dogs of pure Irish lineage, only.

And how did we end the battle of the scissors, you

may ask? Marjorie Shoemaker was an inveterate artist
who had developed a well -defined vision of a trimmed
Wheaten Terrier. A few of us fell in love with her

vision. As a
consequence,
Marjorie was chosen
to develop our
nati onal ¢
and, more
importantly, created

more stylized
Wheaten Terrier.

artistic eye, were
quick to adapt and,
as a result, our
trimmed Wheaten
Terriers began to win
in the ring. The naysayers

MARJORIE SHOEMAKER

WITH HER 1973 TRIM of

14

S

his wife, Bea. Jackds sugges

type fringe on the end of ou]

was quickly squelched.

As mentioned earlier, those
el ¢t ri mming6 camp were not so m

stated
coat s,

referr

en



were caught up in the dictates of our early standard, Terrier Group competition. Group placements have

whi ch asserted that t he Wh becomemorecommonplace. Andwe can proudly

and must so appear. 6 The s pointtomore Bests In Show, as well. Y
presented to and approved by AKC at the time of our
admi ssion (June 12, 1973)
purposes the coat may be tidied up merely to present a
neat outline but may not be clipped, plucked or
stylized. 6 Over the years,
true to the tenets that admonish the use of clippers or
the practice of plucking. And it continues to mandate

that over trimmed dogs should be severely penalized.

The early years were formative years for the Soft

Coated Wheaten Terrier in the United States. They

were years of learning, years of serving, years of

growth, years of acceptance, years of giving and ' d
taking, years of caring, years of sharing. They were the
years that drew us together, gave purpose to our

passion and this passion fueled our purpose. Through

Nonetheless, the Wheaten Terrier of today is quite our shared passion and purpose, close personal

scissored and stylized. My personal preference is fora  relationships developed, and these bonds have lasted a
slightly more natural | oo k lifetime. Thatwe were able to put our differences aside, ¢ k e -
is not so perfectly manicured. allowed our breed club to grow and flourish. It also

enabled us to pull the breed through some very

difficult times. | wish current goals mirrored those of

the 1970s: goals based on what is best for the breed

rat her than satisfying or}ec”)s
that a specialty judge was chosen because she (or he)

can be trusted to knowledgably and impartially judge

the breed; chosen by individuals whose interests are

about more than self but, rather, reflect concern for

Incapable of trimming their own dogs and the fact that

we were not a hard -coated terrier made the breed
untenable to many professional terrier handlers. Often,
they werendt willing to sp
scissor the coat. And to this day, there are but a handful
of professional handlers that can put a pleasing trim on

a Wheaten Terrier. On the other hand, many of our
owner-handled Wheatens are looking pretty spiffy these
days, and things are looking up for Wheaten Terriers in  the entire breed.

Are You €omputer Savvy?
Unleash Your €reativity...

N We Are Looking For
A Benchmarks Editor

/

Skills Needed

% Computer knowledge BENCHMARKS

March 2023

- Ability to work with Layout Tools, Text Tools,

Graphic Tools

- Simple excel spread sheets

Creativity

Understanding of commercial printing

requirements (pagination)

Knowledge of conformation shows and other dog sports
Ability to work with people

Ability to make and meet deadlines

.,
e

»,
o

xr],’,mgﬁ?r

Current editor will continue to do ad design if desired. Contact Helen Fraguela Fraguela@aol.com if interested.

e P o
e e e

Copyright© SCWTCA, Inc.December 2024 - Volume 51, number 4 15



WH EATEN H EALTH N EWS

Presented by: Susan Ratliffe, WHN Editor
Chair Wheaten Health Education Committee

AKC CANINE HEALTH FOUNDATION FUNDS GROUNDBREAKING STUDY TO
EVALUATE POTENTIAL REATMENT FOR DEGENERATIVE MYELOPATHY

RALEIGH, NC (June 1, 2023)3 The AKC Canine Health Foundation (CHF), éﬁéﬂ:‘niiﬁﬂ
a non-profit organization dedicated to advancing the health of all dogs,
announces funding for a groundbreaking study evaluating a potential :’E‘g;'ECD'pANTS
treatment for canine degenerative myelopathy.

Help us study a new
treatment for canine DM!

Degenerative myelopathy (DM) is a progressive neurologic disease in dogs |....
with characteristics similar to some forms of amyotrophic lateral sclerosis
(ALS or Lou Gehrigds Disease) i
available to slow disease progression in dogs. With CHF funding,
investigators at four veterinary teaching hospitals are collaborating to seup clinical trials and establish
treatment protocols for dogs with DM using riluzole, the first drug approved by the FDA to treat ALS in
humans in 1995.

dThis grant will allow for a platform trial desiQ
Dr. Joan Coates, the studyds Principal I nvest i gaj
ol nformation about biomarker testing and controlp

of the current participating institutions (University of Missouri, The Ohio State University [Dr. Sarah
Moore], Tufts University [Dr. Dominik Faissler], North Carolina State University [Dr. Natasha Olby]),
facilitating consistent data collection and providing easier access for dog owners wanting to participate in
clinical trials.?®o

The potential for a new treatment to slow clinical progression of DM in dogs is garnering support from
many dog owners and other nonprofit organizations interested in the disease. The CHFunded study is
sponsoredbyBubbafés Buddies, a nonprofit organizati on
treatment options for their dog. The charity raises funds for DM research and provides support for other
families affected by the disease. The Finding a Cure for DM Foundation, Inc. is another nonprofit
organization that decided to use its remaining assets to support CHfunded DM research.

OA treatment for degenerative myelopathy would
dogs and their families,é6 says Dr. J. Charl es
partner with our dedicated investigators and

The DM treatment study is part of CHFds $13.
aspects of canine physical and behavioral health. Full details on the study, including information on
participation, can be found at www.akcchf.org/03139.

WEBINAR ON TREATMENT OPTIONS FOR DOGS WIH CANCER

I f you missed it, the September 17, 2024 webi
SCWTCA website under Health. It was a good overview and full of up-to-date information. The speaker
was Dr. Kimberly Anne Selting, DVM, MS, DACVR Oncology at University of lllinois. She is a Veterinarian J
in Radiation Oncology
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In the SCWT database there are 243 Wheatens entered with cancer.
m 75 are listed as unspecified. The location is listed as follows:

Bladder-5, Skin, Spleer20, Lungs6, Mouth -6, Testes, Brairl2, Mammary-5, Kidney-2, Jaw, Throat, Back,
¥ Anus, Nose, Liver2, Intestine, Esophagus

6 Meningioma-Brain
% 2 Adenocarcinoma Mammary

¥ 3 Pancreatic BANCER - DUGS
14 Mammary Tumors . What Is Cancer?
30 Hemangiomasarcoma head, spleen, abdomen

Malignant tumors Sahcenisan
8 uncontrolled

¥ 11 Melanoma mouth-10, 1 nose can spread to oo

other parts of the abnormal cells.
body and replace

§ 6 Carcinoma bladder CEE TS
14 Lymphoma Soveiip bacass

of damaged DNA.

2 Spindle Cell Tumor mouth

N 9 Sarcoma legs3, chest

3 Lipoma skin-2, Mammary -1
3 Trichoblasttoma head-1, earl
§ Dondt forget to enter your dogs with cancer in tQ he

RECRUITING DOGS WITH CHRONIC KIDNEY DISES®E IRIS STAGE Ill OR IV

NC State University College of Veterinary Medicine is enrolling for a study to evaluate if gastrointestinal
(G) bleeding occurs more commonly in dogs with chronic kidney disease (CKD) compared to healthy
dogs. Dogs with CKD are commonly prescribed gastroprotectants, but these medications may be
unwarranted and could be harmful. The goal of this study is to determine if dogs with CKD are more
likely to have Gl bleeding compared to healthy dogs using video capsule endoscopy (VCE), a safe and
non-invasive way to evaluate the Gl tract.

PARTICIPATION
A Dogs will be fasted the evening before and afternO(
A Dogs will be administered an AlicamE video casule
A The VCE wil!l pass harmlessly in the dogds st N
STUDY BENEFITFSREE

A Free physical e xam, bl ood wor k, urinalysis, (
measurements at screening appointment 4

A Free video capsule endoscopy of the entire GI ract
INCLUSION CRITERIAS In order to participate in this study all dogs:
A Must be diagnosed with | ate stage chronic kidy di

o Creatinine > 2.9mg/dL on two separate occasions

o Urine specific gravity <1.015
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1 Weight is > 6.5kgs (14lbs)

I NOT have other systemic diseases (diabetes, hepatitis, Gl disease)

f  NOT using drugs associated with Gl bleeding (NSAID, steroid, clopidogrel)

This study is generously funded by the Soft Coated Wheaten Terrier Club of America (SCWTCA)
Endowment Inc.

LEPTOSPIROSIS FAQS

§ What is leptospirosis?

N Leptospirosis is a bacterial disease. It can infect people and animals includir;_'
Wheatens and other dogs. There are several different strains of the bacteria.
Where is the Leptospira bacteria found?

The Leptospiria bacteria is present in the urine of affected animals including rodents, wildlife, livestock and
pets. The Center for Disease Control (CDC) says rats are a major reservoir of the bacteria.

What areas of the United States are affected?

¥ The CDC reports the disease is present in urban, suburban and rural areas throughout the United States.
M Hotspots include the eastern, midwestern and southwestern areas according to the American Veterinary
Medical Association (AVMA).

% How is the bacteria spread?

N Itis spread by contact with contaminated water sources like ponds and creeks or muddy soil and by
contact with urine from affected animals. The bacteria can live in the soil for months. Heavy rain and
flooding increase size of areas impacted.

How does a dog become infected?

Dogs become infected if mucous membranes (nose, mouth, eyes) or open wounds come in contact with
the bacteria. This contact can be with an infected animal or contaminated water or soil. The bacteria can
W also be passed through the placenta to puppies from an infected dam.

What is the incubation period following exposure before the dog become ill?
The incubation period varies from 2 to 30 days according to the CDC.
Can people get leptospirosis from contact with infected dogs or other animals?
Yes.
What precautions should the owners of an infected dog take to avoid getting the disease themselves?

The AVMA advises owners to follow good sanitat:i
M the dog urinates in the house clean up quickly. Wear gloves, use a household disinfectant and wash hands
after handling the dog. Give medications to the dog as prescribed by the veterinarian. :

How does a leptospirosis infection affect a dog?

Leptospirosis may cause a mild infection or it may be severe, damaging vital organs including the kidneys
and liver. It can be fatal if not diagnosed and treated. One study reported that it was fatal to more than
25% of affected dogs.
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What are the symptoms of leptospirosis in dogs?

Symptoms are not specific to this one disease, making it more difficult to diagnose. Symptoms vary and
may include fever, vomiting, diarrhea, lack of appetite, lethargy, abdominal pain, dehydration, changes in
drinking and urination patterns and muscle stiffness and pain.

What are the symptoms of leptospirosis in people?
Early symptoms may include high fever, vomiting, diarrhea, muscle aches, jaundice, and eye redness.

How can leptospirosis be diagnosed?

Tests have been developed to identify leptospirosis in dogs which help veterinarians diagnose the disease

more quickly. Recent advances in testing procedures have reduced the time required to get results from
weeks to a few days. There is also a new iroffice test available. There are limitations to all tests.

How is leptospirosis treated?

Antibiotics are used to treat leptospirosis. Other medications may also be used to reduce symptoms.
Treatment should be started as soon as the disease is suspected.

How can leptospirosis be prevented?

There is a leptospirosis vaccine designed to prevent dogs from getting the disease. The vaccine protects
against the 4 most common strains of leptospirosis and may reduce the effect of some others. Two initial
vaccinations are given four weeks apart followed by annual boosters. Puppies can be vaccinated
beginning at 12 weeks of age.

Is the Leptospirosis vaccine considered a
Yes. I n 2023 it was added to the I|ist of
Does the Leptospirosis vaccination cause a reaction?

Todayods vaccine is less |ikely to cause severe
Ol eptospirosis vaccines are no more |ikely to
is vaccinated owners should observe the dog so any reaction can be treated if necessary.

What procedure should be followed if one dog in a multi -dog household is diagnosed with leptospirosis?

All dogs in the household are at risk. If the dogs have been vaccinated previously, titers may be used to
determine level of protection. The veterinarian may recommend consulting a board certified veterinary
internist.

For more information about leptospirosis view Dr. Meryl Littman VMD DACVIM November 2024
webinar on the SCWTCA website www.scwtca.org

HERE IS A NICE LITTE ARTICLE ABOUT MOLLY WHO WAS DIAGNOSED WITH
LEPTO AND SAVED! THAIKS TO DR. SARA JABLONSKI WHO IS QUITE THE VET!

A |ittle back storyée

The local vet provided her with fluids first and then when we came back

for a recheck and more fluids, he took blood. The blood work indicated
issues with her liver. The vet recommended that we go to a place of ‘
higher care. | chose one and those folks started antibiotics and discharge ';
her even though she was not eating or tolerating her medications.
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¥ They admitted her to the I CU. Dr. Sji

| ended up driving to Colorado State University and having her seen there.

based on the assessments run at Michigan State University, Molly had lepto, bu
% a less severe than typical infection since Molly had been vaccinated. Dr. Sara
Jablonski is now running a PLE study for dogs at Michigan State University.

HERE IS A PICTURE OF MOLLY NOW

WEBINAR: LEPTOSPIROSIMERYL LITTMAN, VDM - IS IT PLN OR IS IT LEPTO

NOV 14, 2024 7:00 PM
This webinar is dedicated to Sprite, Rafferty, Molly Thompson, Emmy and Pippa, all Soft Coated Wheaten

¥ Terriers that were affected with Lepto and subsequently succumbed to this infectious disease. Their owners care

5'::5 enough about the breed to share their results with the SCWT Health and Pedigree Database to help owners or
veterinarians.

& Joe Black a 1iveek-old show puppy started throwing up on day 1. Typical puppy stuff. Threw up again on day
2 and was listless.Puppy immediately went into the Vet. Initial blood work was very abnormal. Several
problems were considered. The ER Vet thought it was RD or maybe Leptospirosis.A call was made to Anna
Mar zol i no 01l ook ahe blopdbwork reseltsaarel compared @ another dog with Leptospirosis

that had just died. The labs were very similar so antibiotics and fluids were started immediately because you have
to act fast on Lepto. The saying goes oOtest for

¥ and 2 days later the test came back positive for Leptospirosis. The puppy was in quarantine at the ER Hospital.
Labs were drawn daily. Kidney and liver blood tests went up and down over the next few days. 24 hour care
¥ was necessary for fluids and medicationsLuckily the puppy was discharged 6 days later and had improved but
still on oral antibiotics. The bill for care was over $14,000. Other dogs in the house have to be treated and

tested, the house has to be sanitized, humans in contact have to be aware of Lepto symptoms. This little guy was

lucky. A day or two | ater starting tr easdcheduledtorecave
his Leptospirosis vaccinebut was still to young to receive it when this started. The puppy had a normal
protected life with usual socialization activities up to this point. The puppy had a normal protected life with usual

§ socialization activities up to this point. Lucky for this puppy we learned from a Wheaten that was not as

N fortunate, owners, caregivers, and Vets responded quickly. Anna was able to contact Dr Littman to ensure

¥ protocols were followed and very lucky that the attending veterinarian worked with Dr Littman at Penn. Thanks
¥ to our Wheaten community this puppy is alive today. Joe will be continued to be monitored closely, but the
lesson here is:

1) Vaccinate your dogs for Lepto

2) Come to the webinar with Dr Littman (enter information here) and attend the live session to ensure all your
questions are answered.

Vets have not seen a lot of Lepto so you are your dogs best advocate, educate yourself. The dogs life you save
may be your dogds or a friendds dog.

Mo |

pto
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AOM at prestigious Del
Val Specialty
Thankyou, judge
Kathleen Ferris for this
recognition
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red by: Lizand Mike

Owned and loved by: Sue a
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