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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
EMILY J. HOLDEN - AMADEN WHEATENS

This issue of Benchmarks is a wonderful tribute to the 
power of teamwork. Holly Craig’s dream of having the 
largest stud issue ever produced is certainly mani-
fested, nearly twofold.  Holly has worked so hard to 
make this issue the success that it is! Thanks to Helen 
Fraguela for her artistic input and for all of the work 
that she has contributed. Thanks to Anna Marzolino 
and Kathy McIndoe for fact checking and for working 
so hard at keeping the SCWT Database updated and 
honest. Thank you all for working on this great 
resource!

SCWTCA is blessed to have so many who work hard 
for this breed but we can always use volunteers!   
Janet Snoddy and Barb Smith are busy creating a 
Roaring Twenties themed weekend for the National 
Specialty. The hotel has sold out our rooms twice. 
We have clear interest in the activities based upon 
the Survey results.  207 respondents was a wonder-
ful look at club members interest and we have lots of 
non-club members  who will be coming as well. 
Book your room now while we still have the option of 
adding to our block. The Boutique and Awards dinner 
will be held Friday evening, and Sunday evening the

Motor City Club will host our Farewell dinner.   
Saturday we will enjoy shade trees at Macungie  
(MawkunGEE)  Park.  We will see the future of the 
breed and its past in one day. That will be a real 
highlight of the weekend.

Sunday will top off the excitement as Candy Way 
chooses the dog that goes home with the coveted 
award from the National Specialty! 

At this point, Pennsylvania is opening for business 
and life as usual. The hotel has promised 
cleanliness in their newly renovated rooms. Come 
enjoy the totally unpredictable Fall weather in 
Pennsylvania and please honor the those who are 
working to make all of this possible with kindness.  
The specialty is dedicated to the memory of Carol 
Carlson, a 50 year member of SCWTCA, co-founder 
of the Delaware Valley SCWTC, and founder of the 
SCWT Endowment.  Carol served in many offices 
in each of those organizations and her presence is 
greatly missed.

Emily Holden
Amaden 

Since 1969
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EDITOR’S MESSAGE
HOLLY CRAIG - CUILEANN WHEATENS

In addition to the 92 listings there are two articles on 
stud dog management, one which had previously 
appeared in Benchmarks and the second one is a 
transcript of the 20014 MCKC Education presentation 
by Dr. Melissa Goodman, DVM on stud dog manage-
ment.

A new column does appear in this issue, “Musings 
from the Database Administrator” written by Kathy 
McIndoe. Be sure to check it out in this issue and look 
for it quarterly.

Several people who made a donation to Rescue in 
Memory of Ron Shumate were left off the list of do-
nors. My apologies to Jinx Moore, Maggie Snow and 
Denise Cronin-Kirby.

Regular columns and features and especially adds 
will once again resume with the September issue. 
These include Happy Birthday Seniors, Celebrating 
Long Life, Rescue Success stories, Training Articles, 
New AKC Titleholders, The Devil’s Advocate and St 
Louis Supported Entry and Specialty Show as well 
as any other Supported Entry and Specialty shows 
for which there is a write-up of the weekend, Judge’s 
critique and win photos.

Please start working on any pieces you would like to 
submit for the issue. Deadline for copy and photos is 
August 1st.

Wheaten Health News (WHN) will also resume with 
the September issue. Suggestions I am sure will be 
appreciated and can be sent to health@scwtca.org

Last thank you for the teamwork of Connie Koehler 
and Cindy Jansen for helping me to keep track of 
payments for this issue. It became quiet complicated 
but thanks to the use of google docs we were able to 
keep track of payments for ads, listings, and issues 
purchased.

Enjoy and start browsing the boys and don’t forget to 
see additional information on each boy that you are 
interested in the SCWT Database, www.scwtdb.org.
Easy to search by name or database number!  Let’s 
put all of the Endowment’s hard work to good use! 

I can’t even begin to tell you how excited I am about 
this issue! It has been months in the works and a won-
derful team of people who all came together to pull 
off this issue From Helen Fraguela who designed the 
listings and worked closely with the stud dog owners 
to Anna Marzolino who helped participants navigate 
filling out their dog’s info in the SCWT Database. Both 
Anna along with Database Adminstrator, Kathy McIn-
do, are due a huge round of applause.

The only other time there was a Stud Dog supple-
ment to Benchmarks was in March, 2000. This was a 
supplement and not the actual issue. 52 dogs from the 
US and Canada participated. It was digest sized and 
black and white.

In March I was given the go ahead to make the June 
Issue of Benchmarks our Stud Dog Issue. I set a 
personal goal of doubling the number of dogs partici-
pating from the original issue and to make all listings 
color. We also decided that for deceased dogs on 
which there was frozen semen that each dog would 
receive a 1/2 page color ad free of charge. Well, we 
almost hit my goal of doubling the number of dogs 
featured in the issue. We ended up with 71 full page 
stud dog listings and 21 1/2 page deceased dog list-
ings for a whopping 92 total listings! Not bad for our 
first time out!

There were a few glitches that had to be worked out 
such as age of participants at publication but that was 
easily fixed as our COE states 15 months of age for 
dogs.

A redesign took place midway through my putting 
together the issue but it was worth the extra work and 
I thank Helen for continuing to work on the design 
of the issue to make it the best stud dog publication 
possible.

Anna Marzolino was always available and so willing to 
work with members in getting their dogs listed in the 
Endowment Database. Taking phone call after phone 
call, answering the same questions over and over. 
Truly a SCWTCA angel!

Thank you to my proofreaders Gay Dunlap, Helen 
Fraguela and Ann McCormick!
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Benchmarks
SCWTCA USA Members            $25
SCWTCA Overseas & Canadian Members          $35
Non-SCWTCA USA Members           $35
Non-SCWTCA Overseas & Canadian Members    $45

US Funds Only

The link to Benchmarks on-line is sent to all AKC 
Approved and provisional Judges. Benchmarks is
sent to Judges requesting a subscription, free of 
charge.

Articles and Advertising for the September issue are 
due by August 10th.

Print Advertising Rates
Full Page Black& White            $50
Full Page Color             $75
Centerfold 2 Page Color Ad          $200

Ads may be sent via email, photos at least 300 dpi,
jpeg format. Original photos sent to Ad Designer will 
be returned. No commercial advertising. Only photos 
with un-retouched dogs accepted. Limit health 
references to hip and eyes and/or “health testing 
current and available on SCWT Health Database”. 
Ads accepted from SCWTCA Members only. Payment 
accepted for ads of co-owned/co-bred dogs.

Send advertising requests to Helen Fraguela at 
fraguela@aol.com. If copy and photos are submitted 
by due date, draft layouts will be provided for 
approval.

Advertising payments can be made through PayPal at 
orders@scwtca.org or by check made out to 
SCWTCA, indicating Benchmarks ad and mailed to 
Connie Koehler, SCWTCA Treasurer.

Happy Birthday Seniors/Celebrating Long Life
Wheatens who are 13+ = Happy Birthday Seniors. 
Wheatens who crossed the Rainbow Bridge at 13+ 
= Celebrating Long Life. Please send photo, owner, 
breeder, pedigree and maximum of 2 paragraphs to 
hollycraig@mac.com

Editor                  Holly Craig       hollycraig@mac.com
Ad Designer     Helen Fraguela     fraguela@aol.com
WHN Editor     Susan Ratliffe      health@scwtca.org

Benchmarks is the official quarterly publication of the 
SCWTCA, Inc. The opinions expressed in articles 
contained herein are those of the authors and not 
necessarily those of the Editor or the Officers and 
Directors of the Club. The Editor reserves the right to 
reasonably edit all material submitted for publication. 
Comments, suggestions and expressions of opinion 
are always welcome. Original articles may be 
reprinted with permission of the Editor. 

Club Publications
                             Members     Non-Members

Owner’s Manual               $11                $15
Benchmarks (per issue)   $ 9                 $10
Grooming Chart                $ 5                 $  7
Pet Grooming DVD         $ 25                $ 25
Pet Grooming Pamphlet  $  4                 $  7
Illustrated Standard         $ 12                $ 20
Super-Saver Pack           $ 40                $ 40
Make checks payable to SCWTCA in US FUNDS

Multiple copies at discounted prices available to club 
members only. Non-USA prices see website. 
Publications and pricing outside of the US contact 
Amy Martin-Piesz, publications@scwtca.org.

Yearbooks
For availability on 1988-2018 yearbooks and pricing 
visit www.scwtca.org/shop/#yearbook. Or contact 
Cindy Shea at eringlo@yahoo.com.

SCWTCA And Health Contacts
Membership Packet - Susan McGee               membership@scwtca.org
Rescue - Nancy Butler               nbtrigo@cybermesa.com
Health - Susan Ratliffe                                     wndancer@rochester.rr.com
2021 MCKC - Janet Snoddy & Barb Smith                specialty@scwtca.org
Benchmarks Issues - Cindy Jansen                          subscribe@scwtca.org
Directory Updates                                                        directory@scwtca.org
Webmaster - Robyn  Alexander                                         web@scwtca.org
Board of Directors          board@scwtca.org
OFA/CERF Database                                                                www.offa.org
Health Database - Kathy McIndoe    paisleyspring@q.com

Donations
All club donations can be sent to Treasurer Connie 
Koehler, SCWTCA Treasurer, 28039 Calzada Dr., Rancho 
Palos Verdes, CA 90275. Checks should be made payable 
to SCWTCA, Inc. and in US Funds or with an international 
money order in US Funds.

Tax deductible donations for Wheaten health may be 
made payable to SCWTCA Endowment , a 501(c)(3) tax 
deductible fund. Send donations to Toni Vincent, SCWT 
Endowment Treasurer, 3825 132nd Avenue NE, Bellevue, 
WA 98005-1303

PUBLICATIONS & CONTACTS
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STUD DOG MANAGEMENT
DR. MELISSA GOODMAN, DVM

2014 MCKC EDUCATION TRANSCRIPT

that means is if we allow nature to take its course the
vast majority of time, bitches get pregnant. Most stud 
dogs who have normal mating ability and are breed-
ing normal bitches are rarely infertile. vast majority of 
time, bitches get pregnant. Most stud dogs who have 
normal mating ability and are breeding normal bitch-
es are rarely infertile. And yet we are frequently faced 
with bitches that miss and so why is that? Well, the 
vast majority of time the reason that bitches didn’t get 
pregnant is not true medical infertility or sub-fertility, it 
is a problem with breeding management.

So why is it that we are here, why are we talking 
about this tonight? This talk evolved from an expe-
rience one of my clients had who had been working 
with me for many years and most of the time I had 
managed their breedings and they had great suc-
cess. And, in one particular occasion and because

After a brief introduction by Pam Mandeville, Melissa 
Goodman, DVM, took the stage to begin her talk on 
stud dog management.

So we are going to talk tonight about stud dog man-
agement. It is virtually impossible to talk about stud 
dogs without focusing on the bitch a little bit as well. 
So we will cover that a little bit.

Just as an introduction to me for those who did not 
read the website or read it and forgot, I am a Veter-
inary Reproduction Specialist. I work in a specialty 
only hospital and do 100% small animal reproduction 
so that is dogs and cats and it is probably 95% dogs.

I also live in this world, I breed and show Golden 
Retrievers. This is a dog of mine who unfortunate-
ly passed away last summer. Coach, who was the 
number one Golden Retriever in 2007 and top 20 
sporting dog. He was working on his Master Hunter 
when he passed away as well as his UD and another 
Agility title and obviously he was a stud dog. I have 
had quite a few stud dogs so I know what it is like, 
what everyone goes through and first and foremost 
my dogs are pets. 

But tonight we are really here tonight for Wheaten 
Terriers. To start with as dog breeders we are very 
very fortunate because the canine species has an 
incredibly high efficiency of reproduction. And really
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of reasons of convenience or inconvenience they left 
the bitch with the stud dog and the stud owner did 
some ovulation timing, AI’s, etc., and they brought 
her to me at the typical time for an ultrasound expect-
ing to hear the usual six to eight puppies and low and 
behold they were surprised that she was not 
pregnant. 

Our ultrasounds are done by a Radiologist who can 
basically see a lot and we found that everything about 
her that we could see was normal and yet she hadn’t 
gotten pregnant. 

The first thing we talked about investigating was what 
happened with the breeding and the stud owner had 
brought this bitch to a repro vet, not a specialist but a 
general practioner who does some reproduction work 
and had done some timing, etc., but we had 
evaluated what they had done and found that there 
were a lot of holes in the way the breeding 
management had been done. 

Both the bitch owner and stud owner really wanted 
this breeding so the decision was made that the stud 
owner would bring the dog to me. It was about a four 
or five hour distance to bring the dog to me so that I 
could check the semen and see if there was 
something indeed going on. She hadn’t had semen 
frozen and she had an appointment with that vet for 
semen freezing shortly before the breeding. She was 
told that it looked okay but doesn’t look as good as it 
usually does. So  when I saw the dog, low and 
behold, I found that was a massive understatement. 

The dog had indeed some very significant 
abnormalities in his semen quality and they were 
problems that were probably related to aging and not 
something that we were going to be able to reverse. 
He did have some viable semen which meant there 
was an opportunity to continue to get puppies from 
him but it was going to require different breeding 
management. We did go ahead and breed her to the 
same dog on her next cycle, managing the breeding 
a little differently because now we had uncovered 
exactly what was going on and the breeding resulted 
in a litter of puppies.

What is proper breeding management? Basically it 
is really very simple. Viable semen must get into the 
bitch at the time in which she can conceive in a way 
that she  can conceive. If you have normal dogs, a
normal bitch that will stand at the right time. A normal
male that knows when it is the right time and is a 

natural breeder you probably shouldn’t have to do 
anything special. Let’s face it, dogs breed. But in 
today’s world we interfere with that a lot. A lot of stud 
dogs don’t get the opportunity to get the kind of 
experience  to help them learn how to be good natural 
breeders or to determine what the correct time is. A 
lot of bitches don’t necessarily show good receptive 
behavior. We tend to focus a lot on our schedules and 
it is frequently inconvenient to allow the dogs to be 
together for extended period of times. We travel, we 
have jobs, we have families. We go to dog shows. We 
try to get breedings done in motel rooms which is very 
unnatural for many dogs. Or, meeting on the road at 
a parking lot at a rest stop and not everyone wonders 
why things didn’t go well. So there is a lot that we 
can do on a regular basis  to insure that those kind of 
issues are not going to be a problem.

So if you are a stud owner, how much of this is really 
your responsibility? Basically as much or as little as 
you want. I mean you are the stud owner, you are 
setting the rules. But recognize the fact that If you 
aren’t able or willing to put yourself out to get things 
accomplished in a successful way you are dealing 
with another party, the bitch owner. You have got to 
be honest about that. But there really are no rules. 
Everybody decides on an individual basis what their 
role as a stud owner is going to be. I have a lot of 
clients who have a stud dog, a very good dog and 
they have zero interest in being a stud dog owner. 
And yet they will make that dog available, accord-
ing to their terms which frequently means the bitch 
works with us, we do the timing, we tell them when to 
show up with their dog and they do the breeding and 
then leave. And people aren’t going to go for that so 
they say then you won’t be using my stud dog 
because they have other lives, they can’t house the 
bitches, they don’t want the responsibility of the tim-
ing, they don’t want the responsibility of getting the 
job done, and that kind of scenario works for them.
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It is really very individual.

It is important to know your stud dog’s pros and cons, 
I think that is a given. It is the quality of the dog as a 
dog. What does he have to offer a bitch. What is his 
fertility like. What is his overall health like, what has 
he produced, what do we know about his relatives, 
those dogs that have come before him. That takes a 
lot of time and effort, knowledge and honesty. That 
is information that is very important. There is no 
one stud dog that is right for every bitch. Frequently 
people’s ego gets in the way but being honest and 
realistic is really what it is going to take to produce 
better dogs and that really is the reason why we all 
are here.  

It is also important to know what it takes to have 
success with your stud dog. What the different 
methods of breeding that people may ask for and 
those can be very different. So If you are going to be 
offering your dog as a stud dog and you are going to 
be asked for different types of breeding, it behooves 
you to go out of your way to know what this particular 
dog needs to have success. Know your limitations. If 
you are not going to be able to make yourself avail-
able, if you know someone wants to use your dog 
for chilled semen breedings for example, that means 
you have to be available to have your dog collected 
when that bitch is ready. And so if you are not able 
to do that because you have a trip planned, or a job 
that won’t let you be available, or going to a friend’s  
wedding or it’s more important for you to go to a dog 
show; be honest with that bitch owner about that. 
Don’t wait until the last minute when they call to get 
the semen and you say all of a sudden you can’t do 
that today. And be honest; remember it is not just 
about money. The bitch owner is really investing a lot 
and even if you are not charging for your services; for 
example,  I have had stud owners who have dropped 
the ball saying “well I am not going to charge you a 
stud fee”, you need to recognize that this nice but very 
often they have spent a lot on ovulation timing, ge-
netic testing, and they have invested a huge amount 
in that cycle so even if it didn’t cost them anything for 
a stud dog fee, they lost that cycle and bitches only 
have a limited number of cycles in their lifetime in 
which they can be bred. 

It is a lot of hopes and dreams. Hopes and dreams for 
that bitch owner and hopefully those puppies that will 
be their next show and breeding dog and also for their 
puppy buyers. This is something I hear every

single day from bitch owners who have had disap-
pointments. They have a list of buyers who are pet 
owners which have been waiting for over a year and 
it is so important to them and I hate to disappoint 
them. Even if it didn’t cost them anything, they lost 
that bitch’s cycle.

So I think it is important to recognize your role as a 
stud dog owner in the hopes and dreams of what the 
bitch owner is hoping to accomplish.

So when does this start? There are no surprises 
whether you are the owner of the future stud dog or 
brood bitch. 

So how do you raise and train a stud dog? Well lucky 
for most of the people sitting in this room Soft Coated 
Wheaten Terriers tend to be pretty good breeders 
although not 100%. What you need to think about 
when you have that little puppy and he may become 
a stud dog in the future, obviously socialization is 
very important and I don’t think that is an issue for 
anyone in this room. Exposure to bitches in season 
is very important and I can tell you that I work with a 
lot of male dogs that hadn’t been exposed to bitches 
in season when they were younger and they come in 
for their first breeding or semen collection when they 
are three, four or five years old and it can be a strug-
gle. Right now I am working with a little Sheltie that is 
on an agility world team and a breeder in California 
wants to use this dog with chilled semen. He has 
been exposed to a bitch in season once in his life 
at a world competition match. In Europe, they allow 
bitches in season to compete and he was sniffing the 
mat and was strongly corrected for that. 
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So for  this poor dog the only time he was exposed 
to a bitch in season he was corrected. We have now 
been working with this dog with multiple bitches in full 
standing heat who are sweet and flirty and this dog 
has no clue. I have spent hours talking with the breed-
ers in California and other bitch owners who are inter-
ested in using this dog about all of the things we can 
do to get this dog breeding. This situation is not as 
unusual as one might think. I really think if this dog 
had been exposed to bitches in season as a young 
dog we really wouldn’t be going through all of this. 
But he really just has no understanding of what this all 
means. 

If you show your dogs, if you take them to handling 
classes your dogs will probably be exposed to bitches 
in season so just make sure it is a positive experience 
for the dog. If the dog gets corrected every time he 
shows interest in bitches he is going to have to be a 
blockhead for still showing interest in bitches. And yes 
those do exist but I really don’t think it is difficult to 
teach a young dog the right time and place. My own 
dogs have been stud dogs and I mean good stud dogs 
who have been complete gentlemen around bitches 
in season when they are asked to. I’ll never forget one 
time at a really big specialty and it was between my 
stud dog, Coach, and a bitch special who was in full 
standing heat and this judge had these dogs moving 
and moving and you know what that is like, moving 
and freestacking and moving and freestacking and I 
am watching from outside the ring and he was perfect 
the entire time and he ended up winning. Afterwards 
his handler said I have never had a male dog who 
could have done what he did and kept it together for 
as long as he did. That was training. He was also 
loose in the setup. She could put him in a sit stay, 
walk into the ring to get her arm band and come back 
and he hadn’t moved and that is because all of the 
training I did with him. They can very easily learn the 
right time and place but you have to do that and it is 
like any other dog training so if you put it into the right 
scenario for the dog this is when you breed and give 
positive reinforcement for that, this is when you don’t 
mount and don’t breed or act like an idiot and you do 
these two things simultaneously then it won’t really be 
a problem.

I think this is something we see a lot of with dogs who 
are house dogs. They have been reprimanded a lot for 
mounting and showing obnoxious behavior or are out 
of control when they are out being shown and that has 
dampened their enthusiasm as stud dogs. But if you 
put some effort into training what is right and wrong

I have never seen that being a problem.

Another issue is early semen collection. If you want 
the dog to be a natural breeder then you have to 
create a scenario that when he is being he collected 
that will still allow him to learn to be a natural breeder. 
Obviously we do a tremendous amount of semen col-
lection. When we are collecting semen we try to mimic 
a natural breeding scenario as closely as possible. 

So one of the things I heard chatting before we start-
ed was quite a few people stated that my dog doesn’t 
need a teaser, my dog doesn’t need a teaser. That 
is certainly true for a lot of dogs. And that is fine and 
dandy for a lot of experienced dogs and there are 
going to be some dogs who are like rapists and it is 
never going to be an issue. But when you are dealing 
with a young dog and you have a good teaser bitch, 
we always let the dog mount and we collect semen in 
a way that the dog believes he is breeding the bitch so 
that is going to help teach the dog to be a good stud 
dog and not teach him that you can stand there and 
we do all of the work.

Handle but don’t over handle. So I have also seen 
many dogs with breeding injuries. So I am never a 
proponent of leaving the bitch with the stud dog. But I 
like to teach the stud dog that good breeding behavior 
involves people on some level. Holding the bitch to 
stay safe, and then letting the dog do the rest of the 
work. 

I have seen a lot of people get frustrated when they 
can’t get a tie. And very often what they do is revert 
to say lets just let them loose together because every 
time we approach the dog backs off and quits so we 
will just watch through a window. And this is when we 
get quite a few breeding injuries so I like to teach the 
dog this is the scenario of breeding. Someone has 
their hands on the bitch so just in case she doesn’t 
freak out when he ties her. I have one client who is a 
Veterinarian who is in Ridgebacks that as soon as he 
tied her and there were 4 of them standing outside, 
she took off and dragged him out of their hands and 
dragged him all over an acre of land, still tied. 

I have seen many circumstances like this. But this was 
probably the worst, I have been bitten, etc. So I think 
it needs to be hands on. But what I am not in favor is 
people pushing the dog into the bitch, grabbing his 
penis and putting it into the bitch and dogs don’t learn 
how to breed that way and it is not a very good quality 
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way of getting a good natural breeding. So create a 
routine, teach the dog how to do the job on his own. 
Hands on involvement and not interfering with his 
ability to do the job on his own. And if you create a 
routine, create a scenario, it doesn’t take these dogs 
very long to if you put the bitch in this position, a lot 
of people will have a special stool they sit on, or they 
do all of their breedings in this room with this mat and 
those of you who are my clients know that we have a 
special mat that smells good and yes it gets cleaned 
but not too much. Most of clients with male dogs say 
that when they pull into the parking lot the dogs imme-
diately start whining and know what they are there for. 
If you create this kind of scenario at home dogs are 
not stupid they know what you want them to do and it 
really makes things much easier and safer.

I encourage you if you have questions please raise 
your hand and if it is something that we will cover later 
I will say that.

Question: What is the earliest that you can collect? 
Answer: it really depends on the dog. Those of you 
that have raised male dogs notice that they mature 
at different rates. When your dog is showing obvious 
signs of sexual maturity it is worth a try. Certainly it 
depends on what you are doing. If you want to get 
an early breeding with a young dog for one reason or 
another then you don’t need great quality semen. But 
if you are looking to store semen then you want full 
sexual maturity with good quality semen.

Question: At what age would that be?
Answer:  In this breed I would definitely wait until at 
least a year or a year and a half to see how it goes. 
With some dogs it is very obvious that at a year and a 
half they are no way ready to go. But most Wheaten 
Terriers would be.

Breed the best. This is also something that I believe 
that can go without saying but is worth repeating, 

Evaluate your dog against the standard, know what he 
brings to the table. When someone calls you with a
bitch and they are interested in using your dog, I al-
ways ask what are you looking for this dog to bring to 
the table and there is no such thing as a perfect dog
except I have owned a couple. So there are pros and 
cons to what each dog produces for example my dog 
Coach who was not a small dog tended to produce on 
the small side and I would say to people who called 
me to talk about using him I would ask them if this is 
a tendency in your line then you may not want to use 
him. I would also say to them when you are choosing 
what puppy to keep, that puppy might grow up to be 
under standard, I felt it was my responsibility to share 
that with people. 

Breed specific genetic testing does not have to be 
brought up with group. I think you are one of the best 
when it comes to this regard.

Consider the whole dog. I see a lot of people focus on 
one trait and usually it is winning. And really there is 
so much more than winning in the show ring. We have 
become so much more competitive in the show ring 
that it comes down to people have forgotten what it 
comes down to that is so important to their breeding. 

Question:  If you do AI’s with a bitch, will that make 
her less interested in a natural breeding? Answer:  
that’s a really good question! I don’t think so and I 
have never seen that. Certainly a bitch that is being 
bred for the first time I don’t think so, it varies with 
individuals as it does with dogs, some are hussies just 
from the beginning and other are reluctant and after 
they are bred for the first time they say ok I under-
stand this. The whole idea of a male dog jumping on 
top of them freaks them out and once they have been 
through it’s not so bad anymore. Let’s be realistic, 
the bitch doesn’t have to do much. She just kinds of 
has to stand there. There isn’t as much we need from 
them as a learning curve. So I don’t think it is as much 
on the girl’s side. 

Question about a prostrate infection and breeding 
ability? Answer: There is no way to answer your 
question the way you are asking. There are many 
different kinds of prostrate disease. Enlarged pros-
trates are typically an aging change and it needs to 
be diagnosed properly and treated properly and then 
managed properly. It is not a disease that is cured, it 
is a disease that is managed. And managed properly 
those dogs have perfectly normal fertility. You need to 
be working with someone who knows what they are 
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doing to have that happen. Most of the time it doesn’t 
affect semen quality it affects the dog itself especially 
if left untreated it will affect semen quality.

Cleaning them out so to speak. They need to be col-
lected on a regular basis to keep the semen quality 
going. That is sort of an old wive’s tale that we kind 
of think men endorse this idea. So there is sperm 
production in the testicles regardless of ejaculation 
or not. So you will not improve semen quality at all 
with frequent ejaculation. The only way it is beneficial 
is if the dog has not been used in a while and libido 
is an issue, then it kinda reminds them of what they 
are doing and the release of the sperm retraction is 
psychological and that is true in every species. So it’s 
not that difficult to manually manipulate the dog to get 
an erection. The release of good quality semen he 
has to have good libido for and that the reason why 
we have a teaser bitch, we want the dog to think that 
they are breeding naturally etc., because for most 
dogs that really does improve semen quality. So if 
you have a dog that hasn’t been used in a while and 
may not know what he is doing by doing a collection, 
might remind him of that. 

The other thing it does is that there is old dead sperm 
that is sitting in the vas defrens which is the tube 
that leads from the testicle through the prostrate into 
the uretha that the sperm comes out. There will be 
old dead sperm but that won’t affect the good sperm 
that he releases. Let’s just say for example and this 
will be counterintuitive to some people. Let’s say the 
dog’s normal ejaculate, what he releases in a nor-
mal ejaculate is 600,000,000 sperm and that’s what 
we get. If he hasn’t been used in awhile there is the 
600,000,000 normal sperm and 100,000,000 crum-
my sperm so now without cleaning him out we have 
100,000,000 dead sperm and 600,000,000 good 
sperm, the same amount of good sperm so it is not 
going to affect the overall quality of the ejaculate. 
So if you had cleaned him out you would only lose 
the 100,000,000 crummy sperm but it is not going 
to affect the overall quality of the ejaculate. If you 
understand this then the you look at sperm count and 
normal parameters. If the only thing you know is to 
look at motility, you are going to have a lower motility 
percent even though they are the same quantity of 
normals. So this is probably where that came from.

It is very rare on occasion that a dog will have a prob-
lem, a medical problelm, the part where the semen is 
stored is called the epididymis and if the dog has an 
unhealthy epididymis then his sperm being

stored will become less vialble. And for those dogs, 
frequent ejaculation means the less time the sperm 
will be sitting in an unhealthy environment. We will 
be more likely to get better quality sperm but that is a 
very rare condition.

The last thing on this list is to leave your ego at 
home,and in all honesty, I don’t know how much of a 
problem this is in your breed. But I can tell you in my 
breed this is a really big problem. You would think like 
in a breed like Golden Retrievers that there are so 
many of them that we wouldn’t have run into genetic 
bottlenecks the way we have. What happens is that 
there will be a top winning dog that is owned by a per-
son that is really good at pimping him out, spending 
all of their time on the internet, putting information out 
there, going to dog shows and posting on Facebook 
and everyone runs to that dog and low and behold we 
have 70% of people breeding to this dog and he has 
a bad genetic defect. And that has happened in many 
breeds.

This has happened in rare breeds with a very limited 
gene pool and breeds like Golden Retrievers who 
have a huge gene pool. And this goes back to just be-
cause it is a good dog it doesn’t mean he is the right 
dog for every bitch. I have had stud dog owners say 
to me this is the bitch owners problem and these peo-
ple are coming to the dog and the truth of the matter 
is that who is responsible for the breed? We all are 
and as a stud owner, especially a popular stud dog it 
is ultimately your responsibility. Do you want your leg-
acy to be that you ruined the breed? I don’t think so!

Stud Contracts. I am not going to spend a lot of time 
on stud contracts. I am not an attorney. The thing that 
I would tell you is use a stud contract. Even if you are 
breeding to a friend or there is no money changing
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I’ll tell you with my dog Coach he had two co-owners 
and we had a contract that spelled out how we would 
handle bitches that we owned and it avoided prob-
lems and we all agreed upon it beforehand. You want 
to spell out as much as possible as down the road 
there are always misunderstandings and the clearer 
the information is the less likely there will be misun-
derstandings. Nobody wants to ruin a friendship or 
good working relationship over misunderstandings 
when it comes to breeding a dog.

How do you handle veterinary management with your 
stud dog? Obviously first is your primary care veter-
inarian and everyone needs a good quality primary 
care veterinarian who is responsible for your dog’s 
health and well-being on a day to day basis.

Then we have the Repro Vet and I have been a Repro 
Specialist for almost 30 years. I remember back in the 
days when we were at the national meeting and 90% 
of the Vets were large animal reproductive vets and 
maybe 10 of us would be sitting in the room talking 
to one another. And it was so much easier back then 
because if I was working with a veterinarian in another 
part of country which we do very often, I had a really 
good expectation that person was going to do things 
correctly. And because we were really successful in 
growing this field which means there are a lot of vet-
erinarians out there doing reproduction work but the 
mast majority of them have no knowledge, no train-
ing, no expertise and they are teaching themselves. 
And there was no oversight so they could be doing 
the same stupid wrong thing over and over again and 
have no idea. You guys are the ones that missed out 
because you are relying upon these people to tell you 
what to do and they don’t know. So that’s were spe-
cialists come in and the vast majority of cases I see 
at this point in time were seen by repro vets some-
times for an extended period of time at unbelievable 
expense because they kept going on and on and on 
and they kept doing tests and treatments that weren’t 
indicated and didn’t work and nobody knew.

knew. They eventually come to me and it’s too late. 
It’s frustrating for me and it’s frustrating for the client. 

I think it’s important and the reason why we are 
talking about this is because it is important to know 
your vet’s limitations even when they don’t know their 
limitations. One the things I have found is that they 
make investments in doing reproductive work and 
they don’t want to send you anyplace else and they 
struggle and struggle and struggle and if this was an 
oncology case they would have referred you to an 
oncologist right from the beginning or any other prac-
tice. In my practice we work very closely with local 
vets. I try very hard to do the parts that I have to do 
and leave the rest of the work to the local vet under 
my direction. But holding onto things and doing work 
that the vet just isn’t capable of doesn’t help anybody. 
But a lot of times they don’t know their limitations. So 
I think for a lot of reproduction work having you guys 
as stud dog owners and breeders having realistic 
expectations about what you can get from the local 
repro vet. 

A breeding soundness exam is used in all forms of 
livestock. You just don’t do a breeding without the 
necessary breeding soundness exam.  

People just don’t use animals in a breeding program
or sell as breeding stock without a good quality 
breeding program exam. For some reason that just 
doesn’t exist in dogs. The first thing is general health 
and we won’t spend a lot of time on that. The second 
thing is breeding history and this is something that I 
encourage people to do this and it is incredibly invalu-
able and almost nobody does this in dogs. If you
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have a stud dog you should be keeping track of every 
breeding, how it is done and what are the results. For 
example with my own stud dog if someone acquired 
about him I could tell people what his success rates 
are with different types of breeding, natural breeding, 
fresh semen AI, fresh chilled AI, frozen semen and 
how different things worked based upon what they 
did with that semen with the bitch. What kind of timing 
procedures, what type of insemination technique what 
semen we sent etc., etc. So that they could make an 
informed decision on how they wanted to proceed 
and this was something that we gave people in writing 
so that they could discuss with their veterinarian. So 
the whole breeding plan was based upon evidence 
and we just didn’t make it up as we went along. What 
I do with every bitch that I see for ovulation timing or 
breeding planning I ask the owner what do we know 
about the stud dog. And it’s not unusual that I get 
the answer that he is proven and that means he has 
produced 1 puppy once. Not very helpful but I guess 
it is better than no puppies. And it doesn’t tell me very 
much and it’s like pulling teeth to get information out 
of people. And to me this is part of having a stud dog, 
you are selling a product, your product is your dog’s 
semen. And if you have no idea of what it takes to 
work then you aren’t being very helpful to that bitch 
owner or very honest about that product that you are 
selling.

Another part of that is it is a little bit of human nature 
to always blame it on someone else, it is not uncom-
mon at all and this happens when I am dealing with a 
stud dog that has fertility problems and I ask what is 
his breeding history. They say he has produced blah 
blah blah this way and that way and never missed. 
Then I start teasing it out and oh well that bitch that 
didn’t get pregnant we think she was late and this 
bitch that didn’t get pregnant oh she has only had two 
puppies in her life beforehand. Then there is every 
excuse under the sun and when we start investigating 
it this dog has had a lot of misses and for some rea-
son the stud owner has conveniently blocked these 
from her mind. That’s not helpful for anyone. It may 
not be his fault. I saw a nine year old dog today that 
has been with the breeder for the last three years and 
she has done several breedings with him and not one 
bitch has gotten pregnant. There was a breeder here 
for shows and wanted to use him so she brought the 
dog in to be collected and his semen was fine. I said 
I don’t think it is this dog’s fault and you need to look 
at what she’s doing and she’s just going merrily along 
doing all of these breeding like everything is fine but 
clearly it is a breeding management problem. 

It is very interesting how passive people can be about 
investigating the things they need to. But if you are 
the bitch owner and want to use this dog then these 
things become pretty important. 

Physical exam with an emphasis upon the reproduc-
tive tract. This is another thing that surprises me. I 
routinely palpate the dog’s testicles. Very recently I 
saw a dog for semen freezing and he had tumors in 
both testicles and I mentioned that to the owner and 
she became very irate because he had just had a 
complete health and wellness exam and I asked her 
well did your vet palpate his testicles because often 
times they forget that they are there. Clearly they 
didn’t palpate the testicles or palpate so few that they 
are not able to pick up on things. Clearly something 
that is important.

You guys are doing routine CBC chemscreen, Urine/
Protein Creatinine so you don’t have to worry about 
that part. 

Brucellis screening is something that I see people 
poop pooh about and I can tell you we see outbreaks 
of brucellosis in New York. It is really not that uncom-
mon in the south and my routine is that I have never 
allowed one of my stud dogs to be used with a bitch 
that hasn’t been brucellosis tested within a month of 
the breeding and for chilled semen it is optional for 
them because my dogs won’t be exposed. But if the 
bitch is coming to me I insist the bitch have a nega-
tive brucellosis within a month of the breeding and I 
test my stud dog every three months because he was 
used fairly frequently but if you have a stud dog that 
isn’t being used very frequently then it is fine to test 
before each breeding. This is a disease that is not 
treatable and the only way we keep it under to control 
is to screen and only breed dogs that are negative. 

Question:: Would that include testing chilled semen? 
Answer: yes, because that semen is going into your 
bitch. He could expose her but she couldn’t expose 
him. 

Same thing with semen freezing. I don’t insist upon 
on brucella canis screening before I freeze semen but 
some people do but I say to everybody when you go 
to use this semen ten to twenty years down the road 
don’t you want to know that the dog was brucellosis 
negative at the time he was collected.

Question: What are the clinical signs of brucellosis? 
Answer: there are a wide variety of clinical signs but 
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you won’t see any signs. For example, several years 
ago I saw two dogs, same family, one was a Jack 
Russell and one was a Corgi spayed and neutered 
and they lived in Chester County which is highly 
wooded if you are familiar with this area. They came 

to me because they both had uvitis which is inflam-
mation of the eye which is also secondary to some 
other disease, infrequently an infectious disease. So 
the local vet saw them and sent them to an ophthal-
mologist, it is part if the workup for uvitis to look for 
the underlying cause and they couldn’t find anything 
and they said we think these dogs have brucellosis 
and sure enough they did. So it’s out there and this is 
in my local community and these dogs were spayed 
and neutered and these dogs were clearly exposed 
because it is in urine, vaginal discharge, aborted 
membranes and there was probably a feral dog in the 
woods that they ran into and both were exposed.

Semen collection and analysis is a good part of a 
breeding soundness exam. And a lot of people say I 
am going to prove my dog with one of my own bitches 
or a friend’s bitch and that is fine but if you are go-
ing to offer your dog as a stud dog and somebody is 
going to put a lot into using that dog and going out of 
their way using chilled semen, etc., you want to know 
that the dog has normal semen before you enter him 
into a breeding program. 

There are veterinarians  that will ask us to do a chill 
check because there are people that want to use the 
dog with chilled semen so do a semen analysis but 
also save some and put it into a refrigerator and check 
it over time. I can tell you that with my level of expe-
rience I can predict so I don’t feel the need to do that 
but I do it when the bitch owner asks for it. But I think 
if you are dealing with a veterinarian that doesn’t have 
that level of experience it is a good idea and go ahead 

and do that. 

Semen freezing we certainly do a lot of semen 
freezing with an initial semen analysis because 
we figure they are coming in anyway so we might 
as well get the semen frozen and we actually offer 
quite a discount for it so it is almost the same price 
for a semen analysis as to add on freezing the 
semen. 

The clean the pipes we already talked about. 

This is what a correct semen analysis should look 
like. This is a dog that I have worked with and the 
name is blocked out but he is a Bernese Mountain 
Dog that I work with a lot that had never gotten a 
bitch pregnant. And the dog came to me for a re-
check and low and behold the dog had very abnor-
mal semen and this was what he was born with, 
he was always going to produce semen with a fair 
amount of sperm abnormalities. And by doing a 
complete semen analysis we were able to show 
what the count is, what the percent motility, the 
speed is, the quality of forward progression, the 
number of abnormalities and the percent and all of 
this put together tells someone that this is amount 

he produces. So even though it is an extremely ab-
normal semen analysis this is what we are working 
with. And is this dog infertile? No, he is sub fertile. 
We can get puppies from this dog if we know what 
we are dealing with and manage accordingly. And on 
the bottom are my comments saying this is what we 
have had success with this dog, this is what we rec-
ommend and my name on the bottom. It’s like if you 
send samples to a pathologist they are always going
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to put their name on it because semen analysis is 
very subjective. So Joe Smoeh looking at it is not as 
valuable as my looking at it. So if I am going to send 
this to another veterinarian or breeder then they need 
to know how accurate is this information and they are 
not going to get that unless they know who did it. 

This is a semen analysis I got from the stud dog when 
working with the bitch that hadn’t gotten pregnant and 
had gone to their repro vet and this was the semen 
analysis. So you can see all of the right parameters 
and their comment at the bottom says great little boy 
for a young boy. What does that mean? And the key

point is in the middle where it says sperm count per ml 
and the number is 15. This means the sperm count is 
15 million. Does anyone know what the normal sperm 
count is in a dog? Obviously it is going to vary with the 
breed because the testicle size is going to determine 
sperm count because the more cells the more sperm 
the larger the testicles the more cells. In general 
normal sperm counts in dogs vary from 200,000,000 
to 2 billion. And obviously the bigger dogs are going 
to have the higher sperm count and smaller dogs are 
going to have lower counts. 15,000,000,000 doesn’t 
register for any dog  So this stud owner paid this vet 
for a semen analysis and they don’t know what a nor-
mal sperm count is and I am very happy that some of 
you do but that isn’t your job, it is our job. And this was 
so low and nobody ever told them that. She probably 
walked around with her semen analysis and thought 
great job. This is an example of useless information.

Question: The stud dog that you talked about previ-
ously when you go to breed him will his get also have 
this same abnormality? Answer: Well, not necessarily 
and the only way they would if that was an inherited

trait. And you know like any other inherited trait that 
some are going to get it and not others. One of the 
things about breeding dogs is that you don’t want to 
throw out the baby with the bath water. It’s the way 
you can concentrate the gene pool and come up 
with a really bad gene that nobody knows about.  So 
look at this, this is a breed that has suffered with a 
really serious disease. I am very tough about genet-
ic disease that is incompatible with normal life as a 
companion animal.

Semen quality. Obviously we want to breed dogs 
but not continue to breed dogs that are infertile but I 
would put that much lower on my list of priorities. So 
if you have a dog that is an phenomenal example of 
the breed from conformation, temperament, work-
ing ability, overall soundness, etc., and you have 
to work a little harder to get puppies from this dog 
go ahead and try to selectively lead from it in future 
generations. If you find that all you are producing are 
infertile dogs or dogs with very low fertility then you 
might want to put that higher up on your priority list. 
But I certainly wouldn’t say to somebody don’t breed 
this dog because again good breeders look at the 
whole dog, not just one thing. Now if you are breed-
ing livestock you are not going to breed a dog like this 
because he is going to cost too much and remem-
ber it is all about money and they are all going to be 
slaughtered. But dogs are not livestock and have a 
tremendous amount of individual value just for who 
they are so we have to approach breeding dogs with 
that foremost in our minds. 

Why is this important? Well the stud dog has to breed 
somebody so you need to know what is that bitch 
coming with? What is it reasonable for the stud dog 
owner to require from the bitch? Obviously you want a
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bitch to be in good general health to be bred to your 
stud dog. Up to date on vaccines, deworming, etc., 
and you don’t want this bitch going into a pregnancy 
that isn’t in good health and if she is coming to stay 
with you, you certainly don’t want to be responsible for 
a bitch that has health issues, infectious diseases etc. 

If you have a stud dog that breeds naturally and the 
bitch owner expects a natural breeding then it is a 
really good idea to expect the bitch has normal anato-
my. This is part of every pre-breeding or first ovulation 
timing exam that we do a vaginoscopy and digital 
exam to make sure that she doesn’t have a stricture, 
band or a narrowing that is going to prevent a natural 
breeding because you obviously don’t want the stud 
owner struggling and struggling to get a tie and they 
can’t because the bitch has an issue. 

Again a brucellosis screening and one of the questions 
that I get asked a lot is pre-breeding cultures or put-
ting a bitch on antibiotics. How many of you routinely 
get a pre-breeding culture or put bitches on antibiot-
ics? Okay one time. This is a question I am asked a 
lot and from veterinarians who have had bitches that 
haven’t conceived and they really want antibiotics 
and it typically comes with a story that I was talking 
to so and so and their bitch had missed and we really 
have a lot of bitches that are missing in Arizona or 
wherever and they are putting them on Baytril and we 
are getting success so can we just put her on Baytril? 
There is absolutely no scientific or medical evidence to 
do this and in the mast majority of times this is going 
to be detrimental because breeding is not a sterile 
event. The vagina is not sterile, the penis is not sterile, 
semen is not sterile. Se we expect bacteria and if you 
do a culture we expect bacteria and that is normal. 
The only bacteria that we know is a problem is if you 
grow brucellosis. The rest are all part of normal flora. 
And when you put the bitch on antibiotics you disrupt 
normal flora. I have seen more bitches that because 
someone was trying to sterilize them that have devel-
oped uterine infections, pyrometra, altered their flora, 
created highly resistant bacteria that overwhelmed 
the bitches normal defense mechanisms so it actually 
worked against them than for them. Are there some 
bitches that are going to need antibiotics because 
they have a problem? Yes, but that needs to be diag-
nosed first and the cultures and treatment need to be 
appropriate. 

Question: so the question is about canine herpes. 
Canine herpes is in the environment. There is no way 
that you are not going to run into it. But is a latent vi-
rus and most of the dogs that we are talking about go 
to dog shows and training classes and have been ex-
posed to it and built up an immune response so they 
are no longer what we call naive. It is very similar to 
women and chicken pox, most of us had chicken pox 
as children so we have what is called long lasting im-
munity. But pregnant women who never had chicken 
pox are naive and if they are exposed to the chicken 
pox virus while pregnant that is going to cause prob-
lems so typically your ob/gyn is going to ask you that 
question and it is basically the same thing with dogs. 
So like most of the cases of canine herpes virus is a 
bitch was placed in a pet home as a puppy and you 
are getting her back for breeding and she comes into 
your household and you breed her and send her back 
home and she comes back to your house for whelp-
ing and now she has been exposed because she is in 
your environment and you are going to have a prob-
lem and lose puppies. The danger period is the last 
three weeks of pregnancy and the first three weeks of 
life which is why we caution people to limit exposure 
to other dogs. The other part of this is that the vast 
majority of cases of canine herpes virus that people 
hear about are misdiagnosis. I can’t tell you the num-
ber of clients that I see that have had puppy loss and 
they are sure it is herpes and we send puppies off for 
necropsy and it is not herpes. That is 99% of the time. 

Managing the breeding. Housing the bitch we kind
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of touched on. Timing the breeding, you have all 
kinds of tools available to you for timing the breeding. 
If you have a normal bitch and normal stud dog and 
normal behavior then you are fine There are all of 
these at home tests and devices you hear about at 
dog shows, they sell at booths at dog shows and in 
the back of magazines and none of them are worth 
the money. Forget it!

Veterinarian ovulation timing can be very valuable 
in the right hands or very misleading in the wrong 
hands. I personally always feel that good ovulation 
timing is always valuable and it is the way to maxi-
mize reproductive efficiency but it needs to be done 
properly. 

I think there is a huge amount of misinformation 
about the value of progesterone testing. Progester-
one has nothing to do with ovulation or the fertile peri-
od. Progesterone is necessary to maintain pregnancy 
so it rises during ovulation and the fertile period but 
there is no number of progesterone that will fit with 
the fertile period of every bitch. So the veterinarians 
and breeders who try to breed every bitch say at 14 
or whatever the number, it is that they have hap-
pened to chose, you are going to miss a lot of normal 
bitches that way. You are going to hit some but it is 
not going to work for a lot. This is probably the main 
reason why I see bitches for infertility and they say 
they know it’s not timing because we progesterone 
tested her and when I evaluated the progesterone 
tests it was timing, she was bred too late every single 
time because her fertile period is at a progesterone 
number of 6  and everybody was waiting for her to hit 
something else. We are not talking about ovulation 
timing tonight but that is a huge issue so if you are 
going to be responsible for the ovulation timing part, 
make sure you get it right. 

Natural breeding is always best. You know that if you 
got a good tie that the sperm got into the reproduction 
tract the right way because the dogs took care of that 
for you. We have already talked about natural breed-
ing but I encourage you if your dog can get the job 
done to always do a natural breeding. 



Official Publication of the Soft Coated Wheaten Terrier Club of America, Inc.,   Volume 49  Number 2 - June 2021

99

Make sure you are available when the bitch owner 
needs it. If you are going to be out of town and you 
know that please leave your stud dog with someone 
who is responsible and knows what they are doing. 
And as an aside that is usually not your handler or 
your friend.

I have been using the same extender for over 30 
years and I have never seen a normal dog’s semen 
not do well with it and it works the best with dogs that 
have lousy sperm, it actually improves the sperm.  
The problems I see with extenders is when they are 
lousy extenders. And this is the vast majority of time 
you get what you pay for. Cheap extenders are cheap 
for a reason to begin with, they go bad, they were nev-
er really any good to begin with. Again a competent 
veterinarian is the one that knows the very best and is 
not going to fall for a company’s marketing plan which 
we see all to often. Well the company said that this is 

going to improve the sperm, does this and does that 
and so it is like used car salesmen, I really don’t see a 
problem of incompatibility of a particular dog’s semen 
with a particular extender. 

Question: What do you use? Answer: I use Symbiotics 
Fresh Express. And as a caveat, I make no money off 
of it. But that company for those of you who are as old 
as I am and if you have been breeding dogs for that 
long you will remember back to those early days when 
none of this ever existed. I was hired by a company 
called International Canine Genetics to develop all 
of their products and services and we developed this 
extender with the leading semen physiologist in the 
world and it really is the best extender. It has gone 
through a micro filtration process to remove any 
bacteria or debris so it is very clean, it is good at room 
temperature for a month and it is the degree of bac-
teria that makes the sperm look worse when it gets 
there. It is so stable that if shipped to a veterinarian, 
it doesn’t go bad in the process or in their freezer. It 
does the best job of preserving the sperm cell mem-
brane which is important for fertility and not necessar-
ily motility which is just tail function and the cell must 
have an intact membrane in order to fertilize the egg. 
So all of those things together, it is also the most ex-
pensive extender and again you get what you pay for.

Question: Do you use the same extender for frozen 
semen? Answer: no, it is from the same company but 
a different product. Frozen semen extender needs 
to have cryoprotectants in it because it is not just 
protecting from chilling but freezing and thawing and 
nature did not expect any of that. A dog’s semen that 
is phenomenal you could possibly collect it, spit in it, 
put in a thermos and ship it and it would still be good. 
But most dogs don’t fit into that category. 

Frozen semen is a great tool to preserve the genetics 
from a stud dog so that when he is unavailable for a 
breeding or collection or when he is dead.
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Or for international shipments. We actually do a fair 
amount of chilled semen shipment from Europe and 
the UK. There are some countries that won’t allow 
chilled semen shipment or there are other countries 
like Australia where they are too far away for chilled 
semen. But most of the time you want to preserve 
that semen so that you can use it down the road. It is 
pretty much a miracle that we can take living sperm 
cells, store them indefinitely and then thaw semen 
and still have it be alive.  

I have literally taught hundreds of veterinarians how 
to freeze semen but they spend a week with me. And 
that is how long it takes to make someone competent 
and they spend all day long for one week. One of the 
problems we have now is that there are these compa-
nies that have these little short courses and you can’t 
learn much in a day or two days so that is an issue. I 
am willing to teach anyone but they have to be willing 
to learn. 

You want to collect and store the semen when he is 
at peak sperm production because it is so stressful 
to the sperm cells to freeze and thaw. You want the 
strongest sperm possible so that years down the road 
when you go to use it, it is highly fertile. You don’t 
want to wait until the dog is eight years old and you 
say oops I am going to loose him soon. Certainly we 
still try to freeze sperm from dogs that are old but you 
certainly are not going to get the same return.

The other thing is know who you are working with. It 
is just like anything else. I had a conversation with a 
woman yesterday and I’ve seen a large number of 
terriers in the past couple of days and she has been 
working with a local repro vet and she has been 
struggling as to why she is not having the success 
she expected. So I said okay, when you have been 
at this hospital and it is a small general practice with 
a general practioner were you expecting on any level  
after being there that you are getting specialty quality 
medicine? And she looked at me and said no. So I 
said have realistic expectations. If it is really import-
ant to you to get good quality semen stored on your 
dog do you think that the dog breeder with a truck at 
the show is going to give you that? If your dog has 
great quality semen and they don’t screw it up then 
it’s going to be okay. But they don’t have the level of 
knowledge, experience or expertise and I think it is 
unrealistic for dog breeders to expect that.

Keep track of your results for example while Coach 
was alive his frozen semen was used 11 times. 

That was only because some people wanted frozen 
instead of fresh chilled. And it became very obvious 
to me what it took, what the results were like and 
what people could do to get the best quality results 
because we kept track of that. He had 100% success 
rates with his frozen semen so what did we want, pret-
ty good quality frozen semen. I could then tell people 
that forever and ever. We saw a distinct increase in 
litter size when we did surgical insemination and did 
LH testing rather than estimating with progesterone so 
that is also something I could share with people. So 
it’s a nice idea to keep track of that.

I will have clients come in and they want to use a 
certain stud dog and chilled semen but the stud owner 
has told them that they haven’t had any success un-
less it was a surgical insemination. And I say OK, that 
is good for us to know right off the bat so that we can 
go ahead and plan accordingly. If they hadn’t shared 
this then we might be struggling to get that bitch preg-
nant. 

So just like semen analysis there are times when 
semen smiles upon us and here is the kind of informa-
tion you want from the sperm bank. 

This happens to be my dog’s frozen semen invento-
ried with me and everyone of my clients who freezes 
semen with me, this is what they get. The collections 
are listed by date of collection, the number of straws 
stored and there is a pretty big variation and that is 
because some of it has been used so for a particular 
date we may have started with 15 straws but there are 
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only 2 left. And it is very clear the number of sperm 
per straw and it is very clear what the post motility is 
and the percent forward progression, the minimum 
number of straws that I recommend using and then 
the number of inseminations stored. So if someone is 
interested in using his sperm, that veterinarian on the 
other end can say we want 200.000.000 and now they 
can know exactly what they are getting. There is no 
guess work. It is very clear and that will never change.

Sometimes we use a particular dog’s semen and the 
insemination tells us this is not an insemination dose 
this is just telling us tail function and that is what mo-
tility is and there’s a whole lot more to fertility than just 
tail function so we can start with the minimum fertility 
dose and nobody gets pregnant, we double it and get 
good results. Since we know exactly what is in each 
straw we can easily keep track of it. 

I have worked with some dogs and we use the min-
imum fertility dose and we get a huge litter and the 
next time we get none. So they thought they had four 
inseminations stored they had five because that dog’s 
frozen semen has very high fertility. If you don’t have 
that information then it is very difficult to use it with an 
evidence based approach. So that is an example of 
sperm smiling at you and now an example of unhappy 
sperm. 

This is a copy of a report I got for a dog’s frozen 
semen. It has nice numbers and stuff but look at the 
dog’s total sperm count. It is 1,212,000,000 sperm. 

Virtually impossible. What are the chances that this 
person knew what they were doing? We asked how 
often do you get sperm counts this high and they said 
all the time. Not unusual, this is not unusual. This is 
my life in today’s world. 

This is another one that I got. They had a little form 
and the form doesn’t ask a lot. One place to tell us a 
lot like speed of progression really quality of progres-
sion is more important than speed, if they are swim-
ming backwards we really aren’t happy. No sperm 
numbers, we really have no idea of how many sperm 
they intended to send us because it is nowhere on this 
form but the only thing they said was 65%. Very diffi-
cult for me to advise my client of what is the likelihood 
that they should use this and this was from a repro vet. 

One major sperm bank and there is nobody involved 
in this company but they have franchises all over the 
place and breeders use a lot and there is nobody in 
this company that has any sort of advanced training 
whatsoever.  

The head of this company has an undergraduate 
degree in biology. So no advanced training in repro-
duction or sperm physiology at all. Above are some 
quotes from their paperwork. So apart from the bad 
english this is totally false. Every study that has been 
done shows the more sperm numbers increase con-
ception rate. Where did they get that? I don’t know. 
It doesn’t even make sense. Another quote from one 
of my clients whose owner of the stud dog said that I 
don’t know anything about it, they just send a breed-
ing unit. So she actually corresponded with the sperm 
bank and this was their answer, “the sperm # packag-
ing varies depending on the dog breed and the sperm 
quality/quantity and is trade secret.” So basically we 
are not going to tell you what you are going to get.  
And the next one is don’t keep the thawed semen in 
the water bath for longer than 5 minutes. If AI is going 
to take longer than 5 minutes, remove....And place 
at room temperature. Now a water bath is at a dog’s 
physiologic body temperature so what they are even-
tually saying is the dog’s semen is going to die in the 
bitch because if you leave it at that temperature, it is 
going to die. This is the kind of stuff that you guys get 
sucked into. Why am I harping on this? Because I am 
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that because everybody is a popular repro vet is good. 
The other thing is that I don’t recommend anyone but 
me. What I try to do is because I can’t control what 
they do, what I can tell you is information to help you 
uncover if this person is going to do things the way 
you want them done. I am trying to arm you with the 
information that you need so that you can make those 
decisions yourself. I know that’s not what you wanted 
to hear. The problem of inadequate specification when 
you go to the sperm bank, look lady, you are the one 
that asked for a famous movie star with dark hair, a 
strong nose and deep set eyes. 

Insemination techniques - so somebody asked me 
that earlier. So if you see the top of the slide, the long 
things coming down from the ovaries are the uterine 
horns, do you see where the uterine horns meet? 
That is the uterine body. And just under the uterine 
body is the cervix. And that is only half way down the 
slide, the bottom of the slide is the vagina and vulva. 
So in a natural tie the dog’s penis is in the vagina 
near the cervix and that is where the sperm is 

deposited. In a properly done vaginal AI with some-
one who knows what they are doing that is where the 
semen is going to be placed. Then the sperm gets 
into the cervix and the short uterine body and up the 
long uterine horns into the oviducts which is where the 
horns meet the ovaries and that’s where conception 
takes place. That’s what nature intended.

With a transcervical insemination  the semen gets 
through the cervix but you can see that the cervix is 
long so it holds the catheter in a straight line so you 
can’t thread that catheter up into the uterine horn, 
it’s impossible. So the placement of the sperm is in 
the uterine body so it is not that much further than 
a properly done vaginal insemination so it gets past 
the cervix but not very close to where conception 
takes place. So those sperm still need to traverse 
those uterine horns up into the oviducts. In addition 
the uterine body is very small and the uterus is very 
muscular and has a lot of resistance. So if you try to 
put a normal amount of sperm into the uterine body 
with a transcervical there is so much resistance in 
the horns that it is all going to come back through the 
cervix into the vagina. So there are a lot of limitations 
to what you achieve with a transcervical and when it 
is achievable. You need to have a lot of motile sperm 
in a very small volume which isn’t always easy to do 
and you need to have sperm that is going to travel the 
rest of the way into the uterine horns. So there is no 
proven advantage to a transcervical over a vaginal AI. 
It is popular but there is not one study that has proven 
that it has an advantage when dealing with compro-
mised sperm. There are studies that show there is a 
huge advantage when dealing with compromised fer-
tility to do surgical. There is a huge advantage when 
you can place semen right at the ends of the horns 
very close to the oviducts. This is the reason why so 
much of the time that I know so many stud owners as 
part of their requirement say you must use this frozen 
semen from my long dead stud dog with surgical AI. 
And the Europeans have been doing transcervical AI 
for much longer than we have because they don’t like 
elective surgery. And they are now asking for three 
times the insemination doses that we do because that 
is what they have found over the years is what they 
need to have success with transcervical on a routine 
basis. Now there are some stud dogs that have great 
sperm and it is going to work anyway. As an aside, I 
did a study many years ago with vaginal insemination 
and frozen semen and we had a 70% success rate 
with good litter size which is about as good as you 
are going to get anywhere and that was with vaginal 
insemination and we used a lot of sperm.
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they are already susceptible and you are introducing 
bacteria and the cervix’s job is to keep bacteria and 
debris out of the uterus. So when you take a catheter 
and drag it through the cervix you are dragging bacte-
ria bypassing the bitch’s own natural defense mech-
anism into the uterus and you have to rely upon the 
bitch’s flora to kill it. Most bitches can handle that just 
fine but older bitches we just don’t know about be-
cause they are already susceptible, we just don’t think 
it is a great idea. There is just a lot that hasn’t been 
studied so it isn’t known. And unfortunately one of the 
things about the field of small animal reproduction 
is that there is very little good quality research being 
done so techniques and treatments just pop into the 
mainstream with almost no good medical evidence to 
back it up. And it’s kind of like learn as you go along 
and then change what you are doing which isn’t the 
greatest way to approach medicine.

Most of the time when we are using frozen semen 
people are not making those kinds of numbers avail-
able to us. So the vast majority of frozen semen 
breedings we do are going to give the minimal se-
men. It most reliably maximizes the results we want 
to achieve with a wide variety of dog’s frozen semen. 
And a wide variety of bitches. 

There are so many variables in the breeding process 
that we never know. Remember I started working with 
a veterinary radiologist and we have ultra sounded 
a lot of bitches that have come from elsewhere and 
we do a pregnancy check or they come to me for 
fertility diagnosis and we are seeing on ultrasound an 
increase in inflammation of the cervix. There aren’t 
enough numbers for us to know how significant this 
is but it looks very suspicious. One of the things we 
know from other species is cervical incompetence is 
a major cause of infertility in species in which they 
routinely put things through the cervix such as horses. 
We 
don’t know how significant that is with the dog be-
cause we don’t do it enough. There is also the 
question what age is the bitch, I don’t recommend a 

Offspring, what is the stud owner’s responsibility? 
Well we know it always take two and when there is a 
problem the bitch owner always blames the stud dog.  
We know that already. When you accept a breeding, 
and I feel very strongly about this is that it is 1/2 the 
quality of the bitch and 1/2 the quality of her owner. 
because your dog produced those puppies and I 
take that very seriously and I feel a responsibility that 
those puppies have a good home and future breed-
ings with my stud dog’s offspring is for the betterment 
of the breed. It may be the greatest bitch in the world 
but if the bitch owner is not going to be responsible 
I am not going to let her breed to my dog because 
I don’t have the time, effort or inclination to stay on 
top of all of those puppies. But when you do produce 
good puppies and everyone is thrilled, it is all worth it.

Okay, so let’s talk about some examples of really 
good breeding management. These are two West-
ies whose owners happen to be here tonight. And 
we had very happy information about this breeding 
last week and I asked them if I could present this 
because it is such a good story with their permis-
sion and they said of course. Stasha is a bitch that 
was imported from Poland and she is very important 
because of her pedigree and she as an individual 
brought some qualities that are missing in this breed 
in this country.  Stasha’s breeder is a very success-
ful breeder but breeds sparingly with quality only to 
be number one Westie and number three Terrier, 
national specialty winner, etc. So she takes this very 
seriously and has a very keen plan in mind. She 
wanted to breed Stasha who is young to Mackee who 
unfortunately is getting older. Mackee hadn’t been 
bred but as happens a lot with a breeding program it 
becomes a dream and Stasha’s owner said that now 
that I know a lot more about her Mackee is the per-
fect dog to breed her to. So we tried to freeze semen 
from Mackee and even though he had never been 
bred or collected he was pretty cooperative. Unfortu-
nately he had a lot of abnormalities in his semen due 
to age that we were not going to be able to improve 
so we were not going to be able to get decent quality 
frozen semen from him so it wasn’t even worth it. The 
success of his fresh semen was even questionable. 
Even though the plan was not to breed Sasha right 
away I talked to the owners and encouraged them to 
try on Stasha’s next cycle because Mackee’s semen 
was only going to get worse, not better.

It took some doing because of scheduling issues 
but our plan was to try to maximize whatever viable 
semen he had and the best way to do that is with 
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perfect ovulation timing. Because if his semen is not 
going to live more than a day which is pretty common  
with poor quality semen, if we identify her fertile period 
exactly and breed exactly during her fertile period then 
we aren’t going to ask that semen to wait for a couple 
of days until her eggs are ready. Certainly we could 
have done transcervical or surgical insemination. 
On this breeding we decided to try perfect ovulation 
timing and the other thing is I did see an improvement 
with his semen with an extender so we decided to do 
three regular vaginal inseminations on days 4,5 and 6 
post LH surge which are the days of her fertile period 
and see what happens. And that’s what we did. No 
special procedures, just basic good timing and AI’s.
She was just ultra sounded and four puppies.

How not to manage a stud dog. Don’t hide anything, 
don’t lie, it is going to come out. There is no shame 
in your stud dog having health issues, fertility issues 
or producing puppies with problems. If you live long 
enough and breed long enough you are going to 
produce puppies with problems. And the difference 
between a good breeder and a bad breeder is how 
you handle them. One of the biggest things I see as a 

problem is stud owners who think they know more 
than they do and come up with all kinds of ways to 
manage a breeding that don’t make sense so be 
open to learning, we all can keep learning. 

This is an example of how not to manage a stud dog 
and this is my own bitch, Bebe, and as an aside I 
believe Golden Retrievers aren’t just how they look 
but how they think, how they run, they are working 
gun dogs and I have dogs that are Champion Master 
Hunters. Bebe has two 5 point specialty majors, 4 
point major on a specialty weekend and just entered 
her first Master Hunter test and passed it on her first 
weekend which is a big deal and is now allowed to 
enter the upland test which is for Spaniels because 
Golden Retrievers are supposed to be versatile so we 
entered and she passed her four junior legs straight 
in a row and passed her first senior test. So I hap-
pened to choose this dog because he is a Master 
Hunter and I happened to see him at the National 
Specialty and liked this dog and acquired with the 
owner about using him. According to the owner he 
had never been used before with chilled semen and 
with my schedule I really couldn’t drive to Illinois. 
So when I received the semen for the first try the 
package was mislabeled and her semen went to 
Connecticut and the semen that was supposed to go 
to Connecticut came to me. We didn’t get the semen 
until four days later blah, blah, blah. So I wanted to 
repeat the breeding on her next cycle. So this woman 
structures her breeding contract that I pay a $250 
breeding fee which was non-refundable and nothing 
else if there are no puppies. And what I learned was 
that sounds really good if you think you are not going 
to get puppies and it also wasn’t worth it to her to go 
out of her way because it was only $250 so I learned 
that the hard way. So the next time Bebe came into 
season I decided I  was going to drive there so I con-
tacted her and she said OK. This time the dog was 
out with a field trainer who happens to be living with a 
young reproductive specialist who has Goldens and 
I happen to know pretty well. She said that we will do 
everything to get this breeding to happen and I timed 
Bebe perfectly and we were getting ready to drive out 
there and I said to the boyfriend who was the field 
trainer does she have a microscope at home because 
this was a Sunday and he said no so I said okay I will 
bring mine with me because the first breeding was to 
be the next day. And in the next couple of hours I get 
an email from the stud owner saying how dare you 
think you could look at my dog’s semen. So I thought 
that was a little unusual. Well I told her of course I 
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was going to use the semen and if it wasn’t any good 
I was going to go home and try to salvage the breed-
ing. To make a long story short she just continued to 
refuse so I didn’t do the breeding. What I found out 
later was that his semen quality wasn’t very good and 
guess what? People are going to know because you 
really can’t keep it a secret. This is how not to be a 
stud owner. But guess what you always find out and if 
you have Wheaten Terriers you probably do. 

Question:  Is there anyway to check for eggs and their 
health?  Answer: No. Unfortunately there isn’t, we 
really can’t see the eggs, we can see the ovaries with 
a really high quality ultrasound but it is very difficult 
to find the ovaries, most people can’t find them. Most 
of the ultrasound reports I get from elsewhere even 
though done by a radiologist will say ovaries not 
visualized. And if they can find them they need to be 
able to recognize normal from abnormal and good 
quality ultrasound is very difficult. So the vast majority 
of ultrasounds being done by general practioners and 
internists are not really diagnostic ultrasounds. It is 
easy to see puppies, it’s one of the easiest things to 
see. You can see the heartbeat in the abdomen it is 
either a viable fetus or an alien, The only thing you

can really do is to get a really good quality diagnostic 
ultrasound to look for normal ovaries. Most of the time 
when the ovaries look normal we assume that there 
will be normal eggs. Is that 100%? Absolutely not. Re-
member that the first thing I said today is that we are 
dealing with a species that has a very high efficiency 
of reproduction? There aren’t that many infertile dogs. 
Does that mean that they all are fertile? No. 

Question: Do I ever recommend a chemical induction 
of another cycle? Answer: absolutely not. Any kind 
of chemical induction of a bitch has horrible success 
rates. Really, really poor. It is easy to induce a cycle 
but very hard to induce a fertile cycle. The vast ma-
jority of induced cycles are not fertile. Now you have 
to wait even longer and you have to worry about how 
much that hormonal manipulation negatively affected 
fertility because it does. Does that mean that it never 
works? No, but you have to go by the true evidence 
and remember you can’t go by blind squirrel finding a 
nut once in a while. So the worst thing is an induced 
estrus once and got a big litter so I’m going to do this 
with everybody. And we see a lot of that but when 
statistics are looked at is really very poor. So in my 
opinion estrus induction should be the last resort. 

Anything else? No, well thank you.
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MUSINGS FROM YOUR DATABASE ADMINISTRATOR
KATHY MCINDOE - PAISLEY WHEATENS

As the System Administrator for the SCWT Health and 
Pedigree Database, I spend several hours most days 
working on it in some way or another.  And while I do 
it, I have thoughts about what I’m doing and what I’m 
seeing.  Some are amusing, some are frustrating, and 
quite often they’re instructive.  We at the Endowment 
thought it might be interesting to share them, so occa-
sionally you’ll be hearing from me.

Before I start, I’d like to introduce myself, because 
there are a lot of Wheaten folk whom I don’t know 
these days and who don’t know me.  I got my first 
Wheaten in 1982 and exhibited and bred until 2013 
under the Paisley affix and still have one Wheaten.  
I got my first Lakeland Terrier in 1992 and I’m still 
breeding and showing them.  But before I started in 
dogs, I graduated from college with a BA in French, 
which was fairly useless.  I thought I wanted to teach, 
mostly because I loved academia, but after a year 
of grad school with a teaching fellowship, I realized 
teaching was not for me.  I then decided that the next 
best way to never leave academia was to become a 

I do love libraries and information and halfway through 
my master’s degree, I realized I wanted to be a seri-
als librarian, which, if you know any librarians, would 
tell you that means my mind works in odd ways and 
that I truly love a puzzle.  Unfortunately, at the time 
I received my MLS, there was a glut of overqualified 
librarians and I couldn’t find a job, so I started doing 
dogs.  I was grooming and pet sitting and eventually I 
owned my own boarding kennel/grooming shop.

That was about the same time I started showing and 
breeding Wheatens.  It has been my curse as a breed-
er, and still is, to always have more dogs than bitches, 
but at least my boys were pretty.  You may find a few 
of them in your pedigrees if you go back far enough.  
When I started I did all I could to learn about Wheat-
ens: what makes good ones and what their pedigrees 
were.  I used to read the pedigrees in the Terrier Type 
Stud Dog issue.  AKC used to produce a book of show 
results and new titles each month, which I got with the 
Stud Book and my subscription to the Gazette, and I 
read all of that, at least the parts pertaining to Wheat-
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 and I read all of that, at least the parts pertaining 
to Wheatens, and, honestly, it was like reading the 
phone book. But I studied and learned about dogs I’d 
never seen or would see and I talked to people who 
had seen those dogs and generally made a pest of 
myself.

Fast forward 30 years or so and the Endowment 
bought a health and pedigree database created by 
a Bernese Mountain dog breeder and used by the 
Berner-Garde Foundation. Several people undertook 
the effort of getting this new database off the ground 
and it wouldn’t have been possible without San Jef-
fries and her personal database. I was brought on in 
2013 to help with data input, which was a natural fit 
as I’d managed the stud dog section of the SCWTCA 
website for about 10 years. That went on for a few 
years until only San and I were left, at which time 
Carol Carlson asked me to take over the project. I was 
thrilled because I can’t even tell you how much I love 
this database. I would have killed to have had it when 
I was breeding Wheatens and I would kill to have it 
for my Lakelands now. It has so much potential for 
breeders, even though its primary purpose is to aid 
health researchers. You can see pedigrees; you can 
see progeny; you can see physical attributes; you can 
create trial pedigrees, you can search by a variety of 
criteria, and so much more. It’s so easy and so fasci-
nating. And did I mention there are pictures?

We’ve had a great team of people working on the 

Database over the years. We’re constantly making 
changes to it as we see a need, things like adding
fields for rescues and frozen semen ownership. Many 
people have been very generous sharing with us in-
formation about their dogs and photos. San Jeffries is 
in charge of European dogs. Susan Ratliffe’s husband 
Art Miller does a variety of special projects for us.  
There are other people who are always soliciting infor-
mation and photos, because we never have enough.  
I do North American dogs, OFA quarterly reports, 
health records, day-to-day maintenance, troubleshoot-
ing, basically whatever needs doing.

I’m still learning. All kinds of things about the dogs and 
their people. I see mistakes I made as a breeder and 
mistakes other people made and are still making.  I 
see patterns. I see things that make me laugh (my fa-
vorite registered name will forever be Louise Was Not 
Half Bad, #64226). I see things that make me roll my 
eyes and wonder what people were thinking. I’m going 
to share some of those things with you. I was planning 
to talk about registration mistakes for this issue - I can 
go on forever on that - but this has run on too long, so 
I’ll save it for next time…except for one thing: proof-
read, please.

And one other thing. If you have any questions or 
problems, please tell me. If you find mistakes, - and 
they are there, because we all make them - tell me. 
You can email me at comments@scwtdb.org or you 
can phone me. 
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