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Emily 

2024 may not be the year of the dog, but it certainly is the year of the Soft Coated Wheaten Terrier!  Just news 

of a local club starting up with a Roving Specialty is great news.  Imagine being in Kentucky horse country in mid 

March and you are in the next best place to Dublin.  Watch those lovely horses grazing on the Kentucky 

bluegrass and listen to Irish music as you drive to Louisville to a Roving Specialty planned by this club that is 

filled with excitement and enthusiasm.  Be sure to call for help if you have not signed up for the Kentucky 

themed dinner, yes, bourbon in the recipes! Please plan to attend the grooming events.  CAP is probably filled 

by now but is planned for St Louis as well. 

And more great news, our hotel for MCKC is the new Hyatt that is just five miles from the Macungie show 

grounds.  There are two hotels on the grounds that are joined by common rooms. The Hyatt Place is the more 

traditional hotel and the Hyatt Suites has full kitchens in the larger rooms. Sign up through our ad and receive 

dog discounts.  The annual dinner will be held on  Thursday evening, not Friday as in the past. Mary Yourich and 

Cynthia Hollis have great plans and it will be fun, of that I am sure. Come shop at the boutique, eat dinner, pick 

up awards, or clap for those who win.  It will be a joyous time in our new hotel.  

Quite a number of our members made donations this year and with costs of mailing and services going up so 

high, those donations are greatly appreciated.  Still, time came and went for dues and, again it took phone calls 

to wake up people.  It would be so nice if everyone just marked their calendars now to show that dues must be 

in by February 15, 2025. We should not have to notify members repeatedly.  Please see it as your time to 

actively support the club and its mission: 

Mission Statement                                                                                                                                                  

The objectives of the Soft Coated Wheaten Terrier Club of America, Inc. (SCWTCA) shall be: 

¶ to bring to perfection the natural qualities of the Soft Coated Wheaten Terrier. 

¶ to encourage the organization of independent local Soft Coated Wheaten Terrier Specialty Clubs in those 

localities where there are sufficient fanciers of the breed to meet the requirements of the American Kennel 

Club. 

¶ to urge members and breeders to accept the Standard of the breed as approved by The American Kennel 

Club as the only standard of excellence by which Soft Coated Wheaten Terriers shall be judged. 

¶ to do all in its power to protect and advance the interests of the breed and to encourage sportsmanlike 

competition at dog shows and obedience trials. 

¶ to conduct sanctioned matches, specialty shows and obedience trials under the rule of The American Kennel 

Club. 

¶ to guard against the commercial exploitation of the Soft Coated Wheaten Terrier. 

¶ to accept and abide by the Code of Ethics of the Soft Coated Wheaten Terrier Club of America. 

 

Please watch the webinars as they occur so that you can ask questions. This last one on Addisonõs was so 

informative and Dr Littman did a superior job as always. There were over 300 hits on it in the two days 

following the event. We have invited all breed club presidents to share the info for our presentations.  

Finally, the Board has regretfully accepted Gay Dunlapõs resignation as the Judgesõ Education Chair. Gay is the 

only chair who has served in that position and the longest to serve in any position. She, along with Jody 

Sylvester, artist, developed our Illustrated Standard. She has written many articles about breed type and has 

mentored innumerable newbie judges. Gay has an artistõs eye when asked to critique our breed, and has had a 

keen editorõs eye with our publications. Thank you Gay for leading the way. 

Fortunately Cindy Vogels will be carrying us forward and she and Gay have shared many opinions about breed 

type. 
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ERRATA; 

Sincere apologies for an error in December Benchmarks in the Award section on page 10. We were able to 

make the correction online, but your hard copy was already in print.  

We inadvertently placed Susan McGee in the wrong category. Susan was awarded a Distinguished Service 

Award for her selfless devotion to our breed and to our Club. Bob and Pam Tinnelly were also honored in 

that category. 

She was mistakenly placed in the AKC Outstanding Sportsmanship Award, which was only to go to Tom 

Neill, who embodies the AKC Code of Sportsmanship and has been a quiet òchampionó of the breed.  

/I !ŎŀŎƛŀ DŜǊŀƎƻƭŘ !ƊŜǊƴƻƻƴ 5ŜƭƛƎƘǘ !ǘ ±ŜǊƳƛƭƛƻƴ 

/I !Ǌŀƴ [ƻƴŜ .ƛǎƻƴ hƴ {ŀƳ Iƛƭƭ 

/I /Ŝƭŀ [ŀŘȅ hŦ ¢ƘŜ {Ŝŀ 

/I IŀƭŘŀƴŜ tƛƴŜŀǇǇƭŜ 

/I wƻǎƘŜŜƴ !ŎŀŎƛŀ DŜǊŀƎƻƭŘ 

/I {ǳƳƳŜǊƭŀƴŘ !ƳŀŘŜƴϥǎ 9ƭƭƛǎ .Ŝƭƭ 

/I ±ŜǊƳƛƭƛƻƴǎǇǊƛƴƎǎƻƴƎ .ƭǳŜ aƻƻƴ 

/I .ŀƴƴŜǊ IƛƎƘŜǊ !ƴŘ IƛƎƘŜǊ 

/I DǊŜŜƴǘǊŜŜ Dƻŀƭ {ŎƻǊŜǊ 

/I IŀƭŘŀƴŜ ±ƻȅŀƎŜ hŦ ¢ƘŜ 5ŀǿƴ ¢ǊŜŀŘŜǊ 

/I IŀǊōƻǳǊ Iƛƭƭ Lϥƭƭ .Ŝ ¢ƘŜǊŜ CƻǊ ¸ƻǳ 

/I YŜŜǇǎŀƪŜϥǎ 5Ǌ {ƳƻǳƭŘŜǊ .ǊŀǾŜǎǘƻƴŜ 

/I hϥaŀƴƴƛƻƴϥǎ CŜƛǎ 5ŀƴŎŜǊ Lƴ !ƴƻǘƘŜǊ [ŀƴŘ 

/I {ŀƳ Iƛƭƭ YƛƭƪŜǊǊƛƴ !ƴŀƳ /ŀǊŀ 

/I {ǘŀǊ {ŀȅ ¸ƻǳ {ŀȅ aŜ 

/I {ǘŀǊ ²ŀƭƪƛƴϥ !ƭƭ hǾŜǊ ¸ƻǳ 

/I ¢ƛƳōŜǊƭŀƴŜϥǎ .ŀŘ wŜǇǳǘŀǝƻƴ 

/I /ƻǾŜƴǘǊȅ CŀǊƳϥǎ !ƛƴϥǘ {ƘŜ {ǿŜŜǘ 

/I YŜŜōƭŜǊϥǎ Cƛƴƴ aŀŎŎƻƻƭ 

/I [ǳǘǊŀϥǎ ¢ƘŜ ±ƛƪƛƴƎ 

D/I /I .ƭǳŜƎǊŀǎǎ ²ƘŜŀǘŜƴϥǎ Yȅ 5ŜǊōȅ Wƻȅ 

D/I /I aƻȄȄȅϥǎ WƻȅŦǳƭ !ƴŘ ¢ǊƛǳƳǇƘŀƴǘ 

D/I /I ¢ƻǳŎƘǎǘƻƴŜ {ǇŜŀƪŜŀǎȅ 

D/I /I /ƭƻǾŜǊϥǎ Yƛǎǎ CǊƻƳ ! wƻǎŜ 

D/I /I DǊŜŜƴǘǊŜŜ DƻƭŘ 5ŀȊȊƭŜ /D/ 

D/I /I IŀƭŘŀƴŜ wŀǎǇōŜǊǊȅ 

D/I /I YŜŜǇǎŀƪŜϥǎ ¢ƛŎƪƭŜŘ tƛƴƪ 

D/I /I {ǘŀǊ {ŀȅ IŜȅ /! C/!¢о 

D/I /I ²ƘŜŀǘŜƴ [ŀƴŜϥǎ {ǘŀǊ {ƘƛƴŜ 

D/I. /I CǊƻƭƛŎϥǎ LƴǘǊƛƴǎƛŎ 

D/I. /I IŀƭŘŀƴŜ tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘ hŦ hǿƭǎ 

D/I. /I ±ŀƴōŜŀǊŘǎ hƛƭƛōƘŜŀǊ {ǘŀǊƭƛƎƘǘ Lƴ aȅ Lϥ{ 5/!¢ ¢Yb 

D/I. /I ²ŜǎǘǿƘƛƴŘ ²ƘŜƴ 5ǊŜŀƳǎ /ƻƳŜ ¢ǊǳŜ 

D/I. /I CǊƻƭƛŎϥǎ LƴǘǊƛƴǎƛŎ 

D/I{ /I YŜŜǇǎŀƪŜϥǎ CŀǎƘƛƻƴ LŎƻƴ 

 

5L5 ¸h¦ Ybh²Κ 

άLƴǘŜǊŀŎǝƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŘƻƎǎ Ŏŀƴ ōƻƻǎǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǝƻƴ ƻŦ ϥƘŀǇǇȅ ƘƻǊƳƻƴŜǎϥ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ƻȄȅǘƻŎƛƴΣ ǎŜǊƻǘƻƴƛƴ 
ŀƴŘ ŘƻǇŀƳƛƴŜΣϦ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ IŜŀǊǘ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴΦ Ϧ¢Ƙƛǎ Ŏŀƴ ƭŜŀŘ ǘƻ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ǿŜƭƭ-
ōŜƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇ ƭƻǿŜǊ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜǎǎ ƘƻǊƳƻƴŜ ŎƻǊǝǎƻƭΦ !ƴŘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ŘƻƎ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜƭǇ ƭƻǿŜǊ ōƭƻƻŘ 
ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƻƭŜǎǘŜǊƻƭΣ ŜŀǎŜ ŘŜǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ŬǘƴŜǎǎΦ 
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The Wheaten world has lost Caroline Goldberg of Lissadell  Wheatens.  

She  was a founding member of the Desert Empire Terrier Club, and 

long - time member of SCWTCA. Caroline got her first SCWT in 1978 and 

whelped her last litter in 2011.  She had many well known champions   

in -between these dates.  

My first female Wheaten, Stella, was from Caroline. She and Carolineõs 

dogs set my foundation of Wheatens. When Stella was bred, we were on 

whelp watch one night, thinking she was close. When nothing seemed to be happening, Caroline 

drove back across LA. As soon as she got home, Stella decided it was her time. Caroline raced 

back across LA to Irvine to whelp the litter with my help. It wasnõt me whelping the litter with 

Carolineõs help, it was Caroline whelping the litter with my inexperienced help. And that was 

Caroline. She was my second grooming instructor. She refined my grooming skills. Caroline and 

I used to each groom 1 side of a dog while the other groomed the other side. My favorite 

memory is Caroline saying we groomed so much alike she could not tell which one of us did 

which side. And that was Caroline. She was always willing to help others with grooming or 

medical issues. Had she been born in a later era, she would have been a knowledgeable vet. As 

it was, she was a knowledgeable resource for anyone needing help. I am forever grateful for her 

tutorship and friendship.  

            Jana Carraway  
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BELLA  

RAELYN DANCING THROUGH LIFE                                                       

DOB: 1/30/2010                                                                                         

CH KILDIMO'S BOYS OF BLUE HILL  X CH RAELYN LASTING IMPRESSION 

BREEDER: LYNN CONE                                                                     

OWNER: LISA SMITH RICHMOND  

 

I have always loved Wheatens.  I called  a few breeders, but 

because I was single they were reluctant to sell me one. I 

called Lynn Cone, she asked me how I was going to manage 

a puppy. I told her I had a dog walker that would come in 

several times a day, and I had plans to install a fence. She 

said, why not come to the shows in South Carolina and meet 

her. 

Fast forward, I did get my Bella, and she is the sweetest, 

funniest little girl. She loves her people, especially her First 

Mama Lynn. She gets excited if I mention her name or when 

she comes to visit. I learned how to groom her myself. She 

even had a short show career, but it turned out she was too 

small. Bella is my heart and love. And Lynn is one of my 

good friends. 

This boy is my heart.  He goes everywhere 

with me. I was there with him when he was 

born. I showed him, we have traveled all 

over. Crosby has never met a stranger. He's 

my companion when I dog sit. He's a happy 

boy, slowing down some, but always up for 

a car ride. He's very precious to me.  

CROSBY  

CH RAELYN SAYS THE OSCAR GOES TO                                                        

DOB: 3/1/2011                                                                                               

CH MICHAELEEN'S STAR BY DEGAS X GCH RAELYN MIDNIGHT SURPRIZE  

BREEDER: LYNN CONE                                                                                    

OWNER: LISA SMITH RICHMOND  
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5L5 ¸h¦ Ybh²Κ 

RHODES  

RBIS AM CH/CAN GCH TYRONEõS REVOLUTIONARY ROAD 

DOB: 12/5/2010                                                                                                               

CAN/AM CH MODNY STYLE GREAT EXPECTATIONS X BISS CAN CH CARAWAY SHOW ME THE MONET 

BREEDERS: LANA CAMPBELL, JOHN SLACK & BETH VERNER 

OWNER: LISA SMITH RICHMOND  

Rhodes was our pick puppy from the first litter Jack and I bred with our beautiful 

Monet that we imported from Beth Verner and Betty Chapman of Caraway 

Wheatens.  Rhodes was a wonderful show dog and finished quickly in Canada and 

became the first Wheaten to achieve his Grand Champion when that program was 

introduced by the CKC. From 2012 to 2015 he was ranked in the top 5 Wheatens 

nationally and finished his Canadian show career with a Reserve Best in Show, and a 

total of 33 group placements.  While he never won a national championship Rhodes 

placed as Best Canadian Bred in National Specialty, Select Dog and Award of Merit in 

various years.  Rhodes came back as a Veteran at the Alberta Kennel Club Summer 

Classic in 2019 and was awarded Best Veteran in the Terrier Group at the All Terrier 

Club of Alberta Specialty and both Friday and Saturday in the All Breed Show. 

In the US all Rhodesõ wins were at major Specialties.  He was Reserve Winners Dog at Hatboro as a puppy under 

Lydia Coleman Hutchinson, who commented, òYou are going to have a lot of fun with him!ó  He was BOW at 

Devon in 2014 for his first major and that year was also honored with the David R. Lincicome Memorial Trophy 

for winning the Bred By Exhibitor Dog class at Montgomery and the coveted Brenmoor Bred-By Challenge Award 

for the most points accumulated from the Bred By Exhibitor class over the Montgomery weekend.  He finished his 

American Championship at the Great Western shows in Long Beach California under Wheaten Breeder judge 

Christine Erickson. 

Rhodes now lives a life of leisure as King of the Couch at my daughterõs home in Calgary.  He loves his off-leash 

walks and best of all, a car ride!  That is his happy place!! DNA testing carried out back in 2012 revealed that 

Rhodes carries 2 markers for PLN but donõt tell him that.  He is in excellent health and has continued to have 

completely normal results from his annual testing.  Long Live the King! 

 

¸ƻǳǊ ŘƻƎ ƛǎ ŀǎ ǎƳŀǊǘ ŀǎ ŀ ǘǿƻ-ȅŜŀǊ-ƻƭŘ ŎƘƛƭŘΦ 

.ŀŎƪ ƛƴ нллфΣ ǇŜǊ /bbΣ ǇǎȅŎƘƻƭƻƎƛǎǘǎ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻƎǎ ŀǊŜ ŎŀǇŀōƭŜ ƻŦ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ 
ƻŦ ǿƻǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘǎ ŀǎ ŀ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǘƻŘŘƭŜǊτǎǇŜŎƛŬŎŀƭƭȅΣ ŀ ǘǿƻ-ȅŜŀǊ-ƻƭŘ ŎƘƛƭŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ŘƻƎ Ŏŀƴ 
ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ŀōƻǳǘ мср ǿƻǊŘǎΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƳŀǊǘŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƳŀǊǘ Ŏŀƴ Ǝƻ ǳǇ ǘƻ нрлΦ ¢Ƙŀǘϥǎ ŀ ŎƭŜǾŜǊ 
ŎŀƴƛƴŜΗ 
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Tattle and Glory were littermates from my first litter (seven puppies). Both are U.S. and Canadian champions, and 

both lived in my house while being shown and bred. Tattle had two litters, and Glory had one. These girls were so 

important to the establishment of my breeding program.  

Charlotte Froon (Bodasca) and Nadja Drinjakovic (Dogsides) entrusted me with their mother, Rushka, who they 

shipped to me from the Netherlands. I finished Rushka's championship in the U.S. and Canada, then bred her to my 

boy Mack. 

Tattle went on to live with the Simon family in Seattle who co -own her grandson, Smahty, with me, and spent a 

few years living in New York City while one of the daughters (Samantha) was in college. She was a frequent flyer to 

and from Seattle. She loved to chase the squirrels on her walks, snuggling in bed, and belly rubs. 

Glory went on to live with the Dillon family in Seattle, who also own another Wheaten from me. Glory spent her 

retirement chasing away the deer, wading in the river, and hunting voles and mice at the family farm. Glory was 

loyal, sweet and stubborn. Her family misses her terribly, but is grateful for every day they had with her. 

Both of these girls lived long and happy lives, over age 16, were so loved by their people, and by me. 

 

TATTLE 

AM CAN CH MACKANME T ALE OF BODASCA                                  

1/1/08 ð 2/11/24 

 

GLORY 

AM CAN CH MACKANME T RIBUTE TO BODASCA 

1/1/08 ð 1/15/24 

AM CAN CH GLENAMON G LEANGAY HE'S KEY 2ME  X  

AM CAN LUX GER-VDH/KFT CH DOGSIDE'S LOVE 

POTION FOR BODASCA  

BREEDER: JERI VOYLES, MACKANME WHEATENS 
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SHOW 

  

 JUDGE 

SPACE COAST KC OF PALM BAY 

12/12/23 

 MRS. ROSALIND KRAMER  

BREVARD KENNEL CLUB                         

12/13/23 

DR. VALERIA RICKARD  

CENTRAL FLORIDA KC                                    

12/14/23 

MS. JAN N. PAULK  

BOB KEEBLER'S FINN MACCOOL GCHB KEEPSAKE'S FASHION ICON GCHB KEEPSAKE'S FASHION ICON 

BOW KEEBLER'S FINN MACCOOL ADAKO I YAM THE ONE  ORION TREBOL NEVERMIND  

BOS CAMERON GLORIOUS GAME  GCH KEEPSAKE'S NO JACKET REQUIRED  GCH KEEPSAKE'S NO JACKET REQUIRED  

SD GCH KEEPSAKE'S NO JACKET 

REQUIRED  

GCH VANBEARD'S OILIBHEAR STARLIGHT IN 

MY I'S TKN DCAT  

GCH FROLIC'S INTRINSIC  

SB CH DOUBLOON'S EXTREME 

SPEED 

CH DOUBLOON'S EXTREME SPEED  GCH STRATFORD NO WORDS CAN EXPRESS IT  

WD KEEBLER'S FINN MACCOOL LUTRA'S THE VIKING  KEEBLER'S FINN MACCOOL  

RWD LUTRA'S THE VIKING  KEEBLER'S FINN MACCOOL  HOOLIGAN MICKEY FINN  

WB CAMERON GLORIOUS GAME  ADAKO I YAM THE ONE  ORION TREBOL NEVERMIND  

RWB FROLIC'S RUMBLE DOLL ORION TREBOL NEVERMIND TIMBERLANEôS BLONDE BOMBSHELL  

BOB/OH CAMERON GLORIOUS GAME   ORION TREBOL NEVERMIND  

Held in Orlando, Florida, it is the only all -breed dog show organized and presented directly by the American 

Kennel Club, the nationõs oldest and only not-for-profit purebred dog registry. It runs multiple national events 

under the same roof. In conjunction with the AKC National Championship presented by Royal Canin, AKC Agility 

Invitational,  AKC Obedience Classic, AKC National Owner -Handled Series Finals, AKC Fast CAT 

Invitational  and the AKC Royal Canin National All-Breed Puppy and Junior Stakes are also held. 

It offers sizable scholarship awards for its Junior Showmanship winners and requires a specific grade point average 

as part of the eligibility criteria.  

WEEK AT A GLANCE 

Best of Breed:  GCHB KEEPSAKE'S FASHION ICON   

Best of Winners:  ORION TRÉBOL NEVERMIND  

Best Opposite Sex:  GCH KEEPSAKE'S NO JACKET REQUIRED  

Select Dog:  GCH CH FROLIC'S INTRINSIC  

Select Bitch:  TIMBERLANE'S BAD REPUTATION 

AOEs:                                                                                                                                                                   

GCH STRATFORD NO WORDS CAN EXPRESS IT                                                                                 

GCHB DOUBLOON'S EXTREME SPEED                                                                                            

Winners Dog:  KEEBLER'S FINN MACCOOL 

Res Winners Dog:  HOOLIGAN MICKEY FINN  

Winners Bitch:  ORION TRÉBOL NEVERMIND  

Res Winners Bitch:  FROLIC'S RUMBLE DOLL  

Best Bred By Exhibitor:  GCHB KEEPSAKE'S FASHION ICON 

Best Owner Handler:  GCHB VANBEARDõS OILIBHEAR STARLIGHT IN MY I'S DCAT  

BEST PUPPY:  ORION TRÉBOL NEVERMIND 
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Hi all!   

Miss Jessie Mae here (aka 

Stratford Splendid Outcast) 

reporting from the 2023 AKC 

Agility Invitational in 

Orlando.  It was my first time 

to attend and my mom & I 

were lucky to have Mary 

Whiting & Rory and Cindy 

Jansen & Dew to guide us.  

We also got to meet Suzanne 

Stone & Gander (their first time as well).   

To say that this event is special and amazing is really an 

understatement!  The building itself is remarkable; 

housing over 45 conformation rings, 3 ôavenuesõ of 

vendor displays (all the moms shopped...surprise, 

surprise!), multiple food courts, dock diving, multiple 

obedience rings, as well as 3 gorgeous rings for agility.  

That is not even taking into consideration all the floor 

space for kennels, grooming, seating, and AKC needs.  

It was kind of overwhelming at first because it was big 

and noisy, but once we settled in our area and saw the 

rings where we were going to be it was exciting and we 

all were anxious to run!  Everyone really liked the 

surfaceéit was grippy for those turns and traction, yet 

very cushy for both dogs and handlers.  We were sure 

to thank the AKC reps on hand with lots of kudos and 

comments!  The courses were also fantabulous as my 

hooman likes to sayñjust enough challenges to make 

us think hard, but lots of room to run.  

The top 6 dogs of each breed receive an invitation 

based on their points for the period of July 1, 2022 

through June 30, 2023.  The first 5 dogs are from the 

òregularó height (i.e. based on their measurements) and 

1 dog is from the òpreferredó height, which means they 

choose to jump one height lower, but are scored 

against the regular heights. Rory, Dew, and Gander all 

measure and compete at the 16ó height.  Me?  Well, I 

actually measure just barely into the requirement to 

jump 16ó, so Mom chose to have me jump 12ó for my 

entire career, so I am òpreferredó.   

 +Ĵ ZíĚÀ -úÀçÙġġ 
ʶʴʶʷ W- `ÀġíĆĀÀú MĀıíġÀġíĆĀÀúĚ 

The other top invitees were Janine Mroz & Darby, Kim 

OõNeill & Dani, and Lynn Denton & Pagne.  

Unfortunately those teams were unable to make the 

trip and we missed them. When that happens the AKC 

does something very special, they extend the invitation 

to the next dog in line, so Gander was able to come.  

Mom said we had a special angel this year because 

Miss Vida (Dina Melendez) was actually the #1 

preferred wheaten, but retired in July, so we were 

graced with the honor of representing the preferred 

height! 

Agility is really all about 

teamwork.  Itõs not how 

pretty you look or if a judge 

likes the way you move, but 

how you perform each course 

ôflying fastõ and still hitting the 

contact zones, all the while 

listening and trusting your hooman handler (mom) to 

follow the set course.  We have to trust them to give 

us the correct information of where we are going fast 

enough (think about your GPS in your caré.you donõt 

want to be told to turn right AFTER the intersection 

right?)  Our hoomans have to trust us to know we will 

follow their lead.  

Sometimes zoomies 

get the better of us, 

and sometimes we 

think we really 

know where to go 

next and it may not 

be right, but the real 

goal is to HAVE 

FUN and all of us 

did!  The best thing 

about agility is 

spending time 

together playing 

and cheering for 

each other.   

 

çíúíġĴ íĚ

ĖÙÀúúĴ Àúú

ÀÌĆĥġ

ġÙÀÿĲĆĖ÷ː 
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Interesting factoids:   

¶ 605 dogs total invited; only 136 had perfect scores of 400. 

¶ 113 dogs total in our class; only 26 had perfect scores of 400. 

The final ranking and scores of the Wheatens competing after 2 days/4 runs in 

the 16ó class: 

#1 Jessie Finished #22; 400 points, 163.356 total seconds *Breed  

             medallion winner  

#2 Rory Finished #36, 395 points, 133.570 total seconds   

#3 Dew Finished #78, 370 points, 165.782 total seconds   

#4 Gander Finished #105, 245 points, 164.889 total seconds 

I hope if you & your hooman havenõt tried agility (or rally, nosework, herding, 

fast cat, dockdiving or any of the other performance activities), we have 

inspired you to grab your hooman and try!  It is so much fun to use our instincts 

from our ancestors!   

Z ġĆ vˊ

zĥĸÀĀĀÙ ̪ GÀĀÓÙĖ

ZíĚÀ ̪ VÙĚĚíÙ

-íĀÓĴ ̪ 2ÙĲ

_ÀĖĴ ̪ vĆĖĴ 

PSñYou get massages and goodies and lots of cuddles too when you do 

agility!  Until next year ñkeep your nose to the wind, the bars up, and your 

hooman close by!  Love, Jessie  

There was 1 warm-up run and then 4 scored runs 

(combination of jumpers and standard type courses 

with contact equipment).  The goal is to have the 

fewest faultsñ5 points are deducted for each fault so 

400 points equals 4 perfect runsñ combined with the 

fastest time.  The top wheaten gets a very special 

medallion!  I was lucky enough to win, but 

unfortunately the medallion wasnõt available at the 

time of Invitationals.  The AKC staff were very kind and 

are going to be sending it very soon.  (Watch FB page 

cause my mom and I will share a pic as soon as itõs 

available on the Wheaten Agility Page). 

VÙĚĚíÙ 
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SCWTCA Endowment, Inc.SCWTCA Endowment, Inc.  

a 501(c)3 non-profit organization, donations are deductible for Federal Tax purposes 

 

 The SCWTCA Endowment Inc. wishes to thank its donors for supporting Wheaten 

health and research.  Through these donations we are able to fund the SCWT Health 

and Pedigree Database, fund our researchersõ Webinars in Interpreting Lab Test Results 

by Shelly Vaden, Katie Tolbert Phase 2 PLE Study, rebate the DNA testing program, 

development of the Paroxysmal Dyskinesia test at UPenn, offer Wheaten owners a 

Health and Research Newsletter, fund the Fecal API kits and commit funds for future 

PLE research at UPenn and NC State University. 
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.ȅ {ǘŜŦŀƴ ±ŀƴ wƻƳǇŀŜȅ _Ĵ ZíæÙ Ĳíġë 2ÙçÙĀÙĖÀġíıÙ _ĴÙúĆēÀġëĴ 

Hi, I'm Jasou, 

ôDaily Hugs 

Jasouõ to be 

precise, and my 

kennel name 

turned out to 

be an omen for 

my life: my 

humans gave 

me hugs every day, I just couldn't get enough of it. This 

is my story of living with Degenerative Myelopathy 

(DM).  

I was born in Belgium on February 12, 2010. 12 weeks 

later, my humans were allowed to pick me up. Like 

many Wheatens, as a young lad, I had some skin 

problems and occasional ear infections, but they 

disappeared once my owners discovered I was allergic 

to chicken and turkey. Since then, I've hardly been sick, 

except for the occasional upset tummy.  

In January 2022, just before turning 12, I had a senior 

check-up with my favorite vet, Celia. Everything looked 

good! She said I could easily live to be 15, maybe even 

16 or 17 years old, I was so healthy. Life was looking 

goodé 

However, in 

April 2022, the 

first clouds 

appeared; the 

toenails of my 

left hind leg 

started scraping 

against the 

pavement.  

Given my age 

and symptoms, Celia suspected arthritis and gave me an 

injection of Librela. Unfortunately, it didnõt help. As a 

next step, Celia suggested physiotherapy, which was 

quite a challenge; suddenly, I had to walk in a tub of 

water on a treadmill, and I wasn't much of a water dog. 

But I wouldn't be a terrier if I didn't throw myself into it  

with full enthusiasm! Sadly there was no improvement 

in the toe dragging. 

Next Celia suggested I should see a specialist. There, I 

had to do all sorts of weird tests with my paws. I 

didn't understand much, but the word 'ataxia' came 

up, a difficult word that apparently meant I was 

starting to lose control of my legs. A CT scan provided 

no explanation. To rule out a possible spinal injury, I 

received an 

epidural 

cortisone 

injection, but 

that didn't help 

either. The 

specialist's final 

diagnosis a 

week later was 

tough. I had Degenerative Myelopathy (DM). I would 

slowly but very surely become paralyzed, from back to 

front.  

The only ôgoodõ news was that DM on its own would 

not cause me any pain. 

My humans contacted my breeders, who were 

devastated as well. My mom and dad had not done 

genetic testing for DM because back in 2010, DM was 

not a topic in Wheatens. Apparently, I was the first out 

of a litter of 8 that developed the DM symptoms. 

(Later, we learned I had a brother who had similar 

issues, but he was not diagnosed with DM.) 

The specialist gave me only 6 to 8 months...but that 

was without counting on my humans! We consulted a 

holistic 

veterinarian, who 

advised me to eat 

as healthily as 

possible. I had 

been eating fresh 

food for years 

because  
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of my allergies. He also prescribed several supplements: 

turmeric, vitamins B3 and B12, vitamin D, glucosamine, 

lion's mane... Main goal: to keep me on my feet and to 

slow down the DM process as long as possible. And of 

course, I continued with the weekly hydrotherapy 

sessions complemented by regular laser acupuncture 

sessions that gave me an energy boost.  

I started wearing booties to protect my feet because my 

toenails were taking a beating. So, for a few more 

months, I could walk fairly normally. Luckily, in the 

snow and on the beach, I could go without those  

boots. 

Around October/November 2022, I started stumbling 

occasionally over my feet; my left hind leg was getting 

weaker and weaker. My humans bought me a harness 

so they could support me while walking and when I 

needed to go out.  

By January 2023, my right hind leg also started to 

weaken and walking now was only possible with the 

harness. Hydrotherapy became too difficult, and the 

physiotherapist switched to targeted laser therapy to 

keep my stamina up.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In April 2023, there was nothing else to do but to get 

me a trendy dog wheelchair from Walkinõ Pets (https://

www.walkinpets.com). That was a huge relief because 

now I could walk and sniff to my heart's content and 

visit my friends again. For a few months, my situation 

stayed relatively stable and in June we had a nice 

summer holiday in Italy.  

I was still managing in the house fairly well by myself, 

but that became more difficult in October. It became 

increasingly difficult to get up to drink, and my humans 

had to support my hindquarters so Iõd be able to eat 

upright.  

 By early November, it became increasingly difficult for  

me to move around 

on my own. Only 

walking with my 

wheels was still fun for 

me. As long as I could 

sniff. Terrier, you 

know. My humans 

were worried about 

my quality of life, and I understood. I preferred lying 

in my bed to going for walks, and whimpered when 

they weren't around and I felt helpless. My humans 

were finding it so difficult to decide whether to let me 

go... they knew I felt tired and helpless and they didn't 

want me to experience the next phase of DM, where I 

would start having trouble with my breathing and 

swallowing. We couldn't bear to think about it! We 

took a week's vacation, time just for each other, and 

that was so nice. The morning of November 28, 2023 

miraculously cleared up (it had been raining for several 

days). In the morning, I went for one final walk to my 

favorite spots in 

the neighborhood 

and said goodbye 

to my dog friends. 

In the afternoon, I 

was tired but 

satisfied. Celia 

came to my house 

late in the afternoon and gave me a sedative. In the 

arms of my humans, I gently fell asleep. The next 

morning, I sent them a rainbow to let them know I 

had arrived safely. 

All in all, my humans and I have beaten the odds by 

adding a full year on top of the specialist's prognosis, 

making it 19 months of living with DM, but especially 

with tons of care and love.  

Daily Hugs Jasou, 2/12/2010 ð 11/28/2023 
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Back when I started to òget involvedó in this sport of purebred dogs, both as an exhibitor and a breeder, the 

acknowledged path carved out from far before my time, by longtime, experienced and knowledgeable breeders, 

was to purchase the best bitch you could afford, and make that your beginning.  One of the top Pomeranian 

breeders in the world once explained it to me this wayéóI can sell you a high quality bitch for more money that 

will start you where I am now, or I can sell you a bitch with less quality, but you would have a minimum of 10 

years of breeding to do to actually get somewhereé.the choice is up to you!ó Hmm.  Definitely makes sense! 

Guiding the inexperienced breeders was the gift that those ôold timersõ often shared, and the attention, knowledge 

and sharing of bloodlines was how our breeds have survived.  Young breeders at that time appreciated and 

followed that knowledge.   Any information you were given was gospel. There was no Google, there werenõt as 

many òinstant expertsó as we now have, there were a few breeders who could form their experiences into book 

form, but nothing compared to sitting with the knowledgeable breeder icons and just listening to what they shared, 

and talked about.  

This is not about òthe old wayó vs òthe new way.ó At that time, you looked forward to getting experience and 

knowledge from anywhere.    

I believe the best way forward in any breed is to understand where the line you have chosen started, how it 

improved, has it improved, has it remained the same, or declined?  As I have mentioned over and over, a lot of the 

answers you may seek are in our yearbooks, and more recently found on the database. Sure, it is just a picture, but 

training your eye to look at photos and accurately assess the overall dog will help you immensely all through your 

dog breeding career.  It isnõt just the shape, clever haircuts can make a longer dog appear shorter in body, a haircut 

can add angles very easilyébut, measurements are generally pretty accurate.  Donõt just look at the hair, actually 

assess the dog. (This assessment with your critical eye also has to be done with the dogs in your home too) 

Where does that shoulder actually sit?  How is that tail actually set on? Where the dog naturally holds the tail tells 

you so much about the rear angles and butt behind, whether clever haircut, or actually butt!  Keep notes of what 

you think, so if you ever get to go over and see that dog in person you can confirm your initial thoughts.   If your 

initial assessment of the photo is different from what you got to see in person, make note of that information as 

well.   Knowledge and understanding the whole picture will always be what can move you forward.   

So with this analogy, youõve researched where to get your female, and if youõre extremely lucky, youõre able to 

buy a good foundation with your informed plan.   You can love your dog endlessly, but a keen breeder will always 

balance affection with the critical eye for breed detail. This is a must.  If you donõt correctly assess what your girlõs 

faults are, you canõt understand what to look for when it comes time to select who to breed her to.  

When you are searching for the ideal stud dog for your girl, first you need to acknowledge your bitchõs strengths 

and more importantly, her weaknesses, then, what you want to improve on, and search for the line/stud dog that 

compliments those issues.  There is no miracle dog that compliments every girlõs structure and pedigree, so donõt 

just go with the flavor of the month.   Rare is the stud dog in our breed who puts his ôstampõ on most of his 

offspring, who are products of outcross lines.  Breeding Wheatens is a delicate balance of outcrossing, generally 

following a line, trying to breed consistent quality, with health being an additional constant to consider.   This is not 

like most breeds who have a depth of diversity over many generations.   

Actual line breeding of breeds like Shetland Sheepdogs, Labradors, Dobermans, etc. is the norm, and they would 

select lineage and coefficients that we never could consider. That is a hurdle that is significant when trying to create 

a consistent breed type. 

.ȅ {ƘŀǊƛ wƻōƛƴǎƻƴ 
ġĆ ġëÙ E¦¢¦v8 + -W 
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ôUnderstanding the pedigree and the dogs in it provides you with the 

knowledge to see a youngster at 8 weeks, and understand how it will look at 

8 years.õ 

So with an understanding of your goal to produce a puppy better than its 

parents, take your critical assessment of your girl, and start the search for a 

line, and a male to compliment what you have. While the ability to do more 

artificial breedings is reducing our geographical challenges, shopping online is 

also a struggle when you perhaps canõt get your hands on the dog youõre 

interested in.  If at all possible, despite the convenience of just shipping 

semen, it will help you greatly if you go over a stud dog in person.   Then 

when you breed to him, and you have a litter, assessing the puppies with the 

memory of what both parents brought to the union is very helpful.   Before 

the time of FedEx delivering your breeding in a box, breeders travelled and 

during the days of the matings, breeders shared information.  They talked, 

learned, challenged and shared. If the stud dog had produced other puppies 

bred to similar bitches, the stud dog owner could explain what qualities he 

seemed to offer.  That discussion is more of a challenge though if neither 

breeder is hands-on with the potential mate.   Try to avoid complacency in 

just getting a litter, and just keeping a puppy to show and breed.  Accepting 

mediocrity wonõt move our overall breed quality forward, and if you want 

to aim high in producing beautiful, sound, healthy Wheatens, it takes 

work!   The feeling of seeing a puppy in your litter that you feel is a step 

forward, watching it grow, just as you expect based on your knowledge of 

its lineage, and having that promise grow up into something you are proud 

to present to the fancy is its own reward for the work you put in.  

Understanding how to make decisions about moving your breeding program 

further is not done by making excuses and ignoring what you donõt 

understand or donõt see.  Seek the knowledge from someone whose opinion 

you trust to be honest and not petty. And when someone who you feel has 

had a successful breeding program, and has knowledge theyõre willing to 

share, please pay close attention!  There could be ideas there that you will 

come back to throughout your breeding career. 

Those of us who are now the òold timersó are absolutely glad we listened to 

those who came before us.   

Gaining perspective and knowledge without asking a lot of questions is 

almost impossible.  But, with all honestly, if you spoke with 5 other breeders 

and asked them to explain a correct front, or rear, or correct angles, or 

correct tail placement or carriage, you would likely not get the same 

answers, and in listening to what is being offered as information, I fear for 

our direction more than ever.   I have mentioned previously that there was a 

time when we had a day of education over our national specialty weekend, 

and mourn its loss.  We have invested a lot of energy into addressing our 

health issues, with a significant effort leading to success.  Perhaps itõs time 

now to offer education on the basics of breed structure, correct movement, 

characteristics and anatomy, with discussion based litter assessment, and 

breeding stock assessment.  Something to consider. 

8 weeks 

16 weeks 

6 months 

3 years 

8 years 


