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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

A world without dog shows is a strange one indeed.
Slowly, in a few areas of the country, people are gath-
ered for conformation shows, agility trials and other
performance events. Rules are prevalent and spec-
tators are few. Here’s to hoping that 2021 will return
us to the normalcy of the past and we can congregate
together once again. In the meantime, we are planning
a couple of virtual events.

Plans for the virtual Annual Meeting are underway.
The Invitation to join and register for the Zoom meet-
ing has been sent. Those registered by October 1st
will be eligible for prize drawings held during the meet-
ing. Reports, normally distributed during the in-person
annual meeting, will be attached to the Zoom meet-
ing. While we can’t enjoy the camaraderie we usually
share, we can take some time to celebrate our dogs.

Speaking of dogs - puppies! - our virtual Sweep-
stakes event - is coming soon. You can download an
entry form at www.scwtca.org. Classes will include
any AKC registered non-champion Wheaten Terrier
in the following divisions: 4-6 months; 6-9 months;
9-12 months; 12-15 months; and 15-18 months. Of
course, these will be divided by male and female.
The judges are Sue Goldberg, Laura King and Neil
O’Sullivan. Each puppy owner will submit a no longer
than two-minute video of the puppy, showing both
down-and-back movement and side gait. Each judge
will have a separate score sheet, and placements will
be determined by the total number of points awarded
each dog. Ribbons will be given to first-fourth place in
each class and rosettes given to the Best in Sweeps
and the Best of Opposite in Sweeps winners. The
entry fee is $20 per pup, with the proceeds going to
our National Specialty fund. Once your entry is
received you will be sent an armband number as well
as you will receive instructions on how to make and
upload your video. All entries’ videos will be available
on a dedicated Facebook page once entry fees are
received. Brush those puppies and run them around
on a show lead, so we can all see the future of our
breed. Entries close on October 12, 2020 and winners
will be announced on December 1, 2020.

After months and months of hard work, our new
SCWTCA website has been launched. The site is
wonderfully organized and is quite easy to navigate.

After months and months of hard work, our new SCWT-
CA website has been launched. The site is wonderfully
organized and is quite easy to navigate. Instructions
for accessing the Members-Only section were sent via
Discuss, so if you haven't created your own password
yet, go to Discuss to see how to do so. Currently only a
quarter of the members have created new passwords,
so please do so now. Take some time to look at the
new website and see all the resources that are avail-
able. Huge congratulations to Robyn Alexander and
Julie Burdick who worked tirelessly on this project. Fur-
ther thanks to go Anna Marzolino and Pam Mandeville
who contributed as well. The 2018 SCWTCA Board got
the ball rolling with acquiring quotes and by encourag-
ing the change. The 2019 Board approved the motion
and the expenses, and the 2020 Board supported the
completion of the project. What an amazing accom-
plishment!!!

Speaking of thanks, ours go to Bruce and Sue Peters
who have served as Sweepstakes Coordinators at our
National Specialty for nearly 10 years. We have grown
accustomed to their smiling faces ringside and their
flawless management of the event. Luckily, they have
provided us with a detailed timeline of the process for
Sweeps, which will greatly help Mary Yourich, who has
graciously agreed to step into the position. Another
round of applause goes to Mary Ann Curtis. While she
retired as club Treasurer, Mary Ann has continued to
maintain and update the club’s Directory and has pro-
vided labels whenever they are needed. Going forward,
Julie Burdick will manage the directory online through
the database and Karen Bilda will be responsible for
the annual printing. It is volunteers like these who make
the club run well. Thank you again!

‘Mo[[_y O’Connell
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FROM THE EDITOR

The best laid plans for some reason can always find a
way to go awry. This issue was ready to be produced
by the October 1st deadline but as luck would have it

| had to take a day off and travel from Myrtle Beach to
Charleston, SC to have my monthly Oncologist check-
up. | made the 2 hour and 45 minute drive no problem
and went to have my bloodwork done and then off to
do a virtual meeting with my oncologist. Meeting went
off without a hitch but they didn’t have all of my blood
tests results during the video meeting.

| figured | was done and checked out and went to the
parking garage to make the long trip back home. | had
just paid the garage and my phone was going crazy.

| was told to head to the Cardiac Emergency Room
as my blood results were showing | was heading for
cardiac arrest. Checked iinto the ER and they ran a
bunch of tests and placed me in intensive care for two
days. They pumped me full of fluids to no avail and
two days later | was moved to a regular room because
they felt | was out of immediate danger. Still more
blood tests and fluids. Each day they said maybe |
could go home the next day. Understand that | left

my dogs at home alone and only planned to be gone
for a matter of hours. | had nothing | needed with me.
Finally, five days later they let me go home and now it
is a matter of finishing this issue to get off to the
proorfreaders and then printer.

My apologies that this issue is late. | guess it is a good
thing that MCKC was not held this year as | would
have been in PA with no one to watch my dogs while
in the hospital. Wouldn’t have been the first time |
would have missed MCKC as it seems this weekend
is one when | always end up in the hospital.

Now that the issue has come together there are some
very interesting articles that | hope piques your i
nterest.

| owe a thank you to Pam Mandeville for her Devil’s
Advocate column. It is always thought provoking and
not always popular based upon what side of the table
you are sitting on. Sometimes the truth of the matter
can be difficult.

Sue Goldberg and her AKC MarketPlace team have
accomplished so much in regards to their work to
correct and improve the AKC MarketPlace for puppy
listings. Be sure to check out the newsflash at the end
of the article.

Thank you to Kate Heller for sharing her experience
showing during the Pandemic and to Liz Jamiolkowski
for letting us into how she raised and placed a litter
during the Pandemic.

Wheaten Health News has timely information on
medicating the pregnant and lactating bitch along with
a cost comparison for various medications.

Susan Jacobsen did a recap of the PennGen health
testing so that it is easier to understand.

Dorice Stancher contributed a training column on
training in place and Cynthia Hollis writes about
training the owner and not the pup.

Joyce Rienzo who is both an AKC Rally Judge and
AKC Farm Dog Certified contributed an article on
“‘Does Your Wheaten Have What It Takes To Be A
Farm Dog?”

There are also two AKC press releases - one on the
expansion of the Rally at home progam and the
second one on teaching Puppy Manners at home.

Thank you for your continued support. Suggestions
are always welcome. Advertising adds to the issue so
start planning on your next ad for December.

Stay healthy and love your Wheatens.

‘J—(offy Cmig

Cuileann Wheatens

OCTOBER COVER CREDIT

This adorable pup is Kylie, CH MACH5 PACH2 Heir-
loom Truly Irresistible RN MXB3 MJB3 MXP7 MXPS
MJP7 MJPG PAX2 OF.

She was bred by Patrice Chevalier and Bob Bergman,
owned by John Unruh.

Kylies crossed the rainbow bridge earlier this year at
17 years old
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SUBSCRIPTION RATES

SCWTCA members USA $25/year
Canada and Overseas Members $35/year
Non-SCWTCA members USA $35/year
Non-SCWTCA members Canada $45/year

and Overseas US funds

The link to Benchmarks online is sent to all AKC approved
and provisional SCWT Judges. Benchmarks is sent to
judges requesting a subscription, free of charge.

Articles and letters closing date for December, 2020
issue: November 15th.

Advertising Rates

Full Page/B&W in print: $50
Full Page/Color in print: $75
Centerfold 2 page spread/Color in print: $200

Ads may be sent via email, photos 300 dpi (300 kb), jpeg
format. Original photos sent to Designer, will be returned.
No commercial advertising. Only photos with un-retouched
dogs accepted. Limit health references to hip and eyes
and/or “health testing current and shared upon request”.
Ads accepted from club members only. ONLY CLUB
MEMBERS’ PAYMENT ACCEPTED for ads of co-owned/
co-bred dogs.

Send advertising to Helen Fraguela, fraguela@aol.com
If copy and photos are submitted by due date, draft layouts
will be provided for review/edits.

Advertising payment can be made through PayPal at
orders@scwtca.org or by check made out to SCWTCA and
sent to Treasurer.

Birthdays/Celebrating Long Life:
13 yr b’day/dogs deceased after 13 plus years

Benchmarks Editor:
Holly Craig, hollycraig@mac.com

Advertising:
Helen Fraguela, fraguela@aol,com

Benchmarks is the official quarterly publication of the
SCWTCA, Inc. The opinions expressed in articles contained
herein are those of the authors and not necessarily those of
the editor or the Officers and Directors of the Club.
The editor reserves the right to reasonably edit all material
submitted for publication. Comments, suggestions, and
expressions of opinion are always welcome. Original
articles may be reprinted with permission of the editor.
For Benchmarks subscriptions contact: Cindy Jansen
jansenc@outlook.com

Club Publications

Make checks payable to SCWTCA, Inc. ONLY US FUNDS
WILL BE ACCEPTED.

Members Non-members

Owner’s Manual $11 $15
Benchmarks (Single Issue) $9 $10
Grooming Chart $5 $7
Pet Grooming DVD $25

Pet Grooming Pamphlet $4 $7
lllustrated Standard $12 $20
Super-Saver Pack $40 $40

Multiple copies at discounted prices available to club
members only. Non-USA prices, see website. Publications
and pricing outside the US contact: Kayce Healy
publications@scwtca.org

Yearbooks

For availability on1988 - 2018 yearbooks and pricing visit
http://www.scwtca.org/shop/#yearbook. Or contact Cindy
Shea, eringlo@yahoo.com

SCWTCA Contacts

Membership Packet - Susan McGee = membership@

scwtca.org

nbtrigocybermesa.com
health@scwtca.org
specialty@scwtca.org
subscribe@scwtca.org
directory@scwtca.org
web@scwtca.org
board@scwtca.org
http://www.offa.org

Rescue - Nancy Butler
Health - Susan Jacobson
2021 MCKC
Benchmark Issues - Cindy Jansen
Directory Updates
Webmaster - Robyn Alexander
Board of Directors
OFA/CERF Database
Donations

All club donations may be sent to Treasurer: Connie
Koehler, SCWTCA Treasurer, 28039 Calzada Dr., Rancho
Palos Verdes, CA 90275.. Checks should be made payable
to SCWTCA, Inc., drawn on US accounts or with an
international money order in US funds.

Tax deductible donations by check for Wheaten Health may
be made payable to SCWTCA Endowment, Inc. (a 501(c)
(3) non profit, fully deductible for IRS purposes) and sent to:
Toni Vincent, SCWTCA Endowment/Treasurer, 3825 132nd
Avenue NE, Bellevue, WA 98005-1303
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY SENIORSII

CH Orion Trebol Hot On The Leader Board BN RE
AX AXJ AXP OJP OF, “TIGER”
DOB: 7/7/2007
Sire: CH Trebol Labour Leader
Dam: CH Acacia’s Some Like It Hot CD RN OA OAJ
OAP OJP
Breeders/Owners: Betsy R. Geertson & Willie Rueda

Tiger was born at my house, second litter from our
foundation bitch, Cali. | knew | wanted to keep a
puppy

and since | already had Dylan from Cali’s first litter, a
female would be the best choice. But of course, the
the male puppy was the obvious pick. | kept him with
the thought that if | had to separate the boys at some
point, | could do that. In all the years that the boys
lived together, there never was a cross word between
them.

Tiger won Sweeps in 2008 at Montgomery, a
huge thrill for us. His Irish coat never looked better
than it did that day. He finished his Championship
and sired a couple of litters.

Then it was on to Performance Events for us.

He was SCWTCA'’S Obedience Dog of the Year
back when Beginner Novice was still part of that
award, but Obedience was definitely not his name
thing. We did Agility and Rally for a few years. He did
well in agility until he decided that AKC'’s idea of 12
weave poles was just silly, so he did 10. After a year
of not qualifying, | decided he needed to retire.

He is happily retired now, getting pretty deaf, sleep-
ing a lot, but still always ready for a walk and never
misses a meal.

Amaden’s Look At Me, “SANDRA DEFE”
DOB; 7/14/2006
Sire: CH Brandan O’Kellly Von Der Schonen Lausit
Dam: CH Amaden’s Dear Abby
Breeder: Emily J. Holden
Owner: Donna Smith

Sandra Dee is truly a survivor. She moved with me
from Pennsylvania to South Carolina and Georgia
but now is in her forever home with my cousin Donna
Smith just seven miles from my home in Pennsylva-
nia. Donna adores her and takes wonderful care of
her. Sandra survived hemorrhagic spleen cancer at
13. This picture was taken in August of 2020 at her
stylist’s salon.

Her nine children from two litters are all on the East
coast and some check in regularly. Sandra chose

not to be a show dog after an unfortunate accident

at a boarding kennel left her wary of most dogs but
she dearly loves her man, Toby, Amaden’s Toby

Too. They are two of the best known dogs in town be-
cause Donna walks them each for at least a mile each
day! Sandra doesn’t know that she is a senior. We
keep it a secret!

Official Publication of the Soft Coated Wheaten Gerrier Club of America, Inc Volume 48 Number 3, October 2020

9



HAPPY BIRTHDAY SENIORS
CONTINUED

Kajun Kenzie CDX RA NAJ NF RATS BCAT,
“KENZIE”
DOB: 10/25/2007
Sire: Big Oaks Dallas
Dam: Kayo’s Shea of Rivendell
Breeder: Kathy Johnson
Owner: Sandy Settoon

Happy Birthday to my sweet baby girl! | can’t believe
you’re 13 already! You were a great introduction to
the breed for me. | love your silliness and how you
still will revert from an adult to a puppy sometimes
and run zoomies in the yard. You earned the nick-
name “Grouchy Old Lady” because you feel you have
to share your opinion with everyone about everything
and you ALWAYS have to have the last word!

We’ve had a lot of fun learning to compete in vari-

ous performance events. Even now you love running
Fast Cats just for the joy of running and | love seeing
the smile on your face as you do it! You are always
willing to try anything | asked. As long as you were
with me you didn’t care where we were going or what
we were doing! | love you baby girl and hope we have
many more years together!

Vanbeard’s Zoey, “ZOEY”
DOB: 11/11/2004
Sire: Vanbeard’s Alex
Dam: Vanbeard’s Bahrion Bodicea
Breeders: Kathy Ostrander-Bowers & Susan
Ostrander
Owners: Gene and Katey Tyron

Zoey is our third Soft Coated Wheaten Terrier but the
first with the Irish coat. It has made a difference, since
we are not daily brushers! Zoey is a Wisconsin girl;
from Vanbeard breeders. | think daughter Kathy is still
breeding Wheatens. Zoey sleeps a lot these days and
Bright Minds dog food has helped her out. She sitill,
on occasion, will beat my husband up the stairs in their
nightly race. Of course, treats are a powerful
motivator! The attached picture is from a trip to the
Florida Keys in March. She loves the water! Zoey can’t
hear too well and has some arthritis but is happy and
has a great sense of smell.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY SENIORS CONTINUED

GCH Bonney Woodland Sprite, “Sprite”
DOB 6/15/2007
Sire: CH Marquees Trick Question
Dam: CH Bonney Marchael Sorceress
Owners: Abby & Thomas Kahn & Bonney Snyder
Breeder: Bonita F. Snyder

Sprite has been a wonderful little lady and had a litter
five little guys. She gives us great pleasure every day
and is always very cheerful, affectionate and bossy!
of five little guys. She gives us great pleasure every
day!

CH Claddagh’s Man In Uniform CFD, “S.D. COOPER”
DOB: 5/28/2007 (Litter of 9 and all still thriving)
Sire: CH Westridge Back to Waterford
Dam: Claddagh’s Once Ina Blue Moon
Breeders/Owners: Karla & Jim Cohen

Cooper has always been the gentlest of spirits. He is
quiet, loving, compliant and a total homebody. We de-
cided when he was a puppy that we were going to take
him everywhere and have him experience everything
but he was always happiest at home. As soon as he
got home from each new adventure he did crazy loops
and barked with joy! He loved his mother, “Hope”, and
walked around the house with her tail in his mouth. He
showed in conformation and became a champion early
in his life and impressed me by becoming a Certified
Farm Dog at 12 years of age.

Somehow Cooper became responsible for sending

out silly emails to litter mates and friends under the
name of SD Cooper. Snow SD could stand for what-
ever the note was trying to communicate - Sympathy
Dog, Spooky Dog, Serious Dog, Dad Dog, Sensational
Dog, Shadow Dog, Show Dog, Silly Dog, Sleepy Dog,
Sneaky Dog, Snow Dog, Special Day, Soapy Dog,
Special Election Dog, Soggy Dog, Sophisticated Dog
and many more. Social Director - well you get the idea.
He has quite a sense of humor, enjoys talking to dog
lovers Love our boy!
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY SENIORS CONTINUED

CH Cuilinn 007, “Seacht” Her name is Seacht! Pronounced “Shocked”. She is
DOB: 4/28/2006 my little princess girl born of the James Bond litter.
Sire: CH Choroschie Drusja’s Nijinsky She was the little red girl ,7th born, so she had to be
Dam: CH Acaicia Ferrari Testarossa 007, and Seacht - Irish for 7. Overshadowed by her
Breeder: Holly Million and Barbara Smith brother Bond, she was the one who got the love from
Owner: Holly Million me. The girl who was so outgoing everywhere but the

show ring. She went out with Doug and Mandy
Carlson for 3 weeks to get her show confidence.

In 2008 the gas meter reader left my gate unlocked
and the dogs got out of the yard. Seacht was missing
and | was told she had been hit by a car. | was frantic.
We put signs up everywhere and walked the
neighborhood. It rained every day that week. Finally,
we borrowed an old prison tracking dog from a
training facility and tracked her right to the vacant
house she had been hiding out.

Seacht finished her championship after that harrowing
experience, had 3 litters of puppies. She still sleeps
on the pillow next to my head as she has done for 14
years. She has contributed much to this breed through
her puppies. CH Cuilinn Purple Heart, CH Cuilinn Ace
of Cakes, CH Cuilinn Caislean Dundrum, 7 champion
grandkids, and more great grandkids just starting in
the show ring.
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CELEBRATING LONG LIFE

Amaden’s Vegas, “Vegas”

DOB: 2/23/2006 DOD: 8/2/2020
Sire: CH Amaden’s Duke of Earlecroft
Dam: Amaden’s Color My World
Breeder: Emily Holden
Owners: Chris &. Ron Vincek

Vegas was born in South Carolina but he placed from
a friend’s home in New Jersey. Ron and Cindy were
in love with him the moment they saw him. They gave
Vegas the very best home he could have had. Chris
wrote “ He has given me so much joy and happiness
in my life. Vegas has always been since he was a
puppy really just the perfect dog. He was always well
behaved and friendly to all people and other dogs. He
loved the small kids so much that when the grandkids
came over and, if | tried taking him for walks he would
keep pulling me to go back home to see them.”

“When he was younger we took him to many obedience
training classes and then when | thought he was ready,

just for fun, | took him for a couple of agility courses.
One day near the end of the classes, before the finals,
we were having practice going through the course and

the instructor thought it would be nice to order piz-
zas. This is when they go through and the instructor

thought it would be nice to order pizzas. This is when
they go through the course on their own. Well, Vegas
started through the course and then did a halt by the
door which was next to the section of the room where
the pizza was being held, as that was always his

favorite and we would give him just a little crust
actually but he loved the smell of it). And once as

a puppy, one of the kids dropped a slice and he
snatched it up quick and gobbled it! So he didn’t
win the race that day at the course. But, | am always
proud that the next week which was the class’s final
week, he did win 1st place out of the class of the 5
dogs.the final week.

CH Canopy Road’s Lady Nole, “Lulu”
DOB: 6/19/2004 DOD: 3/9/2020
Sire: Mil Mear’s Best Kept Secret
Dam: Canopy Road’s Calebran Jasmine
Breeders: Dennis & Bonnie Wirth & Frances Anchin
Owners: Bobby & Terrie Brooks & Dennis & Bonnie
Wirth

Lulu spent nearly 16 years with the Brooks, but they
generously shared her with us for dog shows, groom-
ing, when the Brooks were on vacation and when
Lulu had her two litters of pups. Lulu’s first litter.
born on 3/29/2007, was with CH Heirloom’s Truly
Irrepressible (Murphy). They had 6 puppies. Lulu’s
second litter with CH Windisle Medoc (Bjorn) was
born on 5/16/2008. They had 8 puppies, one of whom
the Brooks kept--their third Canopy Road Wheaten!
Lulu was a very sweet and pretty girl who was on
a billboard with her “dad”, Bobby, and a local plas-
tic surgeon. Sadly, not long after Lulu passed, her
“‘mom”, Terrie, passed after a courageous battle with
cancer. Bobby, Dennis and | really miss both of these
precious girls.
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CELEBRATING LONG LIFE CONTINUED

Vanbeard’s Mz. Ziva, “Ziva”
DOB: 5/2007 DOD: 8/2020
Sire: Robins Crest Kindred Spirit
Dam: Vanbeard’s Providence
Breeders: Susan Ostrander & Kathy Ostrander-Bowers
Owners: Polly & Steve Slifer

We nicknamed her Ziva the Diva and she spent her
early years with us and her sister, mother and uncle.
She was an enigma. She hated to be hot, but would not
move away from next to you no matter how hot she got.
She loved attention, but hated having her picture taken.

She loved playing in the snow and had to be dragged
into the house dripping snowballs from her legs. At first,
she didn’t mind dog shows, then decided she hated
them. She would sulk when you cut her hair too short,
but hated being brushed.

Around the age of 4, she decided the hustle and bus-
tle of a household with a lot of dogs, a smart-mouthed
parrot and a cat was a little too much. She retreated to
the bedroom a lot and we re-homed her to where she
would be the only dog.

She became the “Princess” to Polly and Steve. She
got her own bedroom, a huge yard with chipmunks and
squirrels and walks through the neighborhood where
she would greet adoring children, her loyal subjects.
She went on vacation with Polly and Steve, visited their
friends and spent the remainder of her years being
adored and catered to. They loved her so much and
she thrived on their attention.

Raelyn Painter’s Impression, “Casey”
DOB: 5/19/2005 DOD: 9/22/2020
Sire: CH Dundalk The Painter’s Son
Dam: CH Raelyn Singular Sensation
Breeder: Lynn Cone
Owners: Jane & Tom Sapere

Casey was the 4th Wheaten for Jane and Tom Sa-
pere. Casey was the sweetest boy, always had a
happy tail. After Jane lost her husband, Casey was her
constant companion. But old age really caught up with
him towards the end. He was a such fastidious boy, he
hated it when he couldn’t hold it. He will be missed by
all who knew him.
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CELEBRATING LONG LIFE CONTINUED

CH SHANDALEE ROCKETFIRE, “ROXIE”
DOB: 5/17/2004 DOD: 9/12/2020
Sire: CH Bryr Rose Degas
Dam: CH Shandalee Fire Dancer
Breeders/Owners: Sue & Harvey Goldberg

It is with heavy hearts that we are writing to share that
our beautiful Roxie, age 16 1/3, lost her valiant battle
with a formidable foe: inflammatory mammary carci-
noma, a rare, ugly, aggressive, fast-growing cancer.

A Champion in her own right, with only a total of 7 pup-
pies, Roxie produced litters that were small in quantity
but HUGE in quality. She was the dam and granddam
of Champions, Group winners and placers, including
her son, GCH Shandalee Rocket Science (“Max”); her
daughter, GCHG Shandalee Fireworks (“Moxxy”) who
is also a Best in Show winner; and her granddaugh-
ter, GCH Moxxy Shandalee Hello Gorgeous (“Fanny”)
currently the #2 bitch.

Equally important as her contributions to the breed,
Roxie was a treasured member of our family, an exu-
berant, fun, funny, smart, spunky, yet well-mannered
dog, who never failed to remind her visiting children
and grandchildren that she was still in charge.

Everyone who spent any time with Roxie loved her
personality, and every friend who dog-sat for her when
we traveled tried to keep her. She was gorgeous and
healthy till this cancer hit her in July, her beautiful flow-
ing coat still as silky as ever.

She was a presence in our home, and it is eerily quiet
without her. It will take some getting used to to accept
that she is no longer here. Sixteen wonderful years are
still not enough....

KALER AONGHUS OF MICHPA, “Angus”
DOB: 6/9/2007 DOD: 7/9/2020
Sire: CH Lontree 24 Karat of Morningstar
Dam: Kaler Adorable
Breeders: Karen Mueller & Marisa Liscombe
Owner: Helen Knopf

| can’t believe how lucky | was to have this beauti-
ful, sweet boy in my life. From the day | brought him
home, Angus was a “Mama’s Boy”. He followed me
everywhere. As a puppy, his favorite thing was to
hoard (not destroy) things behind the couch. He also
loved to sit on the door of the dishwasher. He was
fast and would move at lightning speed.

Although he was crazy in his youth, he turned out

to be the perfect gentleman as an adult. He was the
entertainment for my guests, a great watchdog, and
the best snuggler ever! He loved to ride in the car,
explore the yard, and lounge on the bed at Montgom-
ery. However, his favorite activity was to visit my first
grade classroom. We dressed him up for all of the
special activities at school. Angus and | even wore
matching pajamas on pajama day! | would drop his
leash and he would go to each classroom to visit. The
whole school knew his name. He was a great ambas-
sador for the breed!

When we “both” retired from education, he was
content to just hang out at home and enjoy the quiet
life with his Wheaten sister Oona and me. Whenever
we would go anywhere (the vet, groomer, obedience
class, etc.) everyone would comment on his great
personality and constant tail wagging. Angus was a
wonderful boy. He will be forever loved and missed.
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THE DEVIL'S ADVOCATE
PAM MANDEVILLE

Banner Wheatens

CELEBRATE GOOD...TIMES?

What does Montgomery mean to you?

Seeing friends? Competing? Watching Wheatens?
Learning about the breed? Never enough time to do it
all? Shopping? Exhaustion? Seeing other breeds?

A number of us would say “all of that!” and we can’t
wait to do it again.

How many of us would also say we would be willing
to pay for someone else to do that if we weren’t doing
it ourselves?

Hmm..maybe we can wait to do it again.

The subject of the cost of our National Specialty
weekend and whether it has made or lost money
over the past few years has been the topic of a lot of
debate. | started with these questions because it's
very easy to shrug off the cost by saying “SCWTCA
has the money and can afford it.” That money comes
from all the members...including those who

don’t go to the National Specialty..and non-members.

All organizations do things not everyone participates
in. That's to be expected. I've heard the argument
it's someone’s choice whether to attend the National
Specialty or not. Of course, it is..and maybe if some-
one else is subsidizing it, it's an easier choice to go.
But it’s also to be expected that those in charge al-
ways keep in mind where the support is coming from.

Talking about the National Specialty is really talking
about choices...and I’'m not so sure we’'ve made

conscious choices so much as allowed the
weekend to grow without putting too much thought
into it.

Maybe the unexpected benefit of having to cancel
2020 and be uncertain about 2021 is we can step
back and really assess what our National Specialty
should be. Over 25 years ago, | coordinated the
National

Specialty. Here’s what | had to manage with the
help of some volunteers:

. 3 shows

. Trophies

. Ring decor

. Catalog ads

. The boutique

. The annual dinner

. Hospitality suite with snacks

. A hand-knit sweater raffle

. A few commemorative items for sale
. Post MCKC hospitality consisting of

snacks at a member’s motorhome,
managed and sponsored entirely by
DelVal

. Hotel clean up

This isn’t “those were the days” nostalgia. It’s just a
view as to the differences...because now, in addition
to the above we have a 4th show, agility and rally
trials, multiple fundraisers, 2 days of boxed lunch-
es, 1 free on-site breakfast, welcome bags and a
hotel-based farewell dinner in lieu of post-show
snacks.
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THE DEVIL'S ADVOCATE CONTINUED

| understand how all those extras got piled on. We
had no control over the addition of a 4th show.
Interest in performance events grew. Each
coordinator had an idea for niceties that everyone
loved. An anniversary year called for something
special. People liked all those extras so they
became a permanent part of the weekend.

But...do any of us come away from the weekend
without feeling we ran a marathon? And maybe that
is because we were running so hard, we didn’t get to
do what was important to us..talk to old friends,
make some new ones, go over dogs, learn some t
rimming tricks, find a special treasure?

We haven’t even talked about the impact to our
pocketbooks. Before entries, handlers, travel costs,
and personal expenses, it's a $1,000 weekend just
to do those things. Add in the rest and it’s two to
three times that.

As the weekend has gone from barely breaking even
to losing money for the last 4 years, it's also an
investment for SCWTCA. SCWTCA has nibbled
around the edges of the issue, thinking it’s all about
the hotel contract. Maybe it is..and maybe there’s
something else going on. | understand after the
National Specialty weekend dust has settled, the
Board is also tired and their primary concern is
wrapping up. But it needs to think longer term and
without examining the activities and the dollars on a
multiyear basis, we don’t really know.

This is exactly the year for SCWTCA to address what
our National Specialty should be. With no 2020
Specialty, there’s no exhaustion, no wrap up and the
Board can think about the future now. They can spend
a couple weeks doing the financial analysis. They can
reach out to past coordinators for input. They can talk
to other parent clubs. They can reach out to the
membership, too.

At this point, we’re still in the pandemic and while all
of us are hopeful our world will allow for a 2021
National Specialty, prudence requires us to “hope for
the best and prepare for the worst.” My opinion: go
modest in 2021..trophies, ads, a SIMPLE dinner,
boutique, post-show snacks, some commemorative
items. Make the financial goal break even...if
something can’t pay for itself, what else will pay for it
and if not, really think hard about whether it's
necessary.

Think of it this way: if we could have safely had just
that modest celebration in October, what would you
have given to be there? If that’s all we have in October
2021, how thrilled will you be that finally, we are all
together again?

Making MCKC 2021 simple gives SCWTCA a year

to really assess what makes the National Specialty...
special. It gives us the opportunity for a reasonable
financial analysis. In 2023, we’ll celebrate 50 years of
AKC recognition. A simple 2021 and 2022 will help us
truly celebrate in 2023. This is the opportunity to turn
disappointment into a gift. Take it.

Notice | haven’t discussed the location of the National
Specialty..the “should it be at MCKC” question. As
someone who lives within an easy commute of Blue
Bell, of course | want to see it be at MCKC. And as
someone who understands that MCKC is the greatest
terrier show in the world, | think it's important to be
there. That doesn’t mean that it may not be time to
examine what is best for Wheatens and the Wheaten
community when it comes to the National Specialty.
But let’s get through one problem at a time. We can
revisit the “where” after we sort through the “what.”

The National Specialty should bring out the best dogs
we have and the best we are. Let’'s make sure that’s
what we’re celebrating.
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ANOTHER CHANCE AT THE GOOD LIFE -
SCWTCA RESCUE

Abby came into our family on May 2, 2019 and swept
us off our feet. In February, 2019 The Soft-Coated
Wheaten Terrier Club of America Rescue had res-
cued her from an Amish puppy mill in Ohio where she
had been used a breeding bitch for the first seven
years of her life. She came into rescue with chronic,
untreated ear infections that were so bad that the first
vet who saw her felt her ear canals would have to be
removed. We will never know the extent to which she
was neglected but, | guess we can be grateful that the
breeder called the rescue when they no longer had
use of her.

Without the loving care of Cathy Shirak, Carole Ev-
ans, Mary Yourich and the rest of SCWTCA Rescue

| know she would never have made her way to us.
Abby’s veterinary treatment included surgery to clear
the infection from her ears. (She kept her ear canals
and can hear a cheese wrapper at thirty feet!) She
was spayed. She received all of her vaccinations. Her
teeth were cleaned and a few were removed. All of
this very expensive treatment was covered by SCWT-
CA Rescue and her rescuers.

Here’s the picture the Delta cabin crew took of Abby
on one of her flights. The pic of the postcard (the
photo in the upper left corner of this page) is what we
received from the Delta staff. We were speechless!

Cathy Shirak fostered Abby until she moved to the
foster home of Carole, Joe Evans and Tucker.

They continued to heal Abby and prepare her to go
to her “forever home”. | have no doubt that Tucker
helped Abby learn a lot about being a dog. When we
picked Abby up from Carole’s home it was clear that
they had given their hearts to Abby knowing they
would send her to next (and last) home.

SCWTCA Rescue depends on the Wheaten Commu-
nity in so many different ways; whether it is offering
to help transport, foster, interview perspective homes
and donations. In a year in which there is no MCKC
SCWTCA is more than ever going to need your finan-
cial donations. It doesn’t have to be a large sum as
every little bit helps.

Let SCWTCA Rescue continue to help Wheatens like
Abby who came from a puppy mill and now is living
the good life! Something that never would have been
possible if were not for SCWTCA Rescue and all of
the people who volunteer for Rescue.
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SCWTCA’S GROUNDBREAKING WORK TO

IMPROVE THE AKC MARKETPLACE
SUE GOLDBERG

WHEATENS OF SHANDALEE

My role as the SCWTCA MarketPlace Liaison came
about when, nearly four years ago, Nancee Bailey
and Dawn Sealy, my co-owners of our Best in Show
bitch, “Moxxy”, asked me to be the point person for
an ad they were placing on AKC MarketPlace for her,
and their, first litter. | was happy to oblige and also
curious as to what I'd learn about how MarketPlace
was utilized by the public. Not only was | surprised at
the sheer volume of inquiries but also astonished and
dismayed at the misconceptions | was hearing of how
MarketPlace was perceived by the consumer.

For starters, the maijority of the callers were under the
impression that every advertiser had been somehow
approved or endorsed by AKC. They then extrapo-
lated that misconception to mean that listing on AKC
MarketPlace was an assurance that the puppies were
somehow “vetted” by AKC as to their health, tempera-
ment, and quality and that the advertisers were “mem-
bers” of AKC. The learning curve for these prospective
buyers was daunting! So, before | could even begin to
discuss the actual facts about Wheatens, it was vital
to educate these well-intended consumers on what a
listing on MarketPlace actually represents.

| was already serving on the Board and brought this
issue to my fellow Board members. With their concur-
rence, we established an AKC MarketPlace team. |
was tasked as MarketPlace Liaison, leading a team
consisting of Bob Bergman, our devoted Delegate;
the then Health Chair Molly O’Connell, who, since
ascending to the Presidency, has been replaced by
the very capable Susan Jacobsen; and our amazing,
dedicated Ashley Ambrose and Janet Snoddy, who
monitor MarketPlace religiously every Monday and
Thursday, reporting any violations including unverified
health claims, photos of other breeds, false claims of
membership in SCWTCA, etc., to the AKC.

Initially, we coordinated with Kirsten Bahlke, AKC’s
VP of Consumer Demand and an IT Specialist on her
team. Kirsten is not a “dog person”, but she’s a quick
and eager learner, and soon grasped what we pointed
out were the deficiencies of MarketPlace and how it
needed to be improved to make it the reliable resource
the public believes it to be. She has engaged with us
and is certainly open to our communications and to
discussing and trying to implement improvements.

Bob and | are both Delegates, so we began in-person
meetings with Kirsten at every Delegate meeting as well
as regular teleconferences and email communication in
between. The trouble was and still is, that she and what
remains of her team are being pulled in many directions
and MarketPlace is not their only -- or even their main

-- concern. Bob and our entire team are undaunted in
our efforts to stay in their sights! In the last year or so,
we have added Kirsten’s superior, AKC’s Executive
Secretary, Gina DiNardo and Mark Dunn Executive Vice
President, to our list of report recipients. Bob and | are
convinced that adding Gina and Mark, with whom we’ve
had in-person meetings to discuss MarketPlace, has
helped keep us on the AKC'’s radar screen.

We had a long wish list when we began, and we have
seen some progress, though it is painfully slow. Our
goal is firstly, truth in advertising. That means that
every health claim is checked by Susan who requests
documentation from advertisers whose claims cannot
be otherwise verified. If appropriate documentation

is not forthcoming, violators are reported to AKC and
their claims are eventually removed. Bob and | worked
also with AKC to correct and modify the descriptions
of Wheatens including their character and grooming
requirements to more accurately represent the various
traits of our breed.

We have also had some of the check boxes modified

to more accurately reflect the advertisers’ commitment
to our breed. Originally, there was a checkmark for
advertisers if they were a “Club Member”. Unfortunate-
ly, that could have meant Kiwanis, Rotary or any club
at all. We were able to get that changed to “National
Breed Club member”, a claim our team now verifies
against the SCWTCA membership roster. Additionally,
we have worked with AKC to develop a tool that now al-
lows Parent Clubs themselves, in our case, Ashley and
Janet, to remove the check box from those that falsely
claim SCWTCA membership. We would like to narrow
“Parent Club Member” further to specify that a Wheat-
en advertiser is a member of SCWTCA, not merely any
Parent Club. In other words, on the Wheaten page,
checking the box would attest to membership in the Soft
Coated Wheaten Terrier Club of America, not just the
American Boxer Club, for example. We would also like
to see Parent Clubs further enabled to remove other
unverified claims rather than burdening AKC’s already
over-stretched staff with that time-consuming responsi-
bility for the nearly 200 breeds in AKC'’s registry.
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Scrolling through some of the Wheaten ads was also
an eye-opener. A number of advertisers are selling
multiple breeds on their Wheaten page and some-
times, the cover photo on their ad is a totally different
breed! One ad showed blue-eyed Wheatens. Not
surprisingly, one potential buyer thought they were
adorable and of course, wanted one. Another ad had
a photo of a Wheaten with a Kerry. The caller said,

“I didn’t know Wheatens came in black and white!”
As of this past week, one ad showed a Scottie with

a litter of puppies; another advertiser had a French
Bulldog puppy as their cover photo. And until recent-
ly, several Wheaten advertisers who didn’t supply

a photo had their cover page adorned with a stock
cartoon sketch of a Pug! Thankfully, as a result of
the joint effort of our SCWTCA MarketPlace moni-
toring team’s reporting to AKC staff and the staff’s
response, the Pugs have been replaced with a stock
illustration of a Wheaten.

In an effort to curb the lofty, unrealistic expectations
of the general public and thereby avert disappoint-
ment, Bob and | developed and submitted to AKC

a disclaimer that would be at the top of every Mar-
ketPlace page, or at the very least, at the top of the
first page for each breed. The current, very wordy
disclaimer exists at the bottom of the page in type so
small one needs a magnifying glass to read it. And
furthermore, once a buyer finds a litter, their search
has ended and no way are they going to continue to
read to the very bottom of the page.

Our disclaimer advises that a listing on MarketPlace
is not to be construed as a testimony to the health,
temperament or quality of the dogs advertised nor
an endorsement of the breeder. It is incumbent on
AKC to debunk the widespread misconception that

a listing on MarketPlace is the “Good Housekeeping
Seal of Approval”. Stating that these are merely paid
listings and nothing more, would be an effective

means to manage the buyers’ expectations and give
far more credibility to AKC, rather than engendering
frustration and disappointment when buyers who rely
on MarketPlace learn the hard way that no such over-
sight by AKC exists. Rest assured, Bob and | contin-
ue to point that out.

For three years, Bob and | have been strongly urging
(truthfully, pushing) AKC to give every Parent club

the option of having their ad listed in the first box (the
so-called “first tile”) to give it prominence when buyers
explore “FInd a Puppy”. We wanta SCWTCA ad to
be the first tile to direct the consumer straight to our
new and improved SCWTCA website. This easy fix
would be an important first step to accurately inform
the public about each breed, and we’re told that,
thanks to the diligence of our dedicated team, SCWT-
CA will be the “pilot” for this. We have also suggested
to AKC that one of the ways that Parent Clubs can
inform the general public is by recruiting a knowledge-
able, patient, club-appointed representative willing to
be listed in the Parent Club ad to take the calls and /
or respond to emails and provide accurate information
about their breed. With the Board’s approval, | will be
that person as soon as this is implemented. SCWT-
CA has such an ad, headed by our Parent Club logo,
and approved by our Board, ready to go and in AKC’s
hands. We are just awaiting the go-ahead which
should be coming shortly.

Over the past three years, it's become abundantly
clear that Parent Clubs need to take responsibility
for monitoring their own MarketPlace advertisers and
work with AKC staff to correct the deficiencies. We
hope that AKC senior management and the AKC
Board will join us to help achieve our mutual goal to
make MarketPlace the reliable, respected source it
was intended to be and that the public, sadly mistak-
enly, currently assumes it is.
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Lastly, | want to emphasize that SCWTCA is lucky to
have such a diligent, dedicated MarketPlace team of
volunteers who, for three years and counting, faithfully
monitor and report discrepancies to AKC staff on a
biweekly basis. We have impressed AKC staff more
than any other Parent Club with our unwavering com-
mitment and we have seen some positive results.

It is a pleasure to work with such remarkable, con-
scientious individuals and | am so proud to lead this
incredible team. Together we have made a difference
and we are undeterred in our mission to make Market-
Place the best it can be!

MARKETPLACE, WILL BE
UP AND LIVE ON OCTOBER
1STIT THIS IS TRULY A
MILESTONE AND WOULD
NOT HAVE HAPPENED
WITHOUT THE DEDICATION
OF OUR AMAZING MAR-
KETPLACE TEAM AND THE
COOPERATION OF STAFF AT
AKC! BE SURE AND
CHECK OUT WHEATENS
ON MARKETPLACE AFTER
OCTOBER 1STII
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DOG SHOWS DURING THE PANDEMIC
KATE HELLER
KADEN WHEATENS

After our last show in November, who would have
thought it would take so many months to be back

in the ring. | was so happy to see that the shows in
Bloomsburg, PA would still be held for 4 days in July.
These shows have always had a limit on entries, but

I made sure to get my entry in ASAP! With everything
going on, | decided only to enter for 2 days and spend
one night in a hotel.

The kennel clubs did an excellent job of controlling
everything. Grooming was all set up outside at the
fairgrounds but the rings were mostly indoors in the
air conditioning. In prior years, there would be 4 rings
plus grooming in each building. This year there were
3 rings in the buildings with no grooming. Upon arrival
to the buildings, your temperature was taken, a waiver
was signed and a wristband was given for reentry.
Dogs could enter the buildings 15 minutes prior to

ring time, there were separate entry and exit openings
in the rings and ribbons were left on the tables to be
picked up by the exhibitors. Everyone wore masks
and practiced social distancing, and | found it to be a
very positive experience...other than wearing the mask
for so long! Win photos were taken of just the handler
and dog, and the judges were photoshopped in.

Judge Elizabeth Muthard, Kate Heller and “Lolly”,
CH Greentree Kaden Midnight Spell

While | did feel comfortable for the time | was there, |
ultimately decided not to attend a different show the
next weekend. It seemed to me that the numbers were
going up in that area, and there was a much larger
entry expected. It's a tough decision when you want

to see everyone and get your dog back out there but
you have to consider so many other things. | certainly
hope we can put this behind us in the near future and
get back to doing what we love.
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PANDEMIC PUPPIES

LIZ JAMIOLOWSKT -

As a breeder, planning for a litter is always filled with
anticipation and excitement..and a little apprehension.
Will all the puppies be healthy? Will we raise them to
be happy, social pups? Will we find the best families
with whom to entrust our puppies? Then COVID came
along.

We bred our girl Lacey to Matisse at the end of Janu-
ary, well before the full impact of the coronavirus hit us
here in the United States. For the breeding, and then
for the ultrasound 28 days later, | was able to be pres-
ent in the veterinarian’s office with Lacey. By the time
the puppies were born on April 1, all that had changed.
We were in full lockdown mode.

So what was it like raising a litter during the initial
stages of the COVID lockdown? | think the main
concerns were how to adequately and safely social-
ize the puppies, and potential difficulties in getting to
know prospective families due to limited visits. The
experience was a little different, and we definitely had
to make some adjustments, but we didn’t find it to be
problematic.

One of the drawbacks for me personally was not
having the small support team (the whelping women!)
| have relied on with past litters to be there when the
puppies were being whelped, and then assistance

for marking tails. It's not only moral support but also
helping hands with weighing, marking, etc., especially
when the pups are coming fast or if there is a problem.
Mike became my reluctant but very able whelping
assistant, and 6 puppies were born within 3 hours. He
also administered the calcium and oxytocin injections
because | have a fear of needles. My hero for the day!!
I’m not sure he’ll be making himself available for hire
for other litters, but he was a great help for the
whelping.

Then came the time to mark the puppies’ tails..and
some anxiety along with it. But | looked at the Breeder
Education section on the SCWTCA website, and two
other methods for reference, took a deep breath, and
marked tails. | confess that | did go back and change a
couple of the marks after a glass of wine. Knowing that
| wouldn’t be able to stand next to the veterinarian and
make a last second change added a little stress, but
ultimately it all worked out! And now | know | can do it.

CLOVER WHEATENS

Veterinarian visits are one of the major changes with
COVID, one that we are all experiencing with our
dogs and other pets. Each visit requires pre-work, to
document what is to be done and any questions or
comments. | created an Excel spreadsheet with each
puppy’s vital information and that worked well for all
visits as | continued to update their progress.

The first visit for tail docking was stressful because |
couldn’t be with the puppies, but Dr. Larry Wolf was
wonderful; he came out to speak with me before he
saw the pups to review my notes and reassure me,
and then again afterwards to discuss the questions |
had. All subsequent puppy visits were with our regu-
lar vet, Dr. Kurt Blaicher, and he and his team always
were so helpful and spent lots of time doing ‘carside’
consults to talk about the puppies. It felt a bit like going
to Stewart’s Drive In, where they deliver food to your
car! It's a challenging time for Veterinarians too, and
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my experiences have been wonderful as everyone
adjusts their practice to accomodate the new
restrictions.

We spent almost all our time with the pups since we
are retired and were under quarantine. The pups had
our undivided attention, which was a benefit for them
and a blessing for us because we had no time to get
bored! Other than one close friend who visited
frequently, we didn’t really have visitors till the pups
could be outside.

Once the puppies could get around, we had them in
the usual large pen set-up, and tried to expose them
to different experiences, inside and outside. We set up
two very large pens outside; one was on the patio with
rattan mats; the other was in the grass in another area
of the yard. We are fortunate to live on a quiet cul-de-
sac and have wonderful neighbors, and we took lots of
short walks with the puppies starting at seven weeks.
This provided exposure to new surfaces, cars, smells,
sounds, steps and neighbors of all ages. We watched
the puppies improve their skills and become more
confident every day on our walks.

Facetime and video calls served as a good supplement
to the usual phone calls and emails with prospective
families. We delayed having most visitors till the
puppies were six weeks old but we met our families
‘face to face’ during this time via video technology, and
| was able to show families the puppies in the whelping
box with their Mama, then in their large pen once they
graduated to our main living area. It was especially fun
for families with children; they saw the puppies from the
beginning and how they were developing. It helped both
prospective families and me to narrow down choices
and it worked out very well. We were fortunate to have
warm weather and we had all our visits outside, with

and it worked out very well. We were fortunate to have
warm weather and we had all our visits outside, with
masks and social distancing. When families came to
visit we felt as if we already knew each other because
of all the interactions we had, thanks to technology.

Though we couldn’t take our puppies to parks or stores
for socialization, we did our best to introduce them to as
many experiences as possible within our own environ-
ment. Our home set-up worked out well and fortunately
we have very sociable, confident puppies, who have

all adapted easily to their new families. Everyone we
spoke with and met understood the need to be careful
and were respectful of social distancing requirements.
We had very positive experiences with every one of
the families we met and | am grateful for our wonderful
Wheaten families. Happy tails all around!.
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HINTS FOR TESTING AT PENNGEN
SUSAN JACOBSEN - HEALTH CHAIR

Saltnsea Wheatens

In the Summer 2020 Benchmarks, Dr Paula Henthorn _
wrote an informative article on the two new genetic tests dog, a test on another dog, or if you are ready to

being offered at PennGen (DM and micropthalmia), mark the submission as complete. Each test- PLN,
which are in addition to the PLN test. DM and micropthalmia, needs to be requested sep-

arately. When your submission is complete, print out
| have received quite a few questions about pricing, how the submission form, sign it and mail it in.
to order the tests, how to submit samples, and how you
receive combination testing and litter discounts. Here ~ Sending in DNA Samples-

are answers to the most frequently asked questions: If you are sending in cheek swabs, the explanation
on page 37 of the Summer 2020 Benchmarks is
Pricing- easy to understand.

Page 37 of the Summer 2020 Benchmarks has all pric-

ing listed. When you request one or more tests on the ~ Many breeders like to send in blood samples for their
PennGen website, none of the discount pricing (com- litters to ensure they are receiving the correct results
bination testing, litter testing, dogs that have had PLN  for each puppy, as the DNA from saliva is easily
testing done at PennGen) is shown. When your results ~ €0-mingled on toys, mom’s nipples, etc.

are ready to view, you will receive an email from Penn-

Gen requesting payment. This is where you will see the Bonney Snyder had an exhausting, stressful expe-

correct pricing with any applicable discounts applied. rience this summer that she would like others to be
As soon as you submit your payment, you will receive  able to avoid. After taking nine puppies to the vet
an email for each dog you have tested with their to collect blood samples, the vet handed her nine
individual results. vials of blood- no Styrofoam container, no padding,
just nine vials of blood she needed to have shipped
Requesting tests- to PennGen. It was 119 degrees, she had nine
If you have never had any DNA testing done at Penn-  puppies in the car, and she had to get the samples
Gen, you will need to create an account. After you shipped before 3:00 PM. After getting the puppies
have created an account, you will need to create an ani- Séttled at home, it took her several stops to find a
mal record for each dog that you will be testing. store that would prepare the shipment and get it sent
After you have created the animal record, follow the ASAP.

instructions below for dogs that have had a PLN test . o
from PennGen. You will also need to include the DNA  If you are planning on shipping blood samples, go to

samples (cheek swabs or blood) when you mail in the ~ Www.scwtca.org. Click on Wheaten Health. Under
submission form. Health Testing, click on DNA testing. On that page,

click on Directions for Testing a Litter. Print out these

If your dog had a PLN test in the “early days” of testing, Pages. Discuss them with your vet. My vets have
before the results showed up with a PennGen letter- always prepared the package (with the submission
head, you will need to create an animal record for that ~ form that I have brought with me) for mailing. When
dog before you can request another DNA test. After you | leave the vet, | make one quick stop to UPS on
have created an animal record, follow the steps below My way home. If your vet isn’t willing to do this or
for a dog that has had a PLN test from PennGen. You  doesn’t have the materials to prepare the package,
will not need to send in another DNA sample. you can gather your supplies and be ready to go

ahead of time.

If your dog has had a PLN test from PennGen, you will
not need to send in another DNA sample. You will need If your questions have not been answered here,
to click the “create test” button and request the test you Please contact me. If | don’t have the answer, | will
would like. Once you have requested the test and filled ~contact Dr Henthorn.
in the information required, you will be taken to a screen
that asks if you would like to request another test for this.
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TRAINING WHILE STAYING IN PLACE

Dorice Stancher MBA, CPDT-KA CTPD1I

As we spend more time at home it's important to have
a plan in place to meet our dog’s needs for socializa-
tion, enrichment and to prevent separation anxiety
when we return to our normal routines. Here are some
ways to get the family involved and bring out the best
in your dog.

1. Keep the Routine

Dogs do better with normal routines for meals, walks,
play and sleeping. It helps increase the chances of
success when teaching housebreaking and creates a
calm environment. It's good for the family too!

2. Dogs Need Their Space

It's important to provide a place where the for can be
by himself. With everyone working from home and
home schooling the dog needs some time to adjust

to all the attention and a place where he can relax

by himself. This could be a crate or a bed placed in a
quiet place that he can access if he wants to be alone.
When there he should not be bothered by family
members. It's important to observe young children
when they interact with the dog and to teach them to
be respectful at all times. The dog should not be inter-
fered with when eating or sleeping.

3. Take a Break

Dogs need mental stimulation and enrichment to be
on their best behavior. Take a moment from your
routine and teach your dog a trick, play a game or
train a new skill. These training breaks will help you to
unwind and your dog will appreciate the opportunity
to learn something new. The AKC Trick Dog program
is fun for the entire family and participants can earn

a title. Trick training makes learning obedience fun.
Dogs also enjoy nose work, retrieving and other new
challenges.

4. Teach Your Dog to Be Alone

This is a great time to prevent separation anxiety.
Create opportunities for your dog to learn to play by
himself with appropriate chew toys and puzzle toys.
Occasionally leave the room or walk outside without
calling attention to your leaving.

5. Socialization at Home

Put on a funny costume, play music and make an ob-
stacle course to help your dog become familiar with
unusual sights and sounds. Encourage them with
praise and treats. If something seems uncomfortable
create distance from the item and never force them.
We do not want to overwhelm our dogs and frighten
them. Make learning fun and take your time introduc-
ing new experiences.

6. Train for the Future

What are some things you would like to do with your
dog? This is a great time to investigate online training
with a professional trainer. Dogs thrive on positive
reinforcement and enjoy learning new skills. The
Certification Council for Professional Dog Trainers
(CCPDT) is the leading independent certifying orga-
nization for the dog training profession and a great
resource. There are also many AKC Online Perfor-
mance Events where owners can earn a title in Rally,
Trick Training and Agility. This is also a great time to
address problem behaviors and set goals. Your dog
might have what it takes to be a therapy dog or AKC
Canine Good Citizen (CGC). With patience and prac-
tice you can enjoy this extra time together and dis-
cover how much fun it is to learn new things together.
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STAYING IN PLACE WITH
YOUR DOG

Dorice Stancher, MBA, CPDTKA, CTDI

KEEP THE ROUTINE

Dogs do better with normal
routines for meals, walks, play
and sleeping. It's good for
their family too!

TEACH YOUR DOG TO BE
ALONE

Prevent Separation Anxiety
now by giving your dog
opportunities to play by

DOGS NEED THEIR OWN
SPACE

Provide a place where your
dog can be by himself. Don't
let anyone bother when there.
They needs time to relax too.

SOCIALIZATION AT HOME

Put on a funny costume, play
music and make an obstacle
course to help your dog

TAKE A BREAK

Teach your dog to do a trick,
play a game or teach a new
skill. Dogs need mental
stimulation to be on their best
behavior.

TRAIN FOR THE FUTURE

What behaviors would you
like to change? What are
some things you would like to
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‘I DON'T TRAIN DOGS”

CYNTHIA HOLLIS
HOLLYWOOD WHEATENS

“So you train dogs?” they ask, when seeing my car
magnet or business card. “No”, | reply with a wink. “I
train people.”

Since | have been holding group training and obedience
classes, | have noticed a common denominator in the
people coming to me for help with their dogs: they be-
lieve their dogs are human and should understand the
English language, when actually dogs think and act and
communicate like......dogs!

Dogs may certainly feel the same emotions that humans
do--love, fear, anger, joy, sadness, loneliness, jealousy,
confusion--and display it in similar ways, but a dog’s
inherent characteristics play off of his breeding and for
which purpose he was bred. Hounds, for example, have
long ears to help channel the smells from the ground to
their nose when tracking a scent. A hound owner might
ask, “Why is my dog always sniffing the ground and not
listening to me?” A Jack Russell owner might ask me,
“Why doesn’t my dog sit still?”

Example of a conversation with a new caller: Hello, I'm
having trouble with my dog. Me: And what exactly is
the problem? Caller: He’s herding the kids around the
house. Me: And what type of dog is he? Caller: German
Shepherd. Me: Ah, yes, and what are shepherds bred
for? Caller: | don’t know.

This most likely was a family who chose a puppy be-
cause it was “cute” without researching to know if it
would fit in their family or lifestyle.

Caller: Help, | have a very bad dog. Me: What is he
doing? Caller: He’s peeing in the house, he gets in the
garbage, and he’s chewing on my dirty clothes.

From the sound of that, one could surmise that the own-
er doesn’t let the dog out enough or doesn’t recognize
his signals, that she leaves tasty leftovers in the trash
can within reach, and that her laundry basket on the
floor was also fair game. This would be a case for puppy
proofing the house and removing potential problems.
Blaming the dog is easy. Admitting it could be your fault
can be a bitter pill for some people to swallow.

Blaming the dog is easy. Admitting it could be your
fault can be a bitter pill for some people to swallow.

In these cases, a visit to the client’s home is in order.

In these cases, a visit to the client’'s home is in order.
When | arrive, | am able to see the dog in action, and
where the dog eats and sleeps which is important to his
view of rank and status within the home. For example, if
a bowl of food is left out all day, the dog may not
associate you with such a reward, and not see that you
are the source of this goodness. What, then, does he
need you for? It can also create a picky eater.

I
I've found that feeding a dog in his crate--and this works
especially well with multiple dogs--makes for a quick
meal. No distractions. Take it or leave it. Ten minutes.

They also relate this pleasantry to you. They have
earned it. They went willingly into the crate and were
rewarded with a meal. | also believe two meals a day
are better for their stomachs and digestion.

Where a dog sleeps is especially important to their
perceived placement in the family pack. If a dog is
allowed or even encouraged to sleep on the master’s
bed, in that elevated position, he may no longer view
you as his master, but rather as an equal. Worse, you
could be viewed as a subordinate. The type of dog most
likely guilty of that would be highly intelligent and strong
willed, become uppity and demanding, even refuse
your approach to your own bed!

However, if your dog is sweet and easy-going, good
natured and compliant, | have no issue with his sleeping
in your bed.

Yet 9 times out of 10, if a person calls me with a “prob-
lem dog” with an attitude, the dog is indeed sleeping on
the owner’s bed.

If | can explain a dog’s behavior, the owner can begin
to understand the source of the behavior. It points to the
owner, and it all boils down to whether the dog respects
and trusts you.

In a future article | will address this issue and talk about
the importance of a foundation on which to build your
relationship with your dog.
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ANNOUNCING THE ADDITION OF RALLY INTERMEDIATE
TO THE
AKC RALLY® VIRTUAL PROGRAM

The AKC Rally Department is excited to announce
the expansion of the AKC Rally Virtual Program to
include the Rally Intermediate class. Rally
Intermediate is the next level of AKC Rally above
the entry-level Rally Novice class. The Rally Virtual
Program was announced three months ago and the
positive response to it has been tremendous.

As with Rally Novice, the Rally Intermediate
competitor sets up a pre-designed AKC Rally®
course, records the team’s performance, and submits
it to AKC. In turn, AKC will assign a pre-selected AKC
Rally Judge to virtually review and score the team’s
Rally performance.

Rally Intermediate is open to all dogs six months of
age and older that have earned the Rally Novice (RN)
title but have not earned an AKC Rally Advanced
(RA) title.

They will video the performance, upload the video
to their personal YouTube account, set the required
YouTube viewing options, and submit the video link
with the online entry form and pay the fee electroni-
cally to AKC.

Once the entry form is received, the video link will be
assigned to a judge for review. All qualifying scores
will be recorded on the dog’s AKC record and applied
toward the three required for the Rally Intermediate
(RI) title.

The virtual Rally program is planned to end at mid-
night December 31, 2020 and all video submissions
must be received by that date and time. We are excit-
ed to offer this virtual option to our Rally Intermediate
exhibitors!

THE AKC LAUNCHES NEW VIRTUAL HOME
MANNERS TITLING PROGRAM

The American Kennel Club is pleased to announce
the launch of its exciting new Virtual Home Manners
(VHM) Program. The program is designed to help
teach dogs proper manners at home. Teaching their
dogs to behave at home is important for owners, men-
tally stimulating for dogs, and home-based

training can take place any time that fits into the
schedule of the dog owner. The program will include
two levels allowing puppies and dogs of all ages to
participate.

“Many companion dogs have been added to families
during the pandemic. Basic training for practical home
manners should start as soon as we bring a puppy
home,” said Doug Ljungren, Vice President of Sports
and Events. “By providing home manners training, we
lay the foundation for well-behaved dogs who are a
joy for their families.”

All dogs (purebred and mixed breeds) can earn Virtual
Home Manners titles provided the dog is AKC

registered, enrolled in the Purebred Alternative Listing
(PAL) program, or enrolled with AKC Canine Partners.

The tests include manners related to food, walking
on a leash, petting, and following commands like sit,
stay, down and more. Virtual Home Manners titles
will be listed on the dog’s AKC record and will ap-
pear on pedigrees. The two levels of Virtual Home
Manners titles are Puppy and Adult. The titles can

be awarded by AKC-approved Canine Good Citizen
Evaluators who will review videos of dogs performing
the VHM skills.

“The Virtual Home Manners Program is a perfect
lead-in to AKC S.T.A.R. Puppy and AKC'’s popular
Canine Good Citizen programs, which require in-per-
son testing,” said Dr. Mary Burch, AKC Family Dog
Director. “The ability to earn titles virtually is
especially important during these times. AKC remains
committed to finding creative ways to encourage
dogs and their owners to become involved in training
that results in well-behaved family companions.”

AKC will begin accepting title applications on October
19, 2020 and will begin processing titles on
November 2.

Official Publication of the Soft Coated Wheaten Gerrier Club of America, Inc Volume 48 Number 3, October 2020

35



DOES YOUR WHEATEN HAVE WHAT IT TAKES TO BE A
FARM DOG?

Joyce Rienzo
ARC Rally Judge
AKC Farm Dog Certifier

Wheaten history tells us that the breed was an
all-around farm dog in Ireland. Herding, hunting small
game, guarding the stock, deleting vermin were all in
a day’s work.

The AKC introduced a Farm Dog Certificate test in
2016. The test is like a CGC test but on the farm.
There is no herding involvement. The dog must
perform a series of 12 exercises that would be typical
in a farm environment. It is a non-competitive test
with a pass/fail evaluation. Dogs and handlers are
scored and need to qualify under two different judges.

The judge is looking for the dog to have confidence
and self-control in proximity to livestock and other
sights, sounds, and scents found on a farm. The dog
is on a leash at all times. The test is primary
performed outdoors with the judge’s option to have
some stations within a building. Each station is
described in detail in Chapter IX of the Herding Rules
& Regulations booklet. Check the AKC You Tube
videos to view what is expected at each station.
Tricky stations are those that have the live animals.

Many Wheaten do not normally encounter the
chickens, goats, sheep, horses, ducks, etc. that can
be used. Each station is a challenge and fun!

My Wheaten Terrier, Ltd. Edition Who’s My
Aisling,CD, BN, RE, FDC, THD, CGCA, CGCU, TKiI,
SWN, SCE, call name Bette, was the first in the breed
to obtain this title. Her sister, Ltd. Edition Par Ti Girl,
BN, RN, THDN, CGCA,CGCU, TKN, FDC, call name
Una, also have the fun and enjoyment of striving to
obtaining this title.

Give the Farm Dog Testa try to see if your dog has
what it takes. Itis all FUN, exciting for both the
handler and Wheaten!
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