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I t was with deep gratitude that SCWTCA members
said goodbye to Cecily Skinner as president of our
club, and to Mary Ann Curtis who has completed her
term as Treasurer. Cecily and Mary Ann have devoted
themselves to our club and its members. We owe them
both a heartfelt thank for their years of service on the
Board.

From

| also want to thank the many volunteers who make our
clubds purpose and
coordinators, Amy Havely and Vicki Noah, ran the show
week and all its activities with polish. In their post-show
report to the Board, they provided useful suggestions for
making this event run even more efficiently. Good luck
to Barb Smith and Janet Snoddy as they assume the role
of 2020 MCKC coordinators.

We also need to give our thanks to Benchmarkseditor,
Helen Fraguela and her assistant editor, Deb Van De
Ven. Over the past four years, the issues have focused
on matters that are directed at breeders and pet owners
alike. The thoughtful representation, accompanied by
charming graphics, has elevated our club magazine to a
new level. Taking over as editor is Holly Craig. Holly
has been in the publishing
looks forward to maintaining the excellence we have
come to expect in Benchmarks

As | step down as Health Chair, my shoes will be amply
filled by longtime Health committee person, Susan

Jacobsen. Susan has a medical background and is deeply

interested in all health issues pertaining to our dogs.
Then we have two new club members who have
stepped up to volunteer to chair other committees.
Carol Perrotta begins her stint as the Public Education
Committee chair. Just as she is excited to learn
everything she can about our breed, she wants to share
all things Wheaten with others. Sadly, Gail Richvalsky
passed away earlier this year. Gail had served as the
contact for litter registrations for our club. Taking her
place is Jill Miller. Additionally, Jill has assumed the
mantle of Award Chair. Jill is excited to be part of a
new crop of members who willingly volunteer to help.

That brings me to volunteerism. We always need YOU!
There are many jobs, both large and small that you can
assume. Consult pages four and five in your club

directory. Committee are listed so you can contact any
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one of the chairs. Sometimes Rescue needs someone to
transport a dog. MCKC coordinators need people who
can help in a variety of places. Performance events on the
MCKC week may need your help. We need a volunteer
willing to assume the role of Archives Chair. Step up.
Raise your hand. Your talents are myriad, and we need
youl!

As our club moves forward, | am excited to see what we

can accomplish in the coming year. Currently, Paula

I¥efithofh AtV AVerRity 8f PennsyVBriiaVetetifady Schéol MCKC
is launching a comprehensive survey that will be sent to
owners of approximately 5,000 dogs. This survey will

give her insight into how dogs are faring who have one or
two markers for PLN. It will also gather information on
PLE as Dr. Hent hornds study
anomalies for that disease.

e X

To continue support for Wheaten Health, please see the
ad in this issue for a new holiday ornament. All proceeds
go towards health projects supported by both SCWTCA
and the Endowment. This is an easy way to shop for the
holidays AND support health! You also should also see
other beautiful items in our boutique. Be a frequent
shopper and know your dollars provide beautiful gifts
while supporting many aspects of our club.

I-?agpfl Ii-|orllld%yss esmd ﬁu'a brés(i ﬁopeg tjar%he r(?e§v 96%!. and

Mo | |J&o mOn e

JoinThe
Wheaten
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% %k %k

Follow Us
on Soctal

Media
@scwtea
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From t he

Edi

t or

Bittersweet!

his is the only word that can adequately describe my
feelings as our lastBenchmarksyoes to print.

When | took on this endeavor (with significant arm -
twisting), | had absolutely no experience with desk-top
publishingéjust some skil
excellent computer skills, and a deep love and sense of
devotion to our breed.

With help from Gary Vlachos, we convinced Deb Van De
Ven to help out as assistant editor. Deb shared my
enthusiasm and we worked together to develop our own
design and establish some new goals for the magazine.
They were simple: to be inclusive, educational,
supportive, fun and informative for our breeders and
exhibitors.

We put together a long-range plan to cover education
about the breed, from understanding the standard, in-
depth reviews of structure, movement to temperament.
The Wheaten 1Q also featured some puzzles and quizzes
for both fun and learning. The plan then went on to
breeding; from evaluating your brood bitch to selecting
studs, breeding and rearing puppies. Significant effort
went into showing, presentation, understanding judging,
and some special tips from the experts. The plan went on
and on, and laid out a path for what we wanted to
accomplish.

In June 2015 we were fortunate to obtain Board support
to combine The Health Newsletter within Benchmarks
making it a truly comprehensive magazine of all things
Wheaten. Mol | 'y OO CRemchvmmatkd |
Editor (a hard act to follow), joined our team to develop
this section.

The addition of the center section of color ads, started by
Gay Dunlap and extensively expanded by our team, has
proved to be a great success and a wonderful showcase
for our breeders. The income from ads has made
Benchmarksa seltfunding endeavor. It has also given me,
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personally, a terrific opportunity to work with so many of
you on a one-to-one basis while developing new
friendships. This has been the best creative outlet for me

While this volunteer job is not for the faint of heart, after
fivie yearsmod ediking Bancharka n d 6 dne oir o d

we have done together, and | hope you have enjoyed and

gained something from our efforts.

In addition to Deb and Molly, we must thank Pam
Mandeville forher De v/ / 6 s cdlamnthat has e
always been fun and provocative, sparking some
important discussion.

For those of you who have written articles, chased down
judgesd critiques and
di scussions, and
we sincerely thank you. We especially want to

acknowledge Gay who has been a regular participant in

of

phot os,
supported

t

our

discussions/articles in our Breeder/Judge Perspective. Her

knowledge is incredibly deep and has challenged us to
become more knowledgeable about this breed.

Holly Craig will be taking over as BenchmarksEditor
beginning with the March 2020 issue. Holly has many
years of publishing
wonderful job. | will help with the transition and
continue to work on the advertising.

Deb moves on to her exciting new role as Treasurer, and
we wish her the best.

Over the years we occasionally received comments and

Suddestidhé 18r Yopi®, b not nearly as often as we should

have. Please support Holly with your ideas and more
importantly, pick up that notebook, iPad, laptop,
whateveré and contributel!l!

We thank you all for your support. | cherish the
friendships made, and the wonderful learning experience.

Hel en
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Me et Your New Board |

New President: Molly OConnell

Dogs, dogs, dogs. Since my earliest memories as a child, there has been a dog in
my life. When | was eight, | had a stuffed pink poodle with rubber feet that | could
walk on a leash. | guess it was in my blood to move into live dogs with a passion.
Thirty -four years ago, | bought my first Wheaten and | have never looked back.
Over the years, 75 Wheatens with the Stratford moniker have earned their AKC
championships and a few also have grands. | have had five dogs lucky enough to

attain the ROM designation and one go BIS/owner-h and | e d . ltds bee
forward | go, working with a new puppy now, which is the part | most enjoy.

And kids, kids, kids. | enjoyed a 25-year career as a middle and then high school
English teacher. I miss the kids every dz¢
1 three grown children and three grandchildren who are my utter delight and who

live very close to me, so | get my kid fix often. | love to travel with my sister,

Jane, because we are both silly and adventuresome together.

Post retirement, | determined that giving all | can back to the clubs and dogs | cherish was my primary goal. | returned

to the Greater Denver board, and | assumed the position of Benchmarksditor. After five years, | moved on to

become Health Chair. Now in my new role as club presiden
and 16l tickle some kids along the way too.

New Treasurer: Deb Van De Ven

|l dve | oved dogs from the time | was 988
my first Wheaten, | thought a show dog would be a fun hobby. So, here | am 31

years later still loving my dogs and this hobby.

In my professional life, | had a very rewarding 25-year career in the Air Force and
lived in many places around the US, the Middle East, and Europe. Not only did |
get to work with great people and enjoy my travels, | also met many breeders
and saw a variety of dogs along the way. | feel fortunate to have so many

wonder ful friends in our breed and t by
appreciate.
Somet hing that | dve benefited from i eop|

exceedingly generous with their time and talent along with their friendship.
Without great mentors, | think very few of us would be here at all, let alone have
achieved some success with our dogs. Some of the things that bring me the most
pride in my time in Wheatens are 35 Bradberry dogs who are AKC champions or
grand champions, achieving an ROM title on one of my stud dogs, and several of
my oOopuppy peopled who have become avid enthusiasts of our

As a board member and Treasurer, | hope to give back to this club that has given me so much. Thank you for the
opportunity to serve.
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Cel ebraving Long |

0 MONTYO

CH Greentree Skellig Samba ParTi
9/29/04 6 11/16/19

Monty came into our lives on Dec. 24th, 2004 and life as we knew it was never the
same. Although he was supposed to be my younger daughter's dog, he quickly
became a mama's boy. Monty slept on the floor on my side of the bed and on
weekends, when | wanted to sleep in a little later, he would jump onto my side of
the bed and gently tapped my shoulder and snuffled in my ear to let me know it was
time to wake up and take him for his walk. It was amazing to watch the process as he
trained my husband to give him a piece of string cheese every morning. Talk about
training a middle aged man to learn new tricks! When Monty got bored, he would
bark and let us know it was time for a car ride. Taking car rides in the summer to
Rita's Ices was a favorite activity for him, where he attracted all kinds of attention
from the children eating their ices as he happily wagging his tail. He made friends,
both furry and human wherever he went; people just seemed to gravitate to him and
admired his good looks and his engaging personality.

Monty became an AKC champion when he was 18 months old and went on to sire
many litters from various kennels. His progeny went on to become champions, grand champions and international
champions. But first and foremost he was a wonderful family dog, playing hide and seek with my daughters in the house,
cheating a little bit by not waiting when | counted to ten. Our thanks to Dr. Jeffrey Berman and his wonderful staff at the
Ft. Washington Veterinary Hospital for the excellent care Monty received throughout his life. Also, our thanks to Sandy
and Rod Ives and Beverly and Kevin McDonald for giving us the opportunity of making Monty a part of our family. We
miss him terribly but are happy to know that a part of him lives on in his children, grandchildren and great -grands. Rest in
peace handsome boy.

The Sappir Family

Happy Birthday S
Do | gnell Birthd;y Cake?

oKenziebo

Kajun Kenzie CDX RA NF NAJ CGCA TKN
DOB: 9/25/07

Happy Birthday to my sweetbaby girl! 1 t 6s hard for me to bel i ¢
already. It seems like just yesterday | was bringing home this cute little teddy bear

puppy. You were my first Wheaten and my introduction into the Wheaten world and

the show world. You were always willing to try whatever | asked of you from
conformation to performance. 1t has been a great adventur ¢
new friends along the way! Spectators and judges love your exuberance and your
Obunny hopd6 i n t hd&vepthaudhgau ara stactieg torsiom dpwn,

you still like to run zoomies in the yard and you always meet me at the door with

your tailwagging. | candét wait to see where our next

Sandy Settoon
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Lontree JeanPaul Gaulter

CH Paisley Power Play x CH Lontree Cactus Cait
DOB: 7/21/04

Lontree Layla Lacroix

GCH Lontree 24 Karat of Morningstar x
CH Lontree Desert Ambiance
8/7/05 - 7/13/19

= JeanPaul Gaultier
and Layla Lacroix are
§ our globetrotting
sidekicks; they're by
our side sharing in
our outrageous
adventures from Las
Vegas to Tokyo and
Bangkok. Moving
animals to Japan is a
very strict and thorough process. Upon their arrival, we
received a call from quarantine about a discrepancy and
our hearts dropped. We hired professionals to handle the
paperwork, so what could be wrong?! It turned out that
Soft Coated Wheaten Terriers were not on the list of well
-known breeds in Japan, so they were confused, but more
fascinated and curious to know more about these
friendly, lively, gentle and beautiful, exotic dogs that

were stealing their hearts. The Japanese were mesmerized
as if they were a mythical creature, spreading joy and
smiles to thousands

When we met J-P he had a red ribbon around his neck
and he ran to us with the most enthusiastic energy. He
was exactly what we were waiting for. We fell in love
with him, as he did with
that his new parents were two flamboyant boys. He was
the most energetic, playful, strongwilled, super soft,
(better than a teddy bear), affectionate, handsome dog
we had ever seen.

A year later when Layla came home, she smothered us
with her kisses and cuddles. We were disappointed when
she stopped the |l ove
Layla was introduced to JeanPaul, she wanted to be the
center of attention. With elegance and a slightly coy
manner, she batted her
wearing perpetual black eyeliner. She was so tiny when
she entered our lives 14 years ago. Layla was smaller than
J-Ps head, but she made it clear who was going to be the
gueen of the houseé Not -Pauk,
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She had already made her mark in our hearts and in our
home. Layla barked and jumped
sort of dominating him. He showed us his sweet nature

and basically just let her do what she needed to do to

mark her territory as queen of the house.

We opened our
modeling company
and dance studio in
Japan. The pups
immediately became
superstars since this
breed with human-like
personalities and a
teddy bear look had
not been seen there.

These two are so natural with people and especially in
front of the camera, and we love it because they are a
reflection of us. They are outstanding models as you can
see in the photos.

Note: The owners, Brad Hayes and Kike Yamakawa,
have published a book, Outrageously In Love.
A full chapter is devoted to their Wheatens.

, and f{oxllé'gmgfhl.é"%m tog car e
Hin STicK His NoSE
ANYWHERE HE
WANTS TO- ..
Wh e n
siheds
and c t\\@ Og FHrE' P?/G éﬁd‘{/oxq%o‘g an
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N By: Pam
)\ E Mandeville

@CJJ THE DEVIL'S ADVOC

Who We Are

This is who we are.

This s what we do.
Those two sentences were in a couple of SCWTCA Facebook posts. Those 10 words tell our story.
Breeders worry about the impact of the animal rights movement on the future of dog sports and breeding. Some
think ités a matter of owhen,é not oif, 6 breeding wil/l be
supported or we will lose all our rights, since the AR people lump us all together anyway.
I candt Tihielswhe weearei This is what we doand agree with that approach. How can any of us after
Fauquier County, VA finally shut down Vernine Gipstein and seized 80 dogs, many Wheatens and Wheaten mixes?
Thatds not who we are.
So why do we cede Owho we ared6 to the AR movement ? We kn
mills and us, bet ween even the 060gooddé commerci al breeder s
environment and are attentive to healthéand the mill s I 1
are saying the AR movement is right.
Nuance exists. I tds even possi bl e i 4pitbulldegislagidn & the eady 9tsat {1 e s
banning specific breeds right and | eft? AKCds Legislati ol
and successfully turned breed specific proposals into dangerous dog laws.
We can demonstrate all breeders arendt ali ke. Legislati o
breeding without getting into bed with the scum of the earth.
How? Awayss how up as responsible breeders. |l dond6ét mean |at s
thatds necessary. Nor at the big OMeet the Breeddbd events
| mean every day. In every interaction with the public, we must show them what a good breeder is. Each of us must
lake the approach that we may be the only breeder a person ever encounters
This [s who we are
Sure, thatodos playing small bal | . But just as wal ks and si
i ndividual breeder s. When that person hears all breeders
arendt. o When they hear oO0adopt dondt shop, 6 theydol !l thin
Whenant-br eeding | egislation is proposedéthose are the peopl e
Letds play a game: pretend you never had a dog. You have
Youbre a nice person, you want a puppy to | ove and you wal
breeder? What would turn you off?
This is what we do.
|l dd | i ke hearing thereds a Code of Ethics that breede f ol
are important.
|l dd |i ke a response to my inquiry. I dd | i ke that respons.
assume | dm evil, to overl ook my innocent mistakes, to|ans:
I didndt ask.
In a recent Discuss conversation, Emily Holden pointed out commercial breeders and BYBs respond to inquiries when
many responsible breeders dondt . I wish | coulddve afrgue
getting no response to inquiries, and | dve heard it from |
respond to.
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I understand. You put your heart and soul into this Lnd a

one was born into this sport, no outsider really gets
probably would have been that person. They arendt be
Stop being a snowflake, suck it up and respond. No excuses.

Itds manageable, especially via email. Save a docume
reply. Done. I can get through 10 replies in about
guestion. Based on the responses | 86ve gotten, peopl e

Consider: how do people find informati on-the-grid/déus tloesitGimo g
strangers,weareour online presence. While I dm not promoting
there. It can be done simply.

I f youdre already there, remember those novice eyes.

interested in showing? | only breed cutesy pets? Or something else entirely?

Doné6t think those potential owners arenot | idyokarerom you
Facebook, everyone knowsyou. Be who you want ébe political or not, r €

up to you. But want to know what really makes me cringe? Complaining about owners and potential owners and
whining about judges on your publicly accessible wall.

Really, is it helpful when the image someone has of a breeder is no one is good enough for their puppies or someone
who makes a mistake wil be shamed online or they thr
are private, moderated groups for ventingéif you must
get a puppy from us; WEORE lucky they want to get a p

This is who we are.
This is what we do.

Hey, none of wus is perfect. Youdre busy and miss ema
Apologies help. Remembering to do better helps more.

oWed are all depending on you.

it
ng
Nt A

L5 m
wi | |
e, 1
i wvi

Wh a

D Wt

Hppy

Your perfect Holiday gift

For friends, relatives and your puppy people!

Soft Coated Wheaten Terrier 2020 Calendar Full of stunning color
—— . photographs of our beloved

Wheatens
% % %k y
13 Months from Jan 2020 to
Jan 2021
% % %k
Holidays and upcoming
Wheaten event schedules

% % %

Order online at

R : www.scwtca.crg/boutique
A o ), R £ Kk K

4= SCWTCA 2020 Calendark’f& g
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THI' S I S WHO WE ARE?

ho are we anyway? What separates us from the

breeder who has a litter of puppies for a fun
educational experience for the kids, from the breeder who
is running a business breeding dogs in their basement or
garage, or from the large-scale mill like Vernine Gipstein
and her 80 dogs. A breeder is the owner of the dam at
the time of breeding 9 so, just like us, all of these people
are breeders.

Communicating effectively with puppy buyers about the
di fferences that separate
essential to our survival as hobby breeders and to the

survival of our breed. Our future is in the hands of our

puppy people and their understanding of why and what
we do. That first-time owner going home with their new
puppy today could be the active SCWTCA member and

specialty winning breeder in 15 years. | still remember the

excitement of riding home on August 2, 1980 with our
first Wheaten (1 dm showing
lap.

If we want to compete with these other kinds of breeders,
first we need to define who we are and then communicate
the difference between us and them across to the puppy
buying public.

O0Who we ar e 6 ?RESRONSIBLE.wderarg
responsible for our dogs, for their offspring, for our breed
and for the world of purebred dogs. Our job is to tell
puppy people what that responsibility means. Gone are
the days when we handed our cards to people at dog
shows. Today in the world of Google, websites have
taken the place of cards and we are competing for the
attention of the puppy buyer with increasingly
sophisticated websites from BYB and mills. We need to

make sure that the puppy buyer understands the difference

between us and them. Websites should not only be used
to place our puppies but educate the puppy buyer about
OWho we are. o

How do we do that?

Start with our club. List the fact that you are a member
of SCWTCA- the parent club for the breed and a member
club of the AKC. Effective talking points are the fact that
new members must be sponsored by members who have
known the applicant for a period of time and that
members are governed by a Code of Ethics that they are
held accountable to. Links to the Club website and the
Code of Ethics drive the point home.

Emphasize that we are breeding to produce a better dog-
a dog that is healthier and matches the breed standard (a
link to the breed standard is handy) better than the dog

nbreedimge stockl Shovntlatmthey rave ICHIC mumbers.n

By Sally Sotirovich

we have. Or look at it this way & the buyer wants a
Wheaten and we want to produce a Wheaten that looks
and acts like a Wheaten. People who contact you about a
Wheaten puppy have already made the decision that they
want a dog that looks and acts like a Wheaten. As | explain
it, if you breed several generations of the worst examples of
the breed (as you may find with a BYB or mill dog) you will
very quickly end up with a dog that may be registered as a
Wheaten but doesndt | ook 1
doné6t continue to
quickly. A quick lesson in genetics can go a long way.

sthe ]{e§ug %1‘1 se{e%cl\{)e Sl?rgedlraggorr 360%0@5 etrc;;utg aénd n|° ygu
reed del ect

We all learned many years ago that anyone can say
anything on the internet and that certainly goes for claims
of health testing. Show buyers what health testing is
required by our Code of Ethics and have available all
documentation to demonstrate the testing done on your

Provide the registered names of your dogs (and the names
of the sire and dam of the litter you have) with a link to the
OFA website and tell people how to verify the testing status
of your dogs. People give more credence to information
they can verify independently d doing this shows you as an
honest person and highlights the importance we place on
the health of our dogs and their offspring. There is such a
huge wealth of information in this data base and it makes
good breeders look so good & the ability to put in your
kennel name and see generations of health tested dogs is a
great advertisementdol et 6 s use it.

Contracts d be upfront about contracts and list on your
website that all puppies are sold under contract. And the
purpose of a contract should be to protect the puppy you
are selling as well as the breed. When you send information
about your litter, attach a copy of the contract.

Be upfront with buyers 3i f you dondét shi

Always act as if you are the only purebred dog breeder that
a buyer contactso a bad experience with you may send
them straight to the local BYB or a puppy purchased online.

k e

my

p ’

Il 8m saying that with the knowl

be educatedd the ones that hang up on you when you
wonoét sell them a bitch to
have to keep trying o the next call may come from the show

home of your dreams.

We arendt the only show in
people who put more thought into their websites than
breeding their dogs (and probably more money too). This
is a battle that we have to fight and win.
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Mental Preparation Can Increase Performance

Dorice Stancher, MBA, MAT, CPDFKA, CTDI

What we think, we and our dogs often become.

Mental preparation starts with early training when simple concepts become the
foundation for more complex behaviors required in the show ring. Starting in basic
puppy competition class, many trainers advocate creating a positive experience
when approaching the ring, putting the behavior on cue and praising when the dog
is near the gate or entering. This increases motivation.

When training humans or animals, patience and consistency are essential for
ourselves and the dogs that are our partners. We cannot expect to excel without
allowing the opportunity to learn from mistakes and creating the environment
necessary to do our very best. We want to train in multiple settings, allowing time
to acclimate to each new environments. Most of all we need to learn to breathe
and focus on our mental clarity and create a positive image in our minds of
successful outcomes.

| recently taught a therapy class that reminded me of this fact. | was meeting the
group and their dogs for the very first time. Everyone was eager to prove their dog
could do the obedience requirements. Some dogs needed multiple commands,
while others were too busy sniffing a
does that at homedé and O0she sits on t
were expressed. There was also a lot of physical corrections, pushing rears to the
floor and very little praise when the dog got it right. At this moment | realized that the owners were anxious and so were
their dogs.

The first thing | asked them to do was to remain calm and breathe. | then asked them to relax the tension in their leashes,
to feel the soft leather in their hands and focus on their dogs rather than one another. | had them warm up slowly with
Look and Touch and to really praise and treat the dogs for getting it right. | asked them to visualize success. After about
five minutes they acclimated to the sights, sounds and smells of the room. They were all successful when they tried again.

When we create structure, routine behaviors become more reliable. Many professional athletes will visualize their
performances86 and even walk through the steps in order
can provide our dogs with the opportunity to learn to become comfortable at the show site prior to competition. We

can allow ourselves the opportunity to rehearse
briefly what is expected once we are called into
the ring. It is also essential that handlers connect
mentally and remain focused on their dogs once
the moment arrives to compete. It is tempting to
speak with others, but they can wait. Remember
to breathe, visualize success and enjoy the thrill of
competition. It is your moment. Enjoy the ride

and success will follow!

This beautiful watercolor by
Dorice is of Bill Hamilton
with her Krista.
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\A\ WEBINAR CANINE DEGENERATIVE MYELOPATHY

On October 19, 2019, Vet Vine provided a webinar entitled Canine Degenerative Myelopathy d From Gene Mutation
Discovery to Clinical Trialspresented by Joan R. Coates DVM MS Diplomate ACVIM (neurology)d summary by Molly
O6Connel |

Degenerative myelopathy (DM) is an inherited, adult-onset disease of the spinal cord causing progressive weakness
and paralysis of the hind limbs and eventually all
limbs. DM has clinical, histopathologic, and genetic
parallels to amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS Lou . w l
Gehrig's disease) in humans.

Mutations in an enzyme that converts superoxide

to water and hydrogen peroxide, superoxide
dismutase 1 (SOD1), have been linked to DM and
human ALS. These discoveries have guided studies
to further understand the natural history, establish
biomarkers, and initiate clinical trials for therapeutic
strategies.

Degenerative Myelopathy Normal Spinal Cord
Dr . Coatesd presentatio 5

of DM and the progression of disease once the
symptoms present. There are four stages of the disease:

1. Ataxia (loss of coordination of the muscles, especially of the extremities.)
2. Need for walking devices (dog becomes nonambulatory)
3. Ataxia moves to front of dog with lack of reflexes; urinary and fecal incontinence
4. Difficult swallowing and loss of ability to breathe.
The mean age of onset of stage one is nine. From the onset of signs to the norambulatory stage is only 10 months.

The webinar continues by discussing the genomavide study of DM in Pembroke Welsh Corgis, a breed that ranks #2
in all breeds affected by DM. The disease is mostly an autosomal recessive one (two copies of an abnormal gene must
be present in order for the disease or trait to develop) and is agerelated, with incomplete penetrance. This means that
some dogs with both mutant alleles will express the disease and some will not. This leads researchers to believe that
there may be other genes or environmental factors preventing the dog from getting the disease. PLN is also an
autosomal disease with incomplete penetrance. The expression of the mutant alleles is the same:

Homozygous normal 8 no mutant alleles: dog is normal
Heterozygous & one copy of the mutant allele: dog is a carrier
Homozygous affected 8 both mutant alleles; dog is at risk of getting the disease

OFA (Orthopedic Foundation for Animals) has examined 68 breeds of dogs who have reported DM gene testing
results. Of the 65,000 dogs tested, The Soft Coated Wheaten Terrier ranks in the Top 10 breeds affected with this
disease.

While attempting to avoid passing on the DM mutated alleles, it is important d as with PLN d that not all carriers or at
-risk dogs be removed from the gene pool.
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DM Management \
Once a dog is determined to be in the early stages of DM, there are several things to do to manage the disease.“

1 Physiotherapy

1 Monitor for Urinary tract infections

1 Maintain quality of life

There are no proven effective treatments for DM and the long-term prognosis is poor.

Daily controlled physiotherapy increased survival in dogs with DM. Recommended therapies include:

Active exercise
Passive exercise
Massage
Hydrotherapy
Paw protection

Currently there clinical trials using biologic therapy to attempt to slow down disease progression.

To see the entire webinar, go to https://www.vetvine.com/article/503/akcchf -canine-degenerativemyelopathy-from-
gene-mutation -discovery-to -clinical-trials

Journeys End By Jackie Tucker

I have had an exceptional journey with my Tige for 15 years, but there was a
part that was so horrible, | have to include that part of our history:
Degenerative Myelopathy.

On October 18, 2003, his world began. Written on his temperament testing
sheet was a comment, O0This one thin
weeks | ater, yes, my world revol ved}j
was baffled; with my other two Wheatens, | had had were nothing like this :
little stinker, smart, handsome, and full of himself!

Who was going to win between the two of us? Of course at the end of puppy

classes, | knew my position was 2 place. Yes, | was at his command, and he got his yogurt on the side of his dinner
because he did not like it mixed in. He loved to play, teach, and challenge my abilities at training. He was so
tenacious about anything we attempted. When Tige was right, he would scold me for not paying attention to his way.
My heart soared when working for him. | laughed,

| became frustrated, and | cried, but he became my soul mate. It was my job to create games as he was so willing and
learned so quickly. We achieved all kinds of ribbons, titles: conformation, obedience, rally, agility, tracking, dancing
and, at the last, nose work, because he loved to work.

Suddenly there was a change. In agility he began to drop bars as his right leg was not clearing the height. Correcting
work just was not working, so we retired from agility. Around this time, DM testing was circulating. My breeder did
the correct thing and tested him. Tigeds results read

were still active and continued our fun. I thought t
surgery to remove a large, non-cancerous tumor. Onward we went because that was our job. January 2018, we went
in for an annual exam and | asked my vet, o6Do you not

gait. Yes, there was a bit of drag so physical therapy was suggested. One week we would do physical therapy, and the
next acupuncture. Then came the boots. His right toenails were down to the quick and he could not place his paw

v es
P on
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correctly on the ground. At this time nose work was our fun, and he excelled. \
We titled in nose work that March of 2018! What a boy! The rest of the time we worked to keep his right side strong.

By May things had deteriorated further. Out came the Help Me Up brace which he would look at me with questioning

eyes every time it came out shTahwenm c addme wh agthtl sa alel evh s isgd ¢

improvised a lot to make it work for him so we could still do nose work as that was still a happy time for both of us.

October 18th came around and he turned 15. The Help Me Up was on all the time now. His eyes started to become
sad. My heart was just broken. We went to therapy and his effort was so genuine. | just had to keep going. He did
everything | asked him to do. You could see that the quality of his efforts were going downhill. Physical therapy
stopped as he was too weak, and acupuncture was every week. He would be good for five days, then the days
dwindle down to three days.

Then the worst began. In February he began to avoid eye contact with me. My buddy was trying to tell me something.

On March4t, 2019, I said good bye to my o0Tige in a Shoe. 6| The
never stop flowing for my soul mate.
I dondot tell my story to be negative. It is to bring fawar

available in each breeding program. It is a step to try and eliminate this devastating disease. It is horrifying to watch.
With all this said, | would never trade the beautiful life | shared with Tige. He awoke my soul, and all we did together
was learning and loving our time together. He will always be by my side, and | must give credit to Tige, my husband
and my breeder for allowing me to have this joy in my life.

Thank you for reading my story.

THE GULPIES

Meryl P. Littman, VMD, DACVIM
Professor Emeriteof Medicine
University of Pennsylvania School of Veterinary Medicine
Email: merylitt@vet.upenn.edu

The "gulpies” as | know the term from the description of many owners and
breeders, and videos sent to me, is often associated with Gl (gastrointestinal)
reflux, inflammatory bowel disease (IBD), and food allergies (all of which
Wheatens are predisposed to getting). The signs are suggestive of a possible
association with a transient abnormal positioning of the pharyngeal and
laryngeal structures (soft palate and epiglottis) with stimulation of cranial nerve
IX (glossopharyngeal nerve) and/or cranial nerve X (vagus nerve), and/or
irritation of the esophagus with stimulation of the phrenic nerve. Sometimes the
dogs get into a paroxysmal or spasmodic uncontrollable/involuntary bout of
gulps/gags/coughs/retches, etc., almost like a burst of repetitive violent hiccups,
until they can clear their pharynx or esophagus of some offending material. This
may take several minutes. Eating roughage or fiber (leaves, rugs, towels, etc.)
may be a way of ‘clearing their throat'. | usually put these dogs on antacids
(e.g., an H2 blocker such as famotidine or a PPI such as omeprazole), motility modifiers (e.g., metoclopramide), strictly
hypoallergenic diets (I have a list | recommend), and | stop any chews, bones, bully sticks, jerkies, rawhides, ears,
antlers, hooves,etc. Some owners have asked about using O6slippery

el n

with its wuse, and | donét know its efficacy, safety, Dr p

demulcent and soluble fiber) might change the absorption of other oral medications given.

Sometimes having the gulpies is a precursor for more severe IBD, PLE (protelosing enteropathy), and/or
pancreatitis. These Gl predispositions do not have any DNA tests available yet (whereas we do have the DNA test for
the PLN (protein-losing nephropathy)-associated variant alleles).l don't know if dogs with gulpies are predisposed to
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other problems that Wheatens are predisposed genetically for, such as Addison's disease (typical or atypical) \
or renal dysplasia (juvenile renal disease), and if these are found, they may be just coincidentally concurrent an(”
not necessarily associated or causative.

Please share this information with your vet if your dog suffers from the gulpies or Gl reflux. Realize that they are the
best ones to help you, since they have examined your dog and | haven't. Here in this article | am talking very
generally. Your dog may have other problems if they have Gl troubles. If an owner wants a more individualized
consultation, | would need to see the history, full medical files, test results, etc. Of course getting a consult in person
from an internist nearby would be better Yougamgdtd m neve
www.acvim.org and find a DACVIM, SAIM (small animal internal medicine) specialist near you.

Early Diagnostic Test for Chronic Kidney Disease

Following is the report from Mary Nabity concerning her grant. SCWTCA supported her research.

Grant 02152: Translation of MicroRNA into an Early Diagnostic Test for Chronic Kidney Disease
Principal Investigator: Mary Nabity, DVM, PhD

Research Institution: Texas A&M AgriLife Research

Grant Amount: $26,988

Start Date: 1/1/2015End Date: 6/30/2019

Progress Report:FINAL

Original Project Description:

Chronic kidney disease (CKD) is a significant cause of illness and dea

in dogs and is often due to glomerular diseases. Dogs with glomerular TEXAS A&M
disease often have poor outcomes with standard therapy, and specific

treatment recommendations are difficult without performing a kidney GRI IFE
biopsy to determine the type of glomerular disease present, since

treatment and outcome among these diseases differs substantially. R E S EA RC H
Even then, there lacks an understanding of the mechanisms driving

these diseases, limiting the ability to optimally treat these dogs.

Therefore, tests to nonrinvasively diagnosis the type of glomerular disease would help veterinarians more
appropriately treat these patients and provide insight into the mechanisms that cause the diseases. This could lead to
better therapies that slow disease progression and improve quality and length of life in dogs with CKD.

One area of emerging importance in CKD is the role of microRNAs ( miRNAS) in disease pathogenesis and progression
mMiRNAs are small molecules that can regulate gene expression by up or down regulation of messenger RNA transcripts
and proteins in target tissues. Many studies have found that increases or decreases in miRNAs can serve as biomarker
of diseases, including human CKD. They also contribut
is to identify miRNAs in serum and urine of dogs that are specific for the three major causes of glomerular disease in

this species. They also aim to identify miRNAs associated with disease progression for each of these diseases. Succesgful

completion of these goals will support the translation of miRNAs into diagnostic tests and viable targets for future drug
development. Report to Grant Sponsor from Investigator:

MicroRNAs (miRNAs) are small, noncoding RNAs that can alter gene expression, and they can serve both as
biomarkers of disease and instigators of disease progression. The goal of this project was to identify miRNAs as new
biomarkers in the serum and urine of dogs with kidney disease due to primary glomerular diseases. In particular, our
goal was to identify miRNAs that can non-invasively (i.e., with a blood or urine sample) distinguish among the 3 most
common glomerular kidney diseases in dogs. Currently, such nofnvasive identification of these diseases is not
possible; yet, their treatment and prognosis vary considerably.

1%

Official publication of the SCWTCA, Inc, volume 47, number 4, Dec 2019 1pg

of


http://www.acvim.org

&%

The first objective of this project was to identify and quantify all mMiRNAs present in the serum and urine \
from dogs with each of the 3 glomerular diseases, both early and late in the disease process. This was performde
using a technique called small RNAsequencing. Data analysis revealed a number of miRNAs that were either increase
or decreased in the urine and serum of dogs with kidney disease compared with healthy dogs. Additionally, several
miRNAs were increased in the urine of dogs with late disease versus early disease. Our most exciting finding was that
there were 3 miRNAs that appeared to differentiate among the 3 most common categories of glomerular disease in
dogs.

P The second objective aimed to verify the sequencing results using a faster,
. less expensive, more clinically feasible technique (PCR) and a larger
Mm(~, number of samples. Based on testing of 25 urine samples from dogs, most
S with CKD due to glomerular diseases, 2 of the 3 urinary miRNAs identified
i in the first objective appeared promising to identify immune complex

glomerulonephritis and amyloidosis. This is impactful because
immunosuppressive therapy is currently recommended when immune
mediated disease is identified. For amyloidosis, however, there are no
Tonsa additional therapies beyond supportive care that currently appear to

impact disease progression and survival. It is important to recognize that
e  ||testing additional samples is still necessary to verify these results. We have

obtained additional funding to continue this investigation.

We are optimistic that the results from this study will provide a way for veterinarians to determine whether
immunosuppressive therapy is warranted in a dog with proteinuric kidney disease without obtaining a kidney biopsy.
While non-invasive tests are unlikely to ever provide as much information as a kidney biopsy, being able to accurately
determine appropriate therapy using a urine sample would benefit those patients that are poor candidates for having a
kidney biopsy or for owners who candét afford it.

Overall, this project has provided my laboratory and graduate students with substantial experience with methods for
RNA evaluation in urine and serum. For instance, throughout this project, we tested 10 different urine and serum RNA
isolation methods. This resulted in a method comparison study that, in the future, can contribute to the development
of a standard method for RNA isolation and preparation from urine and serum samples. The experience gained
through this project also helped the AKC

Please remember to support Wheaten Health with
your tax-free donations. Checks payable to
SCWTCA Endowment. Keep in mind the Open
Registry is an important tool in our tool box as
breeders. We need your continued
support and participation.
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Great er Denver SCWT

Specialty Chair Patrice Chevalier

he weather was perfect (we showed indoors), the camaraderie was
congenial and the dogs were Wheatens.

Everything was in place for the show ring, awards table and boutique on
Thursday evening because sweeps judging by Ms. Barb Smith (Acacia SCWT)
started at 9:30 am on Friday morning. We went straight into Specialty #1

with Mrs. Keke Kahn filling in for Mr. Goran Gladic who was unable to

make it from Finland. After the Specialty and photos, GDSCWTC provided
Panera box lunches for all in the reserved grooming space the club had
purchased for other Wheaten owners. Everyone had time to relax before
preparing for the 2:00 pm Specialty #2 with Ms. Candy Way judging. For

both Specialties, the GDSCWTC provided each entry a prize so everyone felt
like a winner.

Then it was on to an early dinner hosted by our club in an upstairs room at an outstanding local family-owned Italian
restaurant. The tables were decorated with fairy light arrangements, chatter was lively and loud and everyone left
relaxed.

The next day, Saturday we showed at 10:30. This was our SCWTCA

supported entry. It seemed like a long wait until 3:30 pm when the wine and
cheese party started under the canopies at the Soft Coated Wheaten Terrier
RVs right outside the show building. At 5:30 pm the drawing was held for

our raffle item, a SCWT watercolor. Susan Jacobsen (Saltnsea SCWT) held the
winning ticket. A large group then excused themselves to observe the Terrier
group competition. Elena Landa (Doubloon SCWT) and Mister well

represented our Wheatens receiving a Group Il. Most supporters also stayed
for the Best in Specialties Competition where each Specialty Winner

competed for a cash prize. Sadly
it was not awarded to our
Specialties BOB winners.

On Sunday and Monday the Greeley Kennel Club altbreed shows continued.
Elena and Mister once again received a Group Il on Sunday. We will never
know what would have happened in Groups on Monday because a power
outage prevented groups from being held that day. Thank you to all local
club members who made our Specialty and boutique possible through the
generous donation of their time and energy. And a huge thanks to all the
entrants, many of whom traveled a long way to join us!

SWEEPSTAKES JUDGE’S CRITIQUE: BARB SMITH

I want to thank the Denver Soft Coated Wheaten Terrier club for the privilege of judging the puppy and
veteran sweeps this year. | so enjoyed myself and hope you all had a good time.

I would like to make just a few comments on the puppy entry:

To start, some of the improvements we as breeders have made, shoulders- these were greatly improved, and
that isn’t an easy task. | also think we have improved the ear size and set as well as the coat textures.
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What | was surprised to find was the lack of confidence in the puppies, not just one or two but several of the puppies
appeared to have issues to one degree or another. This <co
remember puppies need lots of socialization and classes to help with this.

We also need to keep an eye out for tail sets (not carriage but set) they seem to be slipping. But overall the entry gives
me hope for our breedds future.

As for the veterans, both were still in great shape, a mother and son and | was amazed when | learned the age of the
dam, just shy of 14 and so happy to be in the ring. Best veteran went to the son, to me he was an improvement from
mom, and she is still a lovely girl.

Thank you again, Barb

24 = / - ’ -
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SPECIALTY SHOW L o GREATER DENVER

GREATER DENVER
SOFT COATED WHEATEN
SOFT COATED WHEATEN TERRIER CLUB

ALTJECTBESRTCLZ%BW et T L AUGUST 2019
BEST ) Y BOS
* IN SWEEPS { ] " A IN SWEEPS

BOB KOHLER BOB KOHLER

BEST IN SWEEPS: CELA SALT WATER PEARLS (b) BOS SWEEPS: SALTNSEA JUST AN ILLUSION
CHBradberry's One Quintessential Love Story X GCH CH Celalota Be Sweet N spicy CHAndover All Done With Mirrors X CH Saltnsea Suzi's Sunmeadow
Owners: Michele Lomax & Peggy Gardner Owners: SandiLarsen and Susan Jacobsen
Breeder: Michele Lomax Breeders: Susan Jacobsen, Sandi Larsen, and Eric Taylor

SPECIALTY SHOW \ . " e ' . SPECIALTY SHOW

GREATER DENVER

GREATER DENVER
SOFT COSTED WHEATEN| SOFT COATED WHEATEN
TERRIER CLUB

AERRERCLUE wr o AUGUST 2019
VETERAN % v VETERAN

BEST N BOS
1IN SWEEPS - ) \ IN SWEEPS

6 BOB KOHLER W |BOB KOHLER

BESTVETERAN SWEEPS: GCHCHHEIRLOOMNOBODY DOESITBETTER (d) BOS VETERAN SWEEPS: CH HEIRLOOM HEY GOOD LOOKN' RN RN CGC
CH Windancer Sweet Baby James X CH Heirloom Hey Good Lookn' RN BN CHHeirloom T&T's Tige In A Shoe X CH Heirloom Heartsong Look'N See MJB OF CDX RN MX
Owners: L Bailey & MKlecan & P Chevalier Owners: P Chevalier & R Bergman
Breeders: P Chevalier & R Bergman Breeders: D Thurston & P Chevalier & R Bergman
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BREED JUDGE, SPECIALTY #1: KEKE KAHN, NO CRITIQUE

WD: STRATFORD THE EYRE APPARENT BOB/GROUP 2: GCHB CH DOUBLOON'S EXTREME GAMER (d)
Stratford The Weaver of Oz X CH Stratford The Eyre Affair CH Taral Get AroundX GCHG CHDoubloon's Extreme Play
Owners: Jeff & Lauren Utigar & M. O'Connell
Breeder: Molly O'Connell

Owner/Breeder: ElenaLanda

BOS: CH STRATFORD WEST WITH THE NIGHT

WB/BOW: ROSHEEN JOLLY ROGER CH Stratford Please RememberMe X CH Stratford Hey Boo
CH Ellora Bastion X GCH CH Rosheen Espressione Supremma Owners: Krista Dembeck & M. O'Connell
Owner/Breeder: Melisa Lopez Breeder: Molly O'Connell
RWB: CELA SALT WATER PEARLS SD: GCHS KOLOHE IT'S RAINING SUNSHINE
CH Bradberry's One Quintessential Love Story X GCH CH Cela lota Be Sweet N spicCH Legacy Wildwest Wildflower X CH Avalon Noblesse Oblige
Owners: Michele Lomax & Peggy Gardner Owner: Paula Radin
Breeder: Michele Lomax Breeders: M Brown & S Amorosia & G Amorosia
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