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Overview
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Responses: 73

Complete/Partial Responses: 48

Clicked on link only: 25

Responded
66%

No response
34%

OVERVIEW



Geographic Locations of Survey “Clicks”
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Unknown 25



Contact Information
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Answered: 46/Skipped: 27

Answered
63%

Skipped
37%

CONTACT INFORMATION



May we or researchers contact you?
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Answered: 49/Skipped: 23

Yes: 45

No: 4

Yes
62%

No
6%

Skipped
32%

MAY WE CONTACT YOU



Comments on previous questions or your 
response(s)
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Comments

A puppy I bred, had an ectopic ureter. It was not intramural but noticed immediately in the whelping box.  She was treated at the University of Florida's Small Animal Hospital with 
Cystoscopic Guided Laser Ablation. Her prognosis is good. At present with her new owner, she is medicated with a small dose of "Proin", with limited incontinence.  The ureter coming from 
the right kidney did not enter the bladder, but traveled along the bladder to connect with the urethra. Notably, the procedure immediately corrected the problem; however, once she 
started to grow more, she did start to leak. Once medicated with Proin, she has a minute amount of leakage, and is healthy otherwise.

After starting the survey I realized it was ONLY for people who owned or bred a Wheaten with one of the incontinence issues, so I quit.

I do not wish to be included in this survey.

I had one female puppy that came back to me after a couple weeks, owners noting that she "leaked especially in her bed." I thought it was perhaps a housetraining issue. I took her in and 
monitored her issues. She indeed could not hold her urine. I gave them their money back, and made appointments for her. An MRI showed she indeed had an ectopic ureter where one of 
the tubes from the kidneys bypassed the bladder.  She did show some awareness of going potty outside. Surgery to correct the errant tube showed little to no improvement.  After over 
$5,000 in vet fees, it was decided best to let her go. It was especially hard because she was otherwise such a delightful and happy dog. :'-(
It might be helpful to note that I once had a young boy who dribbled as he walked, in a snake pattern. I'd heard of ectopic ureter and was concerned for him. An MRI revealed he simply 
had an enlarged prostate. Unusual for a 4 month old puppy, yes. But not unheard of. The remedy? Simply neutering him, which was going to be done anyhow, as he did NOT have ectopic 
ureter. He's doing well at 4 years old.

I have had two instances of UI - Senior, spayed bitch near the end of her life. One female puppy, that presented UI - we used prion - it was hormonal - once her hormones kicked in she 
stopped leaking.



Comments on previous questions or your 
response(s)
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Comments

I have never had this occur in any of my puppies.

I have never produced this issue

never had this we had a puppy with  pelvic bladder as a puppy  and when she came in season it went away

Personal issues resulted in the puppy being placed and I have lost track of the owners.

please contact via email



May we contact you to add the dog’s 
information to the SCWT Database?
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Answered: 26/Skipped: 47

Yes: 25

No: 1
Yes
34%

No
1%

Skipped
65%

CONTACT FOR SCWT DATABASE

Comments

Call name may be Maggy - Only puppy born from her mother

Her data is in the database

I am in the process of entering my dogs' information in the database.

she is already in the Database

She is not registered but I have her litter ID



Is/Was this subject dog …
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Answered: 28/Skipped: 45

Intact Male: 1

Neutered Male: 0

Intact Female: 7

Spayed Female: 20

Intact Male
1%

Neutered Male
0%

Intact Female
10%

Spayed Female
27%

Skipped
62%

WAS THIS DOG



Neuter/Spay Surgery
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Answered: 24/Skipped: 49

Specified Date: 3

Estimated Age: 15

Unknown: 6

Specified Date
4%

Estimated Age
21%

Unknown
8%

Skipped
67%

NEUTER/SPAY SURGERY

Comments

She was euthanized at 6 weeks old by the surgeon

He was neutered later in life but spent many of his years as an intact male.

She was spayed several months after the ablation to allow her to grow

An article was written and is in Benchmarks blaming a particular Wheaten in the pedigree, written by 
Shari Boyd

She was born with defect



How did you obtain this SCWT?
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Answered: 29/Skipped: 44

From a litter I bred: 23

From a show dog Breeder: 5

From a non-show dog breeder: 1

From a rescue organization: 0

Through adoption: 0

From a pet shop: 0

From an internet advertisement: 0

I received this dog as a gift: 0

Litter I bred
32%

Show dog breeder
7%

Non-show dog 
breeder

1%

Skipped
60%

HOW DID YOU OBTAIN THIS SCWT?

Comments

This was a puppy from my line of 5 generations and the only litter that produced this anomaly.

This dog was diagnosed by my vet at the time when was an 8 week old puppy as having an ectopic ureter.  She was 
donated to Shelly Vaden for research on PLE and placed with a family in Raleigh NC.  When Dr Vaden removed part of the 
intestine for her research, she also spayed the female puppy and advised me that there was no ectopic ureter, and that 
she had a pelvic bladder.  It may be that too many pet vets are diagnosing ectopic ureters, when that is not the cause of 
dribbling urine.  After being spayed, the puppy no long dribbled urine.  I have lost contact with the owners, as this was 
over 10 years ago.

Placed her at around 6 months of age, incontinence has been managed, her 14th birthday was last July.



Age of dog when first showed signs of 
incontinence?

11/5/2021Summary Survey Report – SCWT Incontinence Issues

12

Answered: 19/Skipped: 54Answered
26%

Skipped
74%

FIRST SIGNS OF INCONTINENCE



Was this dog diagnosed by a Veterinarian?
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Answered: 20/Skipped: 53

Yes: 20

Skipped: 53

Yes
27%

Skipped
73%

DIAGNOSED BY A VET?



May we or researchers contact this 
veterinarian/practice?
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Answered: 17/Skipped: 56

Yes: 16

No: 1
Yes
22%

No
1%

Skipped
77%

CONTACT VET/PRACTICE

Comments

They may still have info

They do not keep veterinary records for more than 3 years. The named veterinarian is retired from the 
practice.

No longer at this practice

I believe he performed surgery on puppy but I also took at specialist in Edinger CA

Dr. Sadanaga is an expert on diagnosing and surgical repair of Ectopic Ureters and many soft tissue 
problems.

Do not have vet records to hand but should be able to locate if required



How was the diagnosis arrived at?
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Answered: 15/Skipped: 58

Cystoscopy: 7 Ultrasound: 4

Intravenous Pyelogram (IVP): 1

Urine Check: 2 Bladder Dye Study: 5

MRI: 1 CT Scan: 2 Observation: 1

Cystoscopy
31%

Ultrasound
17%

IVP
4%

Urine Check
9%

Bladder dye study
22%

MRI
4%

CT Scan
9%

Observation
4%

DIAGNOSED BY

Comments

The initial diagnosis was done at a Canine Surgery Center.

She is on Proin

She had anomalies of not only the ectopic ureter, but 3 other problems that could not be fixed.

No procedure.  She was an old bitch who had been spayed 8 years before so the combination of age/spay 
was deemed enough.

I don’t remember how it was diagnosed. We waited until she came into season to see if the hormones of 
the season “solved” the incontinence. It did. We left her intact, but she consistently developed infections 
with each season, therefore, she was spayed, then put on meds as soon as she started leaking again.

Don't remember

Diagnosed through multiple tests including: Cystoscopy



Was this dog diagnosed with any of the following 
urinary issues or any of the disorders which may 
have led to urinary incontinence?
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Answered: 20/Skipped: 53

Old Age Incontinence: 4 Prostrate Disorder: 0

Housetraining issues beyond 6 months: 0

Leaking Urine after Spay: 1

Ectopic Ureter: 10 Hormonal Disorder: 0

Pelvic Bladder: 3 Prolapsed Uterus: 0

Hooded Vulva: 0 Rectovaginal Fistula: 0

Spinal cord disease or damage: 1

Diabetes and/or Cushing’s disease: 0

Vaginal Stricture (Annular Ring): 2

Double Vagina or Vaginal Septum: 2

Uroliths (urinary bladder stones): 0

Urethral Sphincter Incompetence (weak bladder sphincter): 3

Urinary Incontinence Unknow Cause: 4

Old Age Incontinence
13% Leaking urine after 

spay
3%

Ectopic Ureter
34%

Pelvic Bladder
10%

Spinal Cord Issues
3%

Vaginal stricture
7%

Double Vagina
7%

Weak Bladder 
Sphincter

10%

Unknown cause
13%

DIAGNOSED WITH

Comments

When spayed by Dr. Vaden diagnosis of Ectopic Ureter was incorrect and that she had a pelvic bladder. 
After spay puppy no longer dribbled urine



Has/Had this dog undergone any surgical 
procedure(s) for this condition?
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Answered: 29/Skipped: 44

Yes: 8

No: 10

Unknown: 1 Did not use this treatment: 10 

Yes
28%

No
35%

Unknown
3%

Did not use
34%

SURGERY

Surgeries How Successful?

Specialist repaired the ureter and ruptured urethra that was damaged during 
scoping

Very Successful

Cystoscopic Guided Laser Ablation Very Successful

Correction of Ectopic Ureter tube Unsuccessful

COLLAGEN INJECTION;  ARTIFICIAL SPHINCTER Unsuccessful

Ablation Very Successful

No details unless records at OSU can be accessed Moderately Successful

6 months - collagen injections
5 years of age - another cystoscopy; collagen injections
10 years of age - collagen injections
At 11 had occluder placed but not totally dry 

Moderately Successful



Has/Had this dog undergone any surgical 
procedure(s) for this condition?
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Surgical Costs

IN EXCESS OF $5,000

I am an RVT and was greatly reduced in cost

>$5000

None

3 people answered Unknown

Comments

Unsuccessful, it would not have been successful

Dr. Mary McLoughlin did the surgeries at Ohio State University

Condition corrected after spay

COLLAGEN IMPROVED FOR ABOUT ONE YEAR.  ARTIFICIAL SPHINCTER CAUSED WORSE LEAKING



Has medication been prescribed/Was 
medication prescribed?
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Answered: 23/Skipped: 50

Yes: 13

No: 6

Unknown: 1 Did not use this treatment: 3 
Yes
57%

No
26%

Unknown
4%

Did not use
13%

MEDICATION

Medications

2 people answered Incuran 1 mg.

Phenylpropanolamine...low dose was adequate

5 People answered Proin

Proin - Started at 25mg

Proin (don’t remember dosage)

Proin 50 mg

Unknown

Was on Proin, new owners continued medication. I'm not sure if medication changed.



How successful do/did you consider the 
'medication' treatment is/was?
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4

2
1

2

1

3

0

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

Proin Incuran Phenylpropanolamine Unknown

MEDICATION SUCCESS

Very Successful Moderately Successful Unsuccessful

Data Table

Medication
Very 

Successful

Moderately 

Successful
Unsuccessful

Proin 4 2 3

Incuran 2

Phenylpropanolamine 1

Unknown 1



How successful do/did you consider the 
'medication' treatment is/was?
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Medication Costs (Yearly)

$200

$200

$300

Do not recall...very low cost

Don’t remember, but it wasn’t expensive (maybe $20/month?)

Euthanized at the VRC.

Just the cost of the Incuran

4 people answered Unknown

Comments

INCONSISTENTLY SUCESS

Medication included Proin without 100%success; no dosage information 

She was completely dry on about half the prescribed dose...and if missed for 2 days, would become incontinent again.  No side effects



Micturition is the process by which the urinary bladder empties when it becomes filled. 
Urinary incontinence is a disorder of micturition characterized by the inappropriate 
leakage of urine, and can be divided into neurogenic and non-neurogenic causes. However, 
the distinction between these groups is not always clear.
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Diagram of the 

classification of 

micturition disorders.

Link to article on Micturition

https://www.theveterinarynurse.com/review/article/urinary-incontinence-in-dogs-pathophysiology-and-medical-management


Survey on 

Incontinence Issues

in Wheatens

Thank you for your participation in this survey
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