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President’'s Message
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2024 may not be the year of the dog, but it certainly is the year of the Soft Coated Wheaten Terrier! Just news
of a local club starting up with a Roving Specialty is great news. Imagine being in Kentucky horse country in mid
March and you are in the next best place to Dublin. Watch those lovely horses grazing on the Kentucky
bluegrass and listen to Irish music as you drive to Louisville to a Roving Specialty planned by this club that is
filled with excitement and enthusiasm. Be sure to call for help if you have not signed up for the Kentucky
themed dinner, yes, bourbon in the recipes! Please plan to attend the grooming events.CAP is probably filled
by now but is planned for St Louis as well.
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And more great news, our hotel for MCKC is the new Hyatt that is just five miles from the Macungie show
grounds. There are two hotels on the grounds that are joined by common rooms. The Hyatt Place is the more
traditional hotel and the Hyatt Suites has full kitchens in the larger rooms. Sign up through our ad and receive
dog discounts. The annual dinner will be held on Thursday evening, not Friday as in the pastMary Yourich and
Cynthia Hollis have great plans and it will be fun, of that | am sure. Come shop at the boutique, eat dinner, pick
up awards, or clap for those who win. It will be a joyous time in our new hotel.
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Quite a number of our members made donations this year and with costs of mailing and services going up so
high, those donations are greatly appreciated. Still, time came and went for dues and, again it took phone calls
to wake up people. It would be so nice if everyone just marked their calendars now to show that dues must be
in by February 15, 2025. We should not have to notify members repeatedly. Please see it as your time to
actively support the club and its mission:
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Mission Statement
The objectives of the Soft Coated Wheaten Terrier Club of America, Inc. (SCWTCA) shall be:

oy

S

1 to bring to perfection the natural qualities of the Soft Coated Wheaten Terrier.

1 to encourage the organization of independent local Soft Coated Wheaten Terrier Specialty Clubs in those
localities where there are sufficient fanciers of the breed to meet the requirements of the American Kennel
Club.

to urge members and breeders to accept theStandard of the breed as approved by The American Kennel
Club as the only standard of excellence by which Soft Coated Wheaten Terriers shall be judged.

to do all in its power to protect and advance the interests of the breed and to encourage sportsmanlike
competition at dog shows and obedience trials.

to conduct sanctioned matches, specialty shows and obedience trials under the rule of The American Kennel
Club.

1 to guard against the commercial exploitation of the Soft Coated Wheaten Terrier.
1 to accept and abide by the Code of Ethicsof the Soft Coated Wheaten Terrier Club of America.
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Pl ease watch the webinars as they occur so that you c:
informative and Dr Littman did a superior job as always. There were over 300 hits on it in the two days
following the event. We have invited all breed club presidents to share the info for our presentations.
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Finally, the Board has regretfully accepted Gay Dunl aj
only chair who has served in that position and the longest to serve in any position. She, along with Jody

Sylvester, artist, developed our lllustrated Standard. She has written many articles about breed type and has
mentored innumerable newbie judges. Gay has an arti st

keen editordés eye with our publications. Thank you Ga)
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Fortunately Cindy Vogels will be carrying us forward and she and Gay have shared many opinions about breed
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Sincere apologies for an error in December Benchmarks in the Award section on page 10. We were able t¢
make the correction online, but your hard copy was already in print.

We inadvertently placed Susan McGee in the wrong category. Susan was awarded a Distinguished Servicg

Award for her selfless devotion to our breed and to our Club. Bob and Pam Tinnelly were also honored in
that category.

She was mistakenly placed in the AKC Outstanding Sportsmanship Award, which was only to go to Tom
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The Wheaten world has lost Caroline Goldberg of Lissadell Wheatens.
She was a founding member of the Desert Empire Terrier Club, and

long - time member of SCWTCA. Caroline got her first SCWT in 1978 and
whelped her last litter in 2011. She had many well known champions
in -between these dates.

My first female Wheaten, Stella, was from
dogs set my foundation of Wheatens. When Stella was bred, we were on

whelp watch one night, thinking she was close. When nothing seemed to be happening, Caroline

drove back across LA. As soon as she got home, Stella decided it was her time. Caroline raced

back across LA to Irvine to whelp the I|itter with my
Carolineds help, it was Caroline whelping the Ilitter
Caroline. She was my second grooming instructor. She refined my grooming skills. Caroline and

| used to each groom 1 side of a dog while the other groomed the other side. My favorite

memory is Caroline saying we groomed so much alike she could not tell which one of us did

which side. And that was Caroline. She was always willing to help others with grooming or

medical issues. Had she been born in a later era, she would have been a knowledgeable vet. As

it was, she was a knowledgeable resource for anyone needing help. | am forever grateful for her

tutorship and friendship.

Jana Carraway

In SMemoriam o

ARe YOU (OOKIN9 FOR @ PUPPY?

While the AKC plays an important role in the dog world and in educating buyers, being listed
as a breeder by them is no guarantee you are dealing with a reputable breeder. Puppy Mill
dogs are generally AKC registerable.

Please buy your pup from a reputable breeder, one who adheres to the breed club (Soft Coated
Wheaten Terrier Club of America) Code of Ethics. A list of SCWTCA Breeders can be found at

scwtca.org. This National Breed Club is dedicated to the preservation and health of the breed.

Local wheaten club breeder referrals:

SCWTC Northern California scwtcnc.club Motor City SCWTC motorcitywheatens.org
SCWTC Southern California wheaten.org SCWTC Greater St Louis scwicgsl.com
Delaware Valley SCWTC dvscwic.org Greater Denver SCWTC denverwheatenclub.org

SCWTC Greater Milwaukee — no website —

SCWTC Greater Tampa Bay flwheatenclub.org . ;
Nancy Andersen, Treasurer jnaterriers@tds.net
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Happy Birthday Seniors

BELLA

RAELYN DANCING THROUGH LIFE
DOB: 1/30/2010
CH KILDIMO'S BOYS OF BLUE HILLX CH RAELYN IASTING IMPRESSION
BREEDER: LYNN CONE
OWNER: LISA SMITH RCHMOND

| have always loved Wheatens. | called a few breeders, but

because | was single they were reluctant to sell me one. | ;
called Lynn Cone, she asked me how | was going to manageji}
a puppy. | told her I had a dog walker that would come in 8
several times a day, and | had plans to install a fence. She

her.

Fast forward, | did get my Bella, and she is the sweetest,
funniest little girl. She loves her people, especially her First
Mama Lynn. She gets excited if | mention her name or when
she comes to visit. | learned how to groom her myself. She
even had a short show career, but it turned out she was too

small. Bella is my heart and love. And Lynn is one of my

good friends.

C——0

CROSBY

CH RAELYN SAYS THE 8CAR GOES TO
DOB: 3/1/2011
CH MICHAELEEN'S STAR BY DEGAS X GCH RABRLMIDNIGHT SURPRIZE
BREEDER: LYNN CONE
OWNER: LISA SMITH RCHMOND

This boy is my heart. He goes everywhere
with me. | was there with him when he was
born. | showed him, we have traveled all
over. Crosby has never met astranger. He's
my companion when | dog sit. He's a happy
boy, slowing down some, but always up for
a car ride. He's very precious to me.
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RHODES

RBIS AM CH/ICANGCHTY RONE®S REVOLUTI ONARY ROAD

DOB: 12/5/2010
CAN/AM CH MODNY STYLE GREAT EXPECTATIONS BISS CAN CH CARAVARY SHOW ME THE MONET

BREEDERS: LANA CAMHR.L, JOHN SLACK & BETH VERNER
OWNER: LISA SMITH RCHMOND

Rhodes was our pick puppy from the first litter Jack and | bred with our beautiful
Monet that we imported from Beth Verner and Betty Chapman of Caraway
Wheatens. Rhodes was a wonderful show dog and finished quickly in Canada and
became the first Wheaten to achieve his Grand Champion when that program was
introduced by the CKC. From 2012 to 2015 he was ranked in the top 5 Wheatens
nationally and finished his Canadian show career with a Reserve Best in Show, and a
total of 33 group placements. While he never won a national championship Rhodes
placed as Best Canadian Bred in National Specialty, Select Dog and Award of Merit in
various years. Rhodes came back as a Veteran at the Alberta Kennel Club Summer
Classic in 2019 and was awarded Best Veteran in the Terrier Group at the All Terrier
Club of Alberta Specialty and both Friday and Saturday in the All Breed Show.

In the US all Rhodes®& wins were at major Specialties.
Lydia Coleman Hutchinson, who commented, OYou are goin
Devon in 2014 for his first major and that year was also honored with the David R. Lincicome Memorial Trophy

for winning the Bred By Exhibitor Dog class at Montgomery and the coveted Brenmoor Bred-By Challenge Award

for the most points accumulated from the Bred By Exhibitor class over the Montgomery weekend. He finished his
American Championship at the Great Western shows in Long Beach California under Wheaten Breeder judge

Christine Erickson.

Rhodes now |lives a |life of |l eisure as King of ¢tldagsh Couc
walks and best of all, a car ride! That is his happy place!! DNA testing carried out back in 2012 revealed that
Rhodes carries 2 markers for PLN but dondt tell him th
completely normal results from his annual testing. Long Live the King!
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TATTLE

AM CAN CH MACKANME T ALE OF BODASCA
1/1/08 6 2/11/24

GLORY

AM CAN CH MACKANME T RIBUTE TO BODASCA
1/1/08 8 1/15/24

AM CAN CH GLENAMON G LEANGAY HE'S KEY 2MEX
AM CAN LUX GER-VDH/KFT CH DOGSIDE'S LOVE
POTION FOR BODASCA

BREEDER: JERI VOYLES, MACKANME WHEATENS

Tattle and Glory were littermates from my first litter (seven puppies). Both are U.S. and Canadian champions, and
both lived in my house while being shown and bred. Tattle had two litters, and Glory had one. These girls were so
important to the establishment of my breeding program.

Charlotte Froon (Bodasca) and Nadja Drinjakovic (Dogsides) entrusted me with their mother, Rushka, who they
shipped to me from the Netherlands. | finished Rushka's championship in the U.S. and Canada, then bred her to my
boy Mack.

Tattle went on to live with the Simon family in Seattle who co -own her grandson, Smahty, with me, and spent a
few years living in New York City while one of the daughters (Samantha) was in college. She was a frequent flyer to
and from Seattle. She loved to chase the squirrels on her walks, snuggling in bed, and belly rubs.

Glory went on to live with the Dillon family in Seattle, who also own another Wheaten from me. Glory spent her
retirement chasing away the deer, wading in the river, and hunting voles and mice at the family farm. Glory was
loyal, sweet and stubborn. Her family misses her terribly, but is grateful for every day they had with her.

Both of these girls lived long and happy lives, over age 16, were so loved by their people, and by me.

C——0
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2023 AKC National Championship

Held in Orlando, Florida, it is the only all -breed dog show organized and presented directly by the American
Kennel Club, t he nat “oopmodtpurebredidegsdgistry. it cunsannltiphe nationd events
under the same roof. In conjunction with the AKC National Championship presented by Royal Canin, AKC Agility
Invitational, AKC Obedience ClassicAKC National Owner -Handled Series FinalsAKC Fast CAT

Invitational and the AKC Royal Canin National All-Breed Puppy and Junior Stakesire also held.

It offers sizable scholarship awards for its Junior Showmanship winners and requires a specific grade point average
as part of the eligibility criteria.

Best of Breed: GCHB KEEPSAKE'S FASHION ICON
Best of Winners: ORION TREBOLNEVERMIND

Best Opposite Sex: GCH KEEPSAKE'S NO JACKET REQUIRED
Select Dog: GCH CH FROLIC'S INTRINSIC
|/ \| Select Bitch: TIMBERLANE'S BAD REPUTATION

AOQOEs:
GCH STRATFORD NO WORDS CAN EXPRESS IT
GCHB DOUBLOON'S EXTREME SPEED

Winners Dog: KEEBLER'S FINN MACCOOL

Res Winners Dog: HOOLIGAN MICKEY FINN

Winners Bitch: ORION TREBOL NEVERMIND

Res Winners Bitch: FROLIC'S RUMBLE DOLL

Best Bred By Exhibitor: GCHB KEEPSAKE'S FASHION ICON

e0e
%o’

ROYAL CANIN

Best Owner Handl er: GCHB VANBEARDG6S OIl LI B

BEST PUPPY: ORION REBOL NEVERMIND

WEEK AT A GLANCE
SHOW SPACE COAST KC OEMBAY BREVARD KENNEL CLUB CENTRAL FLORIDA KC
12/12/23 12/13/23 12/14/23
JUDGE MRS. ROSALIND KRAMER DR. VALERIA RICKARD MS. JAN N. PAULK
BOB KEEBLER'S FINN MACCOOL | GCHB KEEPSAKE'S FASHION ICON GCHB KEEPSAKE'S FASHION ICON
BOW KEEBLER'S FINN MACCOOL | ADAKO | YAM THE ONE ORION TREBOL NEVERMIND
BOS CAMERON GLORIOUS GAME | GCH KEEPSAKE'S NO JACKET REQUIRRIECH KEEPSAKE'S NO JACKET REQUIRED
SD GCH KEEPSAKE'S NO JACKET GCH VANBEARD'S OILIBHEAR STARLIGHG@H FROLIC'S INTRINSIC
REQUIRED MY I'S TKN DCAT
SB CH DOUBLOON'S EXTREME | CH DOUBLOON'S EXTREME SPEED GCH STRATFORD NO WORDS CAN EXPRHSS IT
SPEED
WD KEEBLER'S FINN MACCOOL | LUTRA'S THE VIKING KEEBLER'S FINN MACCOOL
RwWD LUTRA'S THE VIKING KEEBLER'S FINN MACCOOL HOOLIGAN MICKEY FINN
WB CAMERON GLORIOUS GAME | ADAKO | YAM THE ONE ORION TREBOL NEVERMIND
RwWB FROLIC'S RUMBLE DOLL ORION TREBOL NEVERMIND TI MBERLANEOGS BLONDE BOMB!
BOB/OH | CAMERON GLORIOUS GAME ORION TREBOL NEVERMIND
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Hi alll

Miss Jessie Mae here (aka O6 Nei | | & Dani , and Lynn Den
Stratford Splendid Outcast) Unfortunately those teams were unable to make the
reporting from the 2023 AKC trip and we missed them. When that happens the AKC
Agility Invitational in does something very special, they extend the invitation
Orlando. It was my first time to the next dog in line, so Gander was able to come.
to attenc.i and my mom & | Mom said we had a special angel this year because
were lucky to have Mary Miss Vida (Dina Melendez) was actually the #1
Whiting & Rory and Cindy preferred wheaten, but retired in July, so we were
Jansen & Dew to guide us. graced with the honor of representing the preferred
i |
We also got to meet Suzanne height!
Stone & Gander (their first time as well). Agility is really all about 3 C i Ui g j
To say that this event is special and amazing is really an tea mwlo lr< K ,'f ) dl t oon (I)'Et U hAOLf\jV 0 j
understatement! The building itself is remarkable; Iplietty}i/ou ookoritalu ge - A
housing over 45 confor mat.i ;?%St?\fva% ogr’no;:es UtﬁaOnueAsb Gohi |9
vendor displays (all the moms shopped...surprise, A01\:N|yOU per orm efac courfe - o EJ A TN @ E .
surprise!), multiple food courts, dock diving, multiple 0 yrng as t 0 o g VA =
. . . - contact zones, all the while
obedience rings, as well as 3 gorgeous rings for agility. i . d . h handl
That is not even taking into consideration all the floor Istening and trusting your hooman handiler (mom? 0
. . follow the set course. We have to trust them to give
space for kennels, grooming, seating, and AKC needs. h ot ) £ wh na f
It was kind of overwhelming at first because it was big us the correct in ormatl.on ofwhere we are going fast
. . enough (think about your GPS
and noisy, but once we settled in our area and saw the ) i )
. . . . want to be told to turn right AFTER the intersection
rings where we were going to be it was exciting and we ) .
all were anxious to run! Everyone really liked the right?) Our hoomans have to trust us to know we will
surfaceéit was grippy for ]:I{O\fvgeér%e?db_n, y e
very cushy for both dogs and handlers. We were sure omr(]atlrges zoofmles
to thank the AKC reps on hand with lots of kudos and ge‘;t € et.ter orus,
comments! The courses were also fantabulous as my ‘1” ksometm;les we
hooman likes to sayfi just enough challenges to make L n we:]rea y
us think hard, but lots of room to run. now w (?re togo
next and it may not
The top 6 dogs of each breed receive an invitation be right, but the real
based on their points for the period of July 1, 2022 goal is to HAVE
through June 30, 2023. The first 5 dogs are from the . EUN and all of us
o0regulardé height (i.e. bas gidt ITieeM&sHing ) an
1 dog is from the opreferrtr gbdut ABitRi s t hey

choose to jump one height lower, but are scored
against the regular heights. Rory, Dew, and Gander all
measure and compete at
actually measure just barely into the requirement to
jump 166, so Mom chose t
entire career, so | am 0

Copyright© SCWTCA, Inc.March 2024 - Volume 51, number 1
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The other top invitees were Janine Mroz & Darby, Kim
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There was 1 warmup run and then 4 scored runs
(combination of jumpers and standard type courses

with contact equipment). The goal is to have the

fewest faultdi 5 points are deducted for each fault so

400 points equals 4 perfect rungi combined with the
fastest time. The top wheaten gets a very special
medallion! | was lucky enough to win, but
unfortunately the medallion
time of Invitationals. The AKC staff were very kind and ;
are going to be sending it very soon. (Watch FB page .,_y, :
cause my mom and | will shar g2 a
available on the Wheaten Agility Page).

p e

Interesting factoids:
i 605 dogs total invited; only 136 had perfect scores of 400.

9 113 dogs total in our class; only 26 had perfect scores of 400.

The final ranking and scores of the Wheatens competing after 2 days/4 runs in
the 166 cl ass:

#1 Jessie Finished #22; 400 points, 163.356 total seconds *Breed
medallion winner

#2 Rory Finished #36, 395 points, 133.570 total seconds
#3 Dew Finished #78, 370 points, 165.782 total seconds
#4 Gander Finished #105, 245 points, 164.889 total seconds

I hope if you & your hooman havenot
fast cat, dockdiving or any of the other performance activities), we have
inspired you to grab your hooman and try! It is so much fun to use our instincts
from our ancestors!

PSi You get massages and goodies and lots of cuddles too when you do
agility! Until next year i keep your nose to the wind, the bars up, and your
hooman close by! Love, Jessie

Eukanuba: VUEET U
Z gC v
zhk AAAU _ GAAOUE
ZiEA _ VUEE( U
i AOGI . 20U
AE] vCE]J
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'SCWTCAINATIIONANS PEGIALTTY;

SAVE THE DATE Octoberby2024

ir fabulous new hosthotel)
ur room reservationseany!

T

0 stt five miles from the show site =

% All SCWTCA activities under one roof

+ Complimentary breakfast & = & & ' I
* Spacious dog walking area ! . I‘ [ ]

** Full service restaurant and bar

X Close to other dining, grocery and shopplng

Hyatt é;«_,/}J yatt House L s
Allentown Lehigh Valley And, please join us..

621 ‘.‘;1111: Road Thursday evening Oct 3 -
Allento:‘ PA 18106 Awards, dinner banquet

and boutique
Use these codes ,J.u.u,.m.uu;

Hyatt p| Sunday evening Oct 6 -

post show hors d'oeuvres
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The Delaware Valley Soft Coated Wheaten Terrier Club

Specialty Show Is Coming!!

Join us Saturday, May 4, 2024
4 Shows in One Location
Mercer County Park, West Windsor, NJ

» May 3: Garden State All Terrier Club (DVSCWTC Supported Entry)

Judge: Joseph Vernuccio
Meet and Greet with Refreshments after judging
at the Del Val Hospitality tent

» May 4: Bucks County KC/DVSCWTC Specialty

Breed Judge: Christine Erickson

Sweeps Judge: Katherine Wright .’p/é_.’ﬂ.s‘e_/'o/'ll us. Sor P

Breakfast and Lunch a8 ‘ 4
Education with Shari Robinson Sil o ¢ Auction ar I‘j_
» May 5: Trenton KC Ticket Auction at the
Judge: Lydia Coleman Hutchinson Hospitality
Lunch after judging Tent. Winners
~ May 6: Trenton KC

announced after

Judge: Espen Engh " i
= g = Lunch.

Questions?
Show Chair—Cherie Turner frolicdogs@verizon.net
Drawing— PatRobeski probeski@gmail.com

Superintendent —Rau Dog Shows, Ltd. raudogshows.com
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Thisyear'sdrawingis
for a gorgeous pastel
portrait of
YOUR DOG by
Dominique Routhier
Ticketsare $5 eachor
5 for$20. Contact
probeski@gmail.com
for tickets.
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CH Saltnsea Destiny Dancing With The Stars
FDC CGC TKN

{ Lo alin g oW W v

CH Andover Song N Dance Man ROM CGC TDI (Harry) X Saltnsea Sandi's Southern Belle (Dixie)

Owned, Handled and Loved by Miriam Kahan Bred by: Susan Jacobsen, Sandi Larsen & Eric Taylor
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SCWTC of Greater St. Louis Specialty Weekend
Fly-In2024

AUCTION $ BYG 6\2\, ay 30-June

DS Purina Farms

SUPPORT THE % 3 7
& o i 300 Checkerboard Dr.

SPECIALTY) Gray Summit, Mo

63039
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Thursday, May 30" Gateway Terrier
Breed and Group: Ms. Pamela Wilson
Friday, May 31%* SCWTCGSL Specialty in conjunction with Missouri Rhineland KC
Breed: Mrs. Allison Corn Sunderman
Group: Mrs. Bergit Coady-Kabel
Sweeps: Karen Fitzpatrick, Meadowlake Border Terriers ot g

Saturday, June 1st, Missouri Rhineland KC \ ’ /

Breed: Mrs. Bergit Coady-Kabel

Group: Mrs. Allison Corn Sunderman u
Sunday, June 2nd, Mississippi Valley KC Spenteadent

Breed and Group: Mrs. Connie Clark foytrentdogshows.com

Monday, June 3" MississippiValley KC
Breed and Group: Dr.John V. loia

Information: JeanineSalvati
jsalvati@flatlandscg.com
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SCWTCA Expowses, L

organization,

SCWICA'EndowmentInd.ENT, INC.

501 ( cp 30 fniotn

donations are deductible

The SCWTCA Endowment Inc. wishes to thank its donors for supporting Wheaten
health and research. Through these donations we are able to fund the SCWT Health]
Dat abase,

by Shelly Vaden, Katie Tolbert Phase 2 PLE Study, rebate the DNA testing programj

development of the Paroxysmal Dyskinesia test at UPenn, offer Wheaten owners a
Health and Research Newsletter, fund the Fecal API kits and commit funds for future

PLE research at UPenn and NC State University.

and Pedi

gree

fund our resear|che

Anonymous
Lisa Alden

Laurie Gomer
Marcie and Mel Granick

American Online Giving Foundatidassica Guynn

Carlton and Florence Asher
Elaine Azerolo

Kay Baird

Barbara Baird

Don Bane

Lynn Barth

Sheryl Beitch

Denise Bendelewski

Bright Funds Foundation
JoAnn Budraitis

Lana Campbell

Margaret Cohn

George Condos

Robert and Joanna Conway
Michelle Dean

Delaware Valley SCWT Club
Leslie DeMattia

Christine Dof&rown

Anne Falco

Patricia & Joseph Farinacci
Jeanne Ferris

Fidelity Charitable

Helen Fraguela

Karen Friedberg

Peggy Gardner

Carolyn Garrett

Shirley Gee

Katherine Hagar
Gayle Hanlon
Kyndrea Hardin
Pamela Harnack
Bonnie Harrison
William Hendrix
Cynthia Hollis

Instant Fire Protection LLC
David Israel

Bonnie and Barry Ivler
Susan Jackson

Cindy Jansen

Johnson & Johnson Matching Giffgarcus & Alice Robertson

Thomas Johnson
Lynn Kester

Helen Knopf

Lori Kromash
Scott and Beth Lange
Rose Lawrie
Kathleen Lesbriel
Maureen Loftus
Celia Lon Louie
Pamela Mandeville
Linda Manspeaker
Anna Marzolino
Evelyn McAdams
Susan McGee

Jonathan Shapse
Sam Simkins
Patricia Simrell
Donna Smith
Kenneth Smith
Margaret Snow

Bill & Jan Mcllhenny
Terri Mitchell

Karen Nadeau

Tom and Wendy Neil
Elaine Nerrie

Ann Nelson

Michael Ness & Michael WeissBonney Snyder

Network For Good Sally and David Sotirovich
Stephani e 008 K eRoxagna Springer
Christina Pae Mark & Dorice Stancher

Paypal Cyndi Stokvis
Pamela Peckham Suzanne Stone
Joan Picone Patricia Swaney
Janet Revis Bob & Pam Tinnelly
Dee Ann Rich Christy Ulman

Deb Van De Ven
Jan Van Ness
Toni Vincent

Susan Robinson
Penelope Rogers

Patricia Rogers Jeri Voyles
Patricia Rutherford Eric Wacker
Margaret Ryan Anonymous

Bradi Westfall

Marv and Jackie Whitham
Susan Wuerz

Richard Yobak

Marilyn Zeldin

Salesforce.com Inc.

Susan Sakauye

Schwab Charitable Eleanor
Ira Wong

SCWTCA Inc

SCWTC of Tampa Bay
SCWT Association of Canada
Carol Schaltz

SCWTCA Expowsest ;I
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Hi, I'm Jasou,
6Dai ly

precise, and my
| kennel name
~Jturned out to
be an omen for
my life: my
humans gave
me hugs every day, | just couldn't get enough of it. This
is my story of living with Degenerative Myelopathy
(DM).

| was born in Belgium on February 12, 2010. 12 weeks
later, my humans were allowed to pick me up. Like
many Wheatens, as a young lad, | had some skin
problems and occasional ear infections, but they
disappeared once my owners discovered | was allergic
to chicken and turkey. Since then, I've hardly been sick,
except for the occasional upset tummy.

In January 2022, just before turning 12, | had a senior
checkup with my favorite vet, Celia. Everything looked
good! She said | could easily live to be 15, maybe even
16 or 17 years old, | was so healthy. Life was looking
goodé

However, in
April 2022, the
first clouds
appeared; the
toenails of my
left hind leg
started scraping >
against the
pavement.
Given my age

and symptoms, Celia suspected arthritis and gave me an
Unf o

injection of Librela.
next step, Celia suggested physiotherapy, which was
quite a challenge; suddenly, | had to walk in a tub of
water on a treadmill, and | wasn't much of a water dog.
But | wouldn't be a terrier if | didn't throw myself into it

with full enthusiasm! Sadly there was no improvement

H tin the toe dragging.
Jasoud t

Next Celia suggested | should see a specialist. There, |
had to do all sorts of weird tests with my paws. |

didn't understand much, but the word 'ataxia’ came

up, a difficult word that apparently meant | was

starting to lose control of my legs. A CT scan provided
no explanation. To rule out a possible spinal injury, |
received an
epidural
cortisone
injection, but
that didn't help
either. The
specialist's final
diagnosis a ;
week later was E
tough. | had Degenerative Myelopathy (DM). | would
slowly but very surely become paralyzed, from back to
front.

The only 6good?d
not cause me any pain.

news wa s

My humans contacted my breeders, who were
devastated as well. My mom and dad had not done
genetic testing for DM because back in 2010, DM was
not a topic in Wheatens. Apparently, | was the first out
of a litter of 8 that developed the DM symptoms.
(Later, we learned | had a brother who had similar
issues, but he was not diagnosed with DM.)

The specialist gave me only 6 to 8 months...but that
was without counting on my humans! We consulted a
holistic
veterinarian, who
advised me to eat |
as healthily as
possible. | had
been eating fresh
food for years
because
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of my allergies. He also prescribed several supplements:
turmeric, vitamins B3 and B12, vitamin D, glucosamine,
lion's mane... Main goal: to keep me on my feet and to
slow down the DM process as long as possible. And of
course, | continued with the weekly hydrotherapy
sessions complemented by regular laser acupuncture
sessions that gave me an energy boost.

| started wearing booties to protect my feet because my
toenails were taking a beating. So, for a few more
months, | could walk fairly normally. Luckily, in the
snow and on the beach, | could go without those

boots.

Around October/November 2022, | started stumbling
occasionally over my feet; my left hind leg was getting
weaker and weaker. My humans bought me a harness
so they could support me while walking and when |
needed to go out.

By January 2023, my right hind leg also started to
weaken and walking now was only possible with the
harness. Hydrotherapy became too difficult, and the
physiotherapist switched to targeted laser therapy to
keep my stamina up.

In April 2023, there was nothing else to do but to get

me a trendy dog wheel chair
www.walkinpets.com). That was a huge relief because
now | could walk and sniff to my heart's content and

visit my friends again. For a few months, my situation
stayed relatively stable and in June we had a nice
summer holiday in Italy.

| was still managing in the house fairly well by myself,

but that became more difficult in October. It became
increasingly difficult to get up to drink, and my humans
had to support my hindquar
upright.

By early November, it became increasingly difficult for
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me to move around

on my own. Only
walking with my

| wheels was still fun for
me. As long as | could
sniff. Terrier, you

| know. My humans
= \vere worried about

my quality of life, and | understood. | preferred lying

in my bed to going for walks, and whimpered when
they weren't around and | felt helpless. My humans
were finding it so difficult to decide whether to let me
go... they knew | felt tired and helpless and they didn't
want me to experience the next phase of DM, where |
would start having trouble with my breathing and
swallowing. We couldn't bear to think about it! We

took a week's vacation, time just for each other, and
that was so nice. The morning of November 28, 2023
miraculously cleared up (it had been raining for several
days). In the morning, | went for one final walk to my
favorite spots in
the neighborhood
and said goodbye
to my dog friends.
In the afternoon, |
was tired but
satisfied. Celia 5
came to my house
late in the afternoon and gave me a sedative. In the
arms of my humans, | gently fell asleep. The next
morning, | sent them a rainbow to let them know |
had arrived safely.

All'in all, my humans and | have beaten the odds by

adding a full year on top of the specialist's prognosis,
making it 19 months of living with DM, but especially
with tons of care and love.

Daily Hugs Jasou, 2/12/201006 11/28/2023
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Backwhen | started to o0get involveddé in this sport of pu
acknowledged path carved out from far before my time, by longtime, experienced and knowledgeable breeders,
was to purchase the best bitch you could afford, and make that your beginning. One of the top Pomeranian

breeders in the world once explained it to me this wayé¢
will start you where | am now, or | can sell you a bitch with less quality, but you would have a minimum of 10

years of breeding to do to actually g eDefiniely mekegsensele é. t he
Guiding the inexperienced breeders was the gift that ¢t
and sharing of bloodlines was how our breeds have survived. Young breeders at that time appreciated and
followed that knowledge. Any i nf or mati on you were given was gospel
many oOinstant expertsdéd as we now have, there were a fe\y

form, but nothing compared to sitting with the knowledgeable breeder icons and just listening to what they shared,
and talked about.

This is not about o0the old wayo6 vs othe new way. 6 At t}
knowledge from anywhere.

| believe the best way forward in any breed is to understand where the line you have chosen started, how it

improved, has it improved, has it remained the same, or declined? As | have mentioned over and over, a lot of the

answers you may seek are in our yearbooks, and more recently found on the databaseSure, it is just a picture, but

training your eye to look at photos and accurately assess the overall dog will help you immensely all through your

dog breedingcareer.1 t i sndét just the shape, clever haircuts can
can add angles very easilyébut, meRondemewmsts lhhoek generk
assess the dog(This assessment with your critical eye also has to be done with the dogs in your home too)

Where does that shoulder actually sit? How is that tail actually set on? Where the dog naturally holds the tail tells
you so much about the rear angles and butt behind, whether clever haircut, or actually butt! Keep notes of what
you think, so if you ever get to go over and see that dog in person you can confirm your initial thoughts. If your
initial assessment of the photo is different from what you got to see in person, make note of that information as
well. Knowledge and understanding the whole picture will always be what can move you forward.

So with this analogy, youdve researched where to get yc
buy a good foundation with your informed plan.  You can love your dog endlessly, but a keen breeder will always

balance affection with the critical eye for breed detail. Thisisamust.]| f you dondt correctly a
faults ar e, you candt understand what to | ook for when

When you are searching for the ideal stud dog for your
and more importantly, her weaknesses, then, what you want to improve on, and search for the line/stud dog that
compliments thoseissuesTher e i s no miracle dog that compli ments ev
just go with the flavor of the month. Rar e i s the stud dog in our breed who
offspring, who are products of outcross lines. Breeding Wheatens is a delicate balance of outcrossing, generally

following a line, trying to breed consistent quality, with health being an additional constant to consider. This is not

like most breeds who have a depth of diversity over many generations.

Actual line breeding of breeds like Shetland Sheepdogs, Labradors, Dobermans, etc. is the norm, and they would
select lineage and coefficients that we never could consider. That is a hurdle that is significant when trying to create
a consistent breed type.
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6Understanding the pedigree and the
knowledge to see a youngster at 8 weeks, and understand how it will look at
8 years. o

So with an understanding of your goal to produce a puppy better than its
parents, take your critical assessment of your girl, and start the search for a
line, and a male to compliment what you have. While the ability to do more
artificial breedings is reducing our geographical challenges, shopping online is 7
also a struggle when you perhaps can@.
interested in. If at all possible, despite the convenience of just shipping

semen, it will help you greatly if you go over a stud dog in person. Then

when you breed to him, and you have a litter, assessing the puppies with the
memory of what both parents brought to the union is very helpful. Before

the time of FedEx delivering your breeding in a box, breeders travelled and
during the days of the matings, breeders shared information. They talked,
learned, challenged and shared. If the stud dog had produced other puppies
bred to similar bitches, the stud dog owner could explain what qualities he
seemed to offer. That discussion is more of a challenge though if neither
breeder is handson with the potential mate. Try to avoid complacency in

just getting a litter, and just keeping a puppy to show and breed. Accepting
mediocrity wondt move our overal/l br
to aim high in producing beautiful, sound, healthy Wheatens, it takes

work! The feeling of seeing a puppy in your litter that you feel is a step

forward, watching it grow, just as you expect based on your knowledge of

its lineage, and having that promise grow up into something you are proud

to present to the fancy is its own reward for the work you put in.

Understanding how to make decisions about moving your breeding program
further is not done by making excuse
under st and &eektdecknodledgesfrene someone whose opinion
you trust to be honest and not petty. And when someone who you feel has
had a successful breeding program, and has k@%,é(é_rgdlge t |
share, please pay close attention!There could be ideas there that you will
come back to throughout your breeding career.

BN

Those of us who are now the 0old timgrso are absol g§itel
those who came before us.

Gaining perspective and knowledge without asking a lot of questions is
almost impossible. But, with all honestly, if you spoke with 5 other breeders
and asked them to explain a correct front, or rear, or correct angles, or
correct tail placement or carriage, you would likely not get the same
answers, and in listening to what is being offered as information, | fear for 8 years
our direction more than ever. | have mentioned previously that there was a
time when we had a day of education over our national specialty weekend,
and mourn its loss. We have invested a lot of energy into addressing our
health issues, with a significant effort leading to successPer haps it d6g ti me
now to offer education on the basics of breed structure, correct movement,
characteristics and anatomy, with discussion based litter assessment, and
breeding stock assessmentSomething to consider.
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