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We are pleased to welcome Nancy Draper to the Board of SCWTCA, Inc. Nancy is no newcomer to serving on 

the Board and brings us both background and knowledge of policy and procedure. We are so happy that she is 

sharing her retirement time with us. We will certainly miss our Zoom meetings with Neilõs Great Danes and the 

Picard head popping on screen, such fun. 

2022 is over and while it was a good year for the Soft Coated Wheaten Terrier Club of America, our club faces 

the same issues facing the rest of the world. Costs are going up for everything we require to manage the club and 

its activities. Dues have remained the same for many years and itõs time for us to make some changes that improve 

our financials. Occasionally members ask what they receive for their dues and expect the answer to be tangibles 

they can see or touch. Listed below is in part, and I mean only part of what we all get for our dues. 

 

 

 

 

 

Add in printed Wavelengths for 66 members at 30.00 per person and we are paying members to belong to the 

club. Obviously that is bad business and, while we are a non-profit, we have to remain solvent. Thus dues for 

2024 will be raised to 45.00 for a single membership and 55.00 for dual.  

SCWTCA Policies and Procedures will be updated by October. The key word for 2023 will be òSIMPLIFY.ò 

Thank you Anna Marzolino and Robyn Alexander for bringing together a talented team to keep our website up 

to date and make it into a really workable site.  

The Board works very hard and we need your help. Please volunteer!  

Performance still needs a chair. That position is responsible for promoting performance and tracking wins that are 

used for year end awards. We have some very active performance participants and really need someone to 

volunteer for this important position. The other position that is screaming for help is the Meet the Breeds 

organizer. Covid is no longer the threat it was and people are out and about. Meet the Breeds is drawing large 

crowds and our breed needs good representation. The schedule will be posted on Discuss as posted by the AKC. 

Please continue to live safely and make 2023 a wonderful Wheaten year! 

God Bless you all, Emily  

      нлнн 9·t9b{9{ 9·t9b{9{ t9w a9a.9w 

LƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ϷнΣпсм ϷуΦнл 

aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ aŀƛƭƛƴƎǎ ϷмΣрсс ϷрΦнн 

{ǘƻǊŀƎŜ wŜƴǘ ϷнΣтфт ϷфΦон 

²ŜōǎƛǘŜ ϷнΣмут ϷтΦнф 

¢h¢![   ϷорΦму 

5ƻƎǎ ƘŀǾŜ му ƳǳǎŎƭŜǎ ǘƻ ƳƻǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜŀǊǎΦΦΦ 
¢ƘŜȅϥǊŜ ƎƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǎŎǊŀǘŎƘŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ му ƳǳǎŎƭŜǎ ŀƭƭƻǿ ŘƻƎǎ ǘƻ ƳƻǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜŀǊǎ ƛƴ 
ƛƴǘǊƛŎŀǘŜ ǿŀȅǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǇƛŎƪƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǎƻǳƴŘǎΦ tƭǳǎΣ ȅƻǳǊ ŘƻƎΩǎ ŜŀǊǎ Ŏŀƴ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŀ ŎƭǳŜ ŀǎ ǘƻ Ƙƻǿ 
ǘƘŜȅϥǊŜ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎΥ LŦ ǘƘŜȅϥǊŜ ƭŀȅƛƴƎ ƅŀǘ ōŀŎƪ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘŜŀŘΣ ȅƻǳǊ ǇƻƻŎƘ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǎŎŀǊŜŘΦ LŦ ǘƘŜȅϥǊŜ ǇƻƛƴǝƴƎ 
ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ ǳǇΣ ǘƘŜȅϥǊŜ ŀƭŜǊǘ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜΦ 
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When Lisa Smith called me up looking for a Wheaten puppy, I was living in South Carolina 

at the time. She told me she was single and didn't have a fenced yard. Now, I knew a lot of 

breeders wouldn't sell a puppy to a single person, but Lisa was very sincere, had a dog 

walker already set up to take care of the puppy while she was at work. Plus she had a fence 

installed almost immediately. I met her at a dog show and liked her right away.  I sold her 

my little, purple girl, Bella. And a lifelong friendship began. Lisa has learned to groom Bella 

herself, adores this little girl beyond words, plus now Lisa is married to Tim, and he adores 

Bella too. 

Being the smart little Wheaten she is, Bella can almost read your mind. She is such a darling pup and I am grateful 

for the friendship of Lisa (and Tim). I am Bella's " Mama Lynn". I adore her.     

           Lynn Cone, Raelyn Wheatens 

 BELLA 

RAELYN DANCING THROUGH LIFE                                                            

DOB: 1-30-2010 

CH KILDIMO 'S BOYS OF BLUE H ILL X CH RAELYN LASTING IMPRESSION  

OWNER: LISA SMITH  

For each of us our Wheatens hold a special place in our lives, and for that reason we give 

our time and talent for the betterment of the breed.   I was pleased to be asked to take 

Neil OõSullivan's Director Position on the SCWTCA Board as his work life led him to an 

overseas position.  Having served as Recording Secretary from 2008 to 2010, I join the 

Board with some experience. 

 In 2018 I retired after working 40 years as a court reporter in the Iowa Judicial 

Department.  Over the years I served on several committees, both at work and in the 

community.   I have been President of the Iowa Court Reporters Association, the Des 

Moines Obedience Training Club and also served on the West Des Moines, Iowa, Public Library Board. 

 I am currently a member of SCWTCA, the Berger Picard Club of America and the Platte Valley Kennel Club.  Last 

year I was show chair for the Picard National Specialty in Des Moines, Iowa, and I have been show chair for my 

local kennel club and served on many show committees. 

 My introduction to Wheatens began in 1995.  I joined SCWTCA in 2003 and have co-bred 14 litters and finished 

16 AKC Champions in those 28 years. 

 I believe in fiscal responsibility while offering the best National and Roving Specialties the club can provide.  I 

bring to the Board an understanding of Robertõs Rules of Order and believe in following the bylaws to the letter. 

_ÙÙġ ·ĆĥĖ `ÙĲ +ĆÀĖÓ _ÙÿÌÙĖ 

NANCY DRAPER, DIRECTOR 
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A s the guardians of the breed, preservation 

breeders are responsible for not just the health, 

but also the other components that make up the Soft 

Coated Wheaten Terrier. 

Of course health and temperament are very 

important; no conscientious breeder would ever 

suggest breeding unhealthy dogs! But we also need 

to focus on our breed type and understand the breed 

and our breeding choices, especially what we are 

lacking and what we are losing.   

At the risk of aging myselfé. 

òback in the dayó in the 90õs, there was only 1 

Hatboro show on Friday, and we had an education 

day on Thursday. Many of our foundation breeders 

would share their knowledge on grooming, gluing 

ears, how to go over dogs, breed type, terminology, 

and so much more. The seminars were a great 

opportunity to ask questions, have in-depth 

conversations, and most of all, meet the founders of 

the breed in North America.  

If you were smartéyou would listen closely and 

soak in the vast array of knowledge in the room.   

We all still have access to that wealth of information 

in our senior breeders.   

Our early breeders, specifically in and around New 

York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania and Connecticut, 

were able to take some fairly plain dogs and build 

dogs with shape, type, style and a balance that 

would hold up well in many shows today.  

And Iõm referring to dogs who finished their 

championship pre 1980é more than 43 years ago! 

Initially, as the breed was being established in the US, 

our early breed type was as varied as our haircuts, 

but through perseverance and determination, some 

sĖÙĚÙĖıÀġíĆĀˊvÙçÀíĀíĀç ÀĀÓ _ÀíĀġÀíĀíĀç +ĖÙÙÓ ¢ĴēÙ 

By Shari Robinson, Keepsake Wheatens 

This is the first in a series of articles intended to start a dialogue where breeders      

can hopefully connect with our past, to better our future.  

of those early combinations gave way to some 

beautiful balanced dogs that could move like they 

owned the ring.   

At shows, these breeders would get together, go 

over each others dogs, share their thoughts on 

grooming, and talk about breedings, puppieséall 

with a common goal.  

While they looked at their dogs with a breederõs 

critical eye, they also were able to recognize what 

would move them forward in the direction for the 

betterment of the breed.   

It is a well accepted fact that for establishing a strong 

line in any breed, tight line breeding is the long 

recognized rule. I encourage everyone to research 

successful breeding lines of 3 random long-standing 

breeds. Unfortunately the genetic pool for Wheatens 

wasnõt òdeep enoughó for this to work for our 

breed, thus health issues began. 

This walk through our past is not intended to pick 

weeds or point fingers. These early breeders 

followed the right path to establish a breed, and by 

these early dogs, this was the path to successful 

resultsélook at these dogs. 

I encourage anyone reading this to go back in our 

breed archives and look at what these dogs looked 

like. 

Iõm providing my òmust see listó to get you 

started. In no specific order, the date behind their 

name is the date they acquired their championship. 

Ch Abbyõs Postage Dhu OõWaterford (10/08/73) 

Ch Innisfreeõs Annie Sullivan (10/7/73) 

Ch Raclee Express West OõAndover (04/2/75) 

Ch Cloverlaneõs Connaught (05/12/74) 
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CH LEGENDERRYõS DAEL DERMAIT (05/26/74) 

CH LONTREEõS KILLARNEY KIP (05/24/75) 

CH SHANDALEEõS WATERFORD SHEILA (01/09/77) 

CH ANDOVER LUCK BE A LADY (07/29/78) 

CH GLEANNGAY HOLLIDAY (03/11/78) 

CH WATERFORD PANAMA GOLD (07/16/78) 

CH GLEANNGAY SOMEWHAT PAST DHU (12/22/79) 

CH LEGENDARY BABE IN ARMS (04/28/79) 

CH WILDFLOWER WOODBALM (06/08/79)  

CH KOOPS KILKENNY OF WOODBRIDGE (02/08/76) 

CH BRIARLYN DANDELION (08/28/77)  

I encourage you to look past the haircuts, and see 

their front and rear angulation, the overall balance, 

how much neck some had, and how and where the 

neck transitions to the topline.  

Transitions and fronts like this are not common in 

our breed anymore; many are manufactured with 

clever grooming.  

When I started in this breed, I combed over these 

archives and pedigrees so often, committing them to 

my memoryéadmittedly, my memory isnõt as strong 

as it once was, but with more years of experience in 

the breed, it was again interesting to go back through 

these dogs from long ago, and comparing them to 

what we are seeing in our rings today. One would 

expect we have come a long way, but itõs debatable 

as to whether itõs for the better.  

Next issue, we will explore structure and balance, 

then and now.  

CH RACLEE EXPRESS WEST OõANDOVER 

CH GLEANNGAY HOLLIDAY 

CH CLOVERLANEõS CONNAUGHT 

CH ABBYõS POSTAGE DHU OõWATERFORD 
CH WILDFLOWER WOODBALM  

CH ANDOVER LUCK BE A LADY  
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By Gay Dunlap, Judges Education Chair  

VĥÓçíĀç ġëÙ zĆæġ -ĆÀġÙÓ µëÙÀġÙĀ ¢ÙĖĖíÙĖ 

This article by Gay Dunlap was sent to AKC for approval and subsequently distributed to all judges of the breed 

The Soft Coated Wheaten Terrier Club of America wishes to remind all judges that proper 

presentation of the breed is an integral part of our breed standard. Please give it due consideration!  

F or quite some time now, we have noticed a 

growing tendency on the part of many exhibitors 

to use clippers on the Wheaten Terrier coat and to 

take the coat down close to the skin in many areas. 

This is a direct departure from acceptable presentation 

as dictated by our standard.  

These practices, unfortunately, have been picked up by 

newer breeder/exhibitors as well. Not only are they 

failing to follow our standardõs dictates, but many of 

our judges are ignoring them as well.  

We have always intended that the Wheaten Terrier 

stand quite apart from the Kerry Blue; never did we 

want our breed to resemble a blond version of its 

more stylized cousin. The original standard (1973) 

stated that the òSoft Coated Wheaten is a natural dog 

and must so appear.ó From there we went on to say, 

òThe breed requires moderationéin presentation and 

any exaggerations are to be shunned.ó The last quote 

remains a clear directive to this day. But the standard 

goes much further in spelling out correct presentation. 

 It is our intention here to not only offer clarification 

but to request that all judges of the Soft Coated 

Wheaten Terrier study the standard again and follow 

its dictates regarding presentation.  

Under the heading òPresentation,ó our standard states: 

òFor show purposes, the Wheaten is presented to 

show a terrier outline, but coat must be of sufficient 

length to flow when the dog is in motion. The coat 

must never be clipped or plucked. Sharp contrasts or 

stylizations must be avoided. Head coat should be 

blended to present a rectangular outline. Eyes should 

be indicated but never fully exposed. Ears should be 

relieved of fringe, but not taken down to the leather. 

Sufficient coat must be left on skull, cheeks, neck, and 

tail to balance the proper length of  body coat. Dogs 

that are overly trimmed shall be severely penalized.ó  

Surely there is no need to clarify the words òMust 

never be clipped.ó Moving on from there, what does 

the standard mean when it asks that òsharp contrastsó 

and òstylizationsó be avoided? It is eschewing exactly 

what is being done to many Wheaten Terriers in the 

show ring. It requires that the length of coat on the 

dogõs body be GRADUALLY shortened between it 

and the hair down the sides and front of the neck; 

and between it and the hair on both the tail and the 

hind end. The same applies to the hair on the outer 

ear flaps, the sides of the head (cheeks) and the 

under jaw. The length of hair must never abruptly 

change from long to short but rather be a GRADUAL 

conversion.  

Currently, what we see instead is an almost naked ear 

flap, a naked òVó from the sides of the neck down 

the front; the naked sides of muzzle and underjaw 

until met with a sudden explosion of beard, the latter 

often out of balance with the dog, absurdly long and 

bushy. Moving to the hind quarter, the tail, often 

devoid of hair, juts out looking like a slightly curved 

stick or perhaps a bone, not quite picked clean. The 

hair that should be there to blend with the body coat 

has been almost entirely removed. Finally, thereõs the 

òBaboon Butt.ó Our Wheaten Terrier, correctly 

coated from the side, displays a bare butt almost 

completely devoid of hair.  

Most judges do seem to check proper length of body 

coat by running a hand up and down through side 

coat, to establish texture and to determine that the 

length is sufficient for the coat to òflow.ó Beyond this, 

little or no attention is given to the many abrupt 

changes in coat length. 

The only way to achieve correct presentation is and 

always has been with the careful and prudent use of  
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a good pair of thinning shears. The gradual thinning 

and shortening of hair from lengthy body coat to the 

shorter coat on head, ears, front and rear can only be 

done with thinning scissors. Use of a clippers blade 

NEVER allows for the gentle and gradual shortening 

and thinning of hair.  

When we describe the Wheaten Terrier as a natural 

dog, what we mean is that we want the dog to 

appear as though, like Topsy, he òjust growed that 

way.ó This, therefore, would preclude all the sharp 

stylizations that have developed in recent years. 

 When we say the head coat should be blended to 

present a rectangular outline, this is what we mean:  

 

When we say the eye should 

be indicated but never fully 

exposed, this is what we 

mean: 

At the same time, also notice 

on these examples, the 

amount of hair left on 

cheeks/neck as it gradually 

tapers from the longer jacket 

and beard hair, gently 

merging with it.  

These photos also show the 

correct trim on head/topskull. 

Note there is no excess hair on 

top skull, but rather rises only 

slightly above the fold of the 

ear.  

 

 The fall begins slightly above 

the eye, where the hair 

naturally wants to fall 

forward. The hair above this 

point on the skull stands up 

and should be shortened with 

thinning shears. Beards must 

be shortened and thinned to 

balance with the top skull. It 

occurs to me that perhaps 

leaving overly abundant hair on the topskull has 

come about as an attempt to balance a long, bushy 

beard. Both destroy the look of our breed that sets it 

apart from the Kerry Blue trim.  

When we say no sharp 

contrasts, we also expect 

the rear to look like the 

photo above, hair neatly 

blended into the coat on 

flanks and ample hair left 

on the tail. Note, too, the 

more natural head trim with 

hair blended gradually and 

no exaggerations. 

 

Finally, take a good look at the photos below. They 

exemplify a well -presented Soft Coated Wheaten 

Terrier. Please study them, honor them and make it 

your responsibility to help us keep the look alive. 
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Ě÷ À +ĖÙÙÓÙĖ˖8ĳëíÌíġĆĖ 

_ÀĖÎë uĥÙĚġíĆĀˊĚ ĴĆĥ ēúÀĀ ĴĆĥĖ ĀÙĳġ ÌĖÙÙÓíĀç ÀĀÓ ġëÙ ÓĆç ĴĆĥ ĲĆĥúÓ úí÷Ù ġĆ ĥĚÙ íĚ ĀĆġ

ÀıÀíúÀÌúÙ æĆĖ À úíıÙ ÌĖÙÙÓíĀçˋ ÀĀÓ À ÌĖÙÙÓíĀç Ĳíġë æĖÙĚë ÎëíúúÙÓ ĚÙÿÙĀ ÿÀĴ ĀĆġ ĲĆĖ÷ ÓĥÙ ġĆ

ġíÿíĀç ĆĖ À ëĆúíÓÀĴˋ ĲĆĥúÓ ĴĆĥ ÎĆĀĚíÓÙĖ ĥĚíĀç æĖĆĸÙĀ ĚÙÿÙĀˑ 

 Neil OõSullivan & Gerard Thompson, Geragold Wheatens 

We have enjoyed success with live cover, fresh chilled, and frozen semen.  Not all stud dogs are blessed with the 

same quality post thaw. Please note the buffer solution used by the thawing vet must be compatible with the 

original buffer solution used when freezing the semen otherwise motility can be severely compromised. Using 

board certified theriogenologists is extremely important to ensure the best result when freezing semen and when 

thawing and implanting semen. Surgical implant or transervical implant of frozen seems to run an average of 75% 

pregnancies.  Of these pregnancies we have found mostly normal litter size, unless the bitch has a history of small 

litters, or the semen had poor quality when thawed.   

We like live cover for a maiden bitch.  The physical act of that mating seems to influence their whelping history. 

Feeling and seeing that peristaltic movement of her uterus is amazing during live cover. I am not a fan of side by 

side mating rather than allowing live cover.  Call me old fashioned but I do like a brucellosis test on sires and 

dams for live cover and before saving semen.   

But we will always go to any lengths to breed to the stud dog we think is ideal for our bitch. Making the best 

combination is always our focus. By live cover, fresh chilled, or frozen, we will do the best breeding we can do.   

Anonymous 

I would prefer fresh chilled. Over frozen.  Frozen is an iffy situation and not very cost effective either. 

I used fresh chilled 4 times. There was nothing wrong with the semen sample sent and my bitch had previous 

litters. The progesterone was dead on target....she did not conceive. This happened twice.  The third time I did get 

a smaller litter. 

I prefer live breedings or will do a side by side. My theriogenologist  always tells me to have a plan B, in case the 

first dog is not available. 

Maggie Snow, Dromara Wheatens 

I have experienced great success with both fresh chilled and frozen. As well as naturals. I am very fortunate to live 

down the road from the Ohio State University Vet School and work with their well respected Theriogenology 

team. 

I have learned a great deal from them and experts at Zoetis about Semen and bitches. For example not all Semen 

collection & evaluations report the same way. Also that not all maiden bitches bred with frozen will become 

pregnant. Ohio State also has a great track record with Transcervical Insemination.  

I have had failures that have been difficult to analyze, but timing and quality of semen are so critical for success.  
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 Susan Ratliffe, Whindancer Wheatens 

I really prefer a live breeding first. Our dogs should be able to do live breedings when possible and not only be 

relied on for frozen semen or fresh chilled. Our human owners need to learn proper timing and how to assist their 

dogs with live successful breedings also. This is becoming a lost art and I donõt feel this is beneficial to our dogs or 

our breed. That being said, I have done both fresh chilled and frozen semen breedings. Both with about the same 

success rate. I rely on a good Reproduction Vet to help coordinate these. Decent lab progesterone tests are a must. 

In house Progesterone tests tend to not be reliable when the numbers start to rise when it is crucial for timing on a 

frozen semen breeding or fresh chilled. Frozen is less labor intensive for the owner since it is often one shot where 

fresh chilled is often 2 breedings. Both breedings can be done without anesthesia for your female.  I believe in 

doing brucellosis testing before any breeding just to make sure. I believe if your Reproduction Vet has good 

experience and success with frozen semen, it is as good as fresh chilled. I really try to avoid frozen or fresh chilled 

on a maiden bitch. These procedures are expensive and not always as successful as a bitch that has had a litter 

before.  

A good Reproduction Vet and good testing is key.  

Karla Baer Cohen, Claddagh Wheatens 

I would absolutely use frozen semen! 

Over the years things have changed in my area of the country in regards to breeding. We used to ship a bitch or jump in 

the car and drive her for a day or two to meet up with the dog for a live breeding. Both of those decisions caused a lot 

of stress. 

 We have had successful breedings from both fresh chilled and frozen semen. Weõve had a litter of 9 via a live breeding 

and 20 years later used frozen semen from the same dog and had 6 beautiful puppies. 

 We havenõt had any issues with either method but I believe that there are two very important parts to the equation; 

 1.  Have a good repro vet 

 2.  Have a good relationship with the stud owner.  

You need to count on both of them to help you achieve your goal of a beautiful, healthy litter of Wheaten puppies.   

 Lana Campbell, Tyrone Wheatens 

Due to our relatively remote location here in Canada fresh-chilled or frozen semen is often our only choice to do 

a quality breeding.  

I have used both with success although I find progesterone timing for fresh chilled semen to be a little more 

forgiving. Frozen semen, while easier to have on hand in advance of a breeding, requires a very experienced 

repro vet to get the timing right. A miss with frozen is heartbreaking because the semen is possibly from a 

neutered or even deceased stud dog and so very expensive to ship and prepare for insemination.  

We have had really good success collecting and shipping fresh-chilled semen with a great repro team, making sure 

to have a teaser bitch available and getting it to the shipper or airline without delays (Which usually means taking 

it there myself). We have found using two collections of fresh-chilled shipped either together or on two 

consecutive days helps as well. We had one instance where the first collection was delayed and arrived after the 

second collection. A nice sized litter was achieved because that second shipment arrived on the perfect day for 

insemination! A good Reproduction Vet and good testing is key.  
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GĖĆĆÿíĀç æĆĖ ¢ĴēÙˊ _Ĵ zÎíĚĚĆĖĚ ĖÙĀġ˫ µĆĖ÷íĀçˍ 

Willie Rueda, Trébol Wheatens 

T he grooming of any particular dog provides a chance to evaluate and gain insight on its conformation and 

your trimming can highlight what you value as essential in the Standard. 

But the challenge can be as simple as learning to properly handle and use your scissors. Watching an experienced 

groomer naturally leads to inquiries into their preferred tools. After about a year of struggling to learn how to 

prepare my Wheaten for the ring, I had my first opportunity to meet and watch my eventual mentor and now 

friend groom my dog. (There may have been begging involved, I donõt recall ;-). I watched in amazement as his 

hand and scissors movedñhair flying effortlessly away from the dog. òWoooah,ó I offered, òwhat scissors do you 

use?!ó Looking over his glasses, he casually asked for the pair I held in my hand and began again. My trusty 44-

20õs, now somehow transformed, reproducing the same described effect! 

The point here, and the key to any lesson plan starts with proper use of your scissors: grip and technique. Of 

course, any pair of scissors should fit comfortably in your handñit matters not if using straight or thinning shears, 

they are handled the same way. But for purposes of discussion, the focus here will be on thinning shears, which for 

most Wheatens will work best. Cutting hair is not the same as cutting paper. Holding your shears correctly so that 

only the thumb moves requires practice to reinforce proper muscle memory. This will allow you to focus on the 

trim and not the trimming.  

Think of the scissors as an extension of your fingers, resting at the tips and never past the base of your 

fingernails. They should rest lightly on your fingers with index finger at the pivot screw, ring finger in the 

stationary blade hole and pinky on the finger rest. They should NOT be clutched like pruning shears. * 

Now practice moving only the cutting blade ñcontrolled by the thumb ñby moving it up and down while 

keeping the other fingers still. Once you feel comfortable with this, try different hand positions remembering to 

move only the thumb. Once you feel more comfortable with the scissors at the ends of your fingers moving 

only your thumb, you can start to experiment with cutting hair.  
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The two thinning shear techniques associated with shaping Wheaten coats are tipping and thinning. Tipping, of 

course, removes hair length from the ends of the hair and allows us to create shape and blend uneven lengths. 

This technique can òlightenó the hair to create volumeñthink leg furnishingsñ by allowing the hairs to support 

each other into the desired shape. Long lengths that reach to the ground will lay flat and bounce, while shorter 

layered hairs can create volume and flow typically, often without the use of product.  

The focus here is on thinning, which allows for the removal of bulk or hair volume, especially when taking 

away length is no longer an option. It can be done anywhere from the root to no more than half way up the 

hair shaft. Thinning will encourage wave, allow hair to lay down and flow as opposed to bounce, and can help 

blend transitions between varying coat textures on the same dog. 

There are different approaches on how to thin, and, generally, the lower on the hair shaft you thin, the more 

the coat will lay down. It is an effective tool across toplines, over shoulders and even hips. With profuse coats, 

it pays to be systematic in approach. Thinning is best performed in specific time intervals (sayéevery 6 weeks) 

because it will create a variety of hair lengths and can be likened to rolling a hard coat. This will require some 

planning around more important shows to ensure shorter hairs are not poking through the longer ones. 

Try these steps to lay down a section of the dogõs coat: 

 

1. Determine the area to be thinned and start at one edge by making a straight part about the length of your 

scissors and holding the hair in place with the back of your hand.  

 

 

2. Insert the straight cutting blade above the part line. Note: the further above the part line, the more hair you 

will be thinning. About a 1/4" above the part should allow you to cut the hair with one uninterrupted motion.  
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3. Now, close the blade in one uninterrupted motion, keeping it as close to the base of the hair shaft as 

possible. If your blade sticks it means you made too wide a part. Remove blade and make a finer parting. Do 

not grind the scissors back and forth or you will make holes!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. After you cut, pull the hair down and away from the non -scissor hand with the blade. This will give you a 

clean parting for your next cut. Proceed through your predetermined section with this pattern, then comb out 

the excess hair.  

Using this technique can be very helpful in giving form to a dog while maintaining coat length and can be used 

to define particular features of the dog that you wish to highlight. It reduces volume that can make the dog 

appear too bulky or too large and will enhance wave in the coat. Used judiciously, it will take your trimming 

to the next level.  

Things to remember:  

1. What is the dogõs coat type? Does it flow or does it stand away? How will this affect the Ŭnal silhouette as I 

shorten the hair length? 

2. Layered hair is lighter and will tend to flow and show more 

wave. 

3. Your dog is ROUND, and so your grooming should follow the 

contours of the body. Using both the described techniques in 

tandem will allow you to avoid sharp contrasts in lengths.  

A short ƅat topline, long hanging side and leg coat, ƅat-scissored, 

skirt-like underlines do not promote a natural look especially when 

contrasted with shiny, shaved butts and thighs. With this in mind, 

take the time to objectively analyze your dogõs coat and structure 

to make your Wheaten picture. Consider if and what makes your 

dog square. The length of the body vs the legs.  

 

With this in mind, how will your technique affect the final 

silhouette and type of your dog? 

ϝtƘƻǘƻǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ŜȄŎŜǊǇǘǎ ǳǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ άDǊƻƻƳƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ {Ƙƻǿτ¢ƛǇǎ ŀƴŘ ¢ǊƛŎƪǎέ ōȅ DŀǊȅ ±ƭŀŎƘƻǎ млκоκнллф 
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The SCWTCA Endowment Board 
 

Thanks its 2022 donors for their contributions 

      Fundraiser Events 
�x�� Network for Good, 17 anonymous donors via FaceBook Fundraiser 

�x�� Network for Good, partner donation via Facebook Fundraiser 

�x�� Giving Tuesday 
�x�� Lisa Alden 
�x�� Ronda Allen 
�x�� Delaine Barr 
�x�� Cathryn Bennett 
�x�� Dinah Brock, In Memory of our Beloved Wheaten 'Abi' whose life was cut short 
�x�� Thomas Chiaravalloti 
�x�� Nicole Cleary 
�x�� Eileen Collins, Am delighted to contribute and hope the continued research may 

help future Wheatens and their owners 
�x�� Mary Benson Daniels 
�x�� Elizabeth Garcia 
�x�� Charles Ivey 
�x�� Susan Jackson, Love what you guys do!!! 
�x�� Thomas Johnson 
�x�� Jane McGrath 
�x�� Terri Mitchell 
�x�� Marcy Nadel 
�x�� Charles & Carol O'Connor 
�x�� Cathy Yuen, Thanks for working to better the breed 

Wheaten Terrier Breeder Tributes 
 

�x�� Banner Wheatens 'Yorick' (GCH Dhowden Funny Business) x 'Berry' (CH Banner 
The Way You Do The Things You Do) Litter born July 19, 2022: 

�¡   Jackie & James Daniels, for 'Rory' (Banner You Are My Sunshine) 

�¡   Kristin & Thomas Fletcher, for 'Millie' (Banner I Heard It Through The 
 Grapevine) and In Honor of SCWTs and Banner Wheatens for their 
 commitment to and love for the breed 

�¡   Rose & Jason Gardner, for 'Sally' (Banner Mustang Sally) 

�¡   Pam Mandeville, for 'Robin' (Banner My Girl) and 'Wilson' (Banner  
 Higher and Higher) 

�¡   Donna Pizzulli & J. R. Emmanuelli, for 'Kelly' (Banner My Guy Kelly) 

�¡   Rebecca Robbins & Rourke Bonnell, for 'Phyllis' (Banner Mama Said) 

�¡   Joseph Howard & Deborah Whitlock, for 'Basil' (Banner Sugar Pie 
 Honey Bunch) 

�¡   Beth & Scott Lange, For 'Robin' (Banner My Girl) 

�x�� Nancy Draper, In Honor of Gerard Thompson and Dr. Neil O' Sullivan, Geragold 
Wheatens 

�x�� Kimberly Wright, In Honor of J'Adore Wheatens and In Support of the SCWT 
Database 

�x�� William Hendrix, In Honor of Nona Mansfield, Lovesong Wheatens 

�x�� Lynn Cone, In Memory of all Raelyn Wheatens puppies 

 
        Individuals & Corporations 

 

�x�� Lisa Alden 

�x�� Robin Alexander, In Memory of Katie Riley and all the wonderful Christmas 
memories she shared with us through her whimsical ornaments 

�x�� Robyn Alexander, In Memory of John Mandeville 

�x�� Robyn Alexander, In Memory of Jackie Gottlieb 

�x�� Ashley Ambrose, for Nelson 

�x�� Anonymous 

�x�� Florence Asher 

�x�� Elaine Azerolo 

�x�� Kay L. Baird 

�x�� Susan Banovic, In Support of the SCWT Database 

�x�� Lynn Barth, In Memory of our beloved 'Harper' 

�x�� Charlene Becker and William Barrett, In Honor of the Wheatens: 'Arika', 'Bexley', 
and 'Rouge' and 'Mercedes' and 'Sapphire' Porties 

�x�� Sheryl Beitch 
�x�� Benevity Community Impact Fund 
�x�� Sue Benso, For 'Charlie' 
�x�� Sue Benso, In Memory of John Mandeville 
�x�� Kathy Bowers 
�x�� Marla Braun & Chuck Rodamer, Thank you, Art Miller, for your work on the 

Database 
�x�� Scott & Jana Brown 
�x�� JoAnn Budraitis 
�x�� Lana Campbell 
�x�� Lori Clark, In Honor of Gerard Thompson 

�x�� George Condos, In Memory of 'Declan' Dougherty (2008-2022.) If love alone 
could have kept you here, you would have lived forever. 

�x�� George Condos and Jim Dougherty, In Memory of 'Declan' Dougherty 

�x�� Conway & Company Architects: Joanna & Bob Conway, Additional gift to "Red 
Hat Fund" Honoring all the wonderful women dedicated to Wheaten health 

�x�� Rebecca Cozart & Duckprints Gallery, In Honor of San Jeffries and her love of 
Wheatens 

�x�� Christine Dore-Brown, In Honor of Gerard Thompson, wishing him well 

�x�� Patricia Farinacci, In Memory of 'Darby' 

�x�� Jeanne Pedersen Ferris, In Memory of John Mandeville 

�x�� Helen Fraguela, Sending prayers for Gerard Thompson 

�x�� Shirley Gee, In Memory of Carol Carlson. Happy birthday. 

�x�� Shirley Gee, In loving Memory of Carol Carlson 

�x�� Mel & Marcie Granick, In memory of McClaren's Comedy Central, 'Squash' �²  
We will remember her always 

�x�� Jessica Guynn, Thank you so much for all the work you do! 

�x�� Kyndrea Hardin 

�x�� Jill Hasenkopf-Miller, In Memory of John Mandeville 
 


