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Emily 

First, a huge thank you to the new Ohio River Valley SCWTC and to everyone who did a phenomenal 

job hosting the 2024 National Roving Specialty.  The Roving in Kentucky was a huge success. What a 

dynamic group of people! They worked together to create a special weekend for everyone. It was true 

Wheaten spirit. Thank you all! It was an awesome accomplishment, and our Club was represented in 

such a positive manner. 

We are so excited as we anticipate our National Specialty in October. Please note the change of day for 

the Annual Dinner and meeting. This year it will be held at the Soft Coated Wheaten Terrier host hotel, 

Hyatt Allentown/Lehigh Valley, on  THURSDAY October 3, 2024é. please make a notation on your 

calendar!  Dinner is at 7 pm eastern at this new and exciting venue. We would love for you to be in 

attendance but understand if you are only able to Zoom for the award presentation and meeting. 

Congratulations to all of the participants and winners at the Westminster Dog Show! 

You made us proud of our community and of the people who take the time to travel to New York to be 

part of this exciting show.  All of you have worked hard to be a part of this historic event and deserve 

recognition!  

Watching Sydney and Veronica float around the ring was a real joy, and Tyson, the dear old man still 

has his show on! Brittany, he is a star at any age. Tyson and Veronica make us all proud of our 

wonderful breed.  

Rory had me on the edge of my seat during his runs. The excitement had me clapping as I watched. Rory 

and Mary are a beautiful team. 

Thank you all! 
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In Remembrance, Gary S. Johnson DVM, PhD  
 

 

Gary S. Johnson DVM, PhD, 80, passed away on January 25, 2024 in Columbia, MO.  

Dr. Johnson was Director of the University of Missouri Canine Molecular Genetics 

Laboratory and Associate Professor of Veterinary Pathobiology.  

Dr. Johnson was well-known for his research in canine genetics beginning in the1990s.  

In 2013 he was among the first to use whole genome sequencing to identify DNA 

mutations responsible for heritable canine diseases.  He developed genetic screening 

tests for those mutations which may be used to reduce the incidence of heritable 

disease.  His research also contributed to improved diagnosis and treatment of 

heritable diseases in dogs and people.   

 In 2007 the Wheaten community began working with Dr. Johnsonõs lab to collect 

Wheaten blood samples for DNA research through the Canine Phenome Project.  As a result, more than 1100 

Wheaten DNA samples are stored at the Canine Molecular Genetics Laboratory. The first Wheaten DNA research 

project, the Wheaten Sibling Pairs study, was conducted by Dr. Johnson in 2009-2010.  Since then Wheaten DNA 

at the lab has been used in research for breed specific diseases such as Wheaten Paroxysmal Dyskinesia and for 

general canine diseases including Degenerative Myelopathy and Primary Lens Luxation.  

Dr. Johnson was awarded the prestigious Dr. Asa Mays, DVM Excellence in Canine Health Research Award by the 

AKC Canine Health Foundation in 2023 recognizing his contribution to the health of dogs.  

 

Our joke has always been that Darby (purple puppy) òpicked usó. Each time we visited 

her litter, she would gravitate to us no matter where we moved. I was thrilled when 

òpurpleó was the puppy I was able to take home and love for 13 years now and many 

more years ahead. 

Darby has exceeded all of my expectations. I had high hopes she 

would love agility. She did, for over 10 years we competed in agility 

and I recently retired her on her 13th birthday.  

She blessed me with three MACH (Master Agility Champion) titles and qualified for the AKC Agility 

Invitationals for 8 years in a row, from 2016 to 2023 as well as AKC Agility Nationals 3 years in row.  

I fell in love with the breed for their òhappy go luckyó personality and Darby certainly is true to the 

breed both in temperament and her love to work and play.  

She still has the puppy spirit in her and loves to do scent work now as her new game to play with me 

and to keep us active in our senior years. 

I love the socks off my little girl, she has been one awesome agility team mate, my cuddle buddy and best Wheaten 

friend ever. 

DARBY  

MACH3 ERINGLO RIVERDANCE MXS2 MJB2 MXP3 MXPB MJP3 MJPB CGC 

BOB: 4/17/11                                                                                                                 

CH ERINGLO RISE ABOVE THE MIST X CH MACH ERINGLO PLAYING WITH FIRE BREEDERS: 

CINDY JANSEN, CINDY SHEA AND DENNIS SHEA                                                                 

OWNERS: JANINE AND STEVE MROZ 
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MOLLY  

MARCHAEL AMERICAN GIRL   (GOOD GOLLY MISS MOLLY BELLE)                                           

DOB: 4/16/2010                                                                                                               

CH MARCHAEL UNEXAMINED LIFE X CH MARCHAEL PAWS THAT REFRESHES               

BREEDERS: MICHAEL LAMOTTE, BONNEY SNYDER, MARC BOYER                                     

OWNERS: BILL AND REBECCA COZART 

 

Molly has always known what she wants and when she wants 

it.   Molly is an alpha and as she ages she has gotten more 

persnickety!  She loves playing hide and seek with her Dad and she 

gets vanilla ice cream every other night (minus the Xylitol).  Dugan 

and she used to get three spoonfuls, but now she gets six in honor 

of Dugan and a 7th just because.  She goes for a ride with Mom 

every morning to Starbucks.  She loves sticking her head out the 

window especially when it is raining.   (Yes she wears a 

seatbelt!).  She snoozes most of the day but barks at the yard people 

when they come on Saturday, and she goes for a one mile walk 

with Mom when the weather is nice.   We love her to the moon and back!  

Although we got her from Anna Marzolino, because Michael left her in CA because he moved to Mexico.  Molly 

considers Anna her Grandma! 

 

 òI told Pam that I, Pinch the Wheaten, should have the final say. 

 òI had a lot of fun because I was shown and adoredéas I should have been. I got my 

titles and then went onto motherhood. If I do say so myself, I was  awesome at it under 

some pretty difficult conditionséHurricane Sandy and one puppy born in the car.  Three 

of my kids went onto CH/GCH and then there were more generations.   Which, of course, 

I had to school.  

 òI had the MOST fun on my virtual travels.   I did a bunch on my own and then my BFF 

Henry joined me for Pinch and Henryõs Excellent Adventures.  We went all overéNorth 

and South America, the UKéit was a blast.  I miss him. 

 òI had a lot of friends, a great veterinarian and really loved my other family, the Vrettos 

gang, and am glad we had Thanksgiving 2023 together. I missed John but Pam made up 

for it by letting me sleep on the bed, giving me treats, getting me spiffy coats and I know 

she adored meéas I deserved. 

 òButéitõs time to go.  Iõll see you on the other side.ó 

PINCH  

SCWT DB ID 47843 

GCH BURDIGAN BANNER FIVE FINGER DISCOUNT                                                 

8/30/2010 ð 5/13/2024                                                                                                           

CH MELANDEEõS HIGH WIRE ACT X CH DOUBLOONõS FINGER PAINTING ROM                        

 BREEDER/OWNER: PAM MANDEVILLE 
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GINGER  

CH DROMARAõS GINGER SNAP HA2                                                                                           

9/16/2009 TO 5/8/2024  

òCHAZó BUCKWHEAT EMPEROR OVER THE SEA X òLOLLIó CH DROMARAõS ACE TOTEN  

                    BREEDER/OWNER: MAGGIE  SNOW 

Ginger possessed a sweetness that flowed from her to others who met her. 

She was a most laid back and undemanding soul. She brought joy to families who added her 

puppies to their lives. Ginger was a patient and loving mother to her babies. 

We will always remember her as the òBest Girló who was a star example of how a dedicated 

veterinarian supported us to be able to extend a PLN diagnosed Wheatenõs life with annual 

lab work and a medical protocol developed by Dr. Meryl Littman beyond her diagnosis at 

age 7 to over 14 years of age. Ginger carried 1 marker. Our vet 

considered her a miracle and cried with us as we let Ginger go 

on May 8, 2024. Her coat remained beautiful and shiny 

through her last day. 

Ginger will always be in our hearts where she left soft & gentle paw prints. 

Bred & owned by Maggie Snow and loved by the Snow Family. With much 

gratitude to Dr. Andrea Schuster, Ripley Animal Clinic, Columbus, Ohio. 

BROGAN  

CH SUNDANCE'S KEEPSAKE SOUTH OF THE BORDER                                          

5/10/07 TO 7/27/24  

TIMTARA TALK OF THE TOWN X CANOPY ROAD'S ERIN BARKOVICH 

BREEDER: SUE WUERZ  OWNED BY JO ANN AND RAY BUDRAITIS 

My  heart is still broken, my tears still flow and my love will never diminish. I miss my 

heart boy Brogan. He was my one in a million. Sweet, calm and the most loving 

creature. We were members of Alliance of Therapy Dogs for 6 years and everyone 

and everywhere we went people fell in love. Be it the Marines, elderly people or 

children when they would   read to him. 

I was blessed to have him in my life and to be loved by 

him. He was healthy till the age of 14 when he developed a carcinoma on his kidney. 

He had the kidney removed followed by rounds of chemotherapy. He enjoyed life to 

the age of 15 years 2 months and we celebrated every day. He was very brave and 

loving throughout the ordeal in true Brogan style.  

I am sure his sweet sister Hannah welcomed him at the Bridge. I miss them both and 

cherish the day we will all be back together once again. 
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 As Iõm sitting on an airplane, crossing the continent, I 

have some new ideas bouncing around in my brain 

that I want to write down and get it out of my head.  

I got my first Wheaten Terrier in 1990.  It was a breed 

relatively new to the Canadian show scene, and they 

intrigued me, since I had first watched them in the ring. 

I was already involved in dog shows, but the minute 

my first Wheaten came into my home, I knew this was 

the breed for me.   

Showing in Canada, where the numbers were much 

smaller, it was harder to see the bigger picture. 

My very first time attending MCKC, and seeing 

Wheatens likeé 

CH Doubloonõs Myths N Magic,                                            

CH Carlinayerõs Brendon Murdock,                               

CH Legacy Moonlit Knight,                                        

CH Briarlyn Sweet Ecstasy,                                       

CH Trigo The Highway Man, and                                        

CH Greentree Alysheba  

with 229 entered (52 class males, 110 class females, 37 

specials males, 24 specials females). 1 judge for 52 class 

dogs (Phyllis Haage) 1 judge for 110 class bitches (Gay 

Dunlap), then Ms. Haage judging 61 specials! 

 

.ȅ {ƘŀǊƛ wƻōƛƴǎƻƴ 

CH CARLINAYERõS BRENDON 

MURDOCK  

CH GREENTREE ALYSHEBA  

Seeing so many beautiful exhibits, and trims, I came 

home with a whole new direction and enthusiasm. 

Although I didnõt get a ribbon that first year, I felt 

renewed with more love for this breed, and the desire 

to produce dogs that could give me goosebumps, like 

the dogs I saw had given me.  

I gathered as much knowledge as I could, from 

wherever I could, I paid attention, groomed better, 

handled better, had a little more success.  I drove litters 

of puppies to more knowledgeable breeders for 

assessment, asked opinions of stud dog owners about 

what my girls needed. I tried not to just pick a stud 

dog like I was finding a date on tinderé.õclose and 

available tonightõ. There have always been ôreadily 

available stud dogsõ, no shortage of choicesébut 

understanding what the boy brings, and what you 

want to improve with your girl is profound knowledge 

when you are breeding dogs. 

Lacking an actual qualified, successful, knowledgeable 

breed mentor for many years, my early breeding 

decisions were without the focus and lacked the 

understanding that I feel I have now.  At this time, 

breed education was one full day at MCKC week.  The 

breed icons worked hard to pass down knowledge to 

us ônewbsõ.  Each year, the focus was on new and  

CH TRIGO THE HIGHWAY 

µëÙĀ ÓĆ ĴĆĥ ĚġĆē úÙÀĖĀíĀçˑ KĆēÙæĥúúĴ ĀÙıÙĖˍ 
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various things we could learn to do better.  We soaked 

up as much knowledge as one could.  As in all things, 

time moves on, health took its toll, and focus on breed 

education faded away, as we all switched gears to tackle 

health.  We lost many good breeders through this time, 

dedicated breeders who experienced bad luck, some 

retired, some just didnõt have the fight to tackle this 

mountain.   We were left with a time where breed elders 

and mentors were harder to come by, and MCKC 

weekend education was no longer, replaced by an extra 

day of dog shows.  New breeders came along, and only 

know of the way the weekend works now with more 

shows, and a short window of education.   No more sit 

downs with the knowledgeable breeders, being able to 

hear their thoughts on the breedõs current and ongoing 

direction.  20-30 years ago the entries of Wheatens at 

specialties across the countries had  good 

representation.  Depth of quality in many classes and a 

specials class so rich in quality that it would make you 

catch your breath.  Many of our specialties now, aside 

from New Jersey and Pennsylvania, have very low 

numbers.  Granted,  travel is much more expensive 

these days, but while the world got smaller with the 

internet, could it be that we are more fragmented in  

our own little areas than we ever were before?   

Our current  generation of breeders have more tools at 

our disposal than our earlier breeders ever had, but are 

we using them in any way besides focus on health?  We 

benefit from zoom meetings covering health issues, but 

what of assessing our breeding stock, discussing our 

standard, assessing a litter of puppies, really assessing  

your girl for what she needs, picking a suitable stud 

dog, reading pedigrees?  Are we providing our 

breeders with everything they need to become strong 

breeders, and producing better dogs, who are also 

healthyénot just healthy with no breed type? They 

know how to read the health numbers, but what 

about correct front assembly, that itõs more than 

smooth shoulders, but the whole assembly that affects 

every step your dog takes?  What does square actually 

look like, without leaving 2 inches of hair on the 

underline, or how much angle that rear should have? 

What does balanced standing look like? What does 

holding shape on the move look like?  

How does a breeder, with no close mentors know 

what to look for in a really promising litter of 

puppies?  And on the flip side, what do you look for in 

a mediocre litter of puppies? Sadly, not every breeding 

produces something better to move forward with. So 

does it make sense to keep  something not as good as, 

or better than the parents?  That knowledge takes 

years to hone, that understanding  is gained through 

experience. 

How can breeders gain experience if there is no one 

sharing the information?  Itõs hard to admit that you 

donõt completely understand something.  Gaining 

breeder knowledge should be a highly encouraged and 

an important lifelong quest.   But there has to be a safe 

place where everyone can learn and no one would feel 

ridiculed.  There is no shame in misunderstanding, but 

passing on incorrect or vague information doesnõt help 

us as a community get better. 

 

CH LEGACY MOONLIT KNIGHT  CH DOUBLOONõS MYTHS 

N MAGIC 

CH BRIARLYN SWEET ECSTASY  
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/I DŜǊŀƎƻƭŘ ±ŜǊƳƛƭƭƛƻƴ ¸ŜǎǘŜǊŘŀȅ 

/I IŀƭŘŀƴŜ Lƴ tǳǊǎǳƛǘ hŦ ¢ŀƛƭ 

/I Iƛƻƴ LŦ ¢ƘŜ {ƘƻŜ Cƛǘǎ 

/I IƻƻƭƛƎŀƴ aƛŎƪŜȅ Cƛƴƴ 

/I hǊƭŀ YǿŜŜƴ hŦ .ŀƴōŀϥǎ /Ǌƻǿƴ 

/I {ŀƭǘƴǎŜŀ 5Ŝǎǝƴȅ 5ŀƴŎƛƴƎ ²ƛǘƘ ¢ƘŜ {ǘŀǊǎ C5/ /D/ ¢Yb 

/I {ǘŀǊ wŀƎ 5ƻƭƭ 

/I {ǘǊŀǜƻǊŘ ¢ƘŜ WǳƴƎƭŜ DƛǊƭ 

/I .ǊŀŘōŜǊǊȅϥǎ [ƻƴŘƻƴ /ŀƭƭƛƴƎ 

/I /ƭƻǾŜǊϥǎ tƻŎƪŜǜǳƭ hŦ {ǳƴǎƘƛƴŜ 

/I {ŜǊŜƴŘƛǇƛǘȅ {ƭŀƳ 5ǳƴƪ 

/I aŀŎƪŀƴƳŜ /Ƙŀƴǝƭƭȅ [ŀŎŜΣ hƴŜ tǊŜǧȅ CŀŎŜ 

/I hǊƛƻƴ ¢ǊŜōƻƭ bŜǾŜǊƳƛƴŘ 

/I ¢ƻǳŎƘǎǘƻƴŜ IŀǊǊȅ ²ƛƴǎǘƻƴ 

D/I /I !ǘŀǎ ¢ƘŜ aǳǎƛŎ aŀƴ 

D/I /I /Ŝƭŀ [ŜƎŜƴŘ hŦ ¢ƘŜ {Ŝŀ 

D/I /I IŜƛǊƭƻƻƳ ¢ϧ¢ϥǎ L ²ƛǎƘ ¸ƻǳ aƻǊŜ 

D/I /I [ƛǎƳƻǊŜ ! ²ǊƛƴƪƭŜ Lƴ ¢ƛƳŜ 

D/I /I [ƻŎƘƭƛƴŜŀǊ YƴƛŎƪŜǊǎ Lƴ ! ¢ǿƛǎǘ 

D/I /I IƻƻƭƛƎŀƴ aƛŎƪŜȅ Cƛƴƴ 

D/I /I [ǳǘǊŀϥǎ YƛƴƎ hŦ IŜŀǊǘǎ 

D/I. /I YŜŜǇǎŀƪŜϥǎ bƻ WŀŎƪŜǘ wŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ 

D/I. /I {ǘǊŀǜƻǊŘ bƻ ²ƻǊŘǎ /ŀƴ 9ȄǇǊŜǎǎ Lǘ 

/I IŜƛǊƭƻƻƳ ¢ƛƴȅ 5ŀƴŎŜǊ 

/I WŜƴŘǳ /ŀƭƭ DƛǊƭ 

/I tƛǧŜǊǇŀǘ aƻƳŜƴǘǎ 

We also need to discourage bad information being 

passed as gospel, and encourage our breeder education 

past just the health numbers. 

The consistency in our breed type is so much more 

varied than we breeders should be comfortable 

with.   Shape, soundness, movement, outline, fronts, 

rears, heads, understanding, itõs all across the board. 

It wasnõt until I was entrusted with a ôgame changerõ 

dog, and a breeder who set me in a better breed 

direction, that I started to better focus my choices.  I 

was trusted (and made sure I was trustworthy) with a 

dog that reset my breeding program, and the direct line 

from there to here is easy to follow.  

The dog, and this breeder provided the necessary 

education for me to do better, breed better and 

make  better informed decisions.  This move gave me  

the focus, and continues to teach me to this day. My 

wish is that all breeders have an opportunity to find a 

truly knowledgeable mentor to encourage and 

challenge further learning and understanding. Vague 

focus, and vague education doesnõt move us 

forward.  We are asking judges all over the world to 

judge our breeding stock at dog shows every weekend. 

Just at the shows I manage to attend I see what a task 

that truly is, not just regionally, itõs everywhere.  

Metaphorically it is not simply comparing apples to 

oranges, but to grapes, pineapples, bananas and so 

on.  Itõs harder and harder to find similar breed type 

with any consistency in the show ring these 

days.  Perhaps through breeding education, we can do 

better, and have better. Breeder education makes 

better breeders, and that betters the breedéin my 

humble opinion.  

ôTIL next timeé 
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Category Winner Owners 

Best of Breed and Dog 

Challenge Certificate 

Ch Celtannia Atlantic Gold Mr. B Moles, Mr. D. Williams & 

Miss L. Dalton 

Reserve Dog Challenge 

Certificate 

Bel/Nld/Int Ch Chaykyba The Miracle of 

Believe 

Mrs. E. Van Merrienboer-

Montree 

Bitch Challenge 

Certificate 

Nld Ch Zaghico Someone Like You Mr. D. Nulens 

Reserve Bitch Challenge 

Certificate 

House of Softy Indi Janeyjimjams Mrs. J. Charleton 

Best Puppy Teaghlach Angel Kinaelan Mrs. B.R. Hanna 

Best Veteran/Veteran 

Bitch 

Ch Silkcroft Sky Full of Stars ShCM Ir Jch Mr. C. W. & Mrs. C. L. Satherley 

¢ƘŜ нлнп /ǊǳƊǎ 5ƻƎ {Ƙƻǿ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅ aŀǊŎƘ млǘƘ ŀƊŜǊ п Řŀȅǎ ƻŦ ǎƘƻǿǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ  
bŀǝƻƴŀƭ 9ȄƘƛōƛǝƻƴ /ŜƴǘǊŜ ƛƴ .ƛǊƳƛƴƎƘŀƳΣ ǿƛǘƘ нпΣллл ŘƻƎǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǾȅƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
ǇǊŜǎǝƎƛƻǳǎ ƘƻƴƻǊ ƻŦ .Ŝǎǘ ƛƴ {ƘƻǿΦ 

¢ƘŜ ŀǿŀǊŘ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ ±ƛƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ ǎƘŜǇƘŜǊŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ-ȅŜŀǊ-ƻƭŘ ±ƛƪƛƴƎΣ ŦǊƻƳ {ƻƭƛƘǳƭƭΣ 
.ƛǊƳƛƴƎƘŀƳ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ōǊŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŜŀǊƴ ǘƘŜ ǝǘƭŜ ƻŦ .Ŝǎǘ ƛƴ {ƘƻǿΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ-
ȅŜŀǊ-ƻƭŘ ŘƻƎ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴƴŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΦ 

½ŜƴΣ ŀ WŀŎƪ wǳǎǎŜƭƭ ǘŜǊǊƛŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ WŀǇŀƴΣ ǿŀǎ ƴŀƳŜŘ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ŘƻƎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƴƛƴŜ-ȅŜŀǊ-ƻƭŘ ŀƭǎƻ ǿƻƴ 
ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊǊƛŜǊ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ .Ŝǎǘ ƛƴ {Ƙƻǿ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ.   

CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ²ƘŜŀǘŜƴ ǿƛƴǎΦ 

Ringside     
Snapshot 

5ƻƎǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǘƻǘŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƭƻǊōƭƛƴŘΦ 
5ƻƎǎ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŎƻƭƻǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŘƻΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƭƻǊōƭƛƴŘΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǘǿƻ 
ŎƻƭƻǊ ǊŜŎŜǇǘƻǊǎΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƘǳƳŀƴǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘǊŜŜΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ȅƻǳǊ 
ŘƻƎϥǎ ŜȅŜǎΣ ȅƻǳϥŘ ǎŜŜ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǎƘŀŘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳōƛƴŀǝƻƴǎ ƻŦ ōƭǳŜ ŀƴŘ ȅŜƭƭƻǿΦ 

5L5 ¸h¦ Ybh²Κ 
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Bruce Schwartz, of Los 

Angeles, California, began 

showing dogs as a 15-year-

old and has never wavered 

from his devotion to terriers. 

The President of 

Montgomery County Kennel 

Club got his start 

with  Miniature 

Schnauzers but is best known 

as a breeder of top-winning 

Welsh Terriers. His Bruhill-

bred dogs have helped to 

bring the òOld English Wirehaired Black and Tan 

Terrieró to the fore in the US, collectively amassing 

nearly 150 all-breed Best in Show awards. Among the 

kennelõs many victories, the inaugural Great Western 

Terrier Association of Southern California, 

Montgomery County, and the 100th -anniversary show 

of the Welsh Terrier Club of America, are notable. 

Bruce is past President of the Welsh Terrier Club of 

America, a former AKC Delegate of the American Fox 

Terrier Club, and the current President of Montgomery 

Countyõs All-Terrier classic. He is an AKC judge, 

approved for the  Terrier Group, several Working 

Breeds, Junior Showmanship, and BIS. 

An Early Introduction  

òOur Dachshund had died and our vet suggested we 

get a Miniature Schnauzer,ó Bruce recalls of his familyõs 

introduction to terriers. The year was 1966 and the 

young man soon found himself at a dog show with his 

new pup. It was only a matter of time before he 

stepped into the ring. As Bruce relates, òThe second 

time I showed the Schnauzer myself he got two points 

and it was a big deal.ó The win must have been all that 

was needed to convert this dog-crazy kid and his 

mother, Lillian, into fanciers. In no time, the family had 

more than one show dog and was looking for guidance 

from a professional handler. òThe person who showed 

our Mini Schnauzers for us was Daisy Austad,ó Bruce 

recalls. The family also hired another handler who was  

just getting established in the US at the time. According 

to Bruce, òPeter Green showed a Schnauzer bitch on 

the East Coast for us for a while.ó It is through Peter 

that Bruce met the man who introduced him to the 

breed he has devoted himself to so completely.  

òRic Chashoudian had 

this Welsh Terrier in the 

kennel that I took a 

liking to,ó Bruce recalls 

of his early visits to the 

legendary terrier manõs 

facility. Apparently, Ric 

recognized a connection 

between the young man 

and this dog, so he 

allowed Bruce to take the Welsh home on occasion. 

The two youngsters quickly bonded and in no time Ch 

Philtown Protocol was Bruceõs show dog. In 1973, the 

pair traveled to Philadelphia for the Montgomery 

weekend where they enjoyed their first taste of a big 

win. The victory took place at the Devon Dog Show 

Association the day before Montgomery. As reported 

in the New York Times on October 7th, òAnother of 

the finalists was owned by a student, Bruce Schwartz, a 

senior at Pepperdine University. He flew from Los 

Angeles, with his Welsh Terrier, Ch. Philtown Protocol, 

who was gaited by Ric Chashoudian to his first blue 

rosette.ó Edward E. Loebe was the judge who awarded 

the win under the watchful gaze of the worldõs leading 

terrier experts. Bruce recalls the memory with clarity. 

òWe were hooked on the breed,ó he says of the win. 

òProtocoló was more than just a show dog. òHe 

turned out to be a good stud dog,ó Bruce says of the 

dog that sired his first home-bred champion, Bruhillõs 

Concordat, and the Best in Show winner Ch. Tujayõs 

Touchdown. òTouchdownó was co-owned with Wood 

Wornall, who also handled the record -breaking Ch. 

Anasazi Billy the Kid, bred by Nancy OõNeal and 

owned by Bruce. In 1996, Jim Reynolds awarded 

òBillyó Best in Show at Montgomery. òIt was an 

amazing, unexpected thrill,ó Bruce says of the win. 
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òWe had a great Westbury weekend but a really not-so-

great Hatboro and Devon,ó he recalls of the shows 

leading up to the main event. òOur feeling [on the day] 

was just kind of ôwhatever itõs going to be, itõs going to 

be.õó The win was a triumph for the Welsh Terrierõs 

team and it provided Bruce with an invaluable lesson. 

òAlthough we had been ôin dogsõ for 30 years, it wasnõt 

until those 30 years that we had the quality of dog that 

could do that,ó he offers. òGreatness doesnõt come 

along that often.ó In 1999, Billy the Kid became one of 

only a handful of American show dogs to win 100 All -

Breed Bests. 

In Service to the Club 

The success Bruce enjoyed at Montgomery is 

reciprocated through his active involvement in club 

activities. In 2010, he joined Walter Goodman, Carol 

Carlson, and Helma Weeks as a club officer. His term as 

Vice-President was short-lived as he became the clubõs 

President the following year. Bruce is also the current 

Breed Club Liaison, together with Ken Kauffman, tasked 

with coordinating the needs of each parent club with 

those of Montgomery and its members. òThatõs really 

what I do,ó he says of his engagement with breed clubs 

both old and new. Although Montgomery welcomes 

each parent club as part of the family, Bruce 

understands that every organization is a unique 

collective of volunteers. Some clubs are well established 

and are part of the tradition of exhibiting at 

Montgomery, whereas others are still in their infancy. 

As Bruce suggests, òI think some of the [clubs] have 

great drive to get a breed established and once the 

breed is established thereõs less cohesiveness to keep the 

breed going forward.ó Montgomery County and its 

membership are always available to assist any club that 

might be experiencing a loss of momentum. 

Bruce acknowledges 

that his leadership of 

the club is in service 

to the tradition of 

offering breeders and 

exhibitors of terriers 

the finest platform 

for comparing 

breeding stock. ò[We 

have] a responsibility to ensure that we do our best to 

offer the National Specialties a really great venue to 

showcase the best of these breeds,ó he emphasizes.  

To that end, the judging panel at Montgomery is 

always comprised of individuals selected by those 

parent clubs that consider classes at this show as their 

Specialty. Only Best in Show and those breeds without 

a Specialty are judged by individuals chosen by 

Montgomery County. òMontgomery is a show for 

breeders,ó Bruce continues. òItõs really about the 

breeders and exhibiting our dogs to be seen by other 

breeders.ó To that end, the showõs current location 

(since 2021) on the grounds of Macungie Memorial 

Park in Macungie, Pennsylvania, has proven an ideal 

venue for showcasing terriers. òWe want our show [to 

be held] on the best grounds in a setting for Terriers, 

and that is an outdoor setting,ó Bruce asserts. òNot 

everyone was initially happy with the new location, 

but I think weõve learned to think of [the new site] as 

our home.ó 

Bruce admits that 

putting on a 

successful one-day 

event at any 

location presents 

certain challenges 

in todayõs fast-

paced world. òAs 

club members, 

weõre all trying to evolve as dog shows have 

changed,ó he says. òBecause entries at most shows are 

down, many exhibitors seem to be less about 

competition and more about just finishing dogs as 

quickly and as easily as possible, rather than really 

wanting to attend the best shows where the quality is 

and being proud of your wins.ó In this show-and-go 

environment, Bruce understands the value of a having 

a good entry at Montgomery. òTo have a stand-alone 

[event] with everything that it takes to put on a show, 

it gets very expensive,ó he confides. òNaturally, weõre 

very dependent on entries. Thereõs no two ways about 

it.ó Thankfully, entries at this Terriers-only show have 

been relatively steady for the past few years. The 

average entry of just over 1,600 would be a 

respectable figure for any American all-breed show 

today. The fact that Montgomery can continue to 

draw exhibitors to its Sunday show from across North 

America and abroad is a tribute to the clubõs 

reputation as a world -class event and to the hard work 

of its officers and committee members. òWe have the 

premier terrier show in the world,ó Bruce says with  
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pride. òPeople want to be there to show-off their best 

dogs to fellow breeders and exhibitors.ó 

When heõs not working on behalf of Montgomery 

County, Bruce revels in the occasional overseas judging 

assignment. òI enjoy traveling, seeing new and different 

things,ó he shares. 

òMy biggest surprise was discovering what a beautiful 

country Romania is. I had no idea!ó 

To readers around the world who would like to 

experience the charm of Southeastern Pennsylvania for 

the first time, the Montgomery County Kennel Club 

extends a heartfelt invitation to come to Macungie, 

Pennsylvania, on Sunday, October 8, 2023. And for 

terrier breeders and exhibitors planning a return trip to 

Montgomery this year, Bruce and the clubõs officers 

and committee members would like to welcome you 

home. 

Skull and Foreface, two 

parallel planes  

Skull and Foreface 

equal in length 

Head (Breed Standard) 

Well balanced and in proportion to the body. Rectangular in appearance; moderately long. Powerful with no 

suggestion of coarseness. Eyes dark reddish brown or brown, medium in size, slightly almond shaped and set fairly 

wide apart. Eye rims black.   Major Fault  ñ Anything approaching a yellow eye. Ears small to medium in size, 

breaking level with the skull and dropping slightly forward, the inside edge of the ear lying next to the cheek and 

pointing to the ground rather than to the eye. A hound ear or a high -breaking ear is not typical and should be 

severely penalized.  Skull flat and clean between ears. Cheekbones not prominent. Defined stop. Muzzle powerful 

and strong, well filled below the eyes. No suggestion of snipiness. Skull and foreface of equal length. Nose black 

and large for size of dog.   Major Fault  ñ Any nose color other than solid black. Lips tight and black. Teeth large, 

clean and white; scissors or level bite.   Major Fault  ñ Undershot or overshot. 
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Dorice Stancher, MBA, 

CPDT-KA, CTDI, AACE  

Whether a serious show competitor or family pet, there are many 

amazing benefits to playing with your dog and sharing activities together. 

Itõs a very special time where you can focus on one another and 

strengthen your relationship. Itõs also a great opportunity to take a break 

and appreciate the happiness which comes playing with our wonderful 

companions. There are mutual benefits for both you and your dog 

including reducing stress, improved mental health, and providing an 

outlet to work off excess energy which can often improve behavior. We 

all need moments to nourish, revive and refresh our outlook.  

Both mental and physical activities are important for maintaining good 

health and performance. Itõs an opportunity to learn new skills while 

having fun. When training take your time and create a learning 

experience that is both engaging and empowering for both of you.  

Interactive games increases mental stimulation and can improve cognitive 

function. According to Brittany Grenus, DVM, òMental exercises can 

actually make dogs even more tired than physical exercise. Many 

destructive behaviors in dogs can be resolved simply by implementing 

mental exercises every day.ó Other benefits include increased confidence, 

decreased hyperactivity and improved brain development in puppies.  

Games to play with your dog:  

1. Hide and Go Seek 

This game is played indoors. You can either have your dog Stay or have a 

friend who can help your dog remain with them while you hide. Once 

you are hidden call them to come and find you. When they find you 

praise them for being successful. 

2. Scent Work (hide treats) 

Put your dog in their crate or another room while you hide treats then 

release telling him to òfind itó. You may have to show him at first and 

once he understands you can increase the challenge.  

3. Trick Training 

The AKC Trick Dog program and the Do More With Your Dog program 

by Kyra Sundance have some great tricks that you can teach your dog.  

4. Fetch (get it, bring it, drop it)  

5. Puzzle toys 

 


