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The vibrant colors of autumn
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President’'s Message

The Board will be evaluating the projects from 2024 to report at the Annual Meeting. It is amazing to me
that we have had 150,000 views of our Br eviore excitihg
is the news that 11.639 viewers have taken advantage of the Webinars. The Webinars, while not drawing
the live audience that | expected, have had extraordinary success. These viewers include researchers,
veterinarians and owners who didndét make it to t
educate! As a retired teacher, my desire is to educate people about the Soft Coated Wheaten Terriers and
to properly educate breeders on all aspects of the craft. We have done a wonderful job with Health
Education thanks to Susan Ratliffe and her dedicated teamNow we will concentrate on Breeder

Education.

The PLE Early Marker Webinar, the August Webinar, has been available on the website and has a
following already. Thirty to forty people a day are watching Katie Tolbert, DVM, Ph.D., DACVIM (SAIM
SA nutrition) explain the strides being made to diagnose and treat PLE. As a breed we are so blessed to
have had Dr. Meryl Littman, VMD, DACVIM and Dr. Katie Tolbert championing our breed. Their
dedication and that of the SCWT Endowment, and the SCWTCA Health Committee have given SCWTCA
an edge, thanks to all and to the Board of Directors who approved this work. The AKC and other groups
offering webinars are charging for viewing but we believe that this opportunity should be available at no
charge.Our Dr. Tolbert brought us five points toward winning our battle against PLE.

1 The first research pilot study with Dr. Tolbert on PLE did prove that the sugar permeability test
worked. Pay close attention to this. A dog with no GI symptoms tested positive for a leaky gut and
later developed symptoms

N

Dr. Tolbert received preliminary approval from a major dog food company to study Wheaten
Terriers and evaluate a diet for these dogs.

3 Wheaten Terriers that were in the original pilot study that showed no signs of the disease had
abnormal findings in their gut when they performed the Video Camera Endoscopy.

i

If your dog has ear, skin or temperament issues it can be due to an issue in the gut?Hear her
amazing response.

What can you do to help your Wheaten? Watch this webinar and see.

Please sign up for the Annual Dinner or plan to watch the Zoom meeting.

Your c¢club needs your support. I f you havendt bought

regularly. New items will be appearing.

Please remember that the deadlines for The National Specialty all fall in September. Please go to the Shop
on the SCWT website to sign up for all of the meals offered.

See you there,

Emi | vy
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Copyright© SCWTCA, Inc.Sept 2024 - Volume 51, number 3 4

Di

he

r



In Remembrance, Holly Craig

Holly pa&\ed quietly and peacefully at Embrace Hospice House in

Myrtle Beach SC, on 06/29/24, following a brave 11 -year battle with
stage four breast cancer. Over the years, many of us supported her in

her figh"[?iv either near or from afar.

A devoted lover and breeder of Soft Coated Wheaten Terriers, her
kennel, Cuileann Wheatens, bore her name. Cuileann is Gaelic for holly.

The last 25 years of her life were dedicated to the breed she adored. -\" vy
Hol ly's first champion oLibby", Edgewoc%‘/ y
founded her breeding program, producing several more champions.

Her final champion, Scandal GCH Cuileann Dirty Laundry, passed in
April 2022 from PLN. As a breeder, she raised both conformation dogs
and beloved companion dogs, She vetted all owners to ensure her dogs
would live in safe, loving environments. Without Holly, the authors of
this tribute would have missed out on wonderful puppies that grew R A
into treasured companions. She also introduced the authors to conformation shows. Holly made it
look easy (though we know it is not!).

Deeply committed to the health and wellness of the breed, Holly was the Wheatens In Need (WIN)
person of the year in 2004. She was also involved in the care and worked to help the "Colony" dogs

used for research into PLN and PLE. She served on committees that disseminated wheaten health

information. For a time she was the editor of Benchmarks. She was secretary of the Myrtle Beach
Kennel Club when she moved to South Carolina.

Her experience showed. For her owners, she served as a reference for all things wheaten and she
was the first one they turned to when they had a question. If, of course, they could not find the
answer in the extensive Wheaten Owner's Manual Holly provided with each dog she placed.

Health permitting, she remained as active as possible with her dogs to the end. Her boy, Bandit,
was her constant companion in hospice and visits
OHolly Mummyé gave both the dogs and Holly great

She is survived by her sister Candice Overbeck of Maineville, Ohio

Her legacy will live on through the many lives she touched and dogs she cared for.

Sarah Hunsberger and Patricia Tremblay

from Pat |
j oy.

PLEASE NOTE:

In our June issue where we summarized the Westminster results, we neglected to identify Nancy Dollaseo wn er o f
Pocketful of Starlight BCAT along with Cynthia Stokvis.

GCH||| Exet er
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Happy Birthday Seniors

RILEY
RILEY KENTUCKY BOY @/EN NJP CGC

DOB: 5/31/2011
WHEATIE GALLIFREY GIALOWAY X PECAN HYPERWAGENSPUNK GALLOWAY
BREEDER: AMANDA L GALOWAY  OWNER: LORI OWEN-FERNANDEZ

Ll ) ‘ I in
|
AERT|
wl“‘
.‘ ‘

Riley enjoyed agility in his younger years and has been a
wonderful instructor to both Nuala and Keiva. He taught them
how to spin, sit, stand, come side, come front, figure 8 between
legs and most obnoxiously, how to bark at anything that moved
out the front window!

| was honored that Riley's photo was once selected for the AKC
page for Wheatens, pictured on the banner displayed at Meet the
Breedsand was on the cover our Club Calendar in 2021.

Happy birthday to my first wheaten!

Lori Owen-Fernandez

LI Celebrating Long Life

) MACGUINESS

VRIS’ -
\%9 JOYDELL'S NEW BEGINMWMG FOR MACGUINESSV X MXJ MJS OF NFP CGC
6/13/2008 & 6/27/2024
MARINER'S CATCH AS B8TCH CAN X JOY-DELL'S KELLY STORMIN NITE
OWNER: LORRI LIGATO BREEDER: JOYCE POIY

Best buddy and loving companion for 16 years, MacGuiness was a
funny, neurotic, athletic and resilient member of our family. He
loved us wholeheartedly and adored his younger Wheaten sister,
Reagan.

Mac was totally loyal and a constant shadow to his "mom," Lorri.

Should anyone get next to her, he'd gently wiggle his way between
them.

In his youth, Mac was a speed demon in agility. His instructor called
him a Border Collie in a Wheaten suit. He quickly moved up the
ranks until Masters where suddenly he felt the stress of competing.
He never achieved MACH but sure entertained the crowd with his antics in the ring.

The years spent with Mac were a great joy. Saying goodbye is heartbreaking. We hope he is having fun with his
friends on the other side and is still keeping a place beside him warm for "mom."

Copyright© SCWTCA, Inc.Sept 2024 - Volume 51, number 3 6



Trust Me!

By Shari Robinson

Starting out and getting involved with breeding and
showing wheaten terriers is not often a well thought
out plan, but rather a back door, kind of, fall into
something that looks welcoming and fun, but can be
intimidating and confusing.

What | mean by this, is very few breeders in our breed

honest breeders to network with and we help each
otheré.but there is no shopp
out standing benefitéthatos s
build along the way. That can be a daunting task, but

again hopefully aided by your outstanding breeder,

you benefit from their network, and their ability to

sit down and plan to become show breeders. They get gain knowledge. Informat J on
a dog, they show it, enjoy the camaraderie and easy. N ON one wa. nts t_ o talk Osmay
environment, then decide to breed what they have. If el s €0 anodtumgglym overlooklng,.or not
they happened to have purchased their dog from sharing somg information about a potential problem,
an experienced and knowledgeable breeder, It can co m_e back to hat
then that breeder will often guide these . Willingness you least expect it
new people to the best stud dog (in ongoing to share It is critically important that we
their opinion) for that particular \‘\\ g'f:milz'?“at"hi kn;ﬂ:‘ége can trust the knowledge
girl to complement her pedigree \\ field expertise shared about the line and
and her qualities. Not alll \ o the dogs back in our past,
breeders are graced with full Respected by 7 :;:‘tssz'zzj to be successful in our
knowledge of those pedigrees, colleagues acts as positive future.
and navigating them can be — - ___,__ﬁﬁ_:ﬂ'e model Trust your
tricky. You have to trust your .-—*"d: /) fakes T~ mentor.d®Mentoroé is
breeder, and the breeders whp EU?J::::E:M fjf H ‘personal word used in the dog
owned or know of dogs back in constructive ,fi" YW mtetllf:t " world just as much as
L porament /b crooke s, nd Ve

_ . / Exhibits 4 prices!
and any issues that may be hiding / enthusiasm
back there in the cobwebs. Where trust [/, inthefield A\ | think when you are in the first 5
is often something we earn through our years (minimum), a good Mentor is
actions, this is more of a blind trust that the one of the most important, and least thought
knowl edge you seek is avali [2Rpyt fegisiogs,tg begomipganrdysuecessille . a n d
rememberedé..as none of us PR8I getting any younger!

So, you have a bunch of names listed on your pedigree,
how much knowledge do you
ask? Well, you start by asking your breeder, and trust
she or he has full knowledge, and can answer your
questions. Of course you have our excellent database
that has | oads of infoé.
will tell you the full story? You need to trust that the
information being shared is accurate and true. In my
experience, digging further into every pedigree is ideal,
but not always easy. | am very lucky to have the
benefit of like minded, motivated and

A good mentor iisndét just a b

rams A gnengopshould be somgage whe,cgn explain

details of your dog6s
conformation. They should be able and willing to
teach you how to understand what you are looking at

pedigr

b u tVheR BSHESSIGYOYs ¢g, and Atlkeeurogs as wellyvigh

a critical eye, and no personal malice. A mentor
should be your biggest cheerleader, and your harshest
critic at the same time. They should point out when
you advertise or post an unflattering photo of your
dog, and not simply point it out, explain why and

how to fix it. A mentor should explain the rules of the

Copyright© SCWTCA, Inc.Sept 2024 - Volume 51, number 3 7



game, and also how to play it. They should be
willing to guide your decisions, and ideally
help you navigate into a successful breeding
program, and create and foster in you the

desire and ability to pa
|l earned when itds time f
someone.

We have more breeders than we ever had in

the past, and more dogs and pedigrees to

utilize, and yet the overall quality of our breed

i sndt consistent quality

When we show our dogs in competitions, and
we get a ribbon, defeating other dogs, we trust
the judges opinion. Judges get a different
picture of a breed than our breeders

do. Judges often travel across the country,
and even judge in other countries, and can get
a better overall experience of where our breed

is at, than someone who
different geographical areas.
ltdéds i mportant to consid

in this hobby. Know who you count on,

know who you can ask questions, knowing

youdl I get anAshrashissabvays a n s
a two way street, remember the other side of

trust is also to be trustworthy.

Specifictips for mentees who truly want to become
independent and achieve their own success

These practical strategies can help mentees build a strong
cohesive relationship with their mentors:

Remember that you own your development, your
mentor doesn’t. You're in charge of identifying

objectives in order to achieve your own success.
Rk

A positive attitude, active listening skills, and a
willingness to be mentored will keep the

relationship moving forward
*ook K

Be open, honest,
and grateful. Watch, learn, and grow. Make it
easy for your mentor to give you specific

feedback. Ask for it early in your relationship.
ok

Be prepared to ask
for specific advice, based on your skill
set and goals.

Accept guidance and criticism graciously.
Aok

Have the courage to try new things, and
learn from mistakes.

dogs are generally AKC registerable.

Local wheaten club breeder referrals:

SCWTC Northern California scwtcnc.club
SCWTC Southern California wheaten.org
Delaware Valley SCWTC dvscwtc.org

SCWTC Greater Tampa Bay flwheatenclub.org

ke You LOOKIN9 FOR @ PUPPY?

While the AKC plays an important role in the dog world and in educating buyers, being listed
as a breeder by them is no guarantee you are dealing with a reputable breeder. Puppy Mill

Please buy your pup from a reputable breeder, one who adheres to the breed club (Soft Coated
Wheaten Terrier Club of America) Code of Ethics. A list of SCWTCA Breeders can be found at
scwtica.org. This National Breed Club is dedicated to the preservation and health of the breed.

Motor City SCWTC motorcitywheatens.org

SCWTC Greater St Louis scwicgsl.com

Greater Denver SCWTC denverwheatenclub.org

SCWTC Greater Milwaukee — no website —
Nancy Andersen, Treasurer jnaterriers@tds.net

Copyright© SCWTCA, Inc.Sept 2024 - Volume 51, number 3 8




Linebreeding, Inbreeding, Outcrossing and Why

Do you count your litters or do your litters count? Ar e

Obreeder

fter buying a national winning bitch, a breeder
wonders why the bitch fails to produce quality
of fspring. She doesndt wun
only ingredient in her recipe for success. Throwing time
and money away, she blames the bitch. In all actuality,
it is her lack of knowledge regarding her breeding
program that is at fault. Breeding her bitch to currently
winning dogs without giving a thought to health,
pedigree, or cross faulting, she puzzles as to why others
accomplish what she can not.

An excell ent breedi ng
¢ h a n CCeoss faulting, health certifications, and
pedigree research is imperative as is breeding with the

prog

future in mind. 't i s i mp
plandéd in place. There are
consistently breed top win
in the pandé with the inabi

One may go to the expense of buying a top winner, but
to reproduce a winner with
effort in futility.

The goal of all breeders should beto breed to standard.
Breeding something differe
may temporarily produce a
the next breeder in line any favors toward trying to
build a credible breeding
fad with little lasting value that pushes the standard to

the side.

This in turn creates a continuously moving target and
sadly, it is the reason many people in the sport drop

out within the first five years. For everyone to
SUCCEED, we must aim for a stationary target (the
breed standard). Only then will we perfect our aim
toward producing &br é¢edodasx
with the basics.

OUTCROSS: This is a breeding of pedigrees where the
first (5-6) generations have NO common ancestry. To
achieve a successful outcross, determine if the chosen
mal e offers o0l ocked ind ge

E. Katie Gammill AKC Judge
TheDogPlace.org August 2009

you a o0dog breede

WHat isdyougratié 6f producing dogs that finish?

virtues
Wi nner
one go

such
pano
does
himself?

by observing hi
of fers instant ¢
from there if thie

When possible, visit his sire and dam as well as
siblings. If the male of choice does not appear to
produce what you need, WHAT IS THE POINT OF
BREEDING YOUR BITCH to him?Using an inbred or
closely line bred bitch when introducing new
characteristics may assist you as this particular outcross
invites a lack of uniformity.

You have choices. I f the
you went after is not sound, but is showy, consider
growing out a second puppy as well. The first puppy
may well carry the genes to produce that which the
second choice sounder puppy is not capable of
reproducing. Only by growing the two puppies to
maturity and breeding a litter from each, will you
know.

pu
ng

yf | a
vl it

So every Ilitter offers
two puppies and breedi
see is not always what y()
adults actually produced more desirable puppies. )

How did | learn this? By growing the two puppiesto ;¢ | .
maturity. When evaluating the offspring of their

litters, | gave those virtues most important to me
additional consideration. Without losing what my

own line offered, while evaluating the virtues, | was

able to incorporate them through the outcross. The
goal was Othe best of both
produces a certain olook©o
consideration | will incorporate this into my initial
soundness. This explains the difference in phenotype
(What you see) and genotype (Hidden value).

w
an

Eventually, offspring from the bitch will be bred to

offspring of the male, anchoring outstanding virtues

into the pedigree by careful selection. At this point, it
evolves as o0line breedi n’g%.

Copyright© SCWTCA, Inc.Sept 2024 - Volume 51, number 3 9
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LINEBREEDING:Line breeding is the concentrationof bPaby out with the bathwater?

valuable characteristics. It allows some control over and establishes a pedigree which in degrees,
ofamiliesdéd. This met hod r eincorporates and produces specific traits on a ed
parents having one or more common ancestors in the continuous basis. If a good female results from a
pedigree in the last several (56) generations. These breeding, she can be bred back to her grandsire for

ancestors themselves may be a successful kbheeeding consistency of type reflecti

of outstanding individuals. Use only healthy individuals
or the program will meet with disaster. INBREEDING sets type and simplifies goals. Inbreeding

consists of mother to son, father to daughter, brother
to sister, etc. Strengthening desirable dominants as
well as hidden recessive, the breeder must recognize
and correct once again through outcrossing.

Health, fertility, temperament, type, is imperative
because compromises negatively affect your future
breeding program and will require further elimination.

INBREEDING: Once reaching the pinnacle of desired OBreeders must always be awa
es

virtues, TRERE =D, This S positive and negative effects. A breeding made from "
certain olooko. You wi l ' _paper study alone is like an arranged marriaget may
sowénbreeding results in C(he consummated, but therd is

ot he worst of the worstéo. (EHH 1968)
breeder! This risk is not for the faint of heart. If things

go O0southé, take responsi pSuccessful breeders oarrigveg
accordingly. and hard work. They achieve desired results by

eliminating animals that do not reflect their goals.
AR NN 230/ 33 These animals are called oOpe;
OUTCROSSING introduces new traits for definite blueprint, although too often, personal opinion takes
i mprovement . Our biggest precedence.

SCWTCA 2025 Calgndar

Full of stunning color phqtc’»graphs
of our beloved Wheatens
. % %% - .
13 Months from Jan 2025 to
Jan'2026

*kok
.

Holidays and upcoming Wheaten

event schedules ¥,
‘e -~ .

Order onliné at

. www. scwtca.org/shop/

four perfect l'lolld

" For frpends rélatl sand your‘pupp

COPYRIGH 3 SOFT COA'
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Lady Wheat en c
A
SOCIETY PAPERS
Dearest Wheaten breeders, Whether you can attend this gala weekend in
You may not know me but rest assured, | person,bor \;wllbbe 'Tireto?ly "[E spirit,
know you. We have been apart for nearly a remem er_ o buy 'C_ etsforthe )
. . . heartwarming raffle items. Who will be the
year. Much has transpired in that time. The ) ] . )
. . . lucky winner of the fire pit, around which
National Specialty ---the event of the season-will - ) b 2 And i .
soon be wupon us. This yea r_amsanya%ofzcgl e\_/v?/nemg_?(ag e gPes e s',moa_%"’llE al
. . winning those cozy Irish Knit Sweaters, and snuggling
events will take place at a wonderful new location on d the f ith ol
the Grange in Allentown. Ladies and Lords must pay around the fire with your special someone.
heed to all the exciting details. Be sure your Our revered President will surely be resting her vocal
reservations for dinner and other activities are cords before presenting all the awards at Thursday's
secured. banquet. Many worthy recipients will be honored and
What surprises will reveal themselves during this \6/1\\;varded thlls r)]/ear. Keep yOl_J”r espressg mbi;t'ms nhearby-
exciting weekend? Whose dog's light will shine the ‘;farl' E” y Oze gffshts will not over imbibe at the
brightest and be crowned tcﬁlt%' Oyureagrs%js:[eEF?'amond?
The excitement over so many bright stars this season is Thi ? author has learn ? d qf ?
. . . of O6Never Have | Ever o atf| mi
palpable. Everyone has a favorite who is poised to . : |
. L gardens. Wouldndét it be g col
win the big prizes. ] ) )
to be walking my dog at that time and perhaps | will
Preparations are underway for puppies to make their overhear a scandalous tidbit or two.

debut and for the top dogs to perform their best. ) ]
As our time comes to a close, some questions plague

This author hopes we will see our friends from all my mindé
over the country, and around the world, for a

fabulous reunion. - Will a certain dapper West Coast handler appear in

his red shoes, or blue?
All society Ladies and Lords may attend the Education

activities on Thursday an d'méqoﬁﬂedg gfg”elmﬁ' ﬁ@bf/ésgowju%”f sﬁ/e("t
in...New and experienced breeders and exhibitors- welcome bags:

we are here for each ot he r-Wibtwheatens bagwomed witk lowing coats” a c tf, i t
been rumored that two well -known breeders banded
together in a hotel late at night for hands-on training
of a side by side. Kudos to the breeders who travel
with supplies on hand for any possibility that arises.

-Will a popular photographer drop his camera for a
show lead to stand in for his partner who broke her
leg?

. i -Wi'l'l anyonedbs britches b se
As OBarktoberé approachesélt has een heard 1In
whispers that the good witches will be convening This upcoming gala weekend is guaranteed to be filled
from near and far, for their annual gathering around with fun, excitement and hopefully some very
the cauldron. One can only hope no Spe"s will be interesting tidbits to be shared with you in the future.
cast. | for one will be on the lookout for pointed hats Have no fear gentle breeder. Yours truly shall attend
and stray brooms outside hotel room doors. If and have every transgression diligently recorded. Stay
chocolate toads or other supplies are tuned as we are sure to get the answers soon.
needed, discreetly seek your favorite Halloween- Yours truly,

loving ring steward and she will help you harness your Lady Wheatendown
inner magic. She and her hardworking co -chair have
been diligently preparing for a memorable weekend.

Copyright© SCWTCA, Inc.Sept 2024 - Volume 51, number 3 11



nsic natur e
somet hing

Essencedot he i ntri
which deter mi nes
University Press)

The essence of breed type can be defined as how the
various parts of a dog come together with the requisite
temperament to make a breed unique.

Part 5 - Soft Coated Wheaten Terrier; Movement

The final installment of my series of articles on the
Essence of Soft Coated Wheaten Terrier type is devoted
to movement. This will not be a primer on dog
movement as there are excellent

+ 2

THE ESSENCE OF TYPE: MOVEMENT . ries’

.SYOKYI N &

of something; the quality
the tremendous oopening upo
dogs. In other words, Soft Coated Wheaten Terriers
shoul dndt be built | ike Gol
shoul dndt move | ike them eit

front feet should reach the nose and there should be
equal extension behind. Balance is extremely
important for endurance, so neither front nor rear
should overpower one another.

As dogs trot, the rear foot reaches underneath
propelling the body forward. There should be good

books devoted to the subject. |
highly recommend: MacDowell
Lyon, The Dog in Action, Rachel
Paige Elliot, Dogsteps, Gilbert &
Brown K-9 Structure and
Terminology and Brown, Curtis,
Dog Locomotion and Gait
Analysis. As an expression of the
sum of all parts, movement is an

flexion at the hock joint.
Ideally, the opposite front leg
reaches out equally creating a
smooth, effortless gait. When
moving correctly, dogs retain
their silhouettes, head held
high and a bit forward, back
level, tail high.

Rear propulsion is a product of
a flat croup which creates the

integral part of breed type.

In addition to structure, temperament and condition
also play major roles in how dogs move. While proper
structure cannot be down-played, too often we only
look at bones and forget that it is the muscles and their
attachments that contribute to make canine athletes.

Often, beautifully structured dogs do not move
particularly well because they are lacking in muscle
development. On the other hand, sometimes extremely
athletic dogs move well, making up for structural
weaknesses.

Soft Coated Wheaten Terrier movement is not
complicated. Knowledgeable dog fanciers consider side
gait first and are willing to forgive minor faults coming
and going when side gait i
important to look at movement from the side first.

Ours is a moderate, square breed, so, at the trot, from
the side, we should look for reach and drive, but not

Copyright© SCWTCA, Inc.Sept 2024 - Volume 51, number 3

requisite high tailset with
ample oO0butt behind, é equal
thighs, and the angles created by their connection.
There should be good flexion at the hock joint.
Correct reach is attained by a combination of the
equal length of shoulder, and forearm and the angle
formed at their junction.

Angulation will not be the classic 45 degrees, and in

fact, Soft Coated Wheaten Terriers should not have

the extreme sweep behind, nor the prominent keel in
front commonly seen in many Sporting and Working

breeds.

It is common to see over-angulation in the rear have a
negative effect on side gait. If the front assembly is less
angulated than the rear (in particular when the

forearm is short and poorly angulated), the timing is

off so dogs must compensate resulting in a myriad of
gait faults where front legs are thrown up or out.
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When coming and going, legs should move straight

forward. As speed increases, there is a natural tendency

down in order to assess their gait accurately. | also
recommend that you go to the dog

for legs to converge on a center line,
but this should never be confused with
moving close or crossing front or rear.
Common faults seen in rear movement
are hocks that do not flex and/or point
in or out, and feet that point in or out.
Coming towards you, front faults
include elbowing out, and toes pointing
in or out. It should be noted that poor
feet (flat with splayed toes) cause a
flipping motion of the feet that can be

Dogs are the sum of their parts,
and it behooves breeders to be
aware of the nuances of detalil,
which create proper breed type.
But, while it is necessary to asseskthey are not exactly the same
the various components
comprising the essence, we mustj Terriers, they are a square, moderate
always look at the whole dog
when seeking that illusive
perfection

show and watch other breeds. Of
course, our closest cousins, Kerry
Blues provide good models. But also,
try watching Dobermans. Although

structurally as Soft Coated Wheaten
breed. Another interesting exercise is

comparing the English versus the
American Cocker Spaniels. The

seen from the side and front. Flowing coat presents an
added challenge when assessing Soft Coated Wheaten

Terrier movement and breeders must accustom their
eyes to see beneath the coat. Have a capable handler
move your dogs for you, and if necessary, wet them

English Cocker standard specifically
calls for moderation and directs that they should
move at moderate speed. In general, understanding
movement in other breeds will enhance your
knowledge of proper gait for the Soft Coated
Wheaten.

:{0])]3
STRUCTURE

ATTITUDE

MUSCLE
DEVELOPMENT

More about Structure/Movement

Movement depends on many things: structure,
condition, attitude and muscle development. When
we look at a dog, much of what we see is the result of
the growth of the bones, muscles, joints, ligaments
and tendons. The bones and muscles give the dog its
general conformation or shape. Conditioning and
attitude also contribute significantly to how a dog
carries himself on the move.
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SCWTC of Northern Calitornia Specialty

TeA FOR TwO

BY: JODY BARRON

The Soft Coated Wheaten Terrier Club of Northern California assembled
again in Lodi, CA for our Specialty weekend April 118 14, with limited
breed shows hosted by the Northern California Terrier Association on
Thursday and Friday, and Sacramento Kennel Club albreed shows on
Saturday and Sunday. There was a grooming area set up under the large
covered area (AKA o0The Barnéd), con,
next door, and Hospitality just across the way.

Although the entry was small, there were spectacular dogs showing.
Jeanine Flavell honored us byJudglng

AWi t h oTat ed6 Lochlinear for Love and Money.
| had her work cut out for her judging some very competitive dogs. Congratulations to
Shari Robinson with oVeronicadéd CAN US GCHS
multiple breed and group placements, including taking Terrier Group 1 on Thursday

AND Reserve Best in Show on Saturday.

With our theme 0Tea for Twodé, our hospitality team man:
cloths, silver trays, and tea pots full of flowers. Everyone was well fed. Thanks to Susan Solsby, Barbara Ostrom
and Jody Barron for the food, flowers, and decorations.

The weather was typical for Spring in Northern California! We had sunshine with temperatures well into the
8006s on Thursday and Friday and then a chilly 48 on Sai

SWEEPS JUDGE, JEANENFLAVELL: NO CRITIQUE

BISW: LOCHLINEAR FOR LOVE AND MONEY (D)

GCHS LOCHLINEAR GLEANNGAY CHA CHING X GCH CH LOCHLINEAR HEAD OVER HE%‘t—?‘PI?'%?I\-‘\/’VP:':'TI;IEEEQTTIH?AE'ITI)E\IQIIE';"FIE??IIEDIXEVNI?OMENTS

OWNER: PAULA RADIN/JIM ANDERSON/ PAT MULLIN

BREEDER: MS PATRICIA MULLIN/ KAREN MUELLER OWNER: SANTI TEAGUE/ SHERYL BEITCH
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BREED CRITIQUE: KATHLEEN J. FERRIS

Let me start by stating that | look at a few core elements for this breed. They are a square
bal anced terrier that should be an o0alert and
by his soft, silky, gently waving coat of war

My overall impression of the dogs and bitches is that there needs to be more attention paid to
basic structure. Many fronts were straight and did not allow proper reach for the forelegs.
The rears were slightly better, but some open hocks were standing on the sides of their pads
instead of squarely on the ground. That will affect the drive of the rear. When both ends are
off you get an uneven gait, and it impacts neck, tail, and topline carriage.

Heads were better than | have seen in the recent past. More rectangular as they should be. A
few had more cheek than would be preferred but none so coarse as to be offensive. The ear sets were good.
Most had proper length of neck. But that brings back to the structure point in that the set into the withers is off
when layback is incorrect. Some toplines were off and again goes to structure which also leads to a few low tail
sets. Temperament for the most part was good.

The coat is a hallmark of this breed. Many were shown very short to the point that there was no wave or
movement of hair when felt or when gaiting. Proper grooming can help or hinder but over stylization or sculpting
can penalize a decent dog. A few were too short and some with too much product.

At the end my Best of Breed choice is a higkquality example of the breed. | was impressed enough with her

quality to award her a 2nd in the group later that day. She is balanced with head in proportion to her square

body. She has angles front and rear that provide her with correct movement. Her presentation and coat were
what one looks for as described above by the standard. She was moved correctly, not too fast but at a pace correct
for the breed.

PLEASE NOTE: Some of these photos are not from the exact day of the
Specialty, and some may be missing due to the delay in reporting.

|GROUP FIRST

lorthern California
ferrier Assaciation

BOB/GRP2: CH KEEPSAKE'S FASHION ICON (B) BOS: GCHB CAILIN ISLE AUTUMN RUNNING LIKE THE WIND
CH KEEPSAKE'S BOREAL VICTORIOUS X CH KEEPSAKE TIMTARA I'M A KSEIRSHRNNEY BUSHEL AND A PECK CGC X GCH BONNEY ANTIC PIECE OF M
OWNERS: SHARI ROBINSON & SYDNEY ROBINSON HEART

BREEDERS: SHARI ROBINSON & SYDNEY ROBINSON & PRISCILLA TIMS OWNERS/BREEDERS: MARSHALL & BARBARA OSTROM
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