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55 years of grooming dogs, hauling dogs, packing crates and driving around the country has taught me so much. I 

can pack small places, get more into a van and can figure the best way to keep dogs safe and secure than ex-

Army. What I didnõt consider was the damage to my back. Thank God for excellent surgeons.  

I am extremely grateful for the 2023 and 2024 Board of Directors for helping me through this time. They did a 

wonderful job of handling MCKC and problem solving as they went. I am both grateful to them and proud of 

them. They are a strong unit working for a single cause, the Soft Coated Wheaten Terrier! 

The past speaks for itself: successful National Specialty, a new Calendar, Illustrated Standard reprint, and a 

wonderful brochure from the health committee. This year we will be concentrating on updating the Constitution 

and by-laws in order to bring them into compliance with accepted digital needs.   

We are looking at a new Hotel for the National Specialty, but the first really big excitement is the roving specialty 

being held in Kentucky by a new club, working hard to show SCWTCA a great time. They are led by long time 

Breeder and club member, Dana Barton. It will be a great time! 

Please know that your concerns are important to us. Let us know at board@SCWTCA.org 

(mailto:board@SCWTCA.org). 

Very best wishes for your Wheatens and your continued health, 

 

Emily 

_ÙÙġ ĴĆĥĖ ĀÙĲ +ĆÀĖÓ ÿÙÿÌÙĖĚ 

My name is Amy Havely and I am a retired elementary physical education teacher after 

having spent 25 years in Athens City School System, Athens Alabama. I retired and was 

also honored as teacher of the year in 2019. 

I was fortunate enough to be able to bring my Wheatens to school with me which led 

my principal to ask me to teach a weekly class on dog husbandry.  I included how to 

approach a dog, day to day care, living environment, activity, grooming and behavior.  

The children loved it!  Today, I work full time as a self -employed dog groomer from 

home. 

Dogs, Terriers in particular are my passion.  I have shown Wheatens in conformation 

since 2002 and have also owned Schnauzers, Wire Fox Terriers and a Lakeland Terrier, 

among other breeds.  I learned to groom the harsh coated dogs at the late great Ric 

Chashoudianõs kennel.   

I show under the kennel name Sam Hill Wheatens and my favorite part of breeding 

Wheatens is rearing a litter.  I love molding them into the best pup they can be before sending them to their 

forever home.  Teaching them new skills daily and watching them learn is awesome! In my down time, I love to 

cook and travel.  I have a refined interest in food.  

As a new director to the board, I will serve the membership to the very best of my ability.  I encourage each of 

you to reach out and be a part of making this a united club devoted to the service of our breed. 

AMY HAVELY, DIRECTOR 
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I was not allowed to have a pet as a child because my mother was allergic.  But Iõm 

making up for lost time!  As soon as I got my own house with a fenced yard, I went to 

the shelter and got a terrier mix puppy.  Ramsey was a scottie-corgie mix with short 

legs and a wiry coat--and the smartest dog Iõve ever known.  But as an only dog he 

was lonely while I was at work, so shortly I began looking for a companion.  I found a 

newspaper ad for a terri-poo and was assured that the mother was a registered terrier 

and the father was a poodle; I assumed scottie (the only terrier breed I knew) and 

miniature poodle.  As it turned out, the terrier was an Airedale and the dad was a 

mixed breed of the Labrador persuasion.  So there I was with a couple of young 

energetic half-terriers, one of whom was quickly resembling a small horse, and no 

experience other than the fictional dog stories Iõd devoured as an adolescent!  Luckily I 

found obedience classes and a community with well-behaved dogs and a tolerance for my rowdy terriers.  My new 

friends were all training for competition toward AKC obedience titles, and when I learned that my mixed breed 

dogs would not be allowed to earn titles (well before AKC began allowing All -American dogs to compete) I began 

the search for a purebred dog.  A little research convinced me that an Airedale was a lot of dog and a lot of terrier 

for my first obedience dog, and the next smaller terriers were Irish, Kerry, and Wheaten.  When I began reading 

about Wheatens I realized they were similar in temperament to my mixed terriers, with a lot of the good qualities 

of terriers but fewer of the less desirable traits.  I began writing letters to Wheaten breeders all over the country. 

When I met the breeder closest to me (200 miles away) she told me òWheatens donõt do obedience. Get a 

Golden.ó  I spent the next year convincing her that I could do obedience with a Wheaten without breaking her 

spirit.  Kelsey came home in January 1986, and although her obedience career was not stellar (my fault, not hers) 

she earned American and Canadian Championships, American and Canadian Companion Dog titles, a Canine 

Good Citizen award, and as far as I know was the first Wheaten in North America to qualify at the Herding 

Capability Test.  In the process she produced two American Canadian Champions, three American Champions, and 

introduced me to the world of purebred dogs and the Wheaten community.  

Although Iõve been a SCWTCA member for some 30 years my professional and family obligations coupled with my 

remote location and limited internet access have prevented me from serving the club in any substantial capacity.  

The recent availability of Starlink and my retirement after 28 years in a leadership position with the Veterans 

Administration Medical Center have changed that and Iõm honored by the opportunity to serve on the board.  

Although our country is divided on almost every issue, we have our Wheatens in common and the shared goal of 

protecting and preserving the breed we love.  While we may have differing thoughts on how that is best 

accomplished there is no reason for our club to be divided.  I hope to promote inclusion and open respectful 

dialogue to move our club forward for the betterment of this breed, all Wheatens, and the people who love them.  

Iõm looking forward to serving the SCWTCA and invite comments and suggestions from any and all members.   

SHELLY SUMNER, DIRECTOR 

5ƻƎǎ ŘǊŜŀƳΧ 
 

bƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ Řƻ ŘƻƎǎ ŘǊŜŀƳ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǎƭŜŜǇΣ ǎŎƛŜƴǝǎǘǎ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘǊŜŀƳ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊƭȅ ǘƻ ǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇƭŀȅ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎ 
ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘŀȅΦ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ŘƻƎ ƛǎ ŘǊŜŀƳƛƴƎ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǘǿƛǘŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭŜƎǎ ƻǊ ōŀǊƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƭŜŜǇΦ 
!ŘŘƛǝƻƴŀƭƭȅΣ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŘƻƎǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŘǊŜŀƳǎ ǘƘŀƴ ōƛƎ ŘƻƎǎΦ 

5L5 ¸h¦ Ybh²Κ 
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PINCH  

GCH BURDIGAN BANNER FIVE FINGER DISCOUNT 

DOB: 8/30/2010  

BREEDER: JULIE & JOSH BURDICK                                                          

OWNER: PAM & JOHN MA NDEVILLE 

 

 

Pinch: òPam always says Iõm the Best Dog Ever. Of course, sheõs right.  

Iõm a GCH, have champion kids, grandkids and great grandkids. I 

took care of my first litter during Superstorm Sandy and had another 

puppy in the car as we arrived at the vetõs officeépiece of cake (hint, 

hint.) When my daughter Nola decided she wasnõt interested in her 

puppieséhey, she didnõt learn that from ME!...I took over. Iõve had 

some pretty cool virtual adventures, on my own and with my BFF, 

the late Henry the Lakeland. What do I get for this? Not enough, 

IMO. Sure, I now sleep on the bedédo you believe she pushes me over just because I lie crosswise in the middle?  

But we all know what I deserve: A LOT MORE TREATS.ó 

Pam: òPinch, youõre simply the best.ó 

BUSTER 

CH PITTERPATõS BUSTER BLUTH 

5/06/07 TO 10/31/23                                                                       

CH EUREKA ELEVATOR MAN X CH PITTERPATõS OLD GLORY   

BREEDER: SHERYL BEITCH 

Iõve been the proud owner of three of Sheryl Beitchõs beautiful Wheaten Terriers. 

Buster was our third Wheaten in 29 years, and he came to us as a two-year-old 

when Sheryl needed back surgery. I was honored that she trusted us to care for 

Buster during her rehab, but it didnõt take long for us to realize that we wanted to 

keep him. I checked in with Sheryl regularly to see how she was recovering, but I 

avoided the topic of returning Buster to her. After several months, I finally asked if 

we could keep him forever. For us, forever was 14 short years. Buster was playful, 

joyful, and sweet. He was a leaner. If he leaned on a stranger, it was a sign of 

acceptance and affection. He was strong and stoic and survived several injuries with 

courage and graceñnever willing to give up or give in. Even in his very old age, 

blind and deaf, he lovingly accepted our (non-Wheaten) grand-dog into the family, 

happily initiating raucous wrestling matches and generously sharing his favorite 

napping spots. He was handsome and protective and proud. I hope he is in heaven, 

running free, chasing squirrels and ducks, and feeling loved. We didnõt have him forever, but we will certainly miss 

him forever.  



 

Copyright©  SCWTCA, Inc. Dec 2023 - Volume 50, number 4                           7                        

_ĆĀġçĆÿÙĖĴːːː¢ëÙ Gf ¢ 
By Pam Mandeville 

Everyone talks about MCKC being so special and of 

course, I agree.  But on the drive home last night, trying 

to stay awake, I thought about how MCKC makes me 

feel. 

Iõm probably like the majority of MCKC exhibitorséI go 

in with high hopes and low expectations.  And at the 

usual dog show, if the low expectations come true, Iõm 

grumpy about it.  But not MCKC.  Why?  

In our breed, the great breeder owner handler Elena 

Landa brought the multi-BIS Mister back to MCKC, after 

missing last year.  I had been away from the ring and 

came back as he was on the ramp and thought òWowó.  

And òwowó again as he covered ground in the ringé

before going on to win our National Specialty.  Good 

decision, Elena Landa...of course the powdered sugar 

spray brought you luck!   

For the first 3 days of the weekend, Shari Robinson and 

Sydney Robinson had BOB and BOS with their 

littermates. Did they have similar expectations for our 

National?  I donõt knowébut I do know they had well-

deserved looks of pride on their faces when they went 

Selectébecause BOS from veterans over a large entry of 

specials bitches and an AOM went to the parents (who 

they also bred) of those littermates.  

RWB went to a young puppy co -bred by Betsy Geertson 

and Willie Rueda. Betsy and I both remember our first 

Wheatens we showed at roughly the same time and 

often at the same shows. I was happy to see their success 

with these pretty puppies. 

I got to know Dana Bryson -Benn when she was just 

starting on her own after apprenticing with The Green 

TeaméIõve loved seeing her success with Jolene and it 

was great seeing her get that RBIS. Even better knowing 

she's owned by John & Kathy Garahan. 

At least a hundred years ago, Margery Good took one 

of my dogs to get majors on him. I told her the story of 

his co-owners and that as a result, òMackó was pretty 

special to them so they were anxious about his going 

away.  She said òTell them we do this because we love 

the dogs.ó  A consummate professional, not interested in 

dramaéamong the best we have. How wonderful for 

her to win again with a dog she bred.  (And yes, all of  

you who b*tch and moan about òpro handlers 

winningóéthey are BREEDERS first. Grow up!) 

It was an utter delight to see my niece, Amy Tighe, finish 

her sweet Emma from the Glen of Imaal Bred By class 

and go on to look so terrific in the big Bred By ring. 

Amy and her husband Jerry Kindall have worked 

incredibly hard and enjoyed well -deserved success.  A 

year ago they moved east to be near family and have 

adapted to new dog challengeséand are succeeding still.  

Andéoh, Matthew!  When he was born, it was a rough 

time here.  My very good friend Kathleen McIndoe 

would send me puppy pictures often and tell me about 

the puppies to keep my spirits alive.  I really know 

nothing about puppy Lakelands but kept saying to her 

thatõs a nice boy, right?  Kathy is very cautious about 

getting excited about puppies and one day, I said to her 

òhe looks typey to me, more so than òXó or òYó.  Am I 

right?ó  And she said yes.  She debated names with meé

sheõd kept so many males over the years sheõd run out 

of boy names.  I looked at his face and somehow 

òMatthewó jumped into my head. A little back and forth 

and Matthew it was.  She has generously tolerated my 

calling him òMy Matthewó and tagged me in every one 

of his win photos.  We were standing side by side at the 

breed ring on Sunday chattering about something 

irrelevant when he was pulled out and Kathy said 

òOMG, I think he just wonó and we hugged and 

hugged! 

Letõs not forget the friends we have madeéthe ones we 

see every weekend and the ones we see once a year. 

(Tamales!... I'm looking at you!) The ones weõve known 

forever and the ones we have just met. And the ones 

there only in memory.  Itõs the gathering of the clans in 

so many ways. 

Now Iõm not necessarily someone who is particularly 

generous of spirit but all of these things, happening at 

this awesome showéand while I think òawesomeó is 

sooooo overused, I have to use it about MCKCéitõs 

hard to be anything but glad to have gotten up early, 

lost, and gotten cold just to have been at MCKC.   

It is the greatest show we have. Being there should make 

anyone happy. 
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Andover Trophy III  

The Best of Breed winner at the SCWTCA National Specialty that is held every 

October in conjunction with the Montgomery County KC show. 

GCHB Whindancer Comes And Goes In Waves 

Owned by Susan Ratliffe, Abby Kochan & Art Miller 

Amaden Best of Opposite Sex Trophy  

The Best of Opposite Sex winner at the SCWTCA National Specialty that is held 

every October in conjunction with the Montgomery County KC show. 

GCHB Keepsake Boreal Victorious 

Owned by Shari & Sydney Robinson 

Everett Keller òBallyhooó Memorial Trophy  

The breeder of Winnerôs Bitch at the SCWTCA National Specialty that is held 

every October in conjunction with the Montgomery County KC show. 

Denise Daniel 

Breeder of Star Eye Candy  

Bryan E. McNamara Memorial Trophy  

The owner of the Wheaten bitch that wins Bred by Exhibitor Bitch at the 

SCWTCA National Specialty that is held every October in conjunction with the 

Montgomery County KC show. 

Denise Daniel 

Breeder of Star Eye Candy 

Best Bred-By Exhibitor Dog  

The owner of the Wheaten dog that wins the Bred by Exhibitor Dog class at the 

SCWTCA National Specialty that is held every October in conjunction with the 

Montgomery County KC show. 

Brittany Phelps 

Breeder of Adako I Apologize for Absolutely Nothing 

Maureen Holmes Memorial Award  

The breeder of the Best Puppy in Sweepstakes at the SCWTCA National 

Specialty that is held every October in conjunction with the Montgomery County 

KC show. 

Carolyn Garrett 

Breeder of Bryr Rose For Peteôs Sake! 

Best in Show Breeder Award  

Any Wheaten who wins Best in Show at any AKC show, other than a SCWTCA 

specialty. 

GCHP Doubloon's Extreme Gamer BCAT 

6/3/22 St Loiuis Specialty, Judge Mrs Patti Widick Neale                                         

3/13/22 Heart of America Kennel Club, Judge Vandra Huber 

Owned by Elena Landa 

Reserve Best in Show Award  

Any Wheaten who wins Reserve Best in Show at any AKC show, other than 

SCWTCA specialty. 

CH Exeter's Notorious Encore CA CGC TKN 

7/17/2022, Duluth Kennel Club, Judge Mrs. Shelley Hennessy 

Owned by Cyndi Stokvis & Julia Callaghan 

Best in Specialty Show Breeder Award (National)  

The breeder who wins Best of Breed at the SCWTCA National Specialty that is 

held every October in conjunction with the Montgomery Kennel Club show. 

Susan Ratliffe, Abby Kochan & Art Miller 

Brenmoor Bred-By Exhibitor Challenge Award (National)  

The breeder or breeders of the Wheaten that accumulates the most points from 

the Bred by Exhibitor class over the National Specialty weekend. 

Susan Ratliffe 

Abbyôs Postage Dhu OôWaterford ñCaseyò Award  

The Wheaten that has defeated the most Wheatens by winning Best of Breed 

during the show calendar year.  

 

GCHP Adako Mickey Mouse Clubhouse 

Owned by Sonya Urquhart, R. Pickett, B. Phelps, M. Pickett 

ʶʴʶʷ z-µ¢- ĲÀĖÓ vÙÎĆçĀíġíĆĀ 

ʶʴʶʷ 
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ROMs  

Awarded to Top Producing Wheatens: Sires must produce fifteen (15) champions 

of record. Dams must produce eight (8) champions of record.  

GCHB Rosheen Sufferinõ Succotash,  Lisa Lopez 

CH Briarlyn Star Hunterõs Quest,  Denise Daniel 

CH Bryr Rose Nouvelle Vague,  Jean Pedersen Ferris 

GCHB Sundanceõs Lucky Rover,  Kerrie Rousey 

GCH Marqueeõs It Ain't No Trick,  Sonya Urquhart, Brittany Phelps 

CH Doubloons Master of illusion,  Elena Landa   

Junior Showmanship Award  

Awarded to the Junior Handler who has defeated the most Junior Handlers by 

class placements, Reserve Best Junior, or Best Junior during the year. 

Jorja Clark  

Christian Rose 

Obedience Dog of the Year  

The Wheaten with the highest average Obedience score at AKC shows, during 

the show calendar year, with a minimum of three qualifying scores that are 

averaged. 

RACH Lil'Town Cianan Irish Flirt Of Ardnacassa PUDX, CD, GO, BN, 

RM3, RAE2, CGC, TKP, SCA                                                                   

Owned by Michelle O'Neill, Carol Shaltz 

High in Trial Award 

Any Wheaten who wins High in Trial at any AKC or all breed or group show or 

Obedience trial, other than a SCWTCA specialty. 

Exeter's It All Happens For A Reason BCAT SWE SINE RATS TKN 

Owned by Cyndi Stokvis 

RACH Lil'Town Cianan Irish Flirt Of Ardnacassa PUDX, CD, GO, BN, 

RM3, RAE2, CGC, TKP, SCA                                                                   

Owned by Michelle O'Neill, Carol Shaltz 

CH Dromaraõs Oh So Brave of Derrylin CD BN RA BCAT CGC TKN 

Owned by Anne Sizemore  

Agility Dog of the Year (Masters)  

The Wheaten with the highest MASTER Agility points at AKC shows, who is 

owned or co-owned by a SCWTCA member. 

AGCH2 MACH 17 Red Rory King Of The Links MXS5 PDC MJB6 PJC 

MFS2 TQX T2B10 DCAT THD CGCA TKP                                                

Owned by Mary Whiting 

Agility Dog of the Year (Preferred)  

The Wheaten with the highest PREFERRED Agility points at AKC shows, who is 

owned or co-owned by a SCWTCA member. 

MACH PACH2 Dunfrae's Live In The Moment MXB MJB MSP5 MXPS 

MJP6 MJPS PAX 2 NF OFP SWA SCE SBE RATO CGC TKP                   

Owned by Dina Melendez 

Harry Blair Award  

The Wheaten owned or co-owned by a SCWTCA member in good standing who 

earns an AKC Tracking Dog (TD)  title in preceding year. 

US GCH Orion Trebol Break Through CD BN TD NAJ CGC TKI          

Owned by Betsy Geertson, Guillermo Rueda 

Ida Sawtelle Mallory Versatility Dog Standard Award (VX)  

Any Wheaten who has achieved advanced titles in two different competition 

areas, including Conformation, Obedience, Agility, Tracking, or Herding. 

Whindancer's Mockingbird Paws CDX MX MXJ MXP2 MJP2 MJPB ACT1 

RATCHX CHC TKP                                                                                     

Owned by Patricia Wiltse 

Ida Sawtelle Mallory Versatility Dog Excellent Award (VX)  

Any Wheaten who has achieved advanced titles in two different competition 

areas, including Conformation, Obedience, Agility, Tracking, or Herding. 

US GCH Orion Trebol Break Through CD BN TD NAJ CGC TKI                     

Owned by Betsy Geertson, Guillermo Rueda 

Working Wheaten Standard Award  (WW)  

Any Wheaten owned by a SCWTCA member that achieves advanced titles in 

different competition areas including Barn Hunt, Dock Diving, Flyball, Nose Work, 

Rally or Therapy. 

Sam Hill's Left Turn At Albuquerque BCAT RATO                                  

Owned by Mary K Glover, Amy L Havely, Vicki Noah 

Working Wheaten Advanced Award  (WWA)  

Any Wheaten owned by a SCWTCA member that achieves advanced titles in two 

different competition areas including Barn Hunt, Dock Diving, Flyball, Nose Work, 

Rally or Therapy. 

Kaler's Roxie The Dame With Moxie RA SWA SCW SBE RATO TKA 

Owned by Cheryl E Mitchell 
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 Distinguished Service Award  

Presented to a member in good standing with the AKC and with SCWTCA for a minimum of 5 years, who has shown 

selfless devotion to our breed and to our Club. This is not necessarily an annual award. It is reserved for an outstanding 

individual who, over the years, has consistently demonstrated exceptional commitment to SCWTCA by supporting the 

mission of the Club with enduring dedication and extraordinary contributions to the Club and to Soft Coated Wheaten 

Terriers while exhibiting good sportsmanship, good will, and consideration of others. 

 Bob and Pam Tinnelly 

Susan McGee 

 AKC Outstanding Sportsmanship Award 

Awarded to a member in good standing with the AKC and with SCWTCA. 

 A nominee should embody the AKC Code of Sportsmanship. And should reflect those qualities which perpetuate a 

positive image of SCWTCA and its membership, as well as the sport of purebred dogs. There is no limit on the number of 

times a member may receive this award.  

 Tom Neill 

Working Wheaten Advanced Award (WWA) (conôt) 

Any Wheaten owned by a SCWTCA member that achieves advanced titles in two 

different competition areas including Barn Hunt, Dock Diving, Flyball, Nose Work, 

Rally or Therapy. 

Exeter's It All Happens For A Reason SWN SWA SINE SEE SBE RATN 

RATO RATS TKN                                                                                               

Owned by Cyndi Stokvis 

Sam Hill's Food For Your Soul CAA BCAT SWE SCM SBM RATM CGC  

Owned by Mary K Glover 

Whindancer Mockingbird Paws CDX MX MXJ MXP MJP ACT1 RATCHX 

CGC TKP                                                                                                     

Owned by Patricia Wiltse 

US GCH Orion Trebol Breaking Bad VCD1 BN RI NAP NJP OFP SWN 

SCE SEE SIA RATO TKI                                                                          

Owned by Betsy Geertson, Guillermo Rueda 

MACH PACH2 Dunfrae's Live In The Moment MXB MJB MXP5 MXPS 

MJP6 MJPS PAX2 NF OFP SWN SBE SCA SIA RATN CGC TKP           

Owned by Dina Melendez 

Health Award Recipients  

Awarded to Soft Coated Wheaten Terriers that have met one or more of 4 specific 

levels of health testing requirements and have posted those results to the SCWT 

Health and Pedigree Database  

 

Congratulations to the dogs belonging to these owners who have completed 

all the documentation for the awards! 

Sheryl Beitch, Denise Bendelewski, KC Gottschalk, Pam Mandeville,      

Karen Miller, Mary Peltier, Susan Ratliffe, Katherine Roldan, Maggie Snow, 

Cynthia Stokvis, Lori Fernandez, Sandra Ross 

Wheaten Terrier Ambassador Award  

Presented to the Wheaten Terrier that has made a difference in its community. 

Preferably titled in one AKC performance event, the emphasis of this award is on 

diplomacy and community service through therapy work and/or exceptional 

fundraising activities for the greater good. An added bonus is the willingness to 

participate in new ventures including herding-instinct testing, or outdoor sports 

such as skijoring or kayaking; exhibiting a zest for life. 

GCH Moxxyõs Believe THDN CGCA CGCU TKN                                              

Owned by Nancee Bailey and Michelle Dean 

Rescue Family of the Year Award  

Awarded to the person or family who exhibits extraordinary care, dedication, and 

personal sacrifice in the performance of rescue efforts on behalf of the SCWTCA 

rescue. 

Beth Gross & "Gracie" 
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ʶʴʶʷ µëÙÀġÙĀ ¢ÙĖĖíÙĖ ÿÌÀĚĚÀÓĆĖ ĲÀĖÓ 

Owned by Nancee Bailey and Michelle Dean 

Bred by Dawn Sealy and Nancee Bailey, Moxxy 

Wheatens, Breeders of Merit   

Finn and his owner 

Michelle work in 

specific trauma 

treatment with workers 

from the NY Transit 

System who have been 

involved in devastating 

situations that have 

resulted in death or 

injury. Finn has an 

innate sense of connection to the people around 

him and can read and respond to their energy in a way 

that makes him the perfect therapy partner and 

companion. Finn also volunteers as a therapy dog at 

various nursing homes and events in South Florida 

where he provides comfort and support as needed- 

offering endless hugs, pets and kisses upon request. 

In addition, Finn has excelled in conformation, earning 

his championship with all majors during the Brooksville 

cluster in January. He earned Select Dog Award at the 

Gateway Terrier Association in St. Louis and became a 

Grand Champion this June. 

òFINNó GCH MOXXYõS BELIEVE THDN, CGCA, CGCU, TKN 

While you would 

never know it by 

his joie de vivre, 

Finn showed in 

May 2023 at 

Westminster just 

5 weeks after 

Michelle and he 

were attacked by 

a very large dog 

while out for a walk. Both suffered injuries that they 

have since recovered from. Thankfully, Finn is such a 

confident and steady dog that he has maintained his 

loving, even and happy personality. 

About the Award:  

The Wheaten Ambassador 

Award is presented to the 

Wheaten Terrier that has made 

a difference in its community. 

Preferably titled in one AKC 

performance event, the 

emphasis of the award is on 

diplomacy and community 

service through therapy work 

and/or exceptional fundraising activities for the greater 

good.  

The award is sponsored by Dorice and Mark Stancher in memory of their beloved 

therapy dog òDuffyó (Holweitõs Stancher CGC, CD, RE, CDX). 

5ƻƎǎ Ŏŀƴ ǎƳŜƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎǎΧ 
 

5ƻƎǎ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ǎƳŜƭƭ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ƘǳƳŀƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎΦ {ǘǳŘƛŜǎ ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ŘŜǘŜŎǘ 
ōƻǘƘ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ǎǘǊŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ŦŜŀǊ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ƘŀǇǇƛŜǊ ŜƳƻǝƻƴǎΦ .ǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜϥǎ ƴƻ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ 
ŘƻƎǎ ŀŎǘ ƳƻǊŜ ŀƎƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜƭȅ ǿƘŜƴ ƴŜŀǊ ŀ ŦŜŀǊŦǳƭ ƘǳƳŀƴΤ ƛƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǘŜƴŘ ǘƻ ƳƛǊǊƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ŜƳƻǝƻƴΦ 

5L5 ¸h¦ Ybh²Κ 
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sĖÙĚÙĖıÀġíĆĀˊ_Ĵ sÙĖĚēÙÎġíıÙ ĆĀ +ĆÓĴˋ +ÀúÀĀÎÙˋ zíĸÙ 

As we discussed previously... 

òThe Soft Coated Wheaten Terrier is a medium-sized, 

hardy, well balanced sporting terrier, square in outline.ó 

òThe breed requires moderation both in structure and 

presentation, and any exaggerations are to be 

shunned.ó 

òHe should present the overall appearance of an alert 

and happy animal, graceful, strong and well 

coordinated.ó 

These 3 lines are direct quotes from the AKC breed 

standard for the Soft Coated Wheaten Terrier. 

-Hardy 

-Well balanced sporting terrier 

-Square 

-Medium sized:                                                                     

 dogs 18ó- 19ó at the withers, 18 1/2ó ideal    

 bitches 17ó- 18ó at the withers, 17 1/2ó ideal 

Major fault - dogs/bitches under or over the above 

listed numbers. In our breed, we have a 1ó difference 

between the lowest and highest points, that is incredibly 

specific. Many breedõs height specifications are often 

listing a 2 to 5 inch range. Why is our breed so specific? 

The Irish Kennel Club height requirement is also 18-

19ó (bitches somewhat less), so our early North 

American breeders didnõt pick a number out of their 

hats. This is a moderate dog in height as well as build. It 

was always meant to be. What is the benefit to the 

early developers of the breed to have something 

moderate, hardy, square, well coordinated and 

balanced? Back then, working dogs were created to do 

specific jobs; given the type of work and the pitch of 

the land, this list of attributes make sense.  

Hardy-an obvious requirement for a sporting terrier and 

a general purpose farm dog.  They needed to go all day 

and keep up.  Hardy is robust, capable of enduring 

difficult conditions. Well that certainly fits the early 

breed history.  

By Shari Robinson 

The meaning of Balance is ôcondition in which different 

elements are equal or in the correct proportionsõ. 

I think of balance to mean not just in the dog standing, 

but also gaiting, jumping, and running. Every part 

working seamlessly to propel the dog in any direction 

it chooses to follow.   This balance would have aided 

the breed greatly in its original purpose. 

The Shetland Sheepdog AKC Breed Standard explains: 

òThe outline should be so symmetrical that no part 

appears out of proportion to the wholeó.  This sounds 

like a great definition of overall canine balance.   

How can I tell if my dog is balanced?  If we look 

through our club yearbooks, with our history 

consolidated on these pages, look at page after page, 

each dog one at a time; can you find ones you feel 

have balance? Or see ones who may lack balance? 

Personally for me, looking at many specimens helps me 

to get a better overall balanced outline in my mind.  

And finally square.  Well, square is easy!  Itõs square.  If 

it isnõt square, then itõs a rectangle, right? How do you 

measure if your dog is square? He should be equal 

length from withers to ground and chest to rump.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These items are what we call fundamentals or 

hallmarks.   When you add this above list to the 

qualifiers in our standard, the picture should become 

even more clear. 
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Letõs look at the section for ôneck, topline and body:õ 

 *neck-medium in length, clean, strong, not throaty, 

carried proudly, gradually widens, blending smoothly 

into the body. Back strong and level. Body compact, 

relatively short coupled. Chest is deep. Ribs are well 

sprung but without roundness. Tail is set on high. 

Okay, letõs break this downé neck-clean, carried 

proudly, blending, very straight forward. That line, 

ôgradually widensõ catches my attention, as it backs up 

my picture of robust, sturdy, not meant to be slight, 

(yes, even the girls, feminine doesnõt mean slight). 

Another qualifier for neck is strong, so again right in 

line with our fundamentals. Has the body and build to 

keep up all day, anything out of balance or proportion 

would create more work and strain on the body.  

Body compact, 

Chest is 

deep.  Does 

ôdeepõ mean not 

reaching the 

elbows?  Meeting 

the elbows, or 

below? It 

specifically 

mentions 

ôDeepõ!  Deep in relation to the body, the qualifiers of 

robust, sturdy, well coordinated brings that whole front 

end assembly together, fitting together with well sprung 

ribs.  

Well sprung ribs, not round, but not flat, or slab 

sided. Well sprung also fits into robust and hardy. 

Short coupled means that the coupling - which is the 

distance between the last rib and the beginning of the 

hindquarters - should be short.  Whether you are 

assessing puppies at 8 weeks, youth at 8 months, or 

adult dogs, that coupling should be significantly a short 

space. The length of the dog should not primarily 

come from the loin, but from the rib cage.  

Approximately 2/3 of the body length should be from 

the ribcage. 

When we 

consider all of 

these bits and 

pieces and put 

them all 

together, they 

should paint a 

specific picture 

of the desired 

body type of hardy, well balanced, robust, sporting.  

In my last article I recommended getting your hands 

on lots of different dogs.   The reason for that hopefully 

gives a better understanding of your own breeding 

stock.  Having lots of hands on experience of dogs 

within our breed can help us hone our assessment of 

what we have, and where we want to go.   Until next 

timeé. 
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Presented by: Susan Ratliffe, WHN Editor              

Chair Wheaten Health Education Committee 

WHEATEN HEALTH NEWS 

The purpose of the SCWTCA Health Awards Program is to promote the betterment of the breed through 

health testing. This is a SCWTCA Award recognizing soft coated wheaten terriers who have met one or more 

of 4 specific levels of health testing requirements and have posted those results into the SCWT Health 

Database. An Award Certificate will be presented at the SCWTCA Annual Meeting to the submitting Owner/

Co-Owner who is also a club member. Thereafter the dogõs registered name in all SCWTCA publications may 

include the highest Health Award title earned after the dogõs name and any AKC titles. 

This is a SCWTCA Award. The dogõs owner or co-owner must be a SCWTCA member. The title may be 

added to the end of the dogõs name following any AKC titles. The title may be used in SCWTCA 

publications. 

HA I : PLN Screened  ð The dogõs record in the Database includes photo, registered name, call name, birth 

date, spay or neuter status, and PLN variant gene test results. 

HA II : Breeding Stock ð Meets SCWTCA Required Health Testing. The dogõs record in the Database includes 

the elements for HAI plus the OFA Hip certificate, current CAER Eye Clearances* and PLN Variant Gene Test 

results. 

HA III : Breeding Stock ð Meets SCWTCA Required and Recommended Health Testing. The dogõs record in 

the Database includes the elements for HAII plus DM, Microphthalmia, PxD, and at least one AKC registered 

litter of puppies.  

HA IV:  Breeding Stock ð Meets SCWTCA Required, Recommended and Optional Health Testing. The dogõs 

record in the Database includes the elements for HAIII plus Elbow and/or Patella clearances and at least one 

AKC Registered litter of puppies. 

Owner/co -Owner can fill out an application on line on the SCWTCA website anytime before September 1, 

2024 to receive the Award. Dogs from the past are also encouraged to submit an application, even if the 

dogõs health information is already in the database. 

 

2023 Health Achievement Awards    

CLUB MEMBER  NUMER OF DOGS                     CLUB MEMBER    NUMBER OF DOGS                                    

      RECOGNIZED                  RECOGNIZED 

CYNTHIA  STOKVIS   5 

CYNTHIA STOKVIS &   1                                                                                                                                                                              

GWEN MEYER 

KC GOTTSCHALK   1   

KC GOTTSCHALK &  SUSAN RATLIFFE     1      

MARGARET SNOW   22   

PAM MANDEVILLE   6 

SANDRA ROSS    10    

    

HEALTH ACHIEVEMENT AWARD (A NEW PROGRAM 2023) 

SUSAN RATLIFFE  ̀  8 

SHERYL BEITCH    8  

MARY PELTIER   6  

MARY PELTIER &  PAM MANDEVILLE   2 

DENISE BENDELEWSKI  5  

KATHERINE ROLDAN  1  

KAREN MILLER   1 
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CANINE INFLUENZA (FLU) INFORMATION FOR DOG OWNERS KEY FACTS 

Signs of disease can be: Å Mild, e.g. cough, sneeze, ocular (eye) and 

nose discharge, fever, lack of appetite, occasional vomiting Å 

Progressive, i.e. begin as mild signs that rapidly worsen Å Severe, such as 

pneumonia complicated with bacterial infection. Disease can spread 

rapidly to other dogs, and outbreaks can occur. This is a particular 

concern for dogs in group settings 

(e.g. dog shows, boarding, doggie daycare, dog parks) that have 

increased dog-to-dog contact. Flu vaccines are available. These can 

lessen disease severity and reduce virus shedding. Some strains (types) 

of flu can be spread to and cause disease in other species including 

people. 

In North America, canine flu is most commonly caused by Influenza A 

(virus type) strains H3N8 and H3N2. Veterinarians most commonly 

diagnose infection with canine influenza virus (CIV) after the dogõs 

owner notes a sudden onset of cough, sneezing or acting sick (e.g. not 

eating, drinking, tired, trouble breathing). Canine flu may also be 

diagnosed after multiple dogs have a sudden onset of these signs after 

being together in a common area (i.e. outbreak). 

How is it spread? (Transmission & Infection risk) Canine influenza is transmitted (spread) through direct 

contact (dog-to-dog), inhalation (of cough droplets), and contact with articles contaminated with the virus 

(e.g. bedding, peopleõs hands). The virus can be shed to other dogs through oral (mouth), ocular (eye), 

nasal (nose) and fecal routes. Shedding of the influenza virus may occur prior to obvious signs of disease, 

making it difficult to stop transmission in large group canine settings.  Duration of viral shedding is 

estimated to be longer with H3N2 (21 days) H3N8 (7 -10 days).  (see Additional Resources, Canine 

Influenza Surveillance Network website, for up-to-date maps). Most outbreaks appear to be associated 

with specific housing environments with close dog-to-dog contact and increased stress (e.g. shelters, dog 

shows, veterinary hospitals, boarding facilities, dog daycares). 

How can I stop this from happening to my dog and other dogs? Vaccination with one of the available 

inactivated vaccines (H3N8, H3N2, both strains) may reduce development of illness, severity and 

shedding of virus. This can be especially helpful for higher risk dogs (e.g. canine group events, such as 

doggie daycares, boarding or dog shows). Outbreak Management Dogs suspected or known to have CIV 

should immediately be isolated (kept separated from other dogs) to prevent risk of infection to other 

dogs. As CIV is extremely contagious and dogs may begin to shed virus before they show signs of illness, 

immediate action by canine group event coordinators is critical (e.g. dog shows, boarding facilities, 

daycares). 

Created by: Michelle Evason, BSc DVM DACVIM (Small animal internal medicine) Jason Stull, VMD 

MPVM PhD DACVPM  

 This is a CHF/AKC publication www.akcchf.org 

 

Cough 

Sneeze 

Runny nose  

Fever 

Lack of appetite 

Lethargy  
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EARLY INTESTINAL DISEASE MARKER STUDY 

Katie Tolbert DVM DACVIM PhD  

Clinical Veterinarian 

North Carolina State College of 

Veterinary Medicine 

This study at North Carolina State University School of Veterinary Medicine  

hopes to identify dogs with PLE before there are Blood Work Changes.                                                

Intestinal lymphangiectasia is a common finding in healthy soft-coated wheaten terriers 

Soft-coated wheaten terriers (SCWTs) have a familial predisposition to the development of protein-losing 

enteropathy (PLE). SCWTs with PLE tend to be diagnosed in middle-age with clinical signs supportive of PLE, 

including diarrhea, vomiting, and weight -loss. Intestinal lymphangiectasia (IL) is thought to be the primary 

contributor to PLE in SCWTs. Evidence of IL may precede the development of biochemical changes or 

clinical signs. Based on previous work performed in Yorkshire Terriers, we hypothesized that IL and fecal 

fatty acid and sterol loss would be a more common finding in healthy SCWTs and PLE dogs compared to 

healthy non-SCWTs. In a prospective, IACUC-approved study, dietary history, physical examination, 

minimum database including complete blood count, serum biochemistry profile, and urinalysis, fecal testing 

including fecal sterols and fatty acids, serum concentrations of cPLI, cTLI, cobalamin, and folate, and video 

capsule endoscopy (VCE) were performed in 12 healthy SCWTs, 9 healthy, age- and weight-matched non-

SCWTs, and 8 dogs of various breeds with PLE (all samples collected after withholding food for a minimum 

of 16 hours). All healthy dogs had to be free of any chronic history of GI signs and have a normal blood 

work and a negative fecal flotation to be enrolled. The presence and severity of GI erosions, ulcerations, 

and IL as identified by VCE was presented as descriptive data. Following log transformation, fecal fatty acids 

and sterols were compared among groups using one-way ANOVA and post -hoc Fisherõs least significant 

difference test (adjusted p <0.05). Dietary fat fed was similar between healthy non-SCWT (median crude fat 

= 40 g/Mcal ME) and SCWT dogs (median crude fat = 41g/Mcal ME) whereas PLE dogs were fed a lower 

fat diet (33 g/Mcal ME). Gastrointestinal erosions or ulcerations were identified in 6 healthy dogs, 8 SCWTs, 

and 8 dogs with PLE. IL was more common in SCWT (n=8) and PLE dogs (n=8) compared to non-SCWT 

(n=1). There was a visual difference in clustering when evaluating fecal fatty acids and sterols, with all three 

groups clustering separately (Figure 1). Fecal sitostanol was significantly lower and nervonic acid significantly 

higher (p<0.001 for both) in PLE dogs and SCWT dogs compared to healthy controls. Fecal cholesterol, 

arachidonic, stearic, and vaccenic acids (p<0.01 for all) were significantly higher in PLE dogs compared to all 

groups. Gastrointestinal erosions are a relatively common finding in dogs, regardless of health status. 

However, clinically healthy SCWT dogs have 

changes such as IL and altered fecal fatty acids 

and sterols that mirror those observed in PLE 

dogs.  

For a complete overview of this study, go to 

the SCWTCA website and view the 6/28/22 

Webinar presented by Katie Tolbert DVM 

 

Sponsored By: 

SCWTCA, Inc & SCWTCA Endowment, Inc. 

CƛƎǳǊŜ мΦ t/! Ǉƭƻǘ ƻŦ ŦŜŎŀƭ ǎǘŜǊƻƭǎ ŀƴŘ ŦŜŎŀƭ Ŧŀǧȅ ŀŎƛŘǎ ƛƴ ƴƻƴ-{/²¢ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ 
ŘƻƎǎ όǊŜŘύΣ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ {/²¢ ŘƻƎǎ όƎǊŜŜƴύΣ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƎǎ ǿƛǘƘ t[9 όōƭǳŜύΦ 
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RENAL DYSPLASIA 

Renal Dysplasia (RD) is a developmental or genetic defect of the kidneys. It can be inherited or acquired.  

The genetic form can be found in many breeds.  There is no known cure and is potentially fatal for the dog.  

Dogs affected with juvenile renal dysplasia have kidneys that did not properly develop when the fetus grew 

in the uterus and so are born with the problem.  

Unhealthy or malformed nephrons in the kidney are replaced by 

fibrous tissue and microscopic cystic lesions in the renal cortex and 

decreased immature fetal glomeruli and cystic glomeruli. Eventually 

the kidney cannot do its job of cleansing the blood. 

Often there are no warning signs until almost 70% of the kidney is 

damaged.  Dogs with Renal Dysplasia need to drink and urinate 

frequently. They cannot concentrate their urine making it very 

diluted and pale in color.  The damage to the kidneys is present at 

birth.  It can be a young dog disease but not always.  Mean age is 1.3 

years. The mislabeling of juvenile renal dysplasia has led breeders to 

assume the disease does not exist in their lines.  Kidney failure from this birth defect can occur even in older 

dogs. Other presenting symptoms are vomiting or diarrhea, weight loss, poor appetite, lethargy, muscle 

weakness.  Secondary urinary tract infections can happen. 

Generally Proteinuria is not found or is very mild. Serum albumin, serum globulin, serum cholesterol can be 

normal.  This differs from a dog with Protein Losing Nephropathy or Protein Losing Enteropathy. SDMA, 

serum creatinine levels are elevated.  Often a puppy can be characterized as a quiet puppy, òpoor doersó, 

not good eaters, often do not thrive.  

Wheatens are known to be affected by RD especially in the early years of the breed. The disease is 

considered inherited, but no known mode of inheritance has been researched in Wheatens.  The mode of 

inheritance is thought to be complex. 

Some studies in other breeds feel there is incomplete penetrance, meaning not all dogs show signs of the 

disease, but are still affected and able to pass on the genes. In RD, penetrance is low and only a small 

percentage of dogs will be clinically affected. However all dogs that are diagnosed with JRD or RD or RF 

should be reported to the SCWT database.   

Advice for Breeders 

Dr. Meryl Littman DVM has stated, since we do not know the mode of inheritance of RD and since there 

are no predictive markers, it is difficult to guide breeders with breeding decisions.  Many people consider 

that first degree relatives of affected dogs are likely carrying at-risk genes and should be avoided in a 

breeding program (especially bred together).  First degree relatives are littermates, sire/dam and offspring.     

At the present time there is no DNA test available to identify carriers in Wheatens. 

Diagnosing RD 

In some cases, diagnosing the disease will require a professional in the area of renal disease.  

Dogs or puppies with elevated SDMA, elevated serum Creatinine, clinical findings of renal failure, usually 

without hypoalbuminemia, decreased urine specific gravity are suspect for RD or JRD. 

(picture from Wheaten Health Initiative) 
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Renal lesions associated with Juvenile Renal Dysplasia (eg, fetal glomeruli, fetal mesenchyme, often small 

kidneys on ultrasound or lack of normal architecture) help with diagnosis. 

A combination of blood (especially SDMA by IDEX adjusted to pediatric normals if dog is a puppy) plus 

serum creatinine and urine tests, (especially urine specific gravity) should be investigated. 

Necropsy results are definitive and better than a biopsy that can cause side effects.       

Lab values and kidney function can change over time.  Even if normal at a young age this may not 

necessarily mean the dog doesnõt have RD.  There also could be an environmental effect on kidneys.  A 

puppyõs kidneys continue to develop after birth. Dogs whose littermates were diagnosed with RD should 

be monitored closely for renal disease throughout their life. 

The progress of the disease doesnõt have a good prognosis.  Refer to www.iris-kidney.com for more 

detailed staging, therapeutic, and management guidelines 

For a complete review of RD and how it differs from PLN or PLE, listen to the excellent SCWTCA Webinar 

on the website, from Dr. Shelly Vaden DVM, òInterpreting Lab Results-Renal Dysplasiaó 9/19/23 

PLEASE ENTER RENAL DYSPLASIA PUPPIES AND DOGS ON THE SCWT DATABASE.                       

https://www.scwtdb.org/Database.aspx.  Further studies are needed in Wheatens and your information 

would be invaluable.  Currently new or suspected cases as well as older dogs that have been diagnosed in 

the past should be added.  We donõt want this disease to get out of control in our breed. 
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This was my first time at the Palmyra Cluster Agility, 

Obedience, Rally and Fast Cat all 

terrier trial.   The theme this year was 

medieval.  Those that participated 

were judged on there 

designs.  Wheatens came in 

third.   Next yearõs theme is 

Halloween.   Approximately 12 

wheatens were entered in either one, 

two, three or four categories.  I 

watched agility on Monday and must say wheatens held 

their own and really seemed to enjoy the courses.  I had 

my two wheatens entered in Obedience and Rally 

along with 3 other wheatens.  

By  Carol Shaltz 

Freddie earned his Rally Intermediate Title and 

Beginner Novice Titles with 

placements in both.  Katie had fun 

in Utility and I was very proud of 

her.  I didn't make it outside to see 

Fast Cat.  I do know everyone 

(dogs and handlers) had a lot of 

fun and enjoyed being with other 

wheaten owners that love 

performance activities.  Hopefully more wheatens will 

attend next yearõs performance activities and come 

help us build a scary and fun design. 


